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1788 — 1789 . 

Meeting of Parliament — Report from tlie Privy Council — Dr. Francis 
Willis — Physicians examined by Parliamentary Committees — Pitt, 
proposes a Committee to search for precedents — Fox’s objections — 
Committee appointed — Intrigues of Thurlow — Pitt’s Resolutions-. 
— Free gift of 100,0001 offered to Pitt, but declined — Pitt’s Re.- 
gency plan — Grenville elected Speaker — Report of new Com- 
mittee to examine the physicians — Pitt’s Resolutions restricting 
the Regency — Sallies of Burke — Regency Bill passed the Com- 
mons — Restoration of the King to health. 

On the 4th of December the Parliament met in most- 
anxious expectation. Mr. Pitt in the one House and. 
Lord Camden in the other laid upon the Table the 
Report of the Examinations before the Privy Council,, 
and moved that it should be taken into consideration- 
on the 8th. At the same time the Prime Minister gave- 
notice that he should propose the appointment of a 
Committee to search for precedents. Mr. Fox suggested 
a doubt (as Mr. Yyner had before him) whether it was 
quite consistent with the dignity of Parliament to make 
a Report from the Privy Council the groundwork of 
their proceedings on a question of such extreme im-* 
VOL. II. B 
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porfance Pitt declared that lie was anxious to afford 
tlio most ample information, but pointed out tint tbo 
Frm Council could tnl e evidence upon oatli, which a 
Committeo of the Commons could not 
Meanwhile it had become apparent to the small circle 
of the King's confidential servants that, eminent os 
were the pin sierras in attendance, the) had np to tins 
time altogether failed in effecting anv mitigation of Ins 
symptoms. Might not greater benefit follow from tlio 
treatment of some one who had moro specially applied 
himself to tlio euro of mental maladies’ Foremost 
among such practitioners m public famo stood Dr 
Francis AN illi*, a clergyman and Hector of AI nppmg 
a somewhat unusual combination of duties ho had 
during twent) -eight >ears 1 ept an n^lum for in«ano 
poisons at his resuleuce m Lincoln dure His namo 

>v as fir-t brought forward li) "Mrs Hnrcourt, the wife of 
one of the Ecpieme , General afterward* Earl ITarcourt 
Sho drew up a paper stating her knowledgo of his 
ment from his suecc^ful treatment of her mother On 
tlio 2 s tli of Jsovember this paper being lmd before tlio 
Prince, the Duho of A orb the Chancellor, and Pitt, it 
was determined that AN illis should be ^ent for 1 Accord 
ingh he was summoned b\ ixprcs* to l\c\v He camo 
accompanied b\ Ins two «ons mm of whom. Dr John 
A\ illi", was a profiled plnsici in , and on the Oth of De- 
cember lie had Jik IiM interview with the Ho\nl sufferer 
From the first. Dr Willis firmed a lnghl) favourable 
opinion of the en e Hnd I been consulted in the 

* Pjh of Mr*. Ifarriurt a« nt Jlj Mr Mawy la Mi I! 107 cf 
to! Ul i p. 3 "<j &a 1 
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first instance,” lie frankly said, “ His Majesty’s illness 
would have been of very short duration.” He adopted 
at once a different course of treatment. He laid aside 
all false pretences, all petty vexations, all unnecessary 
restraints. He thought that in this case no violence 
need he apprehended, and that no suspicion should he 
shown. The King had been denied a razor at his toilet, 
and a knife and fork at his table. These were at once 
restored to him, and in Hr. Willis’s presence were freely 
used. The good effects of this altered treatment 
speedily appeared. As yet the delusions continued un- 
abated, but far greater calmness and composure, as also 
better health, were attained. 

Under these circumstances both the Queen and 3\Ir. 
Pitt were disposed to place great confidence in Hr. 
Willis. He was considered as mainly responsible for 
the conduct of the case. Talcing up his residence with 
his sons in the palace at Kew, he had the constant care 
of the King’s person, while the other physicians only 
paid their visits by rotation and at stated times. 

On the 8tli, at the next meeting of the House, Pitt 
adverted to the suggestion which had been made of 
appointing a Parliamentary Committee to examine the 
physicians, and declared himself willing to accede to it, 
observing that there was now a stronger reason for it 
than at the last debate, since some new physicians had 
been recently called in. Accordingly there was named, 
with general assent, a Committee of twenty-one, com- 
prising the most distinguished Members from both sides. 
A similar motion was made and carried in the Lords, 
and each Committee completed its examinations in a 

• b 2 
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single day. All the physicians, in their evidence, 
agreed that there were good hopes of the King’s re- 
covery, but that no probable period for it could bo 
named. Yet the degreo of these hopes was not the 
same in all, and here again party spirit crept in. Dr. 
Warren was closely connected with Fox and Fox’s 
friends, and it was observed that Ins prognostics wero 
far less sanguine than those of Dr. Willis. Thus tho 
names of these two physicians became, as it were, watch- 
words on each side ; tho Ministerial party relying on 
tho special experience of Willis, while the Opposition 
party might allege the high authority of Warren. 

On tho 10th of December Mr. Pitt presented to tho 
Houso tho Deport of these examinations, and observed 
that tho lung’s present incapacity for business having 
now been ascertained by a Committco of their own 
Members, ho should proceed nccordiug to his notice, 
and move that another Comraitteo ho appointed to 
search for precedents. But at this point commenced 
tho tug of war. Fox roso and objected to tho proposed 
Committee, although ho said he should not resist it. 
In effect ho said, though not in intention, that Com- 
mittee would be an utter wasto of time. It was per- 
fectly well known that there existed no precedent what- 
ever which could bear upon tho present case. But 
there was then a person in tho kingdom different from 
any other person to whom existing precedents could 
refer — an Heir Apparent of full age, and capacity to 
exercise tho Koval power. In his (Mr. Fox’s) firm 
opinion His Koval Highness tho IVineo of Wales had 
os clear, as express a right to assume tho reins of 
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Government, and exercise the powers of Sovereignty, 
during the illness and incapacity of the King, as in the 
case of His Majesty’s natural demise. Such was his 
right, but His Eoyal Highness was not himself to judge 
when he was entitled to exercise it. The two Houses 
of Parliament, as the organs of the nation, ^were alone 
entitled to pronounce when the Prince ought, to take 
possession of and exercise his right. 

The views of Mr. Pox upon tliis question, as he thus 
unfolded them, seemed in strilring contrast with the 
general tenor of his “ Revolution politics.” Here he 
was denying the supreme authority of the two Houses 
to deal as they thought fit with the eclipse of the Kingly 
power. He was asserting an inherent, and as it wero 
Divine, right in the Prince of Wales. Thus he seemed 
to be treading in the footsteps of Kilmer and Bancroft 
rather than of Somers and Burnet. Pitt, as he intently 
listened to Kox’s enunciation of his principles, could 
scarcely, it is said, conceal his triumph at the indiscreet 
position which his rival had assumed. Ho sooner had 
the sentence which first announced it been concluded 
than Pitt, slapping his thigh triumphantly, turned 
round to the friend next him on the Treasury Bench, 
and whispered,. “ Pll unwhig the gentleman for the rest 
of his life ” ! 2 He started up as soon as Kox sat down. 
The doctrine, he said, which the House had just heard 
was of itself, if any additional ground were necessary, 
the strongest and most unanswerable reason for ap- 


2 Eelated by Thomas Moore, 
■who states that he received the 
story from an unquestionable 


source, and that its authenticity 
may be relied upon. (Memoirs of 
Sheridan, vol. ii. p. 38.) 
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pointing the Committee that he had proposed. If a 
claim of right was intimated, even though not formally, 
on the part of the Prince of Wales to assume the 
government, it became of the utmost consequence to 
ascertain from precedent and history whether there was 
any foundation for this claim, which, if established, 
must preclude the House from the possibility of all deli- 
beration on the subject. In the mean time he must 
maintain, that to assert such a right in the Prince of 
Wales or any one else, independent of the decision of 
the two Houses, was little less than treason to the Con- 
stitution of the country. Unless by their decision, the 
Prince of Wales had no more right — speaking of strict 
right — to assume the government than any other indi- 
vidual subject of the realm. What Parliament ought to 
determine on this point was a question of discretion ; and 
however strong tho arguments might bo on that ground 
in favour of tho Prince of Wales, into which he would not 
enter at present, it did not affect the question of right 
Thus the gauntlet was fairly and on both sides cast 
down. The doctrino of Pox seemed to bo received with 
much disfavour by tho House, and Burke roso with 
generous warmth to support his friend ; bnt he showed 
in this debate, as in several others on this Regency 
question, an intemperance and ill taste tlmt were 
much deplored by bis party at that period, as they 
must bo to this day by all true admirers of his fame. 
Thus ho went so far as to call Pitt " ono of the Princes 
competitors,” and in another part of his speech ho de- 
scribed him ns “ tho Prince opposite.” For tho first of 
these expressions Burke was called to Order ; for both 
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lie was rebuked by Pitt, in bis reply. “ I appeal to tbc 
House.” said the Minister, “ upon tbc decency of sucb a 
charge. At tlmt period of our history, when our Con- 
stitution was settled on its present foundations, and 
when Mr. Somers and other creat men declared that no 
person had a right to the Crown independent, of the 
consent of the two Houses, would it have been thought 
either fail’ or decent for anv Member of cither House 
to have pronounced jMj*. Somers a personal competitor 
of King "William the Third ? ” 

Thus appointed without a division, the Committee 
completed its business in a single sitting, and produced 
good store of precedents, though of limited application 
and of slight Constitutional value. The discussion on 
Fox’s doctrine was renewed in divers forms and on 
several days, but the doctrine itself gained no ground 
in the House, and it excited great alarm tlmmghout the 
country. The privilege claimed for the Heir Apparent 
was commonly regarded as both an invasion of popular 
rights and a dethronement, as it were, of the afflicted 
King. Fox found it necessary to explain, in the clearest 
terms, that he had spoken only of himself, without the 
authority of any person whatever, much less from the 
authority of His Koyal Highness the Prince of Wales ; 
but yet the ill impression was by no means removed. 

A lively comment on these debates may be gathered 
from the confidential correspondence of William Gren- 
ville : — “ Only think of Fox’s want of judgment to bring 
himself and his friends into such a scrape as he has 
done, by maintaining a doctrine of higher Tory prin- 
ciple than could have been found anywhere since Sir 



8 


LIFE OF PITT. 


Chap. XII. 


Robert Sawyer’s speeches I Fox found that by what 

he had said before, he had offended so many people, that 
he was obliged to take the very first moment of ex- 
plaining it away. After this recantation was over, the 
day was closed by such a blunder of Sheridan’s ns I 
never knew any man of the meanest talent guilty of 
before. During the whole time that I have sat in Par- 
liament — a pretty warm time — I never remember such 
an uproar as was raised by his threatening ns with ‘ the 
danger of provoking the Prince to assert liis Tight,’ 
which were the exact words he used. You may con- 
ceive what advantage all this gives us, especially when 
coupled with the strong hopes entertained of the King’s 
recovery” 3 

In the Lords a motion for a similar Committee of 
Precedents was made on the 11th of December, Then 
tho viewB which Fox had put forth the day beforo 
were controverted by Lord Camden and defended by 
Lord Loughborough. Tho Chancellor delivered liim- 
self of a temporising speech, as though not yet fixed in 
his opinion. But he began to fenr that ho might bo 
a loser instead of gainer by his projected act of 
treachery. The reports of Dr. Willis w'ero in duo 
courso submitted to him. He might observo that day 
by day they expressed a confident hope of tho King’s 
recover)*. Ho might observo that on tho 13th tho 
Queen and tho Princesses, whom the King had not 
scon since tho 5tli of tho last month, were brought 


3 IicUcra to Lord B«eVinRliam,Dec 11 and 18, 178**, as published In 
the Courts and Cabinets of Georgo HI 
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into liis presence without clanger. lie seized Her 
Majesty’s hand, kissed it, and held it in his during 
the whole interview, which lasted half an hour. The 
little Princess Amelia, who from her infancy had been 
his favourite child, sat upon his lap/ 

• The Chancellor felt that he could temporise no 
longer without great risk to his own position. With 
the new hopes of the King’s recovery which Dr. Willis 
gave, he determined to take a bolder course on the 
next occasion in the House of Lords. That next occa- 
sion came on the 15th of December. Then the Duke 
of York made a good and sensible speech (his first in 
Parliament), disavowing most expressly in his brother’s 
name any claim not derived from the will of the 
people. The Chancellor upon this left the Woolsack 
and addressed the House. He began by expressing his 
great satisfaction that no claim of right was to be 
raised by the Prince of Wales. But as he next pro- 
ceeded to the afflicted condition of the King, his 
emotion seemed to grow uncontrollable, his voice fal- 
tered, and he burst into a flood of tears. Kecovering 
himself, he declared his fixed and unalterable reso- 
lution to stand by a Sovereign who, during a reign 
of twenty-seven years, had proved his sacred regard 
to the principles which seated his family upon the 
Throne. Their first duty, he said, was to preserve the 
rights of that Sovereign entire, so that, when God 
should permit him to recover, he might not find 


4 Locker MSS., as cited by Mr. Massey in liis History of England, 
• yoI. iii. p. 387. 


B 3 
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himself in a ■worse situation than before his illness 
The Chancellor dwelt on his own feelings of grief 
and gratitude, and wrought himself up at last to these 
celebrated words ** and when I forget my King, may 
my God forget me 1 ’ 

It seems scarcely possible to exaggerate the strong 
impression which this half sentence made Within 
the House itself the effect was not perhaps so satis- 
factory Willies, who was standing under the Throne, 
eyed the Chancellor askance, and muttered, “God 

forget you* He will see jou d first!” Burke 

at the same moment exclaimed, with equal wit and 
with no profaneness, “ The best thing that can happen 
to you l * Pitt also was on the steps of the Throne 
On Lord Thurlow’s imprecation he is said to havo 
rushed out of the House, exclaiming several times 
“Oh, what a rascal 

But m tlio country at largo tho intrigues of Thnrlow 
were not known they wero not even suspected. Ho 
was looked upon ns tho fearless as^ertor of Ins Sole- 
reign’s rights— ns a strictly honest roan, prepared, if 
need should be, to suffer for his honesty , and tho im- 
pressive half sentence winch he had just pronounced fell 
m exactly with tho current of popular feeling at tho 
time Tho words flew from mouth to mouth The) 
wero seen far and wido in England, printed around 
portraits and wreaths, embossed on snuff boxes or 
embroidered on pocket hooks It can senreel) ho 


• Locker M'-S , ciled in tbo History of I ngUnJ by W Massey Esq-, 

toI iii p 
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doubted .that in the Parliamentary conflict they .be- 
came a valuable auxiliary on the Minister’s side. 

Meanwhile, in the House of Commons Pitt was 
steadily pursuing the course on which he had from the 
first determined. On the IGth he brought forward 
three Resolutions; the first a formal one, declaring 
the fact of the King’s illness, and the second asserting 
in the clearest terms that it was both the right and 
duty of the two Houses to provide the means of sup- 
plying the defect in the Royal authority. For this 
purpose — so said the third Resolution — it was neces- 
sary that the two Houses should determine the means 
of giving the Royal Assent to such a Bill of Regency 
as they were about to pass. Being called upon to 
state what was meant by this last Resolution, Pitt 
explained that the Chancellor should be empowered 
by a joint vote of both Houses to put the Great Seal 
to a Commission for giving the Royal Assent to the 
intended Bill. This device — or this “ Phantom,” as 
the Opposition called it — to use the Great Seal without 
the King’s authority, and to give the Royal Assent 
without the Royal knowledge, was no doubt a strange 
anomaly; yet it is hard to say, under such unprece- 
dented difficulties, what lesser anomaly or what better 
expedient could have been devised. 

It was against the second and essential Resolution, 
containing the pith of the scheme, that the main 
Opposition stand was made. We find, as we might 
expect, some complaints of “ rats ” in the Ministerial 
correspondence of that time. The chiefs of Oppo- 
sition had whispered that the reign of George the 
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Third was now, in fact, at an end, and tlie Prince liad 
condescended to assume the part of a canvasser Tor 
votes He wrote himself to the Earl of Lonsdale, 
soliciting as a personal favour Ins aid on this occa- 
sion The Earl issued his mandate accordingly, and 
“Lord Lonsdale’s people,” as Mr Grenville terms 
them® — that is, the Members whom he nominated, 
declared themselves, reluctantly perhaps, against the 
Government 

In this debate, on the lGtli of December, Lord 
North spoke against the Government proposal with 
great temper and great ability. Fox also, though 
labouring under severe indisposition, put forth Ins 
admirable powers “ One of the best speeches I ever 
heard from him,” writes Mr Grenville the next day. 
That great speech may, lioweter, bo justly charged 
with indiscretion , for m one passage Pox ‘bitterly 
inveighed against his n\al, alleging that Pitt would 
never have proposed any limitation on the Prince’s 
power, had he not been conscious that ho did not 
desen o the Prince’s confidence, and would not bo the 
Prince’s Minister Put this unworthy taunt exposed 
lum — and perhaps not him alone — to a most severe 
reply “ I declare,” said Pitt, “ the attack winch tho 
Eight lion gentleman has just now mado to bo un- 
founded, arrogant, and presumptuous. As to my being 
conscious that I do not deserve tho favour of tho 
Prince, I can only say tlint I know hut ono way in 
which I or any man could desen o it — by having 


* Letter to Lord I5aclan 0 Lam, December 17, 17SS 
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uniformly endeavoured in a public situation to do my 
duty to the King his father, and to the country at 
large. If, in thus endeavouring to deserve the confi- 
dence of the Prince, it should appear that I, in fact, 
have lost it, however painful and mortifying that 
circumstance may be to me, and from whatever cause 
it may proceed, I may indeed regret it, but I will 
boldly say it is impossible I should ever repent 
of it.” 

Of this reply from Pitt, Grenville says next day 
to his brother, “ I never heard a finer burst of elo- 
quence, nor witnessed such an impression as it pro- 
duced.” That impression was indeed perceptible in 
the division which ensued. Then, in spite of all 
the efforts of all the Prince’s party, the second 
Resolution was affirmed by 2G8 votes against 201. 
“ The division exceeded our expectations,” writes Gren- 
ville. “All the neutrals, and many of the wavering 
people, and some of the most timid of our friends were 
against us.” 

The Resolution was again debated, but with no 
different issue, in its further stages. It is painful on 
one of these occasions to view so mighty an intellect 
„as Burke’s expose itself by its bursts of passion to the 
contempt of far inferior minds. Even Sir William 
Young, a Buckinghamshire Member altogether un- 
known to fame, could speak of him in one debate as 
“ Eolly personified.” Burke had so far forgot himself 
as to compare the Chancellor to one of the least decent 
of the Pagan deities, and to draw a caricature descrip- 
tion of his face. “ It is intended,” he said, “ as I 
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have heard, to set up a man with blaclc brows and a 
large wig; he is the fit person; trust none of the 
Royal family: he will be a kind of scarecrow to the 
two Houses; he is to give a fictitious assent in the 
King’s name, and this is to be binding on the people ! 
I do not approve of any robbery, whether house- 
breaking, highway robbery, or any other; yet each 
of them in my opinion is more excusable than this.” 

In writing to Lord Buckingham, Sir 'William Young 
goes on to say of Burke that “ho finished Iris wild 
speech in a manner next to madness.” Burke was 
then inveighing against the supposed intention to 
restrain tho Regent from any grant of peerages. “It 
is not very decorous” ho cried. “Suppose, for in- 
stance, tho Princo wished to bestow honours on tho 
houso of Cavendish, would any person in this IIouso 
have tho audacity to disputo tho propriety of such an 
honour? Or, suppose His Royal Highness should bo 

disposed to revivo tlio titlo of Rockingham .” 

Strange that so profound a reasoncr did not perceivo 
thnt here ho was striking a wrong chord! Strango 
that ho could expect any public sympathy to this, mero 
personal grievance 1 Strango that ho should not anti- 
cipate tho philosophic resignation with which tho 
country would be disposed to bear tho calamity that 
sorao months or sorao years must elapse before frcsli 
liouours could bo heaped on ono or other of tho 
Great Whig Houses 1 Stranger still that ho failed to 
seo around him tho anxiety of his own friends to 
restrain him, and tho eagerness, ns wo find it recorded, 
of Ins opponents to cheer him onwards os hoping to 
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hear from his loquacity the entire list of the intended 
Peers ! A perfect hurricane of tumult was raised by 
such contending emotions, and to this, in nearly his 
concluding sentence, Burke referred. “In vocifera- 
tion and noise,” he cried, “some persons arc very 
great, but I know a set, of hounds that would eclipse 
them.” 

The three ^Resolutions of Pitt being carried through 
the House of Commons, were next sent up for tlio 
concurrence of the House of Lords. The debate upon 
them stood fixed for the 2Gth of December. Up 
almost to that time Lord Thurlow does not seem to 
have 'wholly lost the hope of making some terms with 
the Prince ; but on Christmas Day he sought a secret 
interview with Pox, and expressed his desire that the 
negotiation between them might be considered at an 
end. As Fox next day reports the matter to Lord 
Loughborough: “It was much the pleasantest con- 
versation I have had with him for many years. Upon 
the business of our interview he was perfectly open 
and explicit, and dismissed the subject as soon as 
possible with perfect good humour, in order to talk 
upon general ones in our old manner of conversing. 
He was in a talkative vein, and France, Spain, 
Hastings, Demosthenes, and Cicero were all talked 
over as if between two friends who had neither political 
contention nor enmity.” 7 

The Chancellor being thus set free from his late en- 


7 See Lord Campbell’s Lives of tlie Chancellors, vol. vi. p. 206, 



16 


LIFE OF PITT 


Cnxr XU 


tanglement, tool, a decided part in the impending de- 
bate, and gave battle with great force to Lord Lough- 
borough In. a am did Lord Rawdon, as a personal ad- 
herent of the Prince, interpose with an amendment 
tending to avoid a decision on the abstract point of 
right, the original Resolutions were affirmed by 99 
Peers against 66 

By these votes of the Commons and the Lords the 
ground was cleared for Pitt’s proposal with respect to 
the Regency Bill, a proposal hitherto kept secret, and 
indeed not jet fully matured But during the intenal 
he received a most signal token of the public esteem 
and approbation. 

It was well Imown b\ the public that Pitt would not 
bo continued one hour in office by the Regent It was 
known that he had already taken measures for return- 
ing to his first profession It was also known, perhaps 
that Ins neglect of his pnvato affairs had involved him 
in some debts, which ho trusted to discharge bj an in- 
dustrious application of lus talents at the Bar At this 
•very time, however, there was held, bj public advertise- 
ment, a meeting of tlio principal bankers and monejed 
men of London, anxious to tender him on Ins retirement 
from office a substantial mark of their esteem f Iho 
sum of 50,000; was first proposed, hut so great was thn 
enthusiasm, that in the spaco of fortj eight hours tins 
sum was doubled, and Mr Gcorgo Rose, ns Ins Secrc- 
tarj of tlio Treasury, was requested to press upon lain, 
in the manner most likely to bo acceptable, a free gift 
of 100,000? But Mr Pitt answered Ins friend ns fol- 
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lows : “ No consideration upon earth, shall ever induce 
me to accept it .” 8 

Surely it was not without reason, nor merely from the 
warmth of private friendship, that we find William 
Grenville at almost the same date exclaim to his brother, 
“ There certainly never was in this country at any period 
such a situation as Mr. Pitt’s.” 9 

As regarded the plan of the impending Regency, it 
was on full deliberation the judgment of the Minister 
that the care of the Royal Person, together with the 
direction and appointment of all offices in the Royal 
Household, should remain with the Queen; that the 
Prince of Wales, as Regent, should have no power to 
grant peerages except to his brothers on their attaining 
the age of twenty-one ; that His Royal Highness should 
not be enabled to grant the real or personal property of 
the King, nor any office in reversion, nor for any other 
term than during His Majesty’s pleasure any pension 
or any office whatsoever except such as must by law be 
granted for life, or during good behaviour. These re- 
strictions, as Mr. Pitt explained, were all founded on 
the hope of the King’s recovery at no distant period. 
But if unhappily the reverse should prove to be the 
case, it would, he said, be open hereafter to the wisdom 
of Parliament to reconsider the arrangement it had 
made. 


0 Compare on this transaction 
the letter of Sir William Yonng to 
Lord Buckingham of December 23, 
17SS, with the statement of Mr. 
Bose in the House of Commons 


after Pitt’s decease, February 3, 
1S06. 

9 See tbe Courts and Cabinets 
of George HI., vol. ii. p. 81. 
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The first step of Mr Pitt towards his Regency Bill 
was to announce its provisions m a letter to the Prince 
of Woles This he did on the 30th of December fC My 
dear Lord,” thus at once wrote the Prince to Lough- 
borough, “ I have just received a letter from the Minis- 
ter with such restrictions as no Dictator could possibly, 
I think, ever have been barefaced enough to have 
brought forward Pray come to Charles’s as soon as 
} ou possibly can, to take these matters into considera- 
tion ” Several other persons besides Fox and Lough- 
boronghwere drawn by the Prmco into council, and 
lus reply to Pitt having been framed with great care, 
was on the 2nd of January, 1789, despatched in the 
name of His Royal Highness. Tins letter, which has 
been often printed, is certainly ono of tlio best State- 
papers in the English language Most stately and 
courteous m its tone, while mo^t severe and searching 
in its comments, it comprises in its pregnant brent) 
nil the arguments that could bo urged against the Minis- 
terial measure Tins masterly performance enrao from 
tho pen of Burke, and it may veil enlianco our just 
admiration of Burke’s transcendent powers when wc 
find him on so loft) an occasion enabled to adopt a wholly 
different style, In) osulo his gorgeous imager) , and riso 
clear from tluro gusts of violence in which lie had so 
reccntl) indulged 

Two days afterwards Mr Pitt, in tlio name of tho 
wholo Government, replied as follows to tho Pn nee’s 
letter 

'* IMiitdnll, Jan 5, 176^ 

“The King’s sonants have received tho paper winch 
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vour Koval Highness was pleased to communicate to 
them through the Lord Chancellor. 

“They beg leave respect fully to assure your Koval 
Highness that if the plan which they took the liberty 
of submitting to your Koval Highness had appeared to 
them in the light in which they have tin 1 mortification 

V— ft 

to observe that it is considered bv vour Koval Highness, 

• * • * 

it would never have occurred to them to propose it. The 
King’s servants, in forming this plan for the intermediate 
settlement which the present calamity requires, have 
had constantly in view that object of which vour Koval 
Highness expresses the fullest approbation — restoring to 
the lung, whenever His Majesty’s health is sufficiently 
recovered, the personal exercise of that government, 
which in right and law still resides with His Majesty, 
and also -the providing in a competent manner for the 
intermediate preservation of that dignity which ought 
not to be separated from the Koval Person. In this 
view, while they considered the temporary exorcise of 
the Koyal authority on His Majesty’s behalf and during 
His Majesty’s illness as essentially different from the 
actual possession of the Crown, they have at the same 
time been anxious to extend tlmt authority to every 
article which they could conceive essential or necessary 
for the temporary administration of tlio King’s power. 
They have deeply to regret that a plan formed to the 
best of their judgment, for these purposes, should have 
appeared liable to the observations contained in the 
paper which your Koyal Highness lias been pleased to 
communicate. But as on the fullest deliberation they 
cannot but consider the principles of that plan as re- 
sulting from their indispensable duty to their Sovereign, 
and as there is no part of the subject on which your 
Koyal Highness has intimated your pleasure for receiv- 
ing any particular explanation, they find they shall not be 
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thought wanting in the respect winch they owe, and 
which they must always be anxious to certify, to your 
Royal Highness, if thej still feel themselves bound to 
adhere to these principles in the propositions to be 
offered to the consideration of Parliament." 

On the same day as the date of the Prince’s letter, 
the 2nd of January, and after a short illness, the Speaker, 
Mr. Cornwall, died. As might be expected from the 
state of parties, a contest ensued The Government 
proposed Mr. Grenville, and the Opposition Sir Gilbert 
Elliot, but the former was elected bj a largo majority, 
215 against 144. It was hoped, however, by the latter 
party that a new source of embarrassment to tho Minis- 
ters had here arisen The Duke of York, who m theso 
transactions had taken part warmly with his elder 
brother, expressed in all companies his exultation that 
now the immediate appointment of a Regent was in- 
evitable, since tho new Speaker could not bo confirmed 
without the Rojal authority But Pitt was not tho man 
to be baffled by a mere obstaclo of form. Tho new 
Speaker stated tho case to the Houso for their instruc- 
tions and expressed his dcsiro to follow tho precedents of 
tho Restoration and tho Revolution, in neither of which 
coses was tho Speaker presented for tho Rojal approval 
Tho House acquiesced in tins course, and tho business 
of Parliament proceeded as before. 

Next, however, there came another obstruction from 
tho proposal winch Pox worm!} pressed of a now Com- 
mittee to examine tho King’s phjsieians He hoped to 
t licit “ome later eudcnco unfavourable to tho prospect 
of His Majesty's recoven, and therefore unfuourablo 
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also to the rest rict ions'proposcd on His Royal Highness. 
Pitt granted the Committee, anil it sal for a week. Hr. 
"Willis, who appeared before it. underwent, n long and 
hitter cross-examination by the Opposition chiefs, who 
could not forgive his sanguine hopes. With signal want 
of judgment they ventured on a scandalous and wholly 
unfounded insinuation, reflecting not. onlv on himself, 
but on the Queen. They hinted, and the charge was 
re-echoed by the Opposition press, that the Queen and 
Hr. Willis were in collusion for the purpose of misre- 
presenting the health of the King, and of defeating the 
claims of the Prince. Such an allegation could only 
recoil upon its authors, as they speedily discovered by 
its effect upon the public out of doors. 

When at last the Committee had given in its [Report, 
not at all in the sense that Fox had expected, Pitt 
was able on the 16th of January to move five Resolu- 
tions embodying those restrictions on the Regency 
which he had announced in his letter to the Prince. 
In his opening speech he referred with just resentment 
to the calumnious insinuation which he had heard in 
the Committee up-stairs, and dared any one to bring it 
forward in a direct and tangible form. It was a charge 
of no common gravity on any physician that he should 
submit to he unduly influenced by a great personage, 
and consent to give an unti-ue account of His Majesty’s 
health. It was a charge of no common gravity on an 
illustrious lady, “ who had lived for almost thirty years 
in this country without blame of any kind, a pattern of 
domestic tenderness and virtue, against whom the breath 
of calumny had not dared to send forth even a whisper. 
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and wlio could merit it least of all at n moment when 
visited by the heaviest affliction.” And Pitt might 
have added, but he did not, how doubly hard, how 
doubly cruel, the charge against her if it had been sanc- 
tioned by one of her own sons. 

In the debates that now ensued the principal spokes- 
man on tho Prince’s side was Sheridan, and the chief 
struggle was on the fifth Resolution, which related to 
the Royal Household. But here tho Minister again 
prevailed. A moderate amendment, moved by Lord 
North, to insert tho words “fora limited time,” was 
rejected on tho 19th of January by 220 votes against 
1G5. 

The five Resolutions being communicated to the 
Lords, were by them affirmed, though not without a 
keen debate*, a division, and a protest, the latter signed 
among others by tbeir Royal Highnesses of York and 
Cumberland. The next step was to open Parliament in 
form by a Commission under tho Great Seal, and tho 
next, on the 5th of February, to introduce in tho Houso 
of Commons tho Regency Bill founded on tho preceding 
Resolutions. Tho Bill passed rapidly through all its 
stages. The Opposition wero dispirited by their recent 
failures. Pox was ill, and had gone to Bath. Burko 
alone indulged in somo new Follies of passion. Thus 
one day we find him inveighing against tho Minister, 
who ho said was “ acting treason. By his Bill he in- 
tends not only to degrado tho Prince of "Wales, but 
to outlaw , excommunicate, and attaint tho whole House 
‘of Brunswick." 

But here, amidst loud cries of 44 Order,” Mr. Pitt ro*-c. 
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“In any attacks upon myself,” lm said, “I seldom think 
it worth while to interrupt the Eight Hon. gentleman, 
or, indeed, to make him any answer. Hut when the 
acts of the House are called in question, and a Bill, 
avowedly founded on those acts, is described in such 
terms as wc have heard, 1 do hope that the House 'will 
interpose its authority.” 

Still Burke was by no means checked in his wild 
career. On a later day he gave still much more offence 
by some words that seemed an insult to the King. lie 
spoke of his afflicted Sovereign as “having been by tho 
Almighty hurled from his Throne and plunged into a 
condition which drew down upon him the pity of tho 
meanest peasant in his kingdom ! ” But here a storm 
of indignation rose. Lord Graham sprang up and de- 
clared he would allow no man to say tlie King was 
hurled from the Throne. “ Take down liis words ! ” 
cried other Members. Burke attempted to explain, but 
with slight effect upon the House. 

The Begency Bill finally passed the House of Com- 
mons on tlie 12th of February. On the 17th and IStli 
the Peers discussed it in Committee. The Third Head- 
ing was close impending, and the Chancellor was ready 
to give immediately afterwards the substitute for tlie 
Eo) r al Assent. 

But a change was now at hand in the King’s health. 
On the 2nd of February Miss Burney met the King by 
accident for the first time since the 5th of November. 
He was walking in Kew Gardens between the two 
Doctors Willis, and engaged her in conversation for a 
considerable time. She observed some wildness in his 
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eyes, and a great deal of incoherence in his language. 
From the 6th the improvement grew rapid and decided. 
Dr. Willis, who was in daily communication with Mr. 
Pitt, declared himself clearly of opinion that after a 
short period no part of His Majesty’s mental disorder 
would remain. For some time Dr. Warren was reluc- 
tant to acknowledge any real improvement in the face 
of his gloomy predictions. But ere long he w as overpow- 
ered by the force of facts. The public bulletin of the 
12th of February mentioned “ progressive amendment,” 
and that of the 17th “ a state of convalescence.” 

Still Pitt and Lord Thurlow, feeling the magnitudo 
of the point at issue, hesitated. But Dr. Willis was 
clear in his own opinion. Ho sought an interview with 
Lord Thurlow, and repeated that opinion in the strongest 
terms. As the story was afterwards told by one of his 
sons, Dr. Willis actually “ bullied ” the Chancellor bo- 
foro ho could make him stir in the matter. 

On the 19th, however, a Cabinet was held, and in 
consequence of the decision which was thcro adopted 
the Chancellor that same evening ro*e in the IIouso of 
Lords and announcing the auspicious news proposed 
that the Committee on the Regency Bill should bo put 
off till the 23rd. “And,” Miss Burney add*, “tin* 
evening, for tlio first time, tho King came upstairs to 
drink tea with the Queen and Princesses in the drawing- 
room. JIuzzn ! huzza ! ” 

On that afternoon nl*o Fitt wrote to his mother, after 
several weeks of silence, to give her the good news. 
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“ Thursday, Fob. 10, 17S0. 

“ My dear Motiieil 

“You will have seen for some days how con- 
stant^ the news from Kew lms been improving. The 
public account this morning is that the King continues 
advancing in recovery. The private one is that ho is 
to all appearance perfectly well, and if it. were the case 
of a private man. would be immediately declared so. It 
remains only to consider how far he can bear the im- 
pression of the state of public business ; but in conse- 
quence of these circumstances the Bill will probably be 
postponed in the House of Lords to-day till Monday ; 
and if the prospect is then confirmed, the plan of the 
Regency must probably bo altered with a view to a 
very short interval indeed, or perhaps wholly laid aside. 
This intelligence Anil be welcome enough to excuse 
a short letter, and I could not resist the pleasure of 
communicating it, though not in a moment, as you may 
imagine, of much more leisure than even for some time 
past under different circumstances. 

“ Ever, my dear Mother, &c., 

" W. Pitt.” 

On the 20th the Chancellor went himself to Kew, and 
had an interview of an hour and a quarter with the 
King. He was with His Majesty again on the 22nd, 
and reported to Pitt that he never at any period had 
seen him more composed, collected, and distinct. On 
the 23rd — thus -writes Mr. Grenville to his brother at 
Lublin Castle — " the two Princes were at . Kew, and saw 
the King in the Queen’s apartment. She was present 
the whole time, a precaution for which, God knows, 
there was but too much reason. They kept him waiting 
YOL. II. c 
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ft considerable time before they arrived, and after they 
left him drove immediately to Mrs Armistead’s, in Park 
Street, m hopes of finding Fox there, to give him an 
account of what had passed ” 

Later on the same day, the 23rd, the King wrote his 
first letter since his illness to Pitt , an excellent letter, 
as Wilberforce, to whom it was shown in confidence, 
calls it in his Diary On the morrow ensued the first 
interview between the Monarch and the Minister Pitt 
on his return from Kew called upon Grenville, and gave 
him m perfect unreserve an account of what had passed 
"I was with the King," he said, “above an hour this 
morning There was not the smallest trace or appear- 
ance of any disorder His manner was unusually com 
posed and dignified, but there was no other difference 
whatever from what I had been used to see The lung 
spoke of his disorder as of a thing past, and which had left 
no other impression on lus mud than that of gratitude 
for his recovery, and a sense of what he owed to those 
who had stood by him He spoke of these in such a 
mauner as brought tears into his eyes, but with that 
degree of affection of mind there was not the least ap- 
pearance of Ins disorder After I had left His Majesty 
I conversed with Willis, who told me that he now 
thought tho King quite well, that ho could not per- 
ceive the least trace remaining of his malady ” 

Thus fell to the ground at once tho Begency Bill, 
and all that airy fabric of hopes which the Opposition 
had reared upon it. The solo remaining question was 
whether the King’s resumption of authority should bo 
by his own act or through an examination of plijsicians 
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The latter course would have been the more logical and 
Parliamentary, but the former was most in accordance 
with personal respect and public feeling, and this was 
accordingly preferred. 

The exultation of the great body of the people at the 
good news of the King’s recovery was most warmly 
shown. On the day when he resumed his authority 
there was, unbidden by the Government, a general illu- 
mination of London. His domestic virtues could not 
but be contrasted in the minds of all by-standers with 
the character and recent conduct of the Prince of Wales. 
As a day of public Thanksgiving the 23rd of April was 
appointed, and it was kept with every token of heartfelt 
joy and gratitude in all the chinches and chapels of the 
kingdom. 

The 'public joy which appeared throughout the laud 
on the 23rd of April attained its highest pitch, its most 
eminent manifestation, in London, where the King and 
Queen, attended by the Royal Family, by the two 
Houses of Parliament, and by the great Officers of 
State, went in procession to attend the solemn service 
of Thanksgiving at St. Paul’s. The streets along the 
line of route, the windows and the platforms which had 
been raised beside them, were thronged with an innu- 
merable concourse of spectators ; and within the cathe- 
dral no sooner had His Majesty reached the open space 
under the great dome, than the organ, accompanied by 
the voices of above five thousand children of the City 
Charity Schools, began the hundredth psalm. The 
simple melody joined to the spectacle much affected the 
King. He had walked in between the Bishop of Lon- 

c 2 
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don and the Bishop of Lincoln Dean of St Paul’s , 
and turning to the latter, he said with great emotion, 
** I now feel that I have been ill ” In the evening there 
ensued a second illumination, general and brilliant 
beyond all former example 
The day of Thanksgiving at St Paul’s is regarded by 
Lord Macaulay as the zenith m the political life of 
Mr Pitt “ To such a height of power and glory,” he 
says, “ had this extraordinary man risen at twenty-nine 
jears of age And now,” he adds, perhaps less justlj, 
** the tide was on the turn ” 

The joy in England at the restoration of the King, 
though its mainspring was the national loyalty, might 
no doubt be further heightened^ on considering what 
would have been the results in Ireland had his malady 
continued The most eminent members of the Irish 
Legislature had come to London m December Mr 
Grattan had closely watched the proceedings of the 
House of Commons from beneath the Gallery, but had 
given no public indication of ins views In truth, how- 
ever, so far as the question of Regency was concerned, 
he had thoroughly espoused the opinions of Pox. When, 
therefore, the Irish Parliament met in February , Grattan, 
far from following the precedent set m England, moved 
an Address to the Prince of Wales inviting him to 
assume, during the King’s illness, the Government of 
Ireland, with full hinglj powers This Address was 
earned in both Houses Being then m due form laid 
beforo the Lord Lieutenant, His Excellency replied 
that a sense of hi3 official duty as a sworn sen ant of 
the King must preclude him from transmitting, as was 
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requested, tliis Address to England. Then tlie two 
Houses, again urged on by Grattan, resolved to send 
over their Address by delegates of their own. For this 
mission the Commons chose four of their members, and 
the Peers the Duke of Leinster and Lord Ckarlemont. 

It follows, therefore, that had not George the Third 
at this very period resumed his Koyal functions, the 
Hegency in the two countries would have been held on 
wholly different tenures — in England with restricted, 
in Ireland with unrestricted authority. Hard it seems 
to say whether such a result, if earned to its full conse- 
quences, would have been attended with most of incon- 
venience or most of ridicule ; and this instance is alone 
sufficient to cast the gravest doubts in an Imperial point 
of view on the wisdom and policy of that Legislative 
Equality which Grattan had achieved in 1782. 

On reviewing the whole of these Parliamentary con- 
flicts, they will be found, I think, to reflect high honour 
on Mr. Pitt. He had certainly an up-hill battle to fight. 
With the general belief, in the first instance, that the 
King’s recovery was hopeless, there was also a general 
desire to find favour with the Prince of Wales. And 
the question being wholly new, there was no incon- 
sistency involved in any vote that might be given on 
the side of His Koyal Highness. Nothing but the 
consummate skill and unconquerable firmness of Pitt 
could have waged so unequal a conflict with success. 
Even these might not have prevailed, had they not been 
aided by the faults of his opponents. The whole con- 
duct of the Prince s friends, from the first claim of 
right by Fox down to the last gust of passion from 
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Burlce, does indeed display an extraordinary series of 
errors. Had they done what was prudent, or, what 
is often most prudent in difficult emergencies, done 
nothing at all, the majority of Pitt might have 
wavered or broke asunder, and the restrictions which 
he deemed requisite might not have been imposed. 

But the argument may be carried further still. We 
may observe that all the delays and obstructions which 
took place in the appointment of a Regency, came, not 
from Hr. Pitt, but from his opponents. Had they not, 
besides putting forward their inadmissible claim of right, 
moved for new Committees and fresh examinations, the 
Prince of Wales must have assumed the government 
soon after Christmas. The King after liis recovery more 
than once declared that, had ho then found a Regency 
established, he should have regarded it as an Act of 
Lunacy against himself, and should have refused to 
resume his power. But in any case the authority of 
the Prince ns Regent, and of Mr. Fox as Minister, even 
had it endured only a few weeks, would have been of 
no slight importance. A great number of Members of 
Parliament desirous of supporting tho Government of 
the day would have passed over to tho new standard 
and become committed to it ; and if Mr. Pitt had then 
come back to office under the King’s resumed authority, 
it would have been as shorn of no small part of his past 
ascendant. 

It may bo added before I quit this subject, that tho 
IGng’s recovery, though complete for all purposes of 
government, was not clear of all clouds, nor freo from 
all danger of relapse. His letters to Mr. Pitt during 
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the rcmnindcr of the Session contain many complaints 
that he did not feel well. It. appears also that Dr. 
Willis and his son Dr. John paid occasional visits to the 
King, both at Ivew and Windsor, during the months of 
April, May, and June 

We may also obsetve that on the King’s recovery 
his attachment to his Chancellor appeared the same as 
before. Perhaps Kir. Pitt may have been unwilling to 
agitate His Majesty, and forbore from stating to him 
the treacherous conduct of Lord Tlmrlow during the 
lloyal malady. Perhaps the King, in spite of such a 
statement, may have retained his former feelings. 
Certain it is that we find him, in writing to Mr. Pitt, on 
April 21, 1789, strongly press for a cordial concert 
between his two principal Ministers. But the Chan- 
cellor proved the truth of the vigorous lines, 

“ Forgiveness to the injured does belong : — 

But they ne’er pardon who have done the wrong.” 

It was he who, ever since the King’s recovery, showed 
aversion and bitterness to Mr. Pitt, rather than Mr. Pitt 
to him. 
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CHAPTEK XIII. 

1789—1790 

Pitts financial measures — Wflberforce’s Speech on the Slave Trade 
■ — ■ Mr. Addington elected Speaker — Promotions in the Peerage 
— Duel between tlie Duke of York and Colonel Lennox — National 
defences — Lord Buckingham s wish for a Dukedom — Refused by 
the King — Lord Westmorland appointed Lord-Lientenant of Ire- 
land — Tnal of Stockdole — French Revolution — Opinions of Pox 
and Burke — Policy of Pitt— Affair of Nootka Sound — Dissolu- 
tion of Parliament — The Westminster Election — Continued dif- 
ference with Spam — Secret negociahon at Pans — Convention 
signed at Madrid — Dr Pnce and Lord Stanhope— Essay on the 
French Revolution by Burke 

On the restoration of the King to health, the debates in 
Parliament, so long confined to the single topic of his 
illness, resumed their customary course. In finance, 
Pitt consented to remit the Shop-tax, which ho had 
imposed in 1785. It had grown highly unpopular, 
above all in London and Westminster, which paid, as 
is alleged, tliree fourths of the whole tax ; and Pox 
had brought forward annual motions against it, which 
Pitt had successfully resisted, but in which his ma- 
jorities had declined. 

Another financial measure of this year related to tlto 
tax upon tobacco. Pitt had calculated that twelve 
millions of pounds wore annually consumed in the 
kingdom, while the legal importation was only ol 
seven millions; so that no less than five millions 
must be smuggled, at a doss to tlio revenue of 
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300.000?. a year. To remedy tin's pernicious system, 
Pitt proposed and carried a Bill, transferring tho 
greater part of the duty from the Customs to the 
Excise, and therefore, of course, subjecting tho manu- 
facturer of tobacco to the survey of the Exciseman. 

In 1789, owing chiefly to the delays produced by tho 
King’s illness, the House of Lords could allot, only 
seventeen days to the trial of Hastings, so that little 
progress was made. But the vehemence of Burke 
exposed the party of the prosecutors to considerable 
disadvantage. In opening the Charge relative to 
presents, on the 21st of April, he travelled far beyond 
the. limits of that Charge, asserting in express terms 
that Hastings had murdered Nuncoinar by the hands 
of Sir Elijah Impey. Upon this Mr. Hastings drew up, 
and Major Scott presented, a petition to the House 
of Commons, complaining of such unauthorised allega- 
tions on the part of those who professed to speak as 
the representatives and from the instructions of the- 
House. Several warm debates ensued. Eox did his 
best to vindicate his friend; but with better reason 
Pitt maintained that it was utterly unjustifiable in the 
Managers to bring forward accusations against Mr. 
Hastings which were not contained in the Articles 
of Impeachment, and which could not therefore bo 
comprised in the directions of the House. And finally, 
on the motion of the Marquis of Graham, one of the 
Lords of the Treasury, a vote of censure was carried, by a 
large majority, upon the words which Burke had used. 

On the 8th of May Mr. Henry Beaufoy renewed the 
motion for a repeal of tlie Test and Corporation Acts. 

o 3 
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Though withstood both by Pitt and Lord North — a 
present and a late Prime Minister — thero was but 
a '-mail mijonh ngoimt the motion: the numbers 
tains 122 and 102 Tins deserves to be noticed a* 
one of the list occasions when the Commons.’ debate* 
display to Us the once fnmliar name of Lord North 
Hi* health had become impaired, and next year 
he succeeded hr* fither as Earl of Guilford. 

Another proposal nude in this. Session by Hr. 
Bewfo\ was to ^t apart by Act of Parliament a day 
of annual Thanksgiving for the Revolution of 16$$ 
The Bill for tin* pnrpo-o parsed the Commons with 
little notice or remark. But m the Loids it stirred up 
*©n\uch mdiunat’on in the brea«t of at Iea«t one Prelate. 
Bishop Warren of Bangor, tint Ins Lorddnp would not, 
according to theumal form, await the Second Readme, 
but opposed it even on the First. Tim Bill, the Bishop 
*sud. was quite unnecessary, since the great event of the 
Revolution was alreadv commemorated by the Church 
m the Service of the oth of November — “ a Semee,” 
added his Lordship, ** drawn up with gre it gravity aud 
wisdom and a* unexceptionable a Service a* any in the 
whole Book of Common Prayer ” On the other hand, 
Lord Stanhope, replying to the Bishop of Ranger, found 
great fault with tlie Service of the oth of Novimlxx 
But the Chancellor declaring Ins full agreement with 
the Bishop, the Bill was thrown out, m a tlnn House, by 
thirteen Pixrs to «ix. 

On the l*2th of Mot Air. Wdber r oree brought foncml 
the question of the Slave Trade Ills speech of three 
1 ours and a quarter was acknowledged as one c f 
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tlie ablest and most powerful ever heard in Parliament. 
He was warmly supported both by Pitt and Fox. 
Yet, strange as it may seem, the cause for which 
such men combined, instead of making further way, 
receded. The exertions of the planters, the cries of 
Liverpool and Bristol, had succeeded in creating a 
vague, but prevalent feeling of alarm. The Abolition 
of the nefarious traffic had begun to be commonly 
looked upon as a fine-spun theory; sounding well 
in speeches, but likely to be ruinous in practice. All 
that could be done this year was to avoid an open 
defeat by calling for farther evidence at the Bar of the 
House of Commons. 

Before the close of the Session there was another 
vacancy in the Chair of the House of Commons. 
During the King’s illness Grenville had agreed to fill 
that post, as a temporary measure at a difficult crisis, 
and with a clear understanding that it was “not to 
prejudice his other views.” In June accordingly he was 
named Secretary of State, in the place of Lord Sydney. 
He was .succeeded as Speaker, on the nomination of the 
Government, by Henry Addington, son of the physician 
and friend of Lord Chatham, and himself a friend of 
Pitt. It proved an excellent choice, though question- 
able at the outset on the ground of youth and inex- 
perience, since Addington had but just completed his 
thirty-second year. 

. Lord Sydney did not retire from Downing Street with- 
out. some substantial tokens of the friendship and esteem 
of Pitt. He received a sinecure office for life, as Chief 
Justice of Eyre, which had recently fallen vacant, and 
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was worth 25G0Z a year 1 Moreover he was advanced a 
step in the Peerage as Viscount Sydney, and his eldest 
son was made a Lord of the Admiralty The wishes of 
the Earl of Salisbury, Lord Chamberlain, and of Viscount 
Weymouth were also gratified by a like promotion. The 
former became Marquis of Salisbury, and the latter 
Marquis of Bath Lord Fortescue having represented, 
through Mr Pitt, that he stood high in the hst of Barons, 
and that an Earldom had already been held in lus family, 
he was advanced to that dignity The King, in the letter 
which expressed lus assent to these favours, proposed of his 
own accord another Earldom for Lord Mount Edgcumbe, 
which was conferred accordingly A little later in the 
year, William Eden, now ambassador at the Hague, 
was raised to the Irish Peerage as Lord Auckland. 

In the spring of this year was fought a duel between 
the Duke of York and Colonel Lennox, nephew and 
heir-presumptive of the Duke of Richmond The 
Colonel had gone up to His Roy al Highness, on the 
parade at St James’s, and asked for an explanation of 
some disparaging words, relative to himself, which the 
Duke was reported to have used elsewhere The Duho 
with great propriety ordered the Colonel to return to 
Ins post, hut when the parado was over. His Royal 
Highness went into the Orderly Room, sent for Colonel 
Lennox, and in the presence of all the other officers 
said to him, “ I desire to derive no protection from my 
rank as a Prince, or my station as commanding officer 
When not on duty I wear a brown coat, and shall bo 
ready as a pm ate gentleman to give you satisfaction.” 


1 Cornwallis Correspondence toL u,p 5 
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In consequence a meeting took place at TV urn > e on, 
loth parties to fire upon a signal given. The ball o 
Colonel Lennox grazed one of the Duke’s curls, nit 
His Eoyal Highness did not fire in return, and the 
seconds then put a close to the affair. The result 
was* mainly to exhibit in strong colours the unhappy 
estrangement 'which late events had wrought in the 
Royal Family : for a hall being given at St. James s 
shortly afterwards, Colonel Lennox received an invita- 
tion from Her Majesty ; and it is added, not perhaps on 
sufficient grounds, that on coming he was treated with 
marked attention . 2 

In the summer, the Ring being advised to confirm 
his health by some sea-bathing, went to "Weymouth, 
accompanied by the Queen and Princesses. His mode 
of life upon the coast is thus described : — “ He usually 
rises at six, walks the Parade till eight, takes breakfast 
before ten, rides till three, dines at four, and resumes the 
promenade with the Queen and Princesses till late in 
the evening, provided the weather be fine.” Sometimes 
the scene was varied by a sailing party on the sea, or 
an excursion inland ; and their Majesties visited both 
Exeter and Plymouth before they returned to Windsor . 3 

Towards the same period we find Pitt write to Lady 
Chatham, and refer with great interest to the events in 

France. It was on the very day of the taking of the 
Bastille. 


2 Sec on this point the Fox Me- 
morials, vol. ii. p. 308. 

3 Compare the Ann. Keg., 1789, 
p. 201, with Miss Burney’s Diary! 


vol. iv. pp. 28-66, and the King’s 
own account of his health in a 
note to Pitt, dated Exeter, Aug. 27, 
1789. B 
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“ Downing Street, July 14, 1789. 

<c Mr dear Mother, 

“I find at last a little leisure for using my pen, 
from tlie circumstance, which the papers would inform 
you of, of my being within these two days a prisoner 
from a lameness, which is just enough to confine 
me, and to justify some pretensions to the name of gout. 
Lest it should be magnified into more than it is, I am 
anxious that you should receive from myself a certificate 
of my being in all other respects perfectly well, 
and feeling very little inconvenience indeed from this 
slight specimen of what I have long been very well 
entitled to. I am very happy to be able to tell you 
that 'we draw within sight of the close of the Session, 
not very long after which I hope to find myself at 
liberty to extend my excursion as far as Burton. 
Indeed I flatter myself the King’s stay in the West will 
give me a very good opportunity of remaining in that 
part of the world something nearer a reasonable time 
than has been tho case in any of my visits lately. You 
will easily believe this makes mo not tho less im- 
patient for the Beccss, which promises at present, in all 
respects, a good share of holidays. Our neighbours in 
Franco seem coming to actual extremes, the King 
having suddenly dismissed M. Necker, and appearing 
determined to support his authority against tho National 
Assembly. This scene, added to the prevailing scarcity, 
makes that country an object of compassion, even to a 
rival. 

“ Believe mo ever, my dear Mother, Ac., 

« W. Pitt. 

“Lot mo ndd my affectionate compliments to Mr*. 
Stapleton, and kind remembrances to Mrs. Sparry. I 
long to see your sweet little companions, whom I can 
hardly expect to know again.” 
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The “little companions” mentioned in this letter 
were Pitt’s three nieces, the Ladies Stanhope, who were 
then on a visit to their grandmother. Owing to Lord 
Stanhope’s estrangement from him, he had not seen 
them for a considerable time. 

The following letter from the Duke of Richmond in- 
dicates not his own views merely, but those of Pitt, at 
this period in respect to national defences. 


“ My dear Sir, 


“ Goodwood, Sept. 13, 1789. 


“ I perfectly agree with you that the popular preju- 
dice in favour of the Navy and against fortifications is 
so great, that it would be much easier' to avail oneself 
of the former than to combat the latter ; and I think if 
all was ready to set these people at work immediately 
on bringing water into Plymouth Dock town for the use 
of the navy, it would be best so to employ them. But 
the misfortune is that neither the plan is sufficiently 
settled to be able to proceed upon immediately, nor the 
ground through which the stream must be brought pur- 
chased, so that until an Act of Parliament is passed to 
buy the land, nothing material can be done. But if 
the works on Maker could be gone on with, they might 
begin to-morrow. I suggested this as an idea Vhicli 
might possibly be mentioned to the Western members ; 
and if they approved of it as a remedy for such a dan- 
gerous case, I think it might be adopted ; but while 
things are quiet, people are very apt to neglect the 
means of keeping them so, and the same idea will pre- 
\ail more than it ought on account of Prance’s present 
situation. It will make us too secure, and neglect the 
going on with those fortifications which, take my word 
for it, we shall some day regret not having pursued ; 
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but I am sensible how difficult it is to impress this idea 
generally, and therefore, like most other things, it must 
take its chance, and be governed by that great agent 
accident, instead of prudence. I shall, however, prepare 
the plan for getting the water to Plymouth Dock as you 
desire. 

“ I shall at all times be happy to 6ee you, and am 
only sorry it is likely to be so late as a month hence, 
as I wish to show you two very long letters I have had 
from the Chancellor, and my answer. He is by no 
means in good humour, and there are some points I wish 
much to talk to you upon. 

“ I am ever most truly and sincerely yours, 

“ Richmond.” 

During the November of this year we find Lord 
Buckingham in a most resentful mood. Early in the 
spring he had been much incensed in the matter of a 
military promotion, which the King thought the right 
of Colonel Gwynn, but which the Marquis claimed for 
a kinsman of his own. In the summer he came over to 
take the waters of Bath, and in the autumn ho finally 
resigned his Yice-Royalty on the ground of illness. 
“ The wretched state of my health, sacrificed in the dis- 
charge of my duty such was his language at the time 
to Mr. Pitt. But he declared that tho obloquy which 
he had incurred in Ireland during tho King’s illness 
called for “ some distinct and special mark of His Ma- 
jesty’s favour.” The mark of favour at which ho pointed 
was a Dukedom. He pressed it in the strongest manner 
both on liis brother William and on Mr. Pitt, and tho 
latter promised to do his utmost in the Closet after the 
next Drawing Room. 
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In pursuance of tlie same object we find on the 6th 
of November William Grenville write: '“The Drawing 
Room was so very late yesterday, that it was impossible 
for Pitt to go into the Closet afterwards, as it was not 
over till past five, and the King had to go back to 
Windsor afterwards. This being the case, we have 
agreed that, to prevent any further delay, Pitt shall 
write to the King upon the subject, stating all the argu- 
ments. ... I own I am by no means sorry that 
the lateness of the Drawing Room has given a plea for 
having recourse to this mode, as I have always observed 
it to succeed best with the King. All the points may 
be more forcibly urged by being collected and stated in 
reference to each other in a manner which the King’s 
desultory way of speaking makes almost impossible.” — 
These last words deserve particular attention. They 
supply an answer to the question which is sometimes 
put why in 1801 Mr. Pitt, when he was pleading for 
the Roman Catholic claims and staking the existence 
of his Ministry upon them, thought it best to write 
to the King instead of asking an audience of His 
Majesty. 

It was impossible to write a more pressing letter than 
did Mr. Pitt to forward the wishes of Lord Buckingham. 
The King, however, refused. He had no objection, as 
we have seen, to create Marquises and Earls, but he 
wa< determined to reserve the rank of Duke for the 
Princes of his family. 

At this refusal the “ pain and misery ” of Lord Buck- 
ingham (such are Ins own words in his letter to Pitt) 
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were great indeed. He announced to the Minister his 
fixed determination, as a sign of his displeasure, to re- 
sign the Lord Lieutenancy of the county. “ I hope you 
will forgive my adding,” so answered Pitt on the 12th 
of November, “ that the step which you meditate in 
consequence is not only painful to me for a thousand 
reasons both public and personal, but is one which seems 
likely to produce effects in the public impression tho 
reverse of everything you would yourself wish. . . . 
I really feel so anxious on the subject that I cannot 
help having a wish to be able to state to you in conver- 
sation, before you take your final resolution, all that 
occurs to me on the subject ; and if I thought it would 
not be inconvenient to you, I should be very glad to 
take the first day of leisure to come to you at Stowe for 
that purpose. I am pretty sure that I should have no- 
thing to prevent my doing it on Sunday next.” 

Mr. Pitt went accordingly to Stowe on the day he pro- 
posed, and he appears to have in great measure pacified 
his cousin. "With praiseworthy caution on such delicnto 
topics we find Iiim, in writing to Lady Chatham, speak 
of this as though it had been only a trip of pleasure. 

“ Holwood, Nov. 21, 1789. 

“ My excursions all proved extremely pleasant. Tho 
lost has been to Stowe, where I went last Sunday, and 
found Lord Buckingham getting much better." 

The selection of a new Lord Lieutenant for Ireland 
was a matter fo great perplexity. At length Pitt 
• pitched upon John Fane, tenth Earl of 'Westmorland, 
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were great indeed He announced to the Munster Ins 
fixed determination, as a sign of his displeasure, to re- 
sign the Lord Lieutenancy of the county “ I hope you 
will forgive my adding,” so answered Pitt on the 12th 
of November, “ that the step winch you meditate in 
consequence is not only painful to me for a thousand 
reasons both, public and personal, but is one which seems 
likely to produce effects m the public impression the 
reverse of everything you would yourself wish 
I really feel so anxious on tbo subject that I cannot 
help having a wish to be able to state to jou in conver- 
sation, before you take your final resolution, all that 
occurs to me on the subject , and if I thought it would 
not be inconvenient to you, I should be very glad to 
take the first day of leisure to come to you at Stowe for 
that purpose I am pretty sure that I should hare no- 
thing to prevent m) doing it on Sunday next, 

Mr Pitt went accordingly to Stowe on the day lie pro- 
posed, and he appears to have m great measure pacified 
his cousin "With praiseworthy caution on such delicato 
topics we find him, in writing to Lady Chatham, speak 
| of this as though it had been only a trip of pleasure 
“ Holwood, Nov 21, 1780 

“ M\ excursions all proved extremely pleasant Tlio 
last has been to Stowe, uherelwent last Sunday, and 
found Lord Buckingham getting much better ” 

The selection of a new Lord Lieutenant for Ireland 
was a matter fo great perplevitj At length Pitt 
pitched upon John Pane, tenth Earl of W c 5 tmorland, 
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who was horn like himself in 1759. Few* public men 
have been longer in high office. Thirty-seven years 
from the t im e when he was sent to Ireland we find him 
still a member of Lord Liverpool’s Cabinet. “There 
are several points,” so writes Mr. Grenville in October, 
1789, “in which Westmorland would do perfectly. 
There are those in which he fails, but God knows the 
list to choose out of is not long.” 

In the same month of November, the King, perceiv- 
ing the continued alienation of the Chancellor from 
the Prime Minister, addressed a letter to the first upon 
the subject. He received a most satisfactory reply. 
Lord Thurlow appears to have promised that he would 
give Mr. Pitt no further grounds to complain. But the 
promise was not fulfilled. 

On the 9th of December came on before Lord Kenyon 
the trial of Mr. John Stockdale. He had been the pub- 
fisher, two years before, of a pamphlet which contained 
some violent language against the promoters of Has- 
tings’s trial. In February, 1788, Fox had brought it 
before the House of Commons as an heinous case of 
libel. “ I admit the libel,” said Pitt, “ and I observe 
that I am myself comprised in it, yet I see nothing so 
peculiarly heinous as to warrant our singling out this 
publication from the general mass.” Nevertheless Fox 
prevailed. He moved and carried an Address to the 
King, desiring that the author and publisher might be 
prosecuted by the Attorney-General. When the trial 
came on, Erskine was counsel fox Stockdale, and deli- 
vered one of the most masterly of his many mastorly 
speeches at the Bar. The result justified the prudence 
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of Pitt, for the Jury, after some deliberation, brought in 
a verdict of Not Guilty. 4 * 

We are now come in order of time to that great 
French. Revolution, doomed in its speedy consequences 
to subdue the greater part of Europe, and to try to the 
utmost .the energy of Pitt, the strength and spirit of 
England. For many years past had that mighty storm 
been gathering; its signs unheeded by the world at 
large, but surely discerned by the lending spirits of the 
age. Thus wrote Chesterfield in 1752 : “ 13ut this I 
foresee in France, that before the end of this century 
the trade of both King and Priest will not bo half so 
good a one as it has been.” * And thus wrote Rousseau 
in 1762 : “ We are approaching a state of crisis and an 
age of Revolutions.” 6 

Of the French Revolution, however, I shall not 
attempt in any detail either to examine the causes, or to 
relate the progress. Let it hero suffice to say, that tlio 
Assembly of Notables, as planned by M. do Calonne, fail- 
ing in its object, drew on, by its failure, the long-dreaded 
convocation of the Statcs-General. That important 
body, which had lain dormant since 1014, and nhich 
had grown the more formidable from its long disuse, 
met again on the 5th of May, 1789. Not long content 
with the traditions of the past, it speedily proclaimed 
itself "the National Assembly.” Then the dismissal of 
Necker, and the unpopularity of tlio King and Queen, 


4 Tnal of John Stochdalo, os 

taVen in short hand by Joseph 

Gurney, and published by Stoch- 
dalo himself, 1790. 


* Utter to his Son. April 13, 
1752 

4 Soo the Emilf, hr hi 
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precipitated a catastrophe vrliicli no skill perhaps could 
have quite averted. First did the popular fair turn 
against the ancient State-Prison on the Boulevards 
of Paris. On the memorable 14th of .July the multi- 
tude, rising in arms, assailed and took the Bastille, and 
put to death in cold blood the cliief men of its feeble 
garrison. Tumult and riot ensued in several other parts 
of the kingdom. Tumult and riot may be said to have 
prevailed even in the National Assembly : for there, 
on the night of the 4th of August, in a giddy whirl of 
enthusiasm, and without a word of deliberation, with no 
thought for existing interests, and with no provision for 
current business, these raw legislators swept away in a 
single vote the complicated privileges of a thousand 
years — the rights of the Clergy, the rights of the Nobles, 
the rights of the Parliament, and the rights of the 
provinces. 

Yet, enormous as was the amount of these incon- 
siderate concessions, the mob of Paris was not willing 
to acquiesce in any course of regular government. 
Elated with their past success as destroyers of the 
Bastille, and instigated by a secret Society, which 
soon afterwards took the name of “.Jacobins,” they 
again rose in arms on the 5th of October, amidst loud 
cries — “To Versailles! to Versailles ! ” and thither 
they marched accordingly, in yelling procession. The 
unfounded self-reliance of General de Lafayette, as 
Commander of the National Guard, combined to their 
triumph with the irresolution of Louis the Sixteenth. 
They broke into the palace, butchered two of the Oardos- 
du-Corps; and finally brought back the King and 
Queen, still in name and title their Sovereigns, but in 
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truth their captives, to Pans Even at that time it 
became apparent that neither the King, nor yet the 
Assembly, nor yet the people of the count n, hut only 
the mob of the capital, had the true direction of affairs. 
Even then might have been applied tho^e words which 
the Minister of the United States, in Trance afterwards 
used as summing up his experience of the Revolution 
in that kingdom — “It has appeared to me that Pans 
decides for the whole of France, and that the populace 
decides for Pans ’ 7 

It was natural that even at the outset these great 
events should be regarded from opposite points of view 
Men who considered only the abuses of the old French 
Monarchy, might rejoice in its probable overthrow 
Other men, who saw those abuses as clear!) , might 
nevertheless abhor spoliation too, and distrust mob- 
violence as an instrument of reformation And from 
the very first, as it chanced, the two leaders of the W lug 
party in the House of Commons Tox and Burke, 
inclined to these opposite sides Thus on Ij a few dnj s 

after the taking of the Bastille we find Fox exulting!) 
exclaim —“How much it is the greatest event that 
ever happened in the world ! And how much the best 1 * 
And here, on the contrary aro some expressions of 
Burke a few weeks later, when writing to a friend in 
France — -“You hope Sir, that I think the Trench 
deserving of liberty I certainly do I ccrtainl) think 
that all men who desire it, deserve it It 13 not the 
reward of our merit, or the acquisition of our indu^trj 

7 GoHTorncor Moms to IUn enco 
cloliK April 15*1794 as pul lial ed * Memorials of tos to! « P 

ib Moms b Life and Corrc«pond SCI 
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It is our inheritance. It is the birth-right of our species 
But whenever a separation is made between liberty and 

justice, neither is in my opinion safe. 

This divergence of opinion was not long confined to 
private letters. It broke forth publicly in the Session 
which commenced in the J anuary following. 1 ho King, 
who opened that Session in person, stated in the Speech 
from the Throne, that the affairs of the Continent had 
engaged his most serious attention ; but he passed no 
other judgment upon them. iSor was any increase, 
however moderate, proposed in the Army Estimates. 
The number was still as last year, for between 17,000 
and 18,000 effective men. Box nevertheless urged 
some reduction, though not, as he acknowledged, on ^un- 
constitutional ground. Bor the example of a neigh- 
bouring nation, said, he, had proved that former imputa- 
tions on a standing army were unfomided calumnies; 
and it was now known throughout Europe, that, by 
, becoming a soldier, a man did not cease to be a citizen. 

These and some other such expressions on the part 
of the Member for Westminster called forth on a 


subsequent day the Member for Malton. Throning, as 
was his wont, his whole heart into the subject, Burke 
delivered the first of his beautiful philippics, spoken or 
written, against the Brench Revolution. « Since the 
House,” he said, “ was prorogued in the summer, much 
work has been done in Brance. The Brench have 
shown themselves the ablest architects of ruin that had 
hitherto existed in the world. In that very short space 


9 Correspondence of Burke, vol. iii. pp. 105 and 107. 
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of time they have completely pulled down to tlie 
ground their Monarch} , their Church, their nobiht}, 
their law, their revenue, their nrinv, their navy, their 
commerce, their arts, and their manufactures. The} 
have done their hunness for us as rivals, in a way 
which twenty Families or Blenheims could ncaer bate 
done "Were wo ab-olute conquerors, and France to lio 
prostrate at our feet, wo should be ashamed to send 
a Commission to settlo their affairs which would impo«o 
so hard a lan upon the French, and so deefnietire 
of all their consequence as a nation, as that the) 
had imposed upon tliemsch es ” 

Such were the discordant opinions proclaimed on this 
subject and at this period from the main Opposition 
bench Tox in his mows was supjiorted — perhaps oven 
outrun — bj Shcndan , Bnrho in Ins b) "\\ indliam , and 
the breach thus begun, seemed far more likely to widen 
than to close 

The news of Pitt at this period, while greatly 
differing from Fo\’s, were b} no means altogether the 
same os Burke’s. “ The present convulsions of France,” 
ho said, “ must sooner or later terminate m general 
liannona and regular order , and though such n situa- 
tion might make her more formal ible, it might nl»o 
mnko her less obnoxious as a neighbour I widi for the 
restoration of tmuquillit) in that country, although it 
appears to me distant Whenerer her si stun skill 
1 ceomo restored, if it should proao freedom nghth 
understood, freedom resulting from pood onlernnd pxw! 
government, Frame would stand fjrwnrd a* one of tin 
mot bnllnnt Powers in Europe >cir can I n gird 


■with envious eyes any approximation in neighbouring 
States to those sentiments which are the characteristics 
of every British subject.” 1 

It was not, however, upon France that the main 
attention of our Ministers was then directed. Still 
more anxiously did they turn their eyes to Spain, where 
a serious difference had arisen, threatening a positive 
war. Captain Cook in one of his voyages had explored 
an extensive Sound, called by the natives Nootka, 
on the coast, as he supposed, of the Forth American 
continent, but in truth of Vancouver’s Island. It seemed 
a position well adapted to supply the Chinese market 
with furs, and since 1786 some Englishmen in India 
had commenced this trade. More recently two ships 
of larger size had been despatched, and some grants 
of land were obtained from the native chiefs. But these 
proceedings had been viewed with the utmost jealousy 
by the Spanish officers in Mexico. With no just claim 
upon this district, either by discovery or occupation, they 
had recourse to an arrogant boast. They asserted that 
their Sovereign was entitled as of right to all lands on 
the western coast of America between Cape Horn and 
the sixtieth degree of north latitude. 

In the spring of 1789, accordingly, an English vessel, 
the Iphigenia, under Captain Douglas, was peaceably 
anchored in Nootka Sound, and the operations of trade 
were in quiet progress, when there appeared two Spanish 
ships of war sent from the port of San Bias, and com- 
manded by Don Estevan Martinez. Eor some days 


VOL. II. 


1 Speech of Feb, 9, 1790. 
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nothing bnt civilities passed between them, till of a 
sudden the Iphigema was seized in the name of tho 
King of Spam , the officers and crew being convey ed on 
board the Spanish ships and put in irons. Is or was tho 
Iplugenia restored, and permission granted them to sail 
away to the Sandwich Island 1 ?, until after tlio entire 
plunder of her cargo and their property The British 
Oag on tho new settlement was pulled down, and the 
Spanish hoisted in its place , and at a later period three 
other smaller ye^els were likewise seized and detained 
So grievous an insult could not fail to bo resented 
bj a country like England, and a Minister Iiko Pitt 
Prompt and vigorous representations on tho subject 
wero addressed to the Court of Madrid Ihe Spaniards 
answered that tho Iphigema, with her officers and crew, 
had been already released bj an order from tho ictroy 
of Mexico, but sold) on account of tho presumed 
ignomneo of tho^o officers 'a ho had, though uni nowingl), 
trespa^cd on the dominion of Spam That dominion 
— that exclusive right of trade and mugntion on tho 
north west coast of America — was still pcrtmacioudy 
asserted at Madrid, but no le^s pertinaciously rented in 
London And intelligence was non received that on 
finding tho I nglish Cabinet thus firm, tho ^jwim ird*, 
rather than jield, were collecting th nr fleets at Cadiz 
and J cjtdI, ami otherwise pri pam>" for war 

Up to this time the r cret of tlii_-*o critical negotiations 
bad been can full) kej t Put on the 1th of Maj th 
conntr) was surj n«e*d by nn Onlt r fir tho £,cn< ril 
impressment of Ramin, and on tho foil wing day 
a Message from the King, announcing the j -o-|wct t f 
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•war, was presented to both Houses ; to tlie Commons 
by Mr. Pitt, and to tbe Lords by tbe Duke of Leeds, for 
to tbe Dukedom of Leeds bad Lord Carmarthen now 
succeeded. In reply, there were Addresses assuring 
His Majesty of tbe support of Parliament ; and a vote 
of credit for a million was passed. These were all 
carried with one voice, although some chief men in 
Opposition — Pox, Prancis, and Grey — made objections 
and raised debates on some collateral points, as the 
absence of our ambassador from Madrid, and the trifling 
value of the trade to Nootka Sound. 

These debates on foreign policy may be deemed the 
most important of that Session. There was also a 
motion by Mr. Plood for a Eeform in Parliament, which 
was lost without a division, and in which Plood did not 
altogether sustain the high reputation which he had 
earned in Ireland. Purtlier, there was a motion bv 
Pox for the repeal of the Test Act. He was opposed 
not only by Pitt, but by Burke and Wilberforce, and 
defeated by a majority of almost three to one. The 
speech of Burke above all excited great attention. He 
owned that ten years before, he should, far from opposing, 
have supported this motion ; but he pointed to the 
growing influence and dangerous example of the Prench 
Bevolution, and he read passages from the writings of both 
Dr. Price and Dr. Priestley to show that the total sub- 
version of the Church had become the avowed object of 
some leading Dissenters. 

Six years had the Parliament now endured, and 
its Prorogation on the 10th of June was immediately 
followed by its Dissolution. There was little of popular 

d 2 
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excitement in the new elections. It was felt by tho 
nation at largo that when Pitt had declared earlier m 
the Scs-ion that “ we are adding daily to our strength, 
wealth, and prospent),” 3 he lnd uttered no rain or 
empty boast , and that onr flourishing condition was in 
no small degree tho work of his able liands Under tho 
impression of these feelings tho triumphant Ministerial 
majority which the old elections had given was moro 
than confirmed by the new Fox was enabled to 
maintain Ins "eat for Westminster, hut not ns before 
with Townshend for a colleague. Lord Hood appeared 
once more as the Mini-teml candidate Xo other 
came forward, on either the regular Goiemmeut or 
regular Opposition side, but onl\ Homo Tooho on the 
“Independent interest,” so that Pox and Hood were 
casilj returned * 

Tho came of the tranquillity of Westminster and 
retirement of Townshend will be«t appear from the 
following Memorandum written in Mr Dundas’s hind, 
and preserved among "Mr. Titt’s papers — 

“ On the lothMnreh, 1790, lord Lauderdale and Mr 
Pitt hehl a conrer-ition on the Milyect of the M < 't- 
imn-ter election, Mr Dundas present 

“Thcj agreed that each jwrty should projx**' and 
support only one candidate re-pcctivd) at the fiM 
gene raf election, and during the whole of next fhr- 
jiament, so long as cither the Duke of Portland or 
Mr l'ox on th onopirt.nnd Mr Pitt or Mr Gnti'iflo 
tn the other, an aim. and including <'ety oth* rctmtm- 
p.mj of death, anennej, and changes tf n Iminidrnti *1 


t fpwli cf J*cU 5, IT&o 
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“ In tliis conversation Sir. Pitt agreed in tlie name of 
tlie present administration or any of winch lie or Sir. 
Grenville should he a member. 

“ Lord Lauderdale agreed in the name, and as 
authorised by the Duke of Portland or Sir. Fox, or any 
administration of which either should he a member. 

“ It was understood that this agreement has nothing 
to do with any question respecting the right of election 
for the city of Westminster.” 

. In the midst of the elections we find Pitt write 
to Lady Chatham and announce their prosperous pro- 
gress. 

“ Downing Street, June 24, 1790. 

“ Slv deae Mother, 

“ I cannot yet say that I am arrived at a period 
of much leisure, though it is comparatively something 
like it, and the occupation arising from the elections 
is diminishing fast every day. As far as we have yet 
any account of the returns, there have not been above 
three or four instances of disappointment, which are 
counterbalanced by success in other quarters which we 
hardly expected, and upon the whole I have no doubt 
of our being considerably stronger than in the last 
Parliament. We have not yet heard the event of tlie 
contest in your neighbourhood at Taunton, but I imagine 
it will be favourable. Our foreign business remains still 
in suspense, and I hardly know what to conjecture of the 
probability of peace or war. In this situation I cannot 
venture to look with any certainty to the t im e when I 
shall be at liberty to move westward, but I hope it may 
not be very distant. I hope you have had your share of 
the true summer weather which has prevailed here for 
some time, and have been able to profit by it. Two or 
three short visits to Holwood are all that I have yet been 
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able to accomplish. I am just setting out thither to-day 
with my brother, to return to the Levee to-morrow. 

“ Ever, my dear Mother, (to, 

“ W. Pitt.” 

In the apprehension of an impending war with Spain, 
Fitt was at this time deeply intent on our whole system 
of Foreign policy. Sometimes ho saw reason to find 
fault with the more immediate ‘conduct of it, as will 
appear from a letter as follows to the Duke of Leeds. 

“ Saturday night, Juno 19, 1790, 

“ My dear Loud, 

“I havo just seen in the Flanders mail of 
yesterday Mr. Wilson’s despatch of tho 18th, enclosing 
a memorial which ho had presented at Brussel*, nnd 
referring to instructions from your Grace of tho 8th. I 
do not recollect to lmvo seen those instruction*, or 
to have heard anything lioforo on tho subject ; and I 
own the measure seems to mo so inconsistent with the 
whole line we havo taken respecting tho Low Countries, 
that I fear it cannot fail to l>o productive of great 
embarrassment. I shall bo glad to see the instructions 
of the 8th ; nnd tho materials on which they were 
founded will prolttblv throw further light on the Mibj»s>t ; 
hut I could not avoid etating my present im predion on 
it to you. “ I nm, my dear J/>rd, 

“ W. Fitt.” 

During this time a gcntlemnn of great diplomatic 
pkill, 31 r. Alleyne Fitzhcrbort, had been neat to Madrid 
to bring the negotiation to an issue, lie was in-tmrtiil 
to make eu'ry effort to fettle the point* in dispute, bat 
/Irmly to inrist on full rejwmtion to the |wrth-s Injun d. 
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before consenting even to engage in any discussion upon 
tbc abstract right. At home Pitt, did not allow lbs 
anxiety for pence to relax his preparations for war. 
The martial energy of Chatham seemed now to be re- 
licwed in his son. A considerable land-force was raised 
and mustered. A powerful fleet was made ready for 
sea, at a vast expense and with almost unprecedented 
speed. Plans wore formed for attaching the Spanish 
possessions both in the West. Indies and South America. 
Full instructions were sent out. to General O’Hara, who 
commanded at Gibraltar, to the Consuls of the Barbary 
Coast, and live Governors of the West India Islands. 

Nor were our Allies forgotten. Applications were 

addressed both to Holland and Prussia, claiming the 

succours which in such cases they had bound themselves 

by recent treaty to afford. Both, in reply, expressed 

their readiness to fulfil their engagements. Not quito 

so satisfactory were the communications with Franco. 
* 

There we found ourselves greeted by a Decree of tbc 
National Assembly to fit out fourteen sail of the line — 
these, in all probability, designed to be used against us. 
M. de Montmorin, then the French Minister for Foreign 
Affairs, protested, however, to Earl Gower, the English 
Ambassador, that this was only a measure of precaution ; 
and he let fall some hints of the desire of France to act 
as Mediator. But the National Assembly, though cheer- 
fully voting the supplies required for the armament, 
seized the opportunity to wrest from the King his 
prerogative of peace and war. On a Government so 
feeble, and a Legislature so grasping and capricious, 
it was impossible to place any, even the smallest, 
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reliance Nevertheless Mr Pitt was anxious to pursuo 
a most conciliatory course with both 
The views of Pitt at this time mil, however, best bo 
shown by one of his own letters which I here subjoin 
It was addressed to Mr. Hugh Elliot, the brother of 
Sir Gilbert and of Lad) Auckland Tins gentleman, 
who had been our Minister at Copenhagen, bad gone 
to visit Pans of his own accord, and without an) diplo- 
matic character As an individual holding \er) popular 
opinions, ho came into frequent and familiar mtertoup'O 
with the chiefs of the popular party at that time, ns 
Mirnbcan and Bamavo, and ho receded from them 
strong assurances of their nraicnblo disposition to 
England This was the more important since the) had 
formed what thej called a “Diplomatic Committee ” 
in tho National A=->cxnbl\, drawing to thom^lus the 
entire conduct of Foreign Affair* Mr. Elliot, there* 
fore, with tho Finction of Earl Gower, made known to 
Mr Pitt tho friend!) professions which lie had recoiled, 
and Pitt n plied to him ns follows earl) in Ottolxr, 
1700 — 

“ Dkau Sit , 

‘ I am extrcmel) glad to fml 1») )onr litter 
that jou have succeeded so well m opemnj; n confid n* 
tial intereonrM> with the Under* of what nj penw to l*e 
the ruling parti m Fmrce Great adtantngo* mo} 
jxrluijvi 1*» iKriuil from this circuin«tanr»» m the 
pn stilt intiail situation I lmngm mdor-d, from jour 
account, tint wo cm hnrdl) hojx , in cn‘ war sh ut! 
tike pi in with Spam mil should last f »” on) tin*, 
tint Franc* will not ultimate 1) take jxirt in i* 
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“But. I think there seems to ho a reasonable prospect 
that the persons with whom you communicate may be 
brought to make such representations to the Spanish 
Court, even if a rupture should have taken place, as 
may lead to a speedy restoration of peace by a. settle- 
ment of the points in dispute, conformably to the 
principles on which we have hitherto insisted. At 
least it may be fairly expected that no immediate 
decision will be taken in France to give actual succour 
to Spain on the commencement of hostilities ; and 
this point alone, if nothing more should finally be 
obtained, will be of great consequence, as it will 
give us considerable advantage in our first operat ions. 

“With respect, however, to the steps to be taken for 
bringing Spain to accede to our terms, great care must 
be taken that the French shall not appear as Mediators, 
still less as Arbitrators ; and on this point I wait with 
great impatience for the more particular account which 
you promise to send me of Lord Gower’s ideas and 
yours after the next interview which you were to have 
with the members of the Diplomatic Committee. I am 
inclined to think it may be advisable that Lord Gower 
should be empowered, on the first news of a rupture, to 
communicate to the French Ministry a statement of the 
terms on which Mr. Fitzherbert has been instructed to 
insist, and of the grounds on which they are supported. 
If such statement should be laid by the Ministry before 
the Diplomatic Committee or the _ National Assembly, 
and a decree could be obtained declaring that those 
terms ought to be accepted by Spain, such a measure 
would be highly satisfactory. But I can hardly 
imagine that anything so decisive can be obtained 
unless they should be so far satisfied with our conduct 
as to determine not in any case to support Spain until 
she is willing to accede to the terms which we have 
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proposed Even, however, if this should happen, it is 
to bo opened, tint the war h mag once taken place, 
these terms may not appear to 113 sufficient unless the) 
should bo accepted b) Spain within a icrt/ thort pencil 
The dcMrc of restoring tranquillity would, in all caents 
luclino tins country to great moderation , but if tho 
war should last an) time, and our operations should 
have been successful, we shall hardly bo expected to 
make pe ice without gaining somo further mhantnge 
to compensate for our expense Tins however, must 
be a point wholI\ of subsequent consideration If, 
instead of a decisive approbation of our terms, the 
Assembly or the Committco should npproao than only 
in part, and should suggest an) dt fit rent terms which 
the) ran) think reasonable, the situation will bo much 
more delicate Yen little good can follow from such 
a measure, except that In tho time which would pro- 
babl) be neces-sar) for answers both from this country 
and Spain, nil) hostile decision on tho jwirt of I ninco 
would bo retarded, which I June nln ad) stated to Iw a 
considerable advantage to us Xo progress however, 
will bo mmlo in tins way, cither towards tho n^toration 
of peaco (supposing a nipt urn to have tnk< n plan ), or 
toward* 1 ceping Trance ultimately out of tho Avar, ns 
it must be impossible for u«, at the surest ion of a third 
power, to rccctlo in any point from the t inns of tho 
ultimatum wo hna© sent to Spain. 

“ There are two other points to which it is ewntul 
to nttind in tlic whole of this busmen 

“'lho first of thc-o i*, wlint seems ind id by your 
letter to In, nln oh fully understood, that whatiitr 
confidential communications ma\ tnk< pi ice with the 
Diplomatic Commute* for the s iko of I ringing them 
to promote cur vuw**, no <**tin«tb!' wtireour** i i’i 
bo admitted but through tho indium cf a -credited 
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Ministers, or the Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs, 
and that in the name of the King. 

“ The second point, which is of still more import- 
ance, is, that no assurances shall be given, directly or 
indirectly, which go farther than that this country 
means to persevere in the neutrality which it has 
hitherto scrupulously observed with respect to the 
internal dissensions of France, and from which it will 
never depart unless the conduct hold there should make 
it indispensable as an act of self-defence; and that we 
are sincerely desirous of preserving peace, and of culti- 
vating, in general, a friendly intercourse and good 
understanding between the two nations. But the 
utmost care is necessary, under the present circum- 
stances, to use no language which can lead to an expec- 
tation of our taking measures to forward the internal 
views of any political party, or of our being ripe to form 
any alliance between the two countries, which, even if 
such a thing should be really wished in France, various 
events might make it impossible for us to accede to, 
and which would, in any case, at least require great 
consideration. 

“ I am, with truth and regard, &c., 

“ W. Pitt.” 3 

• Here are some extracts from Mr. Elliot’s very long 
letter in reply : — 

“ Deal Sir, “ Paris, October 26, 1790. 

“ I acquainted you in my last letter that I was to 
have a private conference with a Select Deputation of 


3 This letter of Mr. Pitt has 
been already published in bis Life 
by Bishop Tomline (vol. iii. p. 131), 
although the name of Mr. Elliot is 


\ 


there suppressed. He is mentioned 
only as' “ a gentleman of consider- 
able diplomatic experience.’’ 
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the Diplomatic Committee The persons appointed to 
meet me were 31 AFenou, 3F Iretcau, and "\[ Banme 
— since elected President of the National Vssembh 

“ I shall not attempt to la-\ before j on the speech I 
made to those gentlemen m the presence of the A lcomtt 
de Noailles, who has taken nn active part in favouring 
in) progress here But I must entreat ) ou will not be 
surprised at the word speech, as nothing is to bo accom- 
plished in Franco without regular oratorical debate 
Mine lasted about nn hour M Bannvo replied, and 
made general objections, which I explained to bis full 
satisfaction It was then determined that a report of 
what had passed should bo made to the Diplomatic 
Committee in plaxo, nnd that 3F AFeuou should let me 
Imow the result of their deliberations 

“ The Committee, after assembling m form, unani- 
mous]) camo to tho resolution of uniting upon "Nr ih 
Montmorm cn corps, nnd of acquainting that Minister 
with their intentions . 3F de Montmorm agreed m 
the propnet) of tins representation nnd M Menoti was 
deputed to tell me M AFcnou executed this com 
mis ion m tho handsomest manner, and I const nted to 
go to Englnnd to la) tho wholo state of tho business 
before a ou 

* In m) spectli to tho Select Deputation I dwelt first 
upon the motives which had induced me to come to 
I nmcc Hint I was not sent to look for the Ohio 
I/O if, but that I had roluiitanli taken W) flight fir 
that ptirjxw That I apprehended tli 1 ri hgion of 

the National Y^ernhl) bad bc<n surprised »lun the\ 
jiawsl n precipitate Deere* founded upon lh<* grt>» <t 
im rt i rc-entntions comennng tlie Bnti*h (tovinuntit 
Beiengt f r the loss of Vmenen d« m. of it iqoed an I 
oiimti to tin pmno*<w < f tin I nmh I ten luti i, #» r»' 
swjpo-ed to b*» tin. real motms f r car nrrun 1 *! t* 
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After combating each of these points, I established, I 
believe, upon the conviction of those who heard me, the 
probability that the Court, of Spain sought for war in 
concert, with the French malcontents. 

“I am also to endeavour to open the eyes of the 
British Government to the solidify of the French Be- 
volution; and I add with perfect, sincerity and thorough 
conviction that the present Government, of France are, 
in my opinion, bent upon cultivating the most un- 
bounded friendship with Great Britain. They will be 
frank and cordial in all their communications, and their 
object is eternal Peace and Friendship with England. 
If they meet with encouragement, the Commercial 
Treaty Anil be confirmed, and no obstacle be thrown in 
the Avay of settling the equilibrium of Europe upon the 
most liberal principles. Our conduct in the North and 
in the East is approved of, and will be seconded. 

“ I have despatched this courier lvith Lord Gower’s 
approbation, in order to let you know my determination 
of following him at tAventy-four hours’ distance, and of 
gii'ing you the earliest notice of Avhat has passed between 
me and the Committee. 1 shall drive from Hartford to 
Beckenham Avitliout going to London, and shall then 
meet you either at Holwood or in DoAvning Street, as 
you shall be pleased to direct by sending a letter to 
wait for me at Lord Auckland’s. 

“ Beliei’e me, Avitli infinite attachment and respect, &c.> 

“H. Elliot. ■ 

“P.S. I must observe that there is no such thing as 
a private negotiation to be carried on here. Everything 
like a secret is avoided as dangerous, and likely to ex- 
pose those concerned to the Lanterned 

Meanwhile, at Madrid, Mr. Fitzherbert had for a long 
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time been encountered by a downright refusal, or by 
new inadmissible schemes Yet in the summer ho had 
seemed on the very point of success On tho 24th of 
July the Count do Florida Blanca, as tho Spanish Pnmo 
Minister, had sent to Mr Titzherbert a prchminar) 
Declaration, stating that the King his master engaged 
to make restitution of the British vessels and property 
seized at Nootka Sound; and to indemnity the parties 
interested for the losses winch the) had sustained 
But no sooner was tho Declaration transmitted than tho 
Spanish statesmen seemed eager to recede from its 
terms The British Minister became convinced that, 
rather than yield, tho Court of Spam was resolute!) bent 
on war Ere long, however, tho formidable fleet, fir 
superior to the Spanish, which wo had with so much 
expedition mado ready for sea, produced a powerful 
effect Nor did tho Spaniards fail to notice tho doubtful 
prospects of tho promised Trench alliance Bather 
suddenly at last, on the 2Sth of October, the two Ministers 
signed a Contention, by which it was agreed tlmt tho 
lands and buildings of which British subjects had been 
dispossessed in North America should be restored to 
them , tlmt British subjects should not be disturbed or 
molested m carrying on their fisheries in tho South 
Sens, or in making settlements for tho purposo of 
commerce on tho coasts of those seas in places not 
already occupied , and tlmt on tho other hand the King 
of Britain should engage to take tho most ofitctual mea- 
sures that these fisheries should not ho made a pre text 
for illicit trade with the Spanish scttluiunts, and with 
tlmt Mew it was farther stipulated that Bnti-h sub- 
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jects should not carry on their fisheries within ten 
leagues from any part of the coast already occupied by 
Spain. 

By these means was this painful transaction, arising 
from a most wanton outrage, happily concluded without 
any actual appeal to arms. The gentlemen in Opposi- 
tion might endeavour, when the Houses met again, to 
censure the Convention as not sufficiently definite and 
ample in its terms ; but they certainly found no echo 
on either side of the Channel. In England the Parlia- 
ment pronounced, and the people felt, that both the 
honour and the interests of the nation had been worthily 
maintained. On the Continent the reputation of the 
English Cabinet, high already, was still further exalted. 
We may observe Lord Auckland, at that time the 
ambassador at the Hague, write to Mr. Pitt as follows : - 
— ' “ I am convinced that if less firmness, energy, and 
activity had been shown on our part, or even that if our 
fleet had not been found in the readiest and most 
perfect state that has been known in the annals of Great 
Britain, the reparation made to us would have been 

incomplete In short, there never was a 

business better conducted or better concluded, and 
there never was a moment in which our country held 
such pre-eminency among nations.” 

The vigilant attention which Mr. Pitt gave to the 
conduct of our Foreign policy did not relax after the 
pacific arrangement with Spain. The affairs of France, 
and their growing influence on the affairs of England, 
claimed on the contrary his most earnest care. 

Through the year 1790 the National Assembly con- 
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turned to hold theu* sittings at Pans Certainly the\ 
had abolished or reformed some grievous abuses As 
certainly they had swept awaj some useful institutions 
But besides the merit ox dement of their a otes, there 
were many points m their dehbentions to cause at tho 
jeast surprise Ail their favourite arguments were 
derived in the manner of Rousseau from wlint man 
might do, or desire to do, in his pnmitn e condition as 
they assumed it to he — tho wild hunting state Of 
practical expen e nee the) were uttcrl) regardless, at 
least until it came too late to help them Thus their 
usual course was to assume instead of ascertaining fact* 
Caen the few men of real genius such ns Mirabeau, 
who appeared among them at this juncture, were com 
pelled in great measure to adopt the follies of tliooo 
whom they sought to guide 

Against tho doctrines then in vogue thero wero strong 
interests and also strong feelings arra) cd llvo chief 
nobles and, as no should call them, countn gentlemen, 
lmd emigrated from the 1 mgdom — at their head tho 
King’s youngest brother, Charles Comte d Artois who 
fixed his head quarters at Cobluitz Hie most respect 
nblo members of tho clerg) might haa c acquie ced in 
tho confiscation of their domain's, but the) could not 
brook tho new Ecclesiastical Constitution which wis 
decreed b) the As cmbl), and which made m fact a 
schism m tho Church Mono) cd men were offended mid 
alarmed at tho profuso l^uc of atsiyifatt, the new jkijh r 
circulation h i«ed upon tho confiscated Innds I o)n! sut* 
jeets a icwed w itli bitter anguish the dnngi r and degrul i 
lion of thur King, but on the other side there was the 
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rising ferment of the masses — of those, who had little to 
lose aiul everything to gain. 

In England the French devolution had found a con- 
siderable^ number of friends, who caught much of its 
violence, and became more andr'more ardent, as if pro- 
ceeded. There were at. this time among us two small 
bodies, which excited far more attention than their 
importance appears to have deserved. The first bore 
the name of the Constitutional Society: it had been 
formed some years earlier for the diffusion of useful 
boohs, but now desired to manifest, its sympathy with 
France. The other was a club, till then of little note, 
which called itself the Revolution Society, and which 
had a yearly festival in commemoration of the events 
of 1GSS. This Society had been new-modelled and 
enlarged with a view to the transactions at Paris, hut 
still retained its former name to imply a close connec- 
tion between the principles of 1G8S in England, and the 
principles of 1780 in France. On the -ltli of November, 
1789, it had held its anniversary meeting at the London 
Tavern, with Earl Stanliope in the Chair. The mem- 
bers then proceeded to a meeting-house in the Old 
Jewry, where they heard a sermon or discourse from 
Dr.' Price, denouncing in inflammatory terms “all 
supporters of slavish governments and slavish hierar- 
chies.” Next they carried an Address of congratula- 
tion to the National Assembly, framed by Dr. Price 
as mover, and signed by Lord Stanhope ns Chairman. 
This Address being in due course transmitted to Paris, 
was received with much enthusiasm, and acknowledged 
by a vote of the Assembly. Meanwhile the proceedings 
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of the two Societies, but especially the latter, and, above 
all, the discourse of Dr. Price at the Old Jewry, afforded 
a large scope to the eloquence of Burke. 

Burke, as we have already seen, took tko occasion of 
the Army Estimates ijn February, 1790, to condemn in 
strong terms the course and tendency of the erents at 
Paris. But feeling himself called upon to make a 
further effort, he began to indite a more careful com- 
position on the same subject. The fruit of his 
labours appeared in October of the same year, and 
was entitled “ Reflections on tbe Revolution in France.” 
This masterly essay had been for some time announced, 
and the expectations of the public had been highly 
raised ; but these expectations wero much moro than 
fulfilled. In his argument Burke chiefly applied him- 
self to answer tho assertions of Dr. Price, and to point 
out tho essential difference in principle between tho 
English and the French Revolutions. Argument, 
however, did not in this essay stand alone ; everywhere 
it was enforced and adorned — sometimes perhaps, 
warped and drawn aside — by tho creations of a most 
brilliant fancy. And among tho beautiful illustrations 
which Burke so profusely pours forth, tliero is none 
better known, or better deserving to bo so, than' his 
picture of tho Queen Mario Antoinette as sixteen yean 
beforo lio hod seen her at Versailles “ glittering liko 
tho morning star, full of lifo and splendour and joy ; 
but,” ho added, bitterly, “the ago of elm airy is gone; 
that of poplnsters, economist®, and calculators has suc- 
ceeded ; and tbo glory of Europe is extinguished for 
over ! ” 
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It was this passage which, in an especial degree, 
roused the wrath of Burke’s opponents. Philip Francis 
might flippantly ask him : “ Are you such a determined 
champion of beauty as ' to draw your sword in defence 
of any jade upon earth, provided she be handsome ? ” 4 
Many others of inferior note, while carping at Burke’s 
expression of “ the age of chivalry,” seemed never to 
have heard of any other luiight besides Don Quixote. 
Thus, in hopes of assailing Burke, they borrowed, and 
they spoiled in borrowing, the satire of Cervantes. 
Others again took great exception to a subsequent 
phrase, where Burke expresses his alarm that “ along 
with its natural guardians and protectors learning will 
be cast into the mire, and trodden down under the hoofs 
of a swinish multitude.” It is plain from the context 
that Burke desired to speak only of such rabble as had 
dragged their prisoners to La Lantcrne, and yelled for 
the blood of their Queen. But misrepresentation ever 
follows close in the wake of genius, and the phrase of “ a 
swinish multitude ” was now busily held forth as the 
grossest of insults to the lower or the labouring classes. 5 

This essay, though never offered to the public for a 
less price than five shillings, is said, perhaps with some 
exaggeration, to have reached in its sale the as yet 
unprecedented number of 30,000 copies. Immense 
certainly was the impression which it made. That 
impression is to be traced alike on Burke’s friends and 
on his foes. The graduates of two great Universities 
(Oxford and Dublin) sent him their tokens of high 

4 Correspondence of Burke, vol. 

iii. p. 131. 


5 See a note in Prior’s Life of 
Burke, p. 319, ed. 1851. 
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respect The French Princes nt Coblentz, and the other 
leading men of the Rojabst party, conveyed, either in 
messages or letters, their warmest thanks Onlj a few 
months afterwards, when lus son had gone to Brussels, 
and was attending on assembly at the Marquis do la 
Quemlle s, the chief among the Emigrants at that place, 
he found, as he says, to his surprise, a circle gather 
round him with every mark of honour, while M doh 
Quemlle thus addressed him “ You see, Sir, the eager- 
ness of these gentlemen to express to ) on how much all 
good Trenchmen owe to jour illustrious father ” 8 On 
the other hand, the partisans of the Trench Revolution, 
both abroad and at home, manifested their disapj)oint- 
ment and vexation in every form Tho es=n) of Burko 
became a favourite topic of invective with tho Jacobin 
Club of Pans There even the Bible itself was not 
more frequentlj scoffed at In England tho halls of 
debating societies rebounded with oration*, and tho 
newspapers were filled with paragraphs, denouncing tho 
great statesman as tho friend of tyrants, and tho 
champion of abuses Man) men of \nnous ments 
published essaj s in repl) , cither to his Speech on tho 
Arm) Estimates, or to lus “ Reflections ” Aroqng theso 
writers ran) bo mentioned Dr Pnestlcv , Mr Cnpel Lofit, 
and Lord Stanhope, and above all Mr Mackintosh, 
afterwards Sir James IIis work on this occasion, tho 
J'indictcc GalUccc, though marked b) poiuo faults of 
youth and of part) -spirit, gave high pronnso of futun 
distinction 


* Correspondence of Uarfce rot fit. p. 212. 
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It would not be just to class any of these writers with 
another, though on the same subject, and at the same 
period — Thomas Paine. I have related in another 
work his first appearance in America in 1771, and his 
first publication in 1776, entitled “Common Sense.” 
That publication had there produced a strong effect. 
He had been not only praised by the popular leaders, 
but rewarded with grants of land. But by degrees he 
had become better known, and of course less esteemed. 
Finally, finding himself fallen into obscurity, he had 
returned to Europe towards the year 1787. There the 
troubles first of Holland, and next of France, had 
attracted his attention. The work which he now put 
forth in answer to Burke was called “The Bights of 
Man.” Coarse and ungrammatical in its language — as 
where it inveighs against “ the Quixote age of chivalry 
nonsense ” — it was, however, commended to many 
readers by its bold and thorough-going tone. Thus, for 
example, it denounces not only rank and title, but 
hereditary monarchy at least, if not all monarchy, as 
manifest abuses. 

That Mr. Burke was sometimes blinded and betrayed 
by his own ardent imagination — that this essay, and 
still more perhaps the essays that followed it, contain 
great exaggerations — seems to me no unfounded charge. 
It will come out more plainly if we compare the views 
of Mr. Burke in 1790 and 1791 with the views of Mr. 
Pitt. While condemning the excesses of the French 
Bevolution, even at that early period, and apprehending/ 
its results, Pitt never lost the hope that among the 
friends of that Bevolution the more moderate party 
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respect The French Princes at Coblentz, and the other 
leading men of the Royalist party, conveyed, either in 
messages or letters, their warmest thanks. Only a few 
months afterwards, when his son had gone to Brussels, 
and was attending an assembly at the Marquis do la 
Quenille s, the chief among the Emigrants at that place, 
ho found, as he says, to his surprise, a circle gather 
round him with every mark of honour, while M. do la 
Quenille thus addressed him : “ You see, Sir, the eager- 
ness of these gentlemen to express to you how much all 
good Frenchmen owe to your illustrious father.” * On 
the other hand, tho partisans of tlio French Revolution, 
both abroad and at home, manifested their disappoint- 
ment and vexation in every form. Tho cs&ny of Burko 
became a favourite topic of invective with tho Jacobin 
Club of Paris. There even tho Bible itself was not 
more frequently scoffed nt. In England tho halls of 
debating societies resounded with orations, and tho 
newspapers wero fdlcd with paragraphs, denouncing tho 
great statesman as tho friend of tyrants, and tho 
champion of abuses. Many men of 'various merits 
published essays in reply, either to his speech on tho 
Army Estimates, or to lus “Reflections.” Amqng thi*«o 
writers may be mentioned Dr. Priestley, Mr. Cnpcl LofTt, 
and Lord Stanhope, and above all Mr. Mackintosh, 
afterwards Sir James. His work on this occasion, tho 
PintfiVihr Galliot, though marked by somo faults of 
youth and of party-spirit, gave high promise of future 
distinction. 


• Correspondence of Unrl.c, to!. Hi. p. 212. 
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It would not be just to class any of those writers with 
another, though on the same subject, and at the same 
period — Thomas Paine. I have related in another 
work his first appearance in America in 1774, and his 
first publication in 1776, entitled “ Common Sense.” 
That publication had there produced a strong effect. 
He had been not only praised by the popular leaders, 
but rewarded with grants of land. But by degrees he 
had become better known, and of course less esteemed. 
Pmally, finding himself fallen into obscurity, he had 
returned to Europe towards the year 1787. There the 
troubles first of Holland, and next of France, had 
attracted his attention. The work which he now put. 
kith m answer to Burke was called “The Bights of 
1 an/’ Coarse and ungrammatical in its language— as 
W ere ulTei S lls against “ the Quixote age of chivalry 
nonsense —it was, however, commended to many 

H 8 , W4 “ d ^““g’l-gomg tone. Thus, for 
C* ces not only rank ™ d Mo. 1ml 

anHbt'S 7 ^ kaSt ' “ "* “ U ““*"**’ aS 

tofo ** B “* e ™ s 60m etimes blinded and betrayed 

T &Uoweiit ’ conte “ 

It Ae 0 / “ T ° me " mfo,mded otairge. 

of Mi-. Burke in nTOmdrraf W ® °°“ pare tbe ^ows 
Pitt mile „ 791 the Tie "'s of Jlr 



70’ 


LIFE OF PITT. 


Chap MIJ 


might prevail In public he held forth as the ralo of 
his administration strict neutrality as to the rintemal 
contests, in private, he moreover sought, as we have 
seen through divers and not onlj diplomatic channels, 
to exchange pacific explanations with the leaders of 
the popular party , and he was determined to maintain 
against all obstacles, as long ns possible, that peace so 
essential to the welfare of his countrj, and on which 
depended his own course of financial retrenchments and 
reforms The voice of Burke, on the contrar), was for 
open war Hold no intercourse with rebels 1 Mako no 
terms with traitors! Appeal to neighbouring Sove- 
reigns, and place your main Tchanco on the aid of 
foreign armies 1 Such was the tone of Mr Burke even 
in the last months of 1700 And m consequence no 
find lum also dissatisfied and murmuring at the lino 
of Mr Pitt 7 

But docs it follow, from this divergence, that wo aro 
bound to censure one or other of tlieso two gre it men 9 
Observo lion different tlieir positions at the time Mr 
Pitt was a powerful Minister, responsible for the pc ico 
of the world Sir Burko was an eloquent essayist, 
anxious aboxo all things to rou<m the spirit of tho 
people And m tho latter point of \ ion , if wc con‘>ide r 
Mr Burko ns addressing not inert 1) one European 
nation, but all, raft) not c\cn lus unconscious exaggera- 
tions ha\o been one cause of lus grcit nuclei 9 Tho 
bow had been so stronglj bent m one direction, that to 


r Fee la UurVo a CorTwpOQJcncc c*jxcn!Ij. ToL iiL n> 
and 2^-0 
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bring it straight again, there was need to bend it almost, 
as strongly in the other. Against the enthusiasm of M this 
new political religion,” as it is well termed by Etienne 
Dumont, and against the fiery zeal of its apostles, no 
mere cold statements of reason and duty might perhaps 
have sufficed. It might perhaps be requisite to evolve 
something of new T enthusiasm, or something of old 
chivalry, upon the other side. Certainly it was no light 
crisis which could induce the writer whom I just now 
cited— no enemy of large reforms, hut Etienne Dumont, 
the commentator “upon Bentham — and that at, no 
moment of heat, hut many years afterwards on a calm 
retrospect of all the circumstances — to use these memo- 
rable words : “ It is possible that the essay of Burke 
may have been the salvation of Europe.” 8 


8 Souvenirs sur Mirabeau, p. 95, ed. Bruxelles, 1832. 


C* 
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CHAPTER XIV. 

1790—1791. 


Meeting of tlio new Parliament — Grcnnllo created ft Peer — 
Duke of Richmond's letter of complaint — The Budget — Trial 
of Hastings — Testimony of lVUlcrforco and Carlo to Titts elo- 
quence — Reappearance of Erakinc m Parliament — The King offers 
Pitt tho Garter, which he declines— ‘Wilberforco's motion on (ho 
8Iavo Trade — India and Canada — Dissension between Pox; and 
Burko — Rights of Juries — Bill m favour of Roman Catholics — 
Pitt's first check In foreign policy tho Russian armament —Re- 
trospect of events in Turkey — And in Sweden. 

The meeting of tho new Parliament had boon fixed 
for tlio 2oth of November. Previously, however, Pitt 
took a careful review of Ins position. In tho Commons 
lie had no reason to doubt his continued ascendency ; 
but in the Lords there was a stumbling-block from the 
wayward temper of Tlmrlow. Although the Chan- 
cellor was charged, or supposed to lie charged, with 
tho conduct of the Government business in the Upper 
House, Sir. Titt declared that ho was ne\cr quite 
certain what part in debate would bo taken by his 
Lonbhip. E\cn when lie forbore from insidious opj»o- 
sition, bo ga> o no real aid. During the whole Pe^-ion* 
of 1790, sa\s his biogrnphcr, “ho never, except on one 
occasion, opened his month.” * 


Lord Campbell « Lives of Ike Choree 11 or*, rol. v p. COT. 




17 90 . 


LIKE OF F1TT. 


Under such circumstances Pitt resolved to plnco 
among the Peers as leader some adherent on whom lie 
could thoroughly rely. With that, view he selected 
his cousin William Grenville, the newly-appointed Se- 
cretary of State, whom he proposed to the King to 
create Lord Grenville. The answer of ITis Majesty 
is dated the 21st of November. He readilv agreed to 
the proposed arrangement, expecting, as he says, that 
the conciliatory temper of Mr. Grenville would aid in 
keeping matters smooth with the Chancellor. Put 
His Majesty’s expectations were by no means fulfilled. 

Two letters of Pitt to his mother at this period arc 
written with evident pleasure — the one announcing the 
pacification with Spain, and the other the peerage to 
Grenville. 

“ Downing Street, Nov. 5, 1 700. 

“ My dear Mother, 

“ I am impatient to send you as early as pos- 
sible the satisfactory news which we received this 
morning that everything is at length settled on the 
subject of our disputes with Spain exactly in the 
manner we wished. Mr. Fifzherbert had brought the 
Spanish ^Minister to consent, on the 24th of last month, 
to a Convention acceding to all our terms; and it 
was settled that it should be signed in three days 
from that time. Among a thousand reasons for re- 
joicing in this event, it is not one of the last which 
occius to me that it will give both my brother and 
myself a chance of still reaching Burton for a few 
days before the Session, and that we shall feel no 
mixture of anxiety in doing so. You vail imagine, 
however, that, though our business has taken so 
agreeable a turn, the pressure of it is not for the 
VOL. II. E 
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moment diminished, and you mil thereforo not wonder 
at the haste of this letter 

“ Ever, my dear Mother, &.C., 

“ \Y. Pitt ” 

“ Downing Street, Kov 24, 1700 

“ My dear Mother, 

“ I have a piece of news to commumcato to- 
day wlucli will, I believe, ho verj unexpected, hut not 
unwelcome 

“ It is that Grenvillo lins just kissed hands on being 
removed to the House of Lords, whero there are man) 
reasons for wislung his assistance ns Homo Secretary 
of State B) the help of this arrangement, I think 
we shall open the new Parliament with moro strength 
than 1ms belonged to us since the beginning of tho 
Go\emmcnt, and it is a verj pleasant circumstanco 
in the business that nil parts of Go\cmmcnt are 
highl) satisfied with tho measure, and that tlioso who 
please themselves tt ith the reports which t ou will fco 
of divisions among us mil find theinsehcs completel) 
disappointed 

“ \ou will not liavo wondered that I found it not so 
ens) ns I imagined and hoped to accomplish mt excur- 
sion before the beginning of the Session I mu-t now 
look to the Christmas hohdajs when I think in) self 
un sure of being nt liliert). 

“ I mast not add more, as I hate bnrcl) lmil time for 
what I lmte mitten since coming from St .T amiss, and 
before sitting down to a formal dinner ttlmh nlwajs 
precedes the opening of the Session 

“ filer, nit dear “Mother, Ac., 

“ Y . Pitt ” 

3fr Pitt, hotreter, was much mi-taken win n he 
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thought himself able to announce “ that all parts of 
Government are highly satisfied with the measure.” 
On the same day that he wrote to Lady Chatham, 
the Duke of Richmond wrote to him. That letter of 
complaint — very able and very angry — I shall here 
insert at length. 

“ Goodwood, Roy. 24, 1790. 

“ Mr deae Sie, 

“ I cannot but very much regret that Mr. Gren- 
ville’s being called up to the House of Lords appeared 
to you to press for such an immediate decision as to 
prevent the wish you had of conversing with me upon 
the subject from taldng place, because I should at 
least have had an opportunity of previously giving you 
my most serious advice not to adopt a plan which 
to me seems likely to be attended with many bad 
consequences. 

“ I must conclude from your letter as well as from 
all the circumstances attending this measure, that it 
will have been carried into execution before my answer 
can reach you. But I will take my chance of the 
possibility of a delay, and state to you fairly some of 
the principal objections that strike me. 

“ In the first place, I think it ruin to Mr. Gren- 
ville. He has in the space of a very few years gone 
through many great offices, and now holds the second 
political situation in the House of Commons. In case 
of any accident happening to you or your brother, 
he would naturally become the first servant of the 
Crown in that House ; and the circumstances of the 
times, joined to his own abilities, justify, in the eyes 
of the public, his being where he is. But, by removing 
him from the House of Commons, you deprive him 
: of all the prospects of future advantages which talents 
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can male their way to m that place lie now stands 
m every light in an advantageous situation both for 
lumself and for his fnends is it then wise to risk a 
change ? He has succeeded admirably well hitherto , 
but it maj bo very uncertain whether he will succeed 
so well in another situation, certain!) a very different 
one from that which ho is now m To call up a 
youngef brother to the House ot Peers for the evident 
purpose of giving him the lead there, is a degree of 
reflection upon the whole House of Lords that there is 
no one there fit for such a situation, winch will be felt, 
and ma) causo him to fail in that for which alone ) ou 
placo lum there 

" If this should be the ca«c, or b\ any other means 
a change happen, a Lord Gren\illo without a fortune 
would bo but a poor situation 1 

“ But of all this, to bo sure, Mr Grenville must be 
the best judge , and I must suppose that lie likes tho 
risking all this for the sake of being made a Peer 
and haung tho lead in tho Houso of Lords rather 
than remain second in tho Hou c of Commons. For 
whatever Ins attachment maj be to jou, no man with 
that laudable degree of ambition which "Mr Grenville 
Ims>, can be Ripjioscd to hazard such an entire jKiiitical 
sacrifice of himself ns he is exposing himself to without 
hi saw some considerable gratification to him*i If in 
so doing But tho wisest men lmvc their weaknesses, 
and I frnr this is a very fatal one in Mr Grenville 
However, since it is Ins choice, there is nothing more 
to l*' Kud upon his account, but on jour account and 
thnt of the |» ntmnoiH \ of the present Government, in 
which the Kings hijpm*-* and the pro-j*.ntv of the 
kingdom an, I think chepl) interested, I do njjrv 
Iicn l the worst coii«c cjuenn s 

•* It wi u! 1 be lnconsittint with tho fnen Wnp I 
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trust I have upon all occasions shown you, and with 
the fairness I will always act with, not to say that 
I believe this country will not be satisfied to see you 
two younger brothers take the lead of the two Houses 
of Parliament, and by yourselves govern the country. 
With your abilities — which, without a compliment, are 
very transcending — you may take that lead in the 
House of Commons; but Mr. Grenville, whose parts, 
however solid and useful, are certainly not upon a 
level with yours, cannot, as I conceive, succeed in 
taking the lead in the House of Lords, where some- 
thing of higher rank and more fortune and dignity is 
required ; and I do apprehend that both of you being- 
in such situations, so nearly related with Lord Chatham 
at the Admiralty, will be thought engrossing too much 
in one family. You will consider, too, that at the 
same time that you deprive yourself of Mr. Grenville’s 
support and that of a Cabinet Minister in the House 
of Commons, which was the reason for which you 
made him Secretary of State, and thereby remain 
almost singly there as to speakers of any weight, you 
will place Mr. Grenville as singly in the House of 
Lords. The Duke of Leeds, who never took a very 
active part in debates, will probably not be very 
desirous of standing forward when he is so evidently 
set aside. Lord Chatham has never yet spoken. Lord 
Camden is idle, and grows old. Lord Stafford will 
seldom speak, and but a few words. Your account of 
the Chancellor makes it more likely that he will be 
adverse than otherwise ; and as to myself, I must con- 
fess that I do not see how I can be of any use. It 
is not, therefore, from your Cabinet that Mr. Grenville 
can derive .much support, and I do not imagine that 
Lord Havkesbury will feel much disposed to act under 
him. There remains Lord Walsingham, and the chance 
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of iv hat the Duke of Montrose maj turn out as n 
speaker in the House of Lords 

“ This against tho present speakers in Opposition, 
and po«siblj the Chancellor, will form hut a poor lino 
of debaters to defend tho errors of Government that, 
from the present way of carrying on business, unavoid- 
ably ari«e, and which it falls to the lot of tho House of 
Lords to bo afterwards obliged to support 

“ I have said that I could bo of little use, perhaps 
m no situation could I imo been of much , but to ho 
of any as a speaker, a man must feel something for 
himself, ami not appear to tho w orld in an unbecoming 
situation I trust I hare not shown mjself a difficult 
man when, nfter having lmd for many jenrs a con- 
siderable- share in tho debates in tho IIouso of Lord*, 
I first wished to support jour Government ns an indi- 
vidual, and afterwards defended jour measures ns a 
Minister under Lord Sjdncj and tho Duke of Lccd* 
But to continue to net a second part under even 
change, and pnrttculnrlj under ono which is nvowedlj 
made for tho solo purposo of giving the IIou«o of 
Lords another lender, would be depriving mjself of 
overy sort of consideration which I mnv ho]>c to have 
in that House, and rendering mjself totallj unless 
there 

“ I must ku, too, that, after having been of Into so 
particulnrlj called upon to take a ven nrtivo part in 
a busings of some lonsoqncnco where it was thought 
I could be u*>( ful, and having shown n diqxxijion t» 
accommodate, ns far as it was povoble, mj situation to 
vour wishes, I cannot but feel mjself somevrlut ne- 
glected bv jour deciding upon this mermiro vrilhout 
my con^ nt or even knowledge , for when we con- 
versed on this snbj 'll some turn ago, I had u:pn<v-d 
luj objections to it, and aft» numb umh Mood jou lul 
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entirely dropped the idea. You will also recollect my 
having often expressed flint, although ,1 feel very little 
interest in the disposal of employments or the making 
of Peers, vet I could not think it ri"ht that vour 
colleagues of the Cabinet should never hear of what 
is doing in these respects till the things were done. 
Those with whom I have formerly been connected in 
politics and in friendship used to treat me with more 
attention ; and, indifferent as T am upon those subjects 
in general, I cannot be entirely so when they fend to 
prevent me from being of that use, though small, which 
otherwise I might, possibly be of in the House of Lords 
to the King’s administration of which 1 have the 
honour to form a part. 

“ If I had any political ambition, I might- feel dis- 
appointed and hurt at, such a conduct; hut having none, 
it only adds to that desire of retiring from public 
business which you know I have long bad in view. In 
so doing I shall endeavour not to give it flic appear- 
ance of any dissatisfaction with you, for in truth I 
feel none, believing, as I do, that your conduct does 
not proceed from any intentional want of kindness 
towards me, but from (you must forgive me for saying 
so) an idleness in your disposition that too often makes 
you neglect to cultivate the friendship of those who 
are most attached to you, and which makes you 
expose your judgment to be biassed by the opinion 
of the narrow circle to which you confine your inti- 
macy. * 

“ I have before observed that I think ]\Ir. Grenville 
must have some strong predilection for this measure, 
and perhaps Mr. Dundas, whom you mention to have 
had some concern, at least, in what has led to it, may 
not be sorry to have Mr. Grenville out of his way in 
the House of Commons. The hurry and manner in 
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which this business was conducted, not allowing twelve 
hours for the return of your messenger, lead mo to 
these suspicions ; and, as the French say, I doubt your 
religion and good senso have been surprised. But of 
all things this is a measure the least calculated to 
conciliate the Chancellor, who is not fond of Mr. Gren- 
ville, and who, with somo reason, will think ho ought 
to have been consulted as to the person who is to 
have tho lead in the House of Lords. But perhaps 
Mr. Grenville and Mr. Dundns, who know that tho 
Chancellor does not like cither of them, may not ho 
sorry to force him out. I wish this may not end in 
breaking up that administration on which they both 
depend. 

“ With cveiy sincere widi for your prosperity, 

“ I am, my dear Sir, Arc. 

“ Biciimonp." 

Commencing in November, 1700, and closing in 
June, 1791, the flrs,t Session of the new Parliament 
comprised many important debates. Within three 
weeks of tho meeting Fitt brought forward his Budget 
for the year. It was no longer like his Budget of tho 
19th of April last, a picture of unmhid prosperity. 
Then he might expre«s his satisfaction that tho averngo 
income of tho country for the last two years, amounting 
to sixteen millions and a quarter, lmd c.\* coded h : s 
own estimate which tlio Opposition had formerly cen- 
sured as too high. Ho might point out that, since 
17SG, various extraordinary expends beyond tlie n- 
gular peace (Mnbhdiment, ami calculated nt fix mil- 
lions had been defrayed with the le-Ntanco of n loan 
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of only one million, while within that period more 
than five millions of the National Debt had been paid 
off. “The country at this moment.” Mr. Pitt might 
then conclude, “is in a state of prosperity far greater 
than at any period, even the most flourishing, before 
the late war; and this I can incontestably prove from 
a comparative view of the exports and imports of that 
period compared with those of the present ” — so fully 
and so rapidly had the loss of the American colonies, 
deemed irreparable by all our wisest statesmen, been 
repaired. 

Such, then, was the picture which the Prime Minister 
could draw in April, 1790. But in the December 
following he had the more painful task of computing 
and providing for the expense of the recent armament. 
All included it came to no less a sum than 3,133,000?. 
Mr. Pitt, relying, as he justly might, on the buoyancy 
of the national ' resources, determined that this sum 
should not remain as a permanent addition to the 
national debt. Accordingly he had framed a scheme 
for paying off the whole, principal and interest, within 
four years by the aid of temporary taxes. He proposed 
new duties, some to endure four years and others only 
two, upon spirits, sugar, malt, and other articles. He 
also desired that the public should for the first time 
derive some advantage from the large balance of 
unclaimed dividends remaining at the Bank of Eng- 
land. In 1727 that balance had been only 43,000 ?. ; 
in October, 1790, it had grown to 660,000?. Surely, 
said Mr. Pitt, it would be fair and right to apply half 
a million of this balance towards the discharge of the 

e 3 
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debts incurred by tbe late armament, making the Con- 
solidated Fund answerable for those dividends if at 
any time they should be claimed By this measure 
the nation would obtain the immediate use of half a 
million without interest, while the security of the 
national creditor would be m no degree lessened or 
impaired 

This scheme, which was unfolded by Pitt in a 
luminous speech, was received with general assent, 
excepting only the proposal as to the unclaimed dm 
dends Fears weie expressed lest it should “ give a 
stab to public credit’ — lest the fundholders, neglect 
mg to inform themselves, should suppose their security 
lessened Finally it was arranged that, instead of the 
Government taking directlj any proportion of the 
unclaimed dividends, the Bank Directors should lend 
half a million without interest, thus giving to the 
public exactly the same advantage as the first scheme 
contemplated 

The Trial of Hastings was another subject which ga\ e 
nso to long debates Here the question raised was 
whether in law and form the Dissolution of Parliament 
put an end to an impeachment before the House of 
Lords On this point the lawyers might rei ol in a 
long array of doubtful precedents And among them- 
selves the best opinions were much divided As against 
the Abatement might be cited the great names of 
Camden and Mansfield, ns for it names of scarcelj 
inferior legal eminence, Thurlow and Kenyon. But 
while the heads of the law were thus at issue, there was 
much more of unanimity among the leading statesmen , 
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for wliile Fox and Bnrlce, and Sheridan and Grcv 
eagerly pressed forward the Impeachment, Pitt, and 
Dundas in long and argumentative speeches threw their 
weight into the same scale. 

The speech of Pitt on this occasion is commemorated 
by Wilberforce with high praise. “This was ahnost 
the finest speech Pitt ever delivered. It was one which 
you would say at once he never could have made if ho 
had not been a mathematician. He put things by as 
he proceeded, and then returned to the very point from 
which he had started with the most astonishing clear- 

» o 

ness. “ 

Burke also was greatly pleased with this speech. 
“Sir,” he said,' “the Bight Hon. gentleman and I have 
often been opposed to one another, but his speech 
to-night has neutralized my opposition ; nay, Sir, he has 
dulcified me.” 

Erskine, who had now returned to Parliament as 
member for Portsmouth, espoused with vehemence, and 
in opposition to all his friends, the side of the Abate- 
ment. His long speech on this occasion appears to 
have borne no traces of his wonderful genius at the 
Bar. He acknowledged that in these debates he did 
not feel “ at home ; ” and he drew down upon himself 
some biting taunts from Burke. “ The learned gentle- 
man,” said Burke, “ has declared himself nervous, and 
has modestly declined all claim to eloquence. Why 
should the learned gentleman decline that to which all 
the world allows him entitled, and to which alone he 


2 Life of Wilberforce, by bis Sons, vol. i. p. 286. 
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hag liad recourse m the present debate’ It is plain 
he trusted in that, and in that only He confesses that 
he has not examined the Journals of the House of 
Commons , and is pleased to assert that he had no 
access to those of the other House, which nevertheless 
are printed and accessible to the whole world He 
only produced in his hand a pamphlet, to whose contents 
if he trusted to supply him with argument, it is not 
easy to see on what he could possibly rely except his 
own eloquence Hot mj part I must own that I 

wish the countrj to be governed by law, but not b) 
lawyers • ” 3 

Thus did Erskme recommence his career in Parha 
ment — certainly under no favourable auspices He 
continued m the following years to speak on various 
subjects, hut seldom with any success And while 
thus by his Parliamentary exertions he could render 
little sen ice to his fnends in public life, be was 
further apt to wear out their patience, even m pri- 
vate converse, b) his most garrulous though eier 
good-humoured a anity “ Recollect ’’—thus writes Tox 
to Grey — “ the impossibility when Erskme was in his 
most talkatrve aem of any thing liko deliberation ” 4 
Still far more contemptuous is the character drawn 
of him by Fox’s nephew and Erslune’s own Cabinet 
colleague “He talked much nonsense ” this is 


8 Two speeches of Mr Brahe listed in the Memorials of Fox, 
both Dee 23 1790 voL in p 203 

* Letter dated 1790 and pul>- 
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among the smaller imputations winch Lord Holland 
convoys.'*’ 

So lar as regards the subject of the Non* Abatement in 
December. 1700. the unexpected aid of Di-shine to 
the friends of Hastings bad no e fleet. The union of 
all the great statesmen in the House of Commons 
prevailed: and the continuance of the Trial was voted 
by overwhelming numbers. 

There were also before Christmas and in both Houses 
long debates on the recent Convention with Spain. 
Addresses in approval of it. wove carried by very large 
majorities — in the Peers by 73 votes against. 30, and 
in the Commons by 2-17 against 123. So much time 
was taken up in these manifold discussions that the 
early part of the Session continued till the 20th of 
December. Then the Houses adjourned till the be- 
irinning of February. Then also Pitt set off on a 
visit to Burton Pynsent, 

By tbe votes of both Houses the Spanish affair was 
now successfully concluded. For his part in the 
negotiation Mr. Fitzherbert was raised to the Irish 
peerage as Lord St. Helens : he survived till 1S39. 
A more splendid reward was designed for Mr. Pitt. 
The King had for some time past desired to invest 
him with the Garter ; and he renewed the offer of 
it on this occasion. But it was respectfully declined 
by the Minister — the only instance, so far as I lenow, 
since the Devolution, besides that of Sir Robert Peel, 

5 Memoirs by Henry Lord Holland, and especially ono passage, vol. ii. 
p. 184. 
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in which a Commoner has been offered and has re- 
fused this prize ; and a striking contrast to the eager- 
ness with which it often has been sought and solicited 
by many great Peers. Pitt, however, obtained the 
Royal permission to bestow it on his brother. Lord 
Chatham.® 

On the assembling of the Houses in February tho 
Trial of Hastings did not, as was hoped, make any rapid 
progress. The Lords were very deliberate in decid- 
ing the point of Non-Abatement. On receiving a com- 
munication from the other House, they appointed in 
the first place a Committee to search for precedents ; a 
favourite course with both Houses, especially, perhaps, 
when it is known that no precedents at all are to bo 
found. It was not till the 16th of May that Lord 
Porchester moved and carried by a large majority a 
Resolution as follows: — “That a Message be sent to 
acquaint the Commons that this House is ready to 
proceed in tho Trial of Warren Hastings.” 

Even thus, so far as regarded any activo progress 
in the Trial, the whole, or nearly the whole, of this 
Session was already consumed. Nor could it fail to 
be noticed that the hearing of only three out of the 
twenty Charges sent up to the House of Lords had 
taken up three years. At that rate, and allowing also 
a proportionate time for the defence, scarcely one of 
the promoters of the first Impeachment would have 
survived to seo its termination. Under thoso circum- 
stances Mr. Burke on the 14tli of February brought 

• Seo at tho close of the Tolumo tho notes from tho King to Jlr.Pilt, 
dated Dec. 12, 13, and 11, 1700. 
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forward a motion to limit the prosecution to a single 
Charge more, namely, that, relating to contracts, pen- 
sions. and allowances. a*The motion was opposed by 
Major Scott and other partisans of Hastings, whose 
desire was to bring the Trial to an immediate close; 
but it. obtained the support of Mr. Pitt, and was carried 
by an immense majority. The. hopes of the Managers 
were once again revived. It was thought that, the 
ardour of politics might — as sometimes, though rarely, 
happens — overcome the slowness of the. law. 

Of late the steps for the Abolition of the Slave Trade 
had been almost as tardy as those for the Trial of 
Hastings. The whole of the preceding and a great part 
of the present Session had been taken up in the exami- 
nation of witnesses, which Mr. Wilberforco could not 
prevent, which he indeed desired, but which in its 
result served only to perplex and overlay the question. 
Under cover of these conflicting testimonies, Members 
of Parliament found themselves much freer than before 
to vote as the interests of the Liverpool merchants 
or of the Jamaica planters might incline them. There 
were other discouragements also. The extravagances 
of the Jacobin Club- at Paris, and of Thomas Paine 
in his “Eights of Man,” were insidiously ascribed to 
the friends of Abolition by its enemies. With better 
reason might they point to the rising ferment of the 
West India slaves — to the revolution which had already 
commenced in St. Domingo, and was marked by 
horrible reprisals of the Blacks against the Whites . 7 

7 Clarkson’s History of the Abolition of tbo Slave Trade, vol. ii. 

pp. 208 - 212 . 
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It was under such unfavourable circumstances tha 
Mr. Wilberforce on the 18th of April moved for leav< 
to bring in a Bill to preventfjthe further importation 
of slaves into the British Colonies in the West Indies 
The debate lasted two days. Pitt and Fox, for onct 
on the same side, put forth all their powers. Nor wa‘ 
it wholly without effect even so far as the immediate 
numbers were concerned. Two young Members oi 
Parliament — Mr. John Thomas Stanley, afterwards 
Lord Stanley of Aiderley, and Mr. Dudley Ryder, 
afterwards Earl of Harrowby — declared, much to their 
honour, that they bad hitherto been adverse or in doubt 
as regarded the Abolition of Slavery, but should 
now give hearty votes in its favour. On the whole, 
however, the majority against it was immense; tho 
Noes being 163, and the Yeas but 88. 

Both India and Canada were in this Session subjects 
of debate. In 1700 Lord Cornwallis had found it 
necessary to declare war against Tippoo, Sultan of 
Mysore. During that year General Medows at tho 
head of 15,000 men gained several advantages. But 
r) early in 1791 Lord Cornwallis took the field in person. 
He besieged and took the town and fort of Bangalore, 
the second place in importance of Tippoo’s kingdom ; 
and pursuing his inarch until near tho outworks of 
the first, Seringapatam, ho there gained a victory over 
Tippoo himself. But he did not consider his force 
sufficient to reduce the capital, defended ns it was by 
extensive fortifications; and thus the conclusion of the 
war was reserved for another campaign. 

In the House of Commons, and in February 1791, 
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Philip Francis brought forward some Besolntions tend- 
ing to a censure of (ho war. They wore opposed by 
Bundas ami Pitt, and rejected without a division. 
Not satisfied with this negative victory, Ihmdas two 
days afterwards moved, without making a single pre- 
liminary observation. other Kesolulions in approval of 
the war. Fox and Francis made some angry speeches, 
but did not venture to divide. 

A Bill for the better government of Canada was 
brought forward by Hr. Pitt. Since the conquest of 
175H, and still more since the Act of 1771, there had 
been great, and growing differences between the new 
English settlers and the old French inhabitants; the 
latter in general stationed at or near Quebec, while the 
former, for the most part, proceeded higher up the 
stream. It was now proposed to divide the province 
into two parts, under the denominations of Upper and 
Lower Canada; the Upper for the English and 
American settlers, the Lower for the French Canadians, 
and with a local legislature to each part. “This divi- 
sion,” said Pitt, “ could, I hope, bo inado in such a 
manner as to give each a great majority in their own 
■particular share, although it cannot be expected to 
draw a line of complete separation. Any inconveniences 
to be apprehended from ancient Canadians being in- 
cluded in the one, or British settlers in the other, 
would be remedied by the double legislature which I 
seek to establish, by appointing in each a House of 
Assembly, and a Council, so as to give them the full 

advantages of the British Constitution If the 

province were not to be divided, there would be only 
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one House of Assembly , and there being two parties, 
if these parties had been equal, or nearly equal, m 
the Assembly, it would have been the source of pei 
petual faction, while if one party had been much 
stronger than the other, the minority might not without 
some justice call itself oppressed ’ 8 
Besides this division of the province, which might he 
regarded as the mam feature of the scheme there were 
other clauses providing that the descendants of those on 
whom the King might bestow hereditary titles should 
hold hereditary seats m the Council, and that thero 
should be a permanent appropriation of lands for the 
maintenance of the Protestant Clergj To the first 
introduction of this measure Pox offered no resistance 
And there fell from him on this occasion a maxim wluch 
lias of late become almost a settled rule in our Colonial 
government, but which, m 1791, it required both dis- 
cernment to perceive and courage to avou “ I do not 
hesitate to say,” said Fox, “ that if a local legislature 
be liberally formed, that circumstance would much 
incline mo to overlook defects in the other regulations , 
because I am convinced that the only method of 
retaining distant Colonies with advantage is to enablo 
them to govern themselves ” 

It was not till after the Committee that the opposi 
tion of Fox began With his usual powers of eloquence, 
ho pointed out some strong objections to the schemo of 
Clergy Reserves , and whilo lauding the principle of 
aristocracy m the goi emment of England, denied that 


8 Speeches of Mr Pitt, March 4 mi l April 8 1791 
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it, was applicable io the government of Canada. not- 
withstanding bis arguments, the Bill — -like most, other 
Bills opposed by Fox at this juncture — was carried with 
little alteration through both Houses. But it is worthy 
of note that one argument of Fox, though not- allowed 
in theory, has prevailed in practice. For although 
the Bill did enable the Sovereign to grant hereditary 
honours in the province of Canada, not, one such here- 
ditary honour was in fact conferred. 

The progress of this Bill, however, was fraught with 
an interest far beyond its own. It, was made memorable 
by a collateral incident which* it, produced — by the 
utter breach and lasting estrangement of the two great- 
leaders of the Opposition ranks. 

In arguing against the Canada Bill, Fox had not 
scrupled to draw sonic illustrations from the recent 
changes in France ; nor had he forborne from some 
reflections — or what seemed so — on the recent writings 
of Burke. A debate on a different subject, to wbicli I 
shall presently come, the Russian armament, had given 
Fox another opportunity for going over the same 
ground. On this second occasion, Burke, who was not 
present on the first, had risen with signs of strong 
emotion ; hut the hour being late, and the House ex- 
hausted, he was stopped by loud cries of “ Question ! ” 
chiefly from the friends of Fox. At a later period Fox 
is known to have regretted the injudicious zeal of those 
who would not allow Burke to answer his remarks upon 
the spot. “The contention,” he said, “might have 
been fiercer and hotter, but the remembrance of it 
would not have settled so deep and rankled so long.” • 
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It is however certain, though Fox’s ill-wishers might 
sometimes maintain the contrary, that Fox had no in- 
tention to insult or wound his friend. On the con- 
trary, he appears to have regretted that the ardour of 
debate had hurried him too far. On the day that had 
been fixed for the re-commitment of the Canada Bill, 
he, in company with a common Mend, paid a visit to 
Burke. Something of their old cordiality seemed to re- 
vive between them. A political circumstance of great 
delicacy was mentioned and discussed — a report, namely, 
that the King had let fall some expressions favourable 
to Mr. Fox. Burke made no secret of the topics which 
he designed to use for his own defence in the House of 
Commons; and Fox expressed the wish that at least 
the discussion might not take place on the re-commit- 
ment of the Canada Bill ; but Burke, declared that ho 
could not consent to forego an opportunity which ho 
could not hope to find again in any other business then 
before Parliament, or likely to come before it. Not- 
withstanding this refusal no present breach of friendship 
ensued. At the close of their conversation the two 
statesmen walked to Westminster together, and together 
entered the House. It was the last time in their lives 
that they were thus arm in arm or hand in hand.® 

On entering the House of Commons the two states- 
men found that Sheridan had, in tlio mean time, moved 
the adjournment of the discussion until after tlio Easter 


* In my account of thia trans- 
action I liavo closely followed a 
passage in tlio Annual Register 
for 1701 (pp 114-118), which nos 


certainly drawn up nnder Burhe'* 
direction, and perhaps in somo 
part even by Biuhe himself 
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holidays, to "which Pitt had agreed. Both Pox and 
Burke said a few words, the latter announcing that at 
the next opportunity, that is on the 6th of May, he 
should he prepared to explain himself fully on the 
affairs of France. 

On the 6th of May accordingly the expectation of 
the House was wound up to the highest pitch. But by 
that time the friends of Fox had discovered that it was 
highly irregular and blameable to foist reflections upon 
France into debates upon Canada. This irregularity, 
which had not struck them while the practice was con- 
tinued by Fox, appeared to them in the strongest light 
the moment a reply was announced by Burke. When, 
therefore, on the 6th of May, Burke rose in his place, 
and was proceeding with solemn earnestness to inveigh 
against the error and evil of the French Revolution, 
there appeared a fixed design to interrupt him. Member 
after Member from his own, the Opposition side, started 
up to call him to Order. First, there was Mr. Baker, a 
country gentleman of considerable note, from Hertford- 
shire. Next came a Member who also took some part in 
the debates, Mr. Michael Angelo Taylor. Others of the 
rank and file followed, and a tumultuous scene ensued. 
There was, as Burke said, a most disorderly rage for 
. Order. When, at last, he was suffered in some measure 
to proceed, chafed and goaded as he had been, and even 
at length by Fox among the rest, he, no doubt, spoke 
against “ the Right Hon. gentleman ” (for now he 
dropped the name of friend) much more bitterly and 
strongly than he had ‘at first designed. “Certainly,” 
he said, “it. is indiscreet at any period, but especially 
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at my time of life, to provoke enemies, or give my 
friends occasion to desert me Tet, if my firm and 
steady adherence to the British Constitution place me 
m such a dilemma, I am ready to risk all, and with 
my last words to exclaim — ■* Fly from the French 
Constitution ! ’ ” Fox here whispered across to him 
that there was no loss of friends “Yes,” rejoined 
Burke, “yes, there is a loss of friends I know the 
price of my conduct I have done mj duty at the 
price of my friend Our friendship is at an end ” 

When Burke, after some further impassioned bursts 
of eloquence, had sat down, Fox rose to reply But his 
mind was so painfully affected by what had passed, that 
for some minutes he was unable to proceed Tears 
rolled down his cheeks, and he strove in ^ am to give 
utterance to his thoughts The whole Honso seemed 
to sympathize with this generous gush of feeling, and 
many eyes were moistened besides his own 1 Be covering 
himself at last, he adi erted with manly and becoming 
tenderness to the Right Hon gentleman so lately Ins 
familiar friend He repeated wliat he had said in tho 
preceding year, that he had learned more from Mr 
Burke than from all books and all other men put 
together All Ins political knowledge was derived from 
Mr Burke's writings, speeches, or familiar conversation, 
and Ins severance from a man to whom lie owed so 
many obligations would bo painful to him to tho last 
hour of his life Still, however, he was bound to a\ow 

1 See Moore 8 Lifo of SI en lan, time (vol ii p 12'i) Fox, it 
from tlio information of persons is added wept e\ en to sobl>! " 
wl o were in tlio Gallery at the 
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liis opinions on public affairs, and be must look upon 
tbe French Constitution as a- most stupendous and 
glorious fabric of liberty. The old despotism was anni- 
hilated ; the new system had the good of the people for 
its object ; and that was the point on which he took his 
stand. 

Still untired, Burke rose again and spoke once more 
with augmented vehemence, denouncing the new French 
Constitution as no stupendous or glorious fabric, but 
rather “ as a building composed of untempered mortar — 
as the work of Goths and Yandals, where everything 
was disjointed and inverted.” Fox made yet another 
short reply, and thus the discussion ended. And thus 
ended also a friendship of twenty-five years — a friend- 
ship fraught with great results on the politics of Eng- 
land, and renowned throughout the world — a friendship 
which the Revolution in America cemented, and the 
Revolution of France broke asunder. 

In this memorable quarrel, which had been for some 
time foreseen as impending, there were many of the 
Whigs disposed in secret to sympathize with Burke. 
Such, - for example, was the tendency of the Duke of- 
Portland, in former years them nominal Prime Minister. 
But all of them, from the highest to the lowest, felt 
a natural repugnance to break with their real chief. So 
long as they could, they had laboured to urge that the 
difference between Burke and Fox was speculative only 
— that Burke might well leave the allusions of Fox and 
Sheridan without reply — and that there was nothing to 
prevent their continued concurrence in the field of 
practical action. When at last the breach did come. 
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all, or nearly all, tlie "Win g Members of Parliament, 
always excepting Windham, espoused the side of Fox 
And, as commonly happens in parties, though there 
might be some hesitation in deciding, yet, when the 
decision was taken, they rushed at once into an angry 
extreme I have already related their insulting, and, 
os it were, systematic interruptions of Burke on the 6th 
of May Within the week a significant hint was con 
\eyed him m the columns of a Whig newspaper, that he 
was expected to retire from the House of Commons 1 
Thus far then Burke remained almost alone E^en at 
the dose of this summer no immediate effect appears to 
have been produced by bis masterly tract “ An Appeal 
from the IS ew to the Old Whigs ” But tbe progress of 
affairs in France was surely, though slowly, working in 
lus favour Month after month during the next two 
jears the news that came from across the Channel 
tended more and more to fulfil Ins predictions, and to 
falsify the hopes of Fox. And thus, as will bo shown 
hereafter, a great majority of his former friends ended 
b) coming round to Ins declared opinions 

But meanwhile the isolation of Burke in public life 
manifested m the clearest manner how high and 
honourable were tbe motives by which he was swajed 
Tor it is to bo obsened, so far as the contending 
parties in England were concerned, that in losing old 
friends, he had bj no means acquired new He had 
indeed, from time to time, some communicitions with 

* The consequence (of tl is nicle May 12, 1"91 See alto 
dispute) is tl it Mr II irko retires 1 nor s I ift cf Burke toL >L 1 
from Purl ament. — -Morning Cltro* 1G9 
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the Ministry on business connected with the French 
E mi grants. . But these communications were on both 
sides cold and ungenial. Mr. Burke sought no 
junction upon other points with the party that he 
had so long opposed. On the other hand, Mr. Pitt 
at this period appears to have regarded the vehe- 
mence of Mr. Burke against the rulers of Prance as 
unsafe and extreme. When appealed to in the debates 
of the House of Commons, the Prime Minister, while 
commending the patriotic spirit of Burke, had advised 
him rather to extol the English Constitution than to 
attack the French . 3 Therefore, in the course which 
he had chosen, Burke went on alone. He might 
justly feel at this juncture that he had sacrificed for 
conscience sake not merely any ambitious views of 
his own, but what was far dearer to him, the ambitious 
views of his son and only child. He might justly 
write as follows to one of the French gentlemen in 
England, an agent from the Princes at Coblentz : “ In 
the disinterested part we actively take in your affairs, 
.we want no apology to any human creature. We have 
made many enemies here, and no friends, by the. part 
we have taken. We have, for your sakes, mixed with 
those with whom ive have had no natural intercourse. 
We have quitted' our business ; we have broken in upon, 
our engagements. For one mortification you have 
endured, we have endured twenty. My son has crossed, 
land and sea with much trouble, and at an expense 


3 See tlie remarks of Burke on I Old Wings.” (Works, vol. vi. p. 91, 
tliis advice in Iris “ Appeal to the J ed. 1815.) 

VOL. II. 


F 



LIFE OF PITT. 


Chap \l\ 


above his means But the cause of humanity requires 
it , he does not murmur , and is ready to do as much 
and more for men whose faces he has not seen .” 4 

The limits to the rights of Juries, and the statements 
of Judges in reference to them, had of late 3 ears at 
tracted some attention In 1784 there was the trial of 
Dr William Shipley, Dean of St. Asaph, on the charge 
of publishing a libel which was written by Sir William 
Jones, and entitled “ A Dialogue between a Gentleman 
and a Fanner ,’ and the verdict m this case had been 
“ Guilty of publishing, but whether a libel or not tho 
Jury do not find In 1789 there was, as we have 
seen, the trial of John Stochdalc, when the Jury re- 
turned a verdict of Not Guilty In 1790 there was tho 
prosecution of John Luxford, printer of tho Morning 
Herald, for a paragraph tending to embroil us with 
our nearest neighbours, smce it boldly asserted that in 
the armament resulting from tho affair at Nootl a Sound, 
the Ministers had in view not an open contest with 
Spain, but rather a treacherous attach on France Hero 
the defendant pleaded Guilty, and was sentenced to 
twehe months’ imprisonment 

In such cases, the Judge, when ho had to charge the 
Jury, was wont to relj mainly on a solemn declaration 
from the Court of King’s Bench ns presided over bj 
tlio Earl of Mansfield, and»as called forth b) tho ambi- 
guous verdict in Dean Shipley's trial In this nrgu 
ment Lord Mansfield had clenrl) laid down the position 
that tho Junes were to decide tho fact and not the 


* Correspondence vol in. p. 851 ed. IS 14 
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law — whether the defendant had had not published 
the pamphlet, and ‘not whether the pamphlet was or 
was not a libel. When in 178S Mansfield had retired 
from the Bench full of years and honours, his decisions 
continued to be cited with deserved respect. Nor 
indeed was it alleged by men of weight that he had 
failed to lay down the law correctly according to the 
latest precedents. In May 1791 even Ersldne, keen as 
he was for the rights pf Juries, acknowledged hi the 
House of Commons that if he were called to fill a judi- 
cial office, he should find it difficult on this subject to 
resist the current of decisions. 

The Juries on then - part were by no means always 
inclined to acquiesce in this limitation of them right, 
and it seemed most desirable that all doubts should be 
removed, and that they should obtain beyond dispute 
the full powers that they claimed. Twenty years before 
Burke had framed a Bill for that purpose. The subject 
was now resumed by Fox, who moved for leave to 
introduce his measure on the 20th of May, and who 
received on that occasion the cordial support of Pitt. 
But Fox had stirred too late in the Session for imme- 
diate success. Though the Bill was carried through 
the Commons with all possible despatch, the Second 
Beading could not be moved by Earl Stanhope in the 
Lords until the 8th of June, the Prorogation being de- 
signed for the 10th ; and the Chancellor might therefore 
safely and on sufficient grounds gratify his dislike of 
the measure by moving and obtaining its rejection for 
this year. 

There was another subject this Session on which Pitt 
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and Tox concurred^ Mr John Mitford, a lawyer of 
eminence, and afterwards the first Lord Redesdale, 
produced a Bill in favour of the Roman Catholics His 
object, as he explained it, was by no means to enable 
them to sit in Parliament or to fill any office from which 
they were before excluded, but to provide that such 
among them as should take an oath prescribed by the 
Bill should be exempted from some of the severe pe- 
nalties which at vanous time^ since the Reformation 
had been passed against them These penalties — a 
most just reproach to the age and race by winch the) 
were en icfed — were so man ) that the mere enumeration 
of them m Burns work on Ecclesiastical Law took 
up sevent) pages Pitt declared himself friendly to 
the measure, and Pox only complained that it did not 
go far enough The relief, ho said, ought to extend to 
every Roman Catholic, and not to the oath tal ers alone 
In the same spirit Pitt expressed nn earnest wish that 
the obnoxious Statutes might be not onl) suspended, but 
lepealed Meanwhile, however, the Bill of Mr Mitford 
was carried through the Commons unopposed, and in 
the Lords was supported by the Primate and the Bench 
of Bishops, the Chnncellor on that da) being absent 
from illness And thus, with somo amendments, the 
measure pas&cd into law 

It ma) well be supposed that the Roman Catholics — 
and above all with such weight) opinions on their sulo 
— did not doom this concession final and conclusive, but 
desired to press their further claims A Committee 
had been formed, and was sitting at Dublin, with a viotv 
to legislative action on their behalf m both kingdoms, 
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and as Secretary they had chosen .Richard Burke, the 
son of the great philosopher and statesman. 

Up to this time I have shown the Prime Minister 
triumphant in nearly all his measures, and upheld in 
every contest by the public approbation and applause. 
We are now to contemplate almost the first check to 
that lofty will, almost the first cloud upon that brilliant 
sky, in the ill reception of his scheme for the Russian 
armament. But here a retrospect will be required. 

The views entertained with respect to the rising em- 
pire of Russia had greatly varied in England within sixty 
years, even among those statesmen who agreed on other 
questions. Thus, in 1719, the policy of Stanhope, at that 
time Prime Minister, had been defined “ to drive the 
Muscovites as far off as possible.” On the other hand, we 
find in 1773 Chatham write to Shelburne : “ Your Lord- 
ship knows I am quite a Russ.” Of these two opinions, as 
time proceeded, Pitt certainly inclined to the former. 
And he watched with anxiety the progress of the war, 
commencing in August, 1787, which the Court of Peters- 
burg had haughtily provoked, and the Porte imprudently 
declared. 

Even at the outset of these hostilities the Empress 
Catherine felt secure of a powerful - ally. She had re- 
cently met, on a journey to the Crimea, her brother 
Emperor Joseph the Second; they had travelled for 
the most part in the same carriage, exchanged many 
compliments, and discussed many schemes of conquest. 5 
And among these stood foremost the destruction, or at 


5 Lettrcs ct Pcnsiies du Prince de Ligne (who was present with 
them), vol. i. p. 92, ed. 1S09. 
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least the dismemberment, of the Ottoman empirc- 
J osepli the Second, with many good and some great 
qualities, was misled by an inconsiderate desire of 
rivalling Frederick the Great Thirsting for military 
fame, and careless of political consequences, he issued a 
Declaration of War against Turkey in February, 1788 
His Manifesto on that occasion required some skill to 
draw, since m truth ho had not the smallest grievance 
against the Sultan to allege, and could only plead his 
wash to succour Ins good friend the Czarina. 

But the result to the Emperor, when he appeared at 
the head of lus soldiers, by no means corresponded With 
his hopes He had collected an army of 200,000 men, 
the largest perhaps that the House of Austria had jet 
brought into the field, but it was unskilful]} distributed 
along the whole line of the Turkish frontier Ono mam 
body, under the Prince of Coburg, was designed to co- 
operate with the Russians m Moldavia , another, under 
Joseph himself, moved along the Save At tho head of 
this last force, from which such great things had been 
expected, Joseph might indeed reduco tho pettj border 
fortress of Sabacz, but ho could not pre\ent tho Grand 
Yizier from invading and lajmg waste the Bannat of 
Temeswar Ho found it neces ary to order a retreat, 
which was mado in hnsto and ill-conducted, and at the 
close of tho jear ho camo back to Vienna sick in bodi 
and dejected in mind 

Cntherino tho Second lind entrusted tho principal 
direction of tho uar to her faiountc, Prince Potemkin 
Under him Count Romanzow commanded tho annj on 
tho Pruth Under lnm tho Prince do Nassau Siogen, 
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with whom the adventurer Paul Jones had taken ser- 
vice, commanded the flotilla in the Euxinc. The Turks, 
on their part, relied on their formidable fleet of eighteen 
ships of the line, and on their renowned Capitan Pacha 
Hassan, the hero of Lemnos. Jlassan did indeed dis- 
play all his former daring, not quenched by the snows 
of fourscore years, but there was neither skill nor dis- 
cipline in most of his officers or men. In the autumn 
of 1788 his armament was first repulsed by Paul Jones 
at Gluboka, then all but annihilated at. Kinburn by 
Jones and Siegen united. Emboldened by this success 
Prince Potemldn proceeded to invest the important 
fortress of Oclczakow. 

Turning from the Euxine to the Baltic, there ap- 
peared to the Turkish side a wholly unexpected ally. 
Gustavus of Sweden was, through his mother Ulrica, 
nephew to the great King of Prussia, and like the Em- 
peror Joseph he felt a perilous ambition to rival that 
consummate master of the art of war. He had as little 
plea for assailing Russia as Joseph for assailing Turkey ; 
nevertheless he published a Manifesto in the summer of 
1788, and at once commenced hostilities. On proceed- 
ing to put himself at the head of his forces in Einland, 
the parallel with Joseph might be still further con- 
tinued, for he encountered nothing but discomfiture. 
Admiral Greig, a Scotchman in the Russians’ service, 
and commanding their Baltic fleet, proved an over- 
match to the Swedish. The principal officers and 
nobles of Gustavus were disaffected to him from the- 
violent subversion of their privileges which he had 
made in former years, and the Danes, at the instigation 
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of Catherine, suddenly assailed his dominions on their 
side It became necessary for him to return from I'm 
land in all haste, and oppose himself to these new ad- 
versaries The lung of Sweden was then be) oncl all 
doubt in a most critical position, and he owed his de- 
liver mce only to the <ictn e measures of Pitt 

The object of Pitt, whether m the north or south, was 
the same — to uphold the balance of power Tor this 
object he had just concluded and he relied upon treaties 
of alliance with Holland and Prussia He non desired 
that the three Allies should by a joint Remonstrance 
arrest the progress of the Danes and Russians and save 
Sweden It was no easj matter on this occasion to 
overcome the conscientious scruple of George the Third, 
who apprehended any nsk of war It was no ensj 
matter on this occasion or on any other to animate the 
indolent temper of Tredenck William But the rcqm 
site sanction at least for the first steps being granted, 
Sir Hugh Elliot, our Minister at Copenhagen, received 
the desired instructions M ithout losing a moment ho 
crossed over into Sweden and hnstened to the camp 
of the Danish army before Gothenburg There he met 
the joung Prince Rojnl nephew of George the Third, 
and virtual Regent of Denmark through his father’s 
mcapacit) To him Mr Elliot at once presented a 
Remonstrance m the name of the threo Allies, threaten 
mg him with their resentment if the war with Sweden 
were further pursued Under this procure a prehnu 
nan truce was signtdon the Otli of October tint for 
onl) a week, and at the clo e of that period for a 
month 
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The aim of Pitt was now to carry out, tin's policy to 
its full extent — to bring the Danes from a preliminary 
to a final pacification. Here again there were some 
conscientious difficulties on the part of George the 
Third, over whom the shadow of his great malady was 
just beginning to be cast. My readers may themselves 
consult the King’s touching letter of October 25, Mr. 
Pitt’s answer offering some modification, and the King’s 
rejoinder of November 3, 17S8. The result was in com- 
plete accordance with the wishes and the expectations 
of the British Minister. England, without incurring any 
warfare of her own, arrested the warfare of another 
Power. The Danes marched back their troops to Nor- 
way, and subsequently were persuaded to resume their 
position as neutrals in the war. 

On the side of Turkey the armies had for the most 
part withdrawn to winter quarters. But the investment 
of Ockzakow was still continued by Prince Potemkin. 
The Turks, well aware of the importance of this post, 
had thrown into it a garrison of twenty thousand chosen 
troops. A scarcely less effectual protection seemed to 
be afforded it by the extreme severity of the winter 
which ensued. Nevertheless Prince Potemkin, eager 
to signalise himself at whatever cost of lives, paid no 
regal'd to the hundreds that daily perished from ex- 
posure to the cold, but still kept his forces in the field 
and began to bombard the city with red-hot balls. One 
of these fell on the great powder-magazine, which blew 
up with a terrible explosion, killing five thousand people 
and demolishing a portion of the wall. A general as- 
sault being given in consequence on the 17th of De- 

F 3 
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cember, 1788, the place was taken by storm after a 
brave resistance and vast slaughter on both side3 Tho 
fall of this important border fortress was felt as a great 
shock not only through the Turkish empire, but through- 
out all Europe It was the first stronghold acquired 
by the Kussnns on the Euxine, and it filled a space m 
the popular apprehensions of those times not less than 
m our own daj did Sebastopol 
In April of the next j ear, 17S9, occurred the sudden 
demise of the Sultan Abdul Hamet, succeeded by his 
nephew Selim The new Sovereign changed tho Mi 
lusters and Generals, but maintained the warlike polic), 
of his predecessor When, ljowever, short]) afterwards 
tho campaign commenced, it was marked by a long 
tram of disasters to the Ottoman empire Joseph tho 
Second, being detained b) illness at Vienna, had sum- 
moned from retirement the veteran commander Lau 
dohn whoso high militarj fame had up to that timo 
excited lias jealous) rather than lus confidence Ad 
vanning along tho Sa\ e, Laudolin reduced Grndisca, 
and in spite of nil opposition besieged and took tho im- 
portant city of Belgrade Xn 3 Told avia Suwarrovv had 
succeeded Romnnzow ns leader of the IUi«sians, and 
displa)ed at once tho uncultivated genius the barbarian 
vigour for which his name has become renow netl *Con 
certing measures with tho Prince of Coburg, tl»e\ 
marched be)ond tho Sereth, and utterly defeated tho 
Turks m two blood) battles at Tockshan and ntEinuuk 
Tlio Turks were dmen in confusion across tho Danube, 
while notonl) tho tit) of Bucharest but tho whole pro- 
vince of \\ allacbia became the spoil of tho victors 
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Along the wide extent of northern frontier there was 
yet space for another signal reverse to the Turkish arms. 
One of the changes made by the new Sultan had been 
to transfer the High Admiral, Hassan Pacha, from Lis 
own element to the land-service, giving him the com- 
mand ’of some forces, with which he was directed to 
march into Bessarabia, there to aim at the recovery of 
Ockzakow and the protection of Bender. Hassan had 
passed the Danube and reached the village of Tobak, 
when he was encountered by a Russian army led by 
Prince Potemkin, and after a hard-fought action was 
utterly defeated. 

Thus on all points had the Turks been put to the 
rout with heavy loss. Another such campaign might 
have driven them beyond the Bosphorus. But as in a 
former year from Sweden, so in the next there came to 
them an important diversion from the Netherlands and 
Hungary. In both the Emperor Joseph had attempted 
to establish reforms, good for the most part in them- 
selves, but ill-timed, precipitate, and urged with arbi- 
trary violence. In both there was a reaction not less 
violent, extending in' Hungary to the very verge of 
civil war, and in the Netherlands to successful insur- 
rection. Joseph, already on his death-bed, found it ne- 
cessary to revoke all the most cherished measiu’es of his 
not long but laborious life ; and on the 20th of February, 
1790, he expired. 

Joseph was succeeded in the Hereditary States, as 
afterwards in the Imperial Crown, by his brother Leo- 
pold, the Grand Duke of Tuscany. Leopold at once 
applied himself, and not without success, to heal the 
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wounds wlncli Joseph had inflicted Both Hungan 
and Belgium were by degrees restored to quiet, 
though still for a long time liea\ ing with their recent 
agitation Meanwhile on the Danube the Austnan 
troops had done little more than reduce Orlova and 
besiege Widdin Leopold did not seek new victorie , 
but expected to derive some fruits from those ahead) 
gained Ho thought it only reasonable that the Turks 
should be prepared to make considerable cessions in 
any treaty of peace 

It was at this point that the three Allies — the Cabi- 
nets of London the Hague, and Berlin — were able to 
interpose with signal effect Ahead) , a few days onl) 
before the demise of Joseph, Prussia had concluded a 
treaty of alliance with the Poite, and commenced netne 
preparations for war It was now made clear to Leopold 
that unless he would renounce the concert of measures 
with Rus«n, and the schemes for the partition of Purl ei, 
he must be prepared to encounter on the other side the 
whole force of the Prussian monarch) England and 
Holland, though closel) linked with Prussia in thc«o 
negotiations, wcie admitted to fake part ns mediators 
in the Congress which was hold at Bcichenbach, in 
Silesia, between the mal States Through their joint 
exertions Leopold was induced, seel mg morco\ or to 
secure the votes of Brandenburg nmlHnno\cr at the np 
proaching Imperial election, to com hide in Jul), 1700, 
the Convention called of Ileichcnbach renouncing his 
alliance with Itussn, prouding for a speech pence be- 
tween himself and the Porte, and consenting to gw* 
back all the conquests made on Ins part during the war 
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The relief which this Convention afforded at a most 
seasonable time to the tottering Turkish empire was 
lessened in some degree by another treaty of peace con- 
cluded at nearly the same time between Russia and 
Sweden. The campaign on the side of Finland had 
been marked by numerous encounters both by land and 
sea, and with varying fortune, but even their successes 
brought heavy loss in men and in ships to the Swedes. 
Under these circumstances Gustavus rushed into peace 
with as much precipitation as he had into war. 
Without the smallest regard to his allies, or to his 
pledges, he signed a treaty at his camp in August,- 1790, 
fixing his frontiers with Russia exactly as they stood 
before the war, and leaving the Empress Catherine at 
liberty to turn her entire and undivided forces against 
the Turks. 

Of this liberty the Empress was resolved to make 
full use. Her armies had remained almost stationary 
on the Danube through the spring and summer, while 
Austria was in suspense and negotiations were in pro- 
gress. But it was hoped that, as at Ockzakow, the winter 
season would not preclude an important blow. The 
object now in view was the reduction of Ismail, a strong 
town on the left arm of the Danube, near its mouth, 
and into which the Turks had tin-own almost an . army 
for a garrison. Prince Potemkin sent his instructions 
to General Suwarrow in these few words : “ You will 
take Ismail at whatever cost.” Having made his dis- 
positions .accordingly, Suwarrow on the morning of the 
22nd of December, 1790, led up his troops to the as- 
sault. The resistance was obstinate, but unavailing, the 
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slaughter terrible, and continued long after the re- 
sistance had ceased. It is computed that on the day 
of the storm’ and on the two following, the number of 
the 5?urks that perished, men, women, and children 
together, amounted to no less than four and thirty 
thousand. 
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CHAPTER XV. 

1701. 

Policy of England — “ The Russian Annnmcni” — Concession of Pitt 
to tlic popular feeling — Death of Princo Potemkin — Lord Gren- 
ville appointed Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs — Lord Chat- 
ham and Mr. Pitt compared by Lady Clintlmm — Marriage of the 
Duke of York — Correspondence with the Bishop of Lichfield — 
Pitt's patronage of humble merit in the Church — Commutation of 
Tithes — French Revolution — r Declaration of Pilnitz — Riots at 
Birmingham — Destruction of Dr. Priestley's house. 

Iisr my last chapter I gave a slight, but perhaps for my 
purpose sufficient sketch of the events in Eastern and 
Northern Europe since 1787. That sketch has now 
brought me to the commencement of 1791, and will 
serve to explain the policy in that year of Mr. Pitt. 
He could look back with gratification to the success of 
the three Allies. He was proud to think that they had 
been able first to arrest the progress of Denmark in 
the North ; next to curb the ambition of Austria, and 
compel her to renounce the conquests she had already 
made. It was his opinion that precisely the same 
course should be pursued towards Russia. But the 
negotiations with that view, conducted through the 
autumn and winter, proved altogether unsatisfactory. 
The Empress resented as an insult any interference of 
the Neutral Powers. She would hear nothing of mode- 
ration and forbearance. She was fully determined, even 
before the talcing of Ismail, and still more fully after it, 
that in any treaty of peace with the Porte, she would 
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letain a considerable portion of her conquests, and, 
above all, the fortress of Ochzahow as her first opening 
to the Euxrne 

All remonstrances against this determination being 
haughtd) rejected bj the Court of Petersburg, Pitt 
thought that the time had come for more decisive 
measures Alread) with that view had he kept m 
commission several ships be) one! the regular peace 
establishment He now sent orders to increase tlio 
number, and make them with all despatch read) for sea, 
and this, in the language of the time, was called “ tlio 
Russian armament” As at Reichenbach it wns^tho 
muster along the frontier of a Prussian arm) ready for 
action that mainly weighed with Austria in conceding, 
so now, in all probability might with Russia the aspect 
of a British fleet But if not — if the Empress Cathermo 
were bent on tr)ing her strength against tlio country- 
men of Hawke and Boscawen — then, ns Pitt believed, 
the present balance of power, and the future secunh of 
Europe, were considerations of fully sufficient mqiort- 
anco to justif) a war 

On the 27th of March Pitt held a Cabinet upon 
tlus subject He did not carr) through his views with- 
out some difficult), ns will appear from a letter addre^ ed 
to him m tlio course of the same night by tho Duke of 
Richmond 

“ \\ liitchnll, Sundi) night 

“ My nrvn Sir, March 27, l?oi 

“ Although it is next to impossible for two poisons in 
tho course of n \amt) of o\cnts nlwn) 4 ? to see the san i 
things m the same point of view, )et I cannot but feel 
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hurt when I happen to differ from you in any essential 
point. At tlie same time I am sure that in one of such 
importance as that rye discussed this morning in Cabinet, 
you would not wish me to keep back my real senti- 
ments ; and the more I think of the subject the more I 
am confirmed in my opinion that unless we have Hol- 
land, in some ostensible shape at least, with us, and the 
Swedish ports open to our fleet, with an accession of 
Poland to our alliance, ' we risk too much in pledging 
this country to Prussia to make war against Russia in 
order to compel her to make peace with the Porte upon 
the status quo. I have duly weighed all the arguments 
you made use of, which undoubtedly have great force, 
but I cannot say they have convinced me. 

“ I have not the presumption to wish that my ideas 
should preponderate against yours and the majority of 
the Cabinet, and I by no means wish to enter any formal 
dissent to the measure, but merely to be understood by 
you that my opinion; does not go with it. When once 
it is adopted, I shall contribute the little I can to its 
success. 

“ I am ever most truly and sincerely yours, 

“ Richmond.” 

Next day, however, Monday the 28th of March, Pitt 
presented to the House of Commons a Message in the 
name of the King, stating that the endeavours which 
His Majesty had used, in concert with his Allies, to 
effect a reconciliation between Russia and the Porte 
having hitherto been unsuccessful, he judged it requisite 
to make some farther augmentation of his naval force, 
and he trusted that his faithful Commons would be, 
ready to make good the expenses that might be 
incurred. No sooner was the Message delivered than 
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Tox started up to declare Ins opposition to its purport 
On the following day, and on several subsequent occa- 
sions, he argued against it with Ins usual force, abty 
seconded by several of his fnends in the Commons bj 
Grey, Sheridan, and Whitbread , in the Peers bj Lords 
Loughborough and Stormont, and Lord North, now Earl 
of Guilford Was it really of such v ast importance to 
English interests whether Russia did or did not retain 
the territory between the Boug and Dniester, or even 
the strong-hold of Ocbzahow? Was it realty worth 
while to incur all the costs and all the calamities 
of war for a desolate tract of marshes, and for a fortress 
half m rums? 

The great eloquence which Fox displayed upon this 
subject was not greater than of late years he had dis- 
played upon many other subjects But lie had the 
pleasure to find that it made far more impression on his 
hearers The evils of Russian ambition wero contingent 
and remote , those of increased expenditure plain, pal- 
pable, immediate But, moreover. Pox having no 
official considerations to restrain him, could discuss the 
question boldly in all its bearings Pitt, on the other 
hand, deemed it inconsistent with his duty to reveal the 
exact state of the negotiation, or even to mention 
OchznKow, and thus ho could onty , ns it v\ ere, meet a 
rapier with a foil 

Iho Russian armament, therefore, found no fivotir 
with the public On tho dav after tho Ring’s 3rcs«s» to o, 
and when tho Opposition had moved an Amendment to 
tho Address, the Ministers prevailed bv a majority of 0*5 , 
but on the next occasion, and in a much fuller JIou>e, 
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that majority declined to SO. Out of doors the measure 
grew daily more unpopular. Even in the ranks of the 
majority there were many doubtful or reluctant votes. 
Pitt felt that he must sound a retreat. 

Once convinced of the necessity of yielding, Pitt did 
not procrastinate or linger. It was, he saw, of pressing 
importance that the country should not become more 
deeply committed on this question. He despatched to 
Russia with all possible speed a Messenger, who fortu- 
nately arrived in sufficient time to withhold our Minister 
from presenting to the Court of Petersburg a new and 
threatening Note which was already prepared. And in 
relinquishing the warlike measures which he had com- 
menced for the recovery of Ockzakow, Pitt was anxious, 
by means of a secret letter, addressed to Mr. Ewart, to 
explain to the Court of Berlin the urgent reasons for 
that change. That letter, as derived from the draft in 
Pitt’s own writing, has been already printed in the Life 
by Bishop Tomline, but I shall here print it again. It 
is necessary to premise that Mr. Ewart had lately been 
in England, and was only just returned to his post. 

“My dear Sir, “ Hohvood, May 24, 1791. 

“ You are so fully apprised, from your own observa- 
tion, and from our repeated conversations, of all which 
has -passed here in relation to affairs abroad, and of 
every sentiment of mine on the subject, that I can have 
nothing fresh to add in this letter. 

“ I wish, however, to repeat my earnest and anxious 
desire that you should find means of inf orming the 
Ring of Prussia, as openly and explicitly as possible, of 
the real state of the business, and of the true motives of 
our conduct. He knows, I am persuaded, too well the 
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effect which opinion and public impression must alwajs 
have m tins country, either to complain of our change 
of measures or to wonder at it, if the true cause be 
fully explained to him You perfect!) know that no 
man could be more eagerly bent than I was on a stead) 
adherence to the line which we had at first proposed, 
of going all lengths to enforce the terms of the strict 
status quo , and I am still as much persuaded as ever 
that if we could have earned the support of the country 
with us, the nsk and expense of the struggle, even if 
Russia had not submitted without a struggle, would not 
have been more than the object was worth 

“ But notwithstanding this was my own fixed opinion, 
I saw with certamt) , in a ver) few days after the 
subject was first discussed in Parliament, that the 
prospect of obtaining a support sufficient to carry this 
line through with vigour and effect was absolutely 
desperate We did indeed carry our question m the 
House of Commons, by not an inconsiderable majority , 
and we shall, I am persuaded, continue successful m 
resisting all the attempts of Opposition as long as the 
negotiation is depending But from what I know of 
the sentiments of the greatest part of that majont), 
and of many of the warmest friends of Government, I 
am sure that if, in persisting m the lme of the status 
quo, we were to come to the point of actually calling for 
supplies to support the war, and were to state, as w ould 
then be indispensable, the precise ground on which it 
arose, that we should either not cany such a question, 
or carry it only by so weak a division as would nearly 
amount to a defeat This opinion I certainly formed 
neither hastily nor willingly , nor could I easily make a 
sacnfice more painful to m) self than I have done in 
yielding to it But feeling the circumstances to be such 
as I have stated them, the only question that remained 
was, whether v e should persist, at all hazards, in pushing 
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our first, determination, though without a chance of 
rendering it effectual to its object, or whether we should 
endeavour to do what appears to be the next best, when 
what we wished to do became impracticable. 

“To speak plainly: the obvious effect of our persisting 
would have been to risk the existence of the present 
Government, and with it the whole of our system both 
at home and abroad. The personal part of tin's con- 
sideration it would have been our duty to overlook, 
and I trust we should all have been ready to do so, if 
by any risk of our own we should have contributed to 
the attainment of a great and important object for this 
country and its allies ; but the consequence must 
evidently have been the reverse. The overthrow of 
our system here, at the same time that it hazarded 
driving the Government at home into a state of absolute 
confusion, must have shaken the whole of our system 
abroad. It is not difficult to foresee what must have 
been the consequence to Prussia of a change effected 
by an opposition to the very measures taken in concert 
with that Court, and resting on the avowed ground of 
our present system of alliance. 

“ On these considerations it is that we have felt the 
necessity of changing our plan, and endeavouring to 
find the best expedient we can for terminating the 
business •without extremities. Fortunately, the having 
succeeded in stopping the proposed representation to 
Russia has prevented our being as pointedly committed 
as there was reason to apprehend we might have been. 
The modifications which have been suggested, the 
recommendation of them from Spain, the prospect of 
bringing that Court to join in a subsequent guarantee of 
the Turkish possessions, and the chance of, perhaps, 
bringing the Emperor to accede to our system, are all 
circumstances which give an opening for extricating us 
from our present difficulty. You are so fully master of 
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tlie whole of those details, that I shall not enlaige upon 
them My great object is, that you should he able to 
satisfy the King of Prussia of the strong necessity under 
which we have acted, and that we really had no other 
choice, with a view either to his interests or to those 
which we are most bound to consult at home 

“ I am, <5Lc , 

“W Pitt ’ 

The concession here made by Pitt m good time (for 
on that in a concession e\ erythmg depends) to the 
popular feeling averted Ins Parliamentary danger But 
the whole transaction tended to dim his Parliamentary 
renown Hero was manifestly a miscalculation and a 
failure, — the first on any foreign question that he had 
ever Known Men began to whisper that his fall 
might be near at hand — that the public confidence was 
lost — that the King’s favour was declining — that His 
Majesty had been heard to say at lus Levee that 
should any change become requisite, he had no per 
sonal objections to Mr Fox It may likewise be 
observed that rumours of this kind were not without 
their effect on the dissension which broke forth directly 
afterwards between Fox and Burke Even such poll 
ticians of the Opposition side as at heart agreed with 
Burke on the terrors of the French Bevolution, deemed 
it impolitic to side with tho philosopher just retiring 
from the stage, and toXreak with the statesman perhaps 
on the '\er} point of being called to the head of affairs 

On another point also was Burke mixed up m tln> 
transaction He had taken part n ltk Fox in speaking 
and voting against the Russian armament, but sub 
setpiently to their quarrel he stated a charge against 
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liis former friend in a private letter to tlie Duke of 
Portland,' which, some years later, was surreptitiously 
and without liis leave made public. The charge was, 
that Mr. Fox, without in any manner consulting his 
party, had sent Mr. Adair (at a later period Sir Bobert) 
on a secret mission to Petersburg with the view to 
counteract the efforts of the King’s Envoy, Mr. Faw- 
kener. Such had been the rumour at the time. Mr. 
Pitt himself, though he did not accuse Mr. Fox of any 
share in this transaction, twice in the House of Com- 
mons intimated an idea that the presence of Mr. Adair 
at the Bussian Court had been injurious. “Better 
terms,” he said, “ might have been obtained at Peters- 
burg, had it not been for certain circumstances of noto- 
riety hostile to the political interests of England.” In 
the heat of party conflict it must be owned that there 
appeared some grounds of probability sufficient to jus- 
tify the charge. 

Many years afterwards, however, that is in 1821, the 
charge was revived by Bishop Tomline in a more deli- 
berate form. The Bishop said that its accuracy was 
attested by authentic documents among Mr. Pitt’s 
papers. But, when publicly appealed to by Sir Bobert 
Adah, lie. did not produce any. I certainly have not 
found any such among the papers which were then in 
the Bishop’s hands and which are now in mine, and 
I believe that the Bishop’s memory must have entirely 
deceived him on this point. The final vindication of 
Sir Bobert — dated in February, 1842, and published 
in the Fox Memorials — appears to me complete. It 
clearly shows that the journey to Petersburg was Mr. 
Adair’s own act, without any suggestion of Mr. Fox 
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and without any treacherous design of either Mr 
Pox went no farther than to say, as he most rea- 
sonablj might, when Mr Adair took leave of him, “ Well, 
if jou are determined to go, send us all the news ” 

The Czanna, however, received Mr Adair with high 
honours as the friend of Fox, and took pains to con- 
trast her demeanour to him with that to Mr Faw- 
kener She professed the highest regard for the great 
orator m consequence of his recent course , and having 
obt lined his bust from England, placed it in a gallery 
of her palace between those of Demosthenes and Cicero 
Abroad, it became necessary for the Prussian Mims 
ters to follow the course of England. They could not 
persevere with effect in resisting the pretensions of 
Russia on the side of Turl ev , and the Porte itself had 
no alternative but to jield It was agreed that the 
Czarina should retain the fortress of Ockzakow, and tho 
territory between the Boug and the Dniester , the latter 
stream to be henceforth the limit between the two 
empires. The Preliminaries of Peace were signed on 
the 11th of August, and a Congress was appointed to be 
held at Yassy for the completion of the treaty 

In October, and before tins peace was finally adjusted, 
died Prince Potemkin, one of the most zealous pro- 
moters of the war His ascendency with the Empress 
had recently declined under the influence of 0 
younger rival He was travelling to hacolajeff for 
change of air, in company with his niece the Counted 
Bramsl a when he felt himself so ill that lie desired to 
be lifted from the carriage and placed on the grass 
beneath a tree, and there — like the humblest w a) farer 
on the road side — did this favourite of fortune expire 
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Chagrin and anxiety had combined to ruin his health 
with excesses of the table. “His usual breakfast at 
this time was a smoked goose, with a large quantity 
of wine and spirits, and he dined in the same man- 
ner.” So, at least, says the biographer of Paul Jones. 1 
Paul Jones himself at this time was no longer in the 
Russian service. So early as April, 17S9, he had found 
it necessary to leave Petersburg in disgrace under a 
heavy personal charge;- and he died at Paris in great 
obscurity in July, 1792. 

There had been rumours in England of Ministerial 
changes consequent upon the Russian armament. But 
the only real resignation that ensued was that of the 
Duke of Leeds. His Grace, in a highly honourable 
spirit, resolved, rather than consent to modify the 
policy recommended in his own office, to throw up 
the Seals. The place thus left vacant was supplied 
by transferring Lord Grenville from the Home to the 
Eoreign Department ; while Dundas, although still 
retaining the Presidency of the India Board, was 
appointed Home Secretary. His appointment, how- 
ever, was regarded as only temporary. It was the 
wish of Pitt, to which he obtained the King’s assent, 
that Lord Cornwallis should return from India and 
become Home Secretary. The offer went out to 
Calcutta, but Lord Cornwallis explained in the first 
place that it was impossible for him to quit his post 
while the war with Tippoo continued. Subsequently 
it further appeared that Lord Cornwallis, conscious of 


1 Memoirs of Paul Jones, vol. ii. p. 137, ed. 1830. 
VOL. II. a 
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Lis deficiencies as a debater, was unwilling to accept 
any Parliamentary office that should require speeches 
on his part. And thus the appointment of Dundas, 
though provisional at first, was finally looked upon as 
permanent. 

Lord Grenville, as raised to the Upper House and as 
placed at the Foreign Office, had now an adequate 
and well-adapted field for his eminent abilities. The 
Peers found in him a leader of whom they might be 
proud. They acknowledged his constant application to 
all the details of public business. They listened with 
unvarying respect to his grave and well-poised, his 
sententious and sonorous eloquence. At the Foreign 
Office he showed at all times a lofty English spirit 
and a watchful jealousy of the national honour ; and 
the despatches which ho carefully prepared were ex- 
cellent State papers. As a politician, however, he had 
one deficiency, which, in a private letter of a later period, 
he candidly avowed : “ I am not competent to the ma- 
nagement of men. I never was so naturally, and toil 
and anxiety more and more unfit me for it.” 2 

At this time and for many years subsequently Lord 
Grenville was on most -cordial and intimate terms with 
Pitt. They treated each other not only as Cabinet 
colleagues, but as the near kinsmen that they were. 
That bond of ldnsmanship was drawn still closer when 
in July, 1792, Lord Grenville married tho Hon. Anno 
Pitt, only daughter of Lord Camelford. At the moment 


s Letter to Lord Buckingham, dated March 7, 1807. 
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I am writing (sixty-eight years later) that lady still in 
most honoured old age survives. 

In the course of this spring there was also some 
change in the lesser offices. Of the two Secretaries of 
the Treasury since 1784, Mr. Steele and Mr. Eose, the 
former became Joint Paymaster, with the rank of Privy 
Councillor, and with the Hon. Dudley Ryder, the eldest 
son of Lord Harrowby, for a colleague. He was 
/ succeeded in his first post by Mr, Charles Long, an 
attached Mend of Mr.’ Pitt, and an excellent man of 
business, who was raised to the peerage in 1826 as 
Lord Parnborough, and who in his later years was dis- 
tinguished by his knowledge of Art. Mr. Eose on the 
other hand remained Secretary of the Treasury through 
the whole first administration of Mr. Pitt. 

At the close of June, and while Pitt was still de- 
tained in London, we find Wilberfor.ce ,pay a visit at 
Burton Pynsent, and describe that visit in his Diary. 
“ June 30. Got to Pynsent at night. Old Lady Chatham 
•a noble antiquity, very like Lady Harriot, and the 
Pitt voice. — July 1. At Burton all day. Walked and 
talked^ with Eliot. Lady Chatham asked about Box’s 
speaking- — is much interested in politics. Seventy-five 
years old, and a very active mind.” 

Lady Chatham, though at that time in retirement 
and old age, was indeed, as Lord Macaulay says, 
•“a woman of considerable abilities.” She had been 
the main stay of her husband in sickness and sorrow. 
She had assisted in unfolding the early promise of 
her son. I once asked Sir Bobert Peel whether he 
could remember any other instance in modern history 

G 2 



124 


LIFE OF PITT. 


Chap. XV. 


where a woman had almost equal reason to be proud in 
two relations of life — of her son and of her husband. 
When next I saw Sir Robert, he told me that he had 
thought over the question with care, and could produce 
no other instance quite in point since the days of 
Philip of Macedon. The nearest approach to it, he 
said, would he that of Mr. Pitt’s own rival; since 
Mr. Fox would well sustain one half of the parallel, 
hut the first Lord Holland, although a man of great 
abilities, was wholly unequal to'the first Lord Chatham. 

Perhaps I may presume to add an anecdote which I 
derived at nearly the same time from Lady Chatham’s 
last surviving grand-daughter, my aunt, Lady Griselda 
Tekeil. 

Here is the inquiry which I addressed to her : — 

“ Grosvenor Place, Feb. 1, 3850. 

“I have a favour to ask of you. My father 
once mentioned to me a little anecdote of much in- 
terest winch he had heard from you at a former time, 
to the effect of Lady Chatham being asked whether 
she thought her husband or her son the greater states- 
man, and of her having answered — certainly with 
excellent taste and judgment as a wife, however the 
comparison might be held by others — that there could 
be no doubt at all as to Lord Chatham being far the 
superior. Might I request of you to put down on paper 
exactly what you remember of this story, and to let mo 
have it? I think that a trait so curious and so cre- 
ditable to the person concerned ought to be preserved 
in the most authentic shape.” 

Lady Griselda answered me as follows : — 
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“ Frimley Park, Feb. 8, 1850. 


“ With respect to the question you put to me' 
concerning what my grandmother, Lady Chatham, said 
of the ability of her husband, I did not consider it as 
relating to his character as a statesman, hut to his 
general talents. When I was about fifteen I was on 
a visit to Burton Pynsent, and one day asked her in 
rather a childish manner, ‘ Which do you think the 
cleverest, Grandpapa or Hr. Pitt?’ To which her 
answer was, ‘Your Grandpapa, without doubt,’ or some 
equivalent expression. Her own understanding was so 
superior, her judgment on this point carries great 
weight.” 

In July, 1791, we find Pitt — as usual at the close 
of the Session — turn his thoughts to Somersetshire. 
And, as it chanced, the King’s residence at Weymouth 
during many weeks of this autumn enabled the Minister 
to pay not one visit only, but two, at Burton. 

Here are his letters at that time. 

.. ,, -» r “ Wimbledon, July 2, 1791. 

“ My dear Mother, ’ J ’ 

“I heartily wish I could gratify Mr. Beid in 
an object so interesting to him; but I have not yet 
been able to ascertain clearly in whose recommendation 
the living in question is. I much fear it will prove to 
be in the Chancellor’s. If it should be in mine, I . 
trust there can be nothing to prevent my giving it 
as he wishes. I was not a little disappointed at 
being prevented from coming to you at the time I 
expected, and the disappointment is not the less from 
circumstances hitherto having followed one another 
so as to leave me veiy uncertain when I may be 
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at liberty. 4 It is not impossible that I may find ten 
days or a fortnight before the end of this month, but 
as yet I hardly dare reckon upon it. We are all 
anxious spectators of the strange scene in France, 
and still in entire suspense as to the issue of it, with 
respect to the personal situation of the King and 
Queen, and the form of their future government. 
No material news has arrived from thence within these 
few days, and it is very difficult, in such a state, to 
have any accounts on which we can rely for accuracy as 
to particulars. 

lt The result of our own negotiations on the Continent 
is also still uncertain. This situation makes the idle- 
ness of our holidays not quite complete, but it allows 
time for excursions during half the week either to 
this place or Hdlwood, and the weather for some days 
has made every hour in the country delightful. Have 
the goodness to tell Eliot that I received his letter, 
and will write to him in a day or two. Affectionate 
compliments to Mrs. Stapleton, and love to little girl. 

“ Ever, my dear Mother, &c., 

“W. Pitt.” 

“ Downing Street, July 21, 1791. 

“I am still in the same state of suspense with 
regard to the events which are to decide when I may 
reckon on a sufficient interval of holidays to reach 
Burton. It cannot, however, be much longer before I 
shall be able to judge. In the mean time I am enough 
at liberty to meditate an excursion for a couple of days 
at the end of this week into Hampshire, from whence I 
hope by stealth to get a view of the fleet, which is an 
object well worth' v seeing, and which I hope after this 
summer there will not be an opportunity of seeing again 
for some time.” 
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“ Dovming'Strcot, Sept. 24, 1791. 

“ My dear Mother, 

“ You will wonder to receive a letter from me 
dated from lienee, and I write merely that the news- 
papers may not give you the first information of my 
arrival, with whatever may be their ingenious specula- 
tions -on the occasion of it. The real cause is a diffi- 
culty of form respecting the Duke of York’s marriage, 
which has been precipitately fixed at Berlin for next 
week, without waiting for the regular signification of 
the Council as required by the famous Marriage Act. 
We found it the shortest way to come to town, in 
order to expedite the necessary forms as much as 
possible ; but it is still doubtful whether anything 
we can do will be in time to make the marriage valid, 
and whether the' ceremony must not be performed 
again. I shall stay no longer than is necessary for 
this business, and shall probably be at Weymouth 
again on Tuesday or Wednesday, a very few’ days after 
which will bring me to Burton. 

“ Ever, my dear Mother, &c., 

“ W. Pitt.” 

“ Downing Street, Oct. 4, 1791. 

“ I am very sorry the newspapers have done so much 
honour to my gout. I had in fact just enough for a 
few days to furnish materials for a paragraph, but 
it was very little inconvenience while it lasted, and has 
left none behind it.” 

The marriage of the Duke of York, to which Pitt 
in these letters refers, was sole mni zed at Berlin on 
the 29th of September, His bride was the Princess 
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Frederica, eldest daughter of the King of Prussia. 
" She is far from handsome,’ writes Lord Malmesbury, 
"hut lively, sensible, and very tractable, and if only 
one tenth part of the attachment they now show for 
each other remains, it will be very sufficient to make a 
most happy marriage * 3 But from the events of subse- 
quent jears it may he feared that even that tenth part 
did not remain 

Passing to another subject, I may observe that tie 
papers of Mr Pitt tend in man} respects to prove the 
unsatisfactory condition, at that time, of the Church of 
England There was then, as some of its best friends 
have owned, but too much scope for the great and 
general improvement which has since ensued There 
was then, at least m some ca«es, a low tone of feeling, 
such as in the present da} we should deem scarcelv 
possible Here, for example, are some letters that passed 
between the Minister and the Bishop of Lichfield and 
Coventry, the brother of Earl Cornwallis 
“ Sik, “ W impole Street, June 10, 1791 

“ After the various instances of neglect and con 
tempt which Lord Cornwallis and I have experienced, 
not only in violation of repeated assurances, but of the 
strongest ties, it is impossible that I should not feel the 
late disappointment ven deeply 

" W ith respect to the proposal concerning Salisbury, 

I have no hesitation m saying that the See of Sahsbur} 
cannot be in anj respect an object to me The on!} 
arrangement which promises an accommodation m mj 
favour is the promotion of the Bishop of Lincoln to 


3 To tlio Duke of Portland Coblentz Oct 14 1 T'll 
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Salisbury, which would enable you to confer the Deanery 
of St. Paul’s upon me. 

“ I have the honour to be, iVc., 

“J. Lichfield and Coventry.” 

“ Downing Street, Saturday night, 
“My Loud, dime 11 , mu. 

“On my return to town this afternoon I found 
your Lordship’s letter. I am willing to hope that on 
further consideration, and on recollecting all the cir- 
cumstances, there are parts of that letter which you 
would yourself wish never to have written. 

“ My respect for your Lordship’s situation, and my 
regard for Lord Cornwallis, prevent my saving more 
than that until that letter is recalled, your lordship 
makes any further intercourse between you and mo 
impossible. “I have the honour to he, &c., 

“W. Pitt.” 

“ Sm, “ "Wimpole Street, Juno 11, 1701. 

“Under the very great disappointment which I 
have felt upon the late occasion, I am much concerned 
that I was induced to make use of expressions in my 
letter to you of which I have since repented, and which 
upon consideration I beg leave to retract, and I hope 
that they will make no unfavourable impression upon 
your mind. 

“"Whatever may he your thoughts respecting the 
subject matter of the letter, I trust that you will have 
the candour to pardon those parts of it which may ap- 
pear to be wanting in due and proper respect to you, 
and believe me to have the honour, &c., 

“ J. Lichfield and Coventry.” 

g 3 
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<( My Loud, “ Downing Street, Juno 12, 1791. 

“I have this morning received the honour of 
your Lordship’s letter, dated the lltli, and have great 
satisfaction in being enabled to dismiss from my mind 
any iffipression occasioned by a paragraph in the former 
letter which I received from you. 

“ With respect to any further arrangement, I can only 
say that I have no reason to believe that the Bishop of 
Lincoln would wish to remove to Salisbury ; but if he 
were, I should certainly have no hesitation in recom- 
mending your Lordship for the Deanery of St. Paul’s. 

“ I have the honour to be, &a, 

“ W. Pitt.” 4 

It has sometimes been alleged that Mr. Pitt was not 
judicious in his Ecclesiastical appointments or prefer- 
ments. Perhaps indeed neither Mr. Pitt nor yet any 
other Minister in the reign of George the Third showed 
sufficient care to seek out or to call forth rising talents 
in the Church. But on the other hand thero were 
many instances in which Pitt rejected the most powerful 
recommendations rather than fail to reward an humble 
course of parish duties. Here is one letter in proof 
which I select from a later year. It is addressed to the 
Earl of Carnarvon. 

“My Lord, “ Downing Street, Jan. 21, 1797. 

“ I ought to make very many apologies for hav- 4 
ingin the succession of business left your Lordship so 
long in suspense on the subject of tho applications which 


1 On the Sth of February, 1794, j announced in the Gazette as Dean 
we find the Bishop of Iachfieid | of Durham. 
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I had the honour of receiving from you relative to t)io 
Living of Newbury. Allow mo to is^inv you that it 
would afford mo very sincere sat Lfart ion if I folt myself 
nt liberty to show mv attention to vour wLIjc-j, and » 

• * w 

penally on an occasion wh.n thoy ate 1 so naturally oi- 
titled to it, But 1 tru-t y.»n will allow for tla* circum- 
stances which preclude mo from doing when 1 .‘•ay 
that Mr. Hoc, a gentleman who has for some time 
officiated there. has on that ground been recommended 
to me with such peculiar (esfimoni'-s of hi*.- exemplary 
conduct and of the good eft* e(s pmhired by it in the 
town, that I should not feel justified in proposing any 
other person to His Majesty in preference to him. I 
certainly should not on any less urgent ground have 
hesitated to support your Lordship’s recommendation. 

“1 have the honour to he, Ac., 

“ W. Hitt.” 

At the close of 1701 Mr. Pitt wrote ns follows to the 
Archbishop of Canterbury (Dr. John Moore since 1780) : 

“My Lord, “ Downing Street, Doc. 10, 171*1. 

“I took the liberty of mentioning to your Grace 
not long since that some suggestions had been brought 
under my view respecting a general commutation of 
Tithes for a Coni Lent conformably to a plan which 
was adopted in the instance of two or three parishes by 
separate Enclosure Bills in the course of the last Session. 
A paper has been drawn up at my desire, stating shortly 
the principal considerations which seem to arise out of 
this proposal, and according to your Grace’s permission 
I have the honour of enclosing it. 

“ I am very far from venturing to form a decided 
opinion respecting the possibility or expediency of any 
new arrangement, or the merits of this particular plan. 
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But the whole subject seems to me, especially at the 
present moment, to be of the most serious importance, 
and there are appearances which but too strongly inch 
cate that it is likely to be agitated m different parts of 
the country. 

“It seems, therefore, very desirable that any pro* 
posal which aims at obviating the present complaints, 
and at the same time securing the interests of the 
Church, should engage the early attention of those who 
wish well to the Establishment, in order that they nnv 
be enabled to give a proper direction to the business if 
it can be put into any practicable shape, or after full 
examination to resist on the best grounds anything of a 
mischievous tendency With this view I felt anxious to 
submit this idea to 3 our Grace’s consideration 

“If there are an) persons with whom your Grace 
may think proper to consult confidentially on any part 
of the business, I would beg that the communication 
with which I have troubled you nmj be understood to 
be entirely a private one 

“ Possibly as the Archbishop of York is now at Bath, 
your Grace may have an opportunit} of conversing with 
him and of allowing him the papers, wlucli I should ho 
very desirous of Ins seeing 

“ I have the honour, &c , 

“W Pitt” 

I do not find the Archbishop’s reply among Mr Pitt s 
papers Since, however, the measure m question was 
no further pursued, it is plain that the answer must 
have been discouraging All friends of the Church will, 
I think, join me in lamenting the error of judgment 
that was here committed II by should the general 
Commutation of Tithes — a measure accomplished with 
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sucli general assent and such excellent result some forty- 
years later — have been -without necessity, and through 
many scenes of strife, laid aside when a public-spirited 
Minister proposed it? 

Most anxiously through the whole of 1791 did the 
eyes of Europe continue fixed on France. At the be- 
ginning of the year it was hoped that some main leaders 
of the Revolution, alarmed at its excesses, might be 
found both willing and able to restrain them. It was 
on Mirabeau, above all, that such hopes depended. But 
liis untimely death, which occurred on the 2nd of April, 
left the vessel of the State with no competent pilot, and 
drifting to the shoals. 

Not many months elapsed ere the King, provoked 
beyond endurance by almost daily insults and wrongs, 
determined to make an effort for his deliverance. Ac- 
companied by the Queen and his two children, and 
bearing a passport under a feigned name, he secretly set 
out from Paris on the 21st of June, by no means de- 
signing, as his enemies have alleged, a restoration of the 
Ancien Regime, but rather the establishment, under 
better auspices, of a limited Constitutional Monarchy. 
Had he succeeded in reaching the frontier town Mont- 
medy, the destinies not of France only but of Europe 
might probably have been changed. Unhappily at 
Yarennes the features of Louis were recognised by the 
post-master, Drouet ; the Royal party was arrested and 
led back to Paris in mob triumph. Henceforth the 
King had little choice. In the month of September he 
accepted the new Constitution which the Assembly had 
framed, and took an oath to its observance. Then, as 
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had been previously determined, the Assembly dissolved 
itself, as considering its work completed, and making 
way for the new legislative body 

One effect of the troubles in Trance was a concert of 
measures between the Emperor Leopold and the King of 
Prussia The animosity that once existed between them 
had now ceased, partly from the Convention of Reichen 
bach, which removed the causes of dispute, and partly 
from the retirement of Count Hertzberg, who of all 
the Prussian Ministers was the most averse to the Aus 
trian cause In the month of August the two Sovereigns 
met at Pilnitz, a country palace of the Elector of Saxony 
Their mam object was to confer on the affairs of Poland, 
but they had likewise begun to feel that the cause of 
Monarchy itself might be imperilled by the issue of 
events at Pans On this last point the Royal delibera- 
tions were quickened by the arrival at Dresden of tho 
Comte d’ Artois and M do Calonne m the name of the 
Emigrant party The two Sovereigns agreed to publish 
the celebrated Declaration of Pilnitz In that docu- 
ment it is stated that the situation of the King of 
Franco was a matter of common interest, and that to 
set right that situation, even by force of arms, they 
would invoke the concert and assistance of the other 
European powers 

Besides this open and avowed declaration, it was 
immediately alleged by the leading Trenchmen on the 
Revolutionary side, that there were other and secret 
articles providing for the partition of Trance Bat 
there appears to have been no just ground for such a 
charge “ As far as wo have been able to trace/’ said 
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Mr. Pitt, on a long subsequent occasion, “the Declara- 
tion of Pilnitz referred to the imprisonment of Louis the 
Sixteenth. Its immediate view was to effect his deli- 
verance, if a concert sufficiently extensive could be 
formed for that purpose. It left the internal state of 
France to be decided by the King restored to his liberty, 
with the free consent of the States of the kingdom, and 
it did' not contain one word relative to the dismember- 
ment of France .” 5 

The Declaration of Pilnitz raised to a high pitch the 
spirits of the Emigrants. Their chief men, now rein- 
forced by the arrival of Monsieur, the King’s next 
brother, from France, held their councils at Coblentz, 
and set on foot negotiations with several other Poten- 
tates. Both the Empress of Bussia and the King of 
Sweden showed a strong disposition to take up arms in 
their cause. But when it came to that positive issue, 
the prudence of Leopold, and his alarm for Flanders, 
were proof against their violent counsels. Frederick 
William, in like manner, wavered and drew back. 
Neither of these Sovereigns was in truth nulling to act 
without England. And though the personal wishes of 
George the Third might be with them, the Cabinet of 
London had from the first expressed itself determined 
to observe a strict neutrality. 

Thus, in its result, the famous Declaration of Pilnitz 
bore little or no fruit. And when a few weeks after- 
wards M. ‘ de Calonne, in the name of the Emigrant 
Princes at Coblentz, stated to the Court of London a 
plan which they had formed for the invasion of France, 


, 6 Speech, of Feb. 3, 1800. 
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had been previously determined, the Assembly dissolved 
itself, as considering its work completed, and making 
way for the new legislative body 
One effect of the troubles in France was a concert of 
measures between the Emperor Leopold and the King of 
Prussia The animosity that once existed between them 
had now ceased, partly from the Convention of Reichen- 
bach, which removed the causes of dispute, and partly 
from the retirement of Count Hertzberg, who of all 
the Prussian Ministers was the most averse to the Aus- 
trian cause In the month of August the two Sovereigns 
met at Pilmtz, a country palace of the Elector of Saxony 
Their mam object was to confer on the affairs of Poland, 
but they had likewise begun to feel that the cause of 
Monarchy itself might he imperilled by the issue of 
events at Pans On this last point the Royal delibera- 
tions were quickened by the amval at Dresden of tlio 
Comte d Artois and M do Calonne m the name of tho 
Emigrant party The two Sovereigns agreed to publish 
tho celebrated Declaration of Pilmtz In that docu- 
ment it is stated that the situation of the King of 
France was a matter of common interest, and that to 
set nghfc that situation , even by force of arms, they 
would invoke the concert and assistance of tho other 
European powers. 

Besides this open and avowed declaration, it was 
immediately alleged by tho leading Frenchmen on tho 
Revolutionary side, that there were other and secret 
articles providing for the partition of France But 
there appears to have been no just ground for such a 
charge. “ As far as wo have been able to trace,” 6aid 
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Mr . Pitt, on a long subsequent occasion, “the Declara- 
tion of Pilnitz referred to the imprisonment of Louis the 
Sixteenth. Its immediate view was to effect his deli- 
verance, if a concert sufficiently extensive could bo 
formed for that purpose. It left the internal state of 
Prance to be decided by the Ping restored to his liberty, 
with the free consent of the States of the kingdom, and 
it did not contain one word relative to the dismember- 
ment of France .” 5 

The Declaration of Pilnitz raised to a high pitch the 
spirits of the Emigrants. Their chief men, now rein- 
forced by the arrival of Monsieur, the King’s next 
brother, from France, held their councils at Coblentz, 
and set on foot negotiations with several other Poten- 
tates. Both the Empress of Eussia and the King of 
Sweden showed a strong disposition to take up arms in 
their cause. But when it came to that positive issue, 
the prudence of Leopold, and his alarm for Flanders, 
were proof against their violent counsels. Frederick 
William, in like manner, wavered and drew back. 
Neither of these Sovereigns was in truth willing to act 
without England. And though the personal wishes of 
George the Third might be with them, the Cabinet of 
London had from the first expressed itself determined 
to observe a strict neutrality. 

Thus, in its result, the famous Declaration of Pilnitz 
bore little or no fruit. And when a few weeks after- 
wards M. ' de Calonne, in the name of the Emigrant 
Princes at Coblentz, stated to the Court of London a 
plan which they had formed for the invasion of France, 
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and for the effecting of a Counter-Revolution, and when 
he most earnestly implored the loan of three or four 
hundred thousand pounds to assist them in that object, 
he met with a positive refusal on tjio part of Mr Pitt 4 
In England the conflict of opinions between the 
friends of the French Revolution and its adversaries 
grew keener and keener Unhappily they came to a 
violent issue at Birmingham, in the person of Dr 
Pnestley, who, since the recent death of Ur Price, 
might be regarded as the leader of the Unitarians in 
England Joseph Pnestley was a man of considerable 
scientific as well as controversial fame For a long 
period he had been the librarian and chosen friend of 
Lord Shelburne The breach which ensued between 
them has been ascribed to the increasing licence of hi5 
published speculations On leaving Bowood he had 
fixed his residence and built his meeting house at Bir- 
mingham, where he was further known as an ardent ad' 
mirer of the Revolutionary principles of France Be 
designed, in conjunction with several other persons m 
1791, to celebrate the 14th of July, the anniversary of 
the taking of the Bastille, by a public dinner 

On the other hand, the people of Birmingham, far 
from concurring in his sentiments, either religious or 
political, were at that time stanch for Church and 
lung They viewed the proposed entertainment with 
great disfavour, and they were further incensed b) tho 
appearance, some days beforehand, of o seditious hand- 
bill inviting them to dine, and “ tyrants to beware ” It 
was not known from whom that hand bill proceeded, but 


* Lift, by Bubop Tomliac rol iu. p. 440 
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its reflections upon tlie King and the Parliament were 
of such a kind, that a reward of 100/. was offered for the 
detection of the author and printer. 

Violence like this called forth a most unjustifiable 
reaction. When on the appointed day some eighty 
persons (Priestley himself, however, not among them) 
repaired to the chosen tavern to eat their dinner and 
make their speeches, they found the doors beset by an 
angry crowd, which received them with hissing and 
yelling. Towards evening a riot began. First the 
windows of the inn were broken. Then proceeding from 
outrage to outrage, the mob demolished Dr. Priestley's 
and another meeting-house, as also the dwellings of 
Dr. Priestley and of several of his friends, both in the 
town and neighbourhood. Drunkenness, as is almost 
invariably the case in English riots, mingled largely 
with destruction ; and, in other cases, the rioters levied 
sums of money as the price of their forbearance. The 
magistrates were for some time unable to suppress these 
tumults, and commencing as they did on the Thursday, 
they continued at intervals until the Sunday evening, 
W T hen three troops of horse arrived. 

Dr. Priestley, by these destructive outrages, lost not 
only his household furniture, his valuable library an,d 
his philosophical instruments, but also manuscripts 
which the toil of his remaining years might not suffice 
to restore. At the assizes, held in the ensuing month, 
great pains were taken to bring the offenders to justice. 
There were fifteen persons apprehended, four convicted, 
and three hanged. Next spring the other persons, 
eleven in number, whose property had suffered most, 
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brought actions for damages against the neighbouring 
Hundreds ; and they recovered, on the -whole, in Wor- 
cestershire 5,504?., and in Warwickshire 21,456?. These 
sums, large as they appear, were below the amount that 
had been claimed ; and loud complaints were heard 
against the “ignorant Juries” which allowed compen- 
sation only for such objects as chairs and tables, but 
not for manuscripts or philosophical instruments whoso 
value they could not understand. 

Nor were other reproaches wanting against bpth the 
Magistrates and the Clergy of the Birmingham district. 
It was alleged that in their horror of Dissent, they had 
some secret sympathy with the riots, and had failed to 
show sufficient heartiness, either in their suppression or 
their punishment. A charge of this kind is easily made. 
In the case before us, it appears to me not in the least 
established. 

Dr. Priestley, though securo from further attacks or 
losses in London, found even there the national feeling 
so strong against him, that after no long interval he 
embarked for the United States. As in Franco the 
Revolutionary leaders ascribed every evil that befell 
them to the villnnous machination of Pitt, so did their 
friends in England not scruple to declare that tho Bir- 
mingham riots had been purposely stirred up by the 
same abominable statesman. Mr. Coleridge, then ono of 
that party, begins a sonnet as follows : — 

“ Though, roused by that dark Vizier, Riot rudo 
Havo driven our Priestley o’er tho ocean swell, 
Though Superstition nnd her wolfish brood 
Bay his mild radiance 
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CHAPTER XYI. 

1792—1703. 

The Budget — Beductionof forces — Pitt’s great Speech on the Slnvo 
Trade — Improvements in the administration of tho law — Pitt’s 
Loan Bill — Opposed by Tliurlow — His dismissal from office 
— “The Friends of tho People” — Mr. Grey’s notico on Parlia- 
mentary Beform — "Resisted by Pitt — Death of the Emperor 
Leopold — Assassination of tho King of Sweden — Tlio Fronch 
declare war against Austria — Seditious publications — Negotia- 
tions with the Whig party — Death of tho Earl of Guilford — 
Pitt appointed Warden of the Cinquo Ports — Invasion of French 
territory by tho Prussians — Partition of Poland — The Allies de- 
feated at Valmy — Eetreat of tho Dulco of Brunswick — Na- 
tional Convention — Victory of Dumouriez at Jcmmapes — Biots 
in England and Scotland — Counter-demonstrations — Prosecution 
of Paine — Lord Loughborough Chancellor — Execution of Louis 
XVI. — The French declare war against England, Holland, and 
Spain. 

Parliament met again on the last day of January, 
1792. It was opened by the Ring in person. His 
Majesty began by announcing the happy event of the 
marriage of the Duke of York. He promised the 
production of papers to explain the former negotiations 
with the Court of Petersburg. He expressed a confident 
hope of the maintenance of peace, and as the best pledge 
of that confidence, recommended an immediate reduction 
in our naval and military establishments and a propor- 
tionate relief of the people from the weight of taxation. 

To submit these recommendations in a more definite 
shape, Pitt brought forward his Budget as the first 
business of the Session. The revenue, he said, had 


140 


LIFE OF PITT 


Chap XVI 


been constantly increasing under the influence of the 
national prosperity during the last few years Its 
average for the last four was 16,200,000?, or 400,000? 
in excess of the annual expenditure for the same 
period Of this surplus he proposed to add 200,000? 
yearly to the Sinking Fund, 'and to take off taxes to 
the amount of the other moiety The taxes which ha 
proposed to repeal were the additional tax upon malt 
laid on last year, and the imposts upon female servants, 
carts and waggons, houses having less than seven 
windows, and the last halfpenny per pound upon 
candles He held out a most encouraging prospect of 
still further relief from the repeal of taxes within the 
next fifteen years , “ for although,” said he, “ we most 
not count with certainty on the continuance of otu* 
present prosperity during such an interval, yet unques- 
tionably there never was a time in the history of this 
country when from the situation of Europe we might 
more reasonably expect fifteen years of peace than ire 
may at the present moment ” 1 

Proceeding on this conviction, Pitt asked the House 
to vote only 16,000 seamen, being 2,000 less than last 
vear< As to the land-forces, he proposed not to renew 
but on the contrary allow to expire the subsidiary 
treaty with Hesse By this and by some other savings 
which he explained, he trusted to reduce the cost of 
the military establishments by 200,000? a year 

From these reductions and from the prophecy of 
peace which he had hazarded, it is plain how firmly 
the Primo Minister was set against any interference 


1 Pari Hist toI nix. p 32C 
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with France* So high was then the public credit that 
at the beginning of the year Pitt intended to propose 
a reduction of the Four per Cents, to Three-and-a-Half 
per Cents. The draft of a Bill for that purpose was 
found among his papers. But on further consideration 
he resolved to defer the measure until the next 
Session, when he hoped to be able to reduce these 
funds to Three per Cents. Little did he think what 
that next Session would bring forth, and that not only 
many years but tens of years would pass ere any oppor- 
tunity for reduction would re-occur. 

In his speech on the Budget this year — one of the 
greatest and most comprehensive financial statements 
that he ever mS.de — it is striking to find the Prime 
Minister ascribe the merit of his system in no small 
degree to the author of the ‘ Wealth of Nations ’ — “ an 
author,” said Pitt, “now unhappily no more; whose 
extensive knowledge of detail and depth of philoso- 
phical research will, I believe, furnish the best solution 
to every question connected with the history of com- 
merce or with the systems of political economy.” 

The financial policy of Pitt had been crowned with 
so much success in the past, and seemed so full of 
promise for the future, as to leave little room for 
objection to Fox and Fox’s friends. They hoped to 
succeed better on the production of the Ockzakow 
papers. Upon these a direct motion of censure of the 
Government was founded by Mr. Whitbread. The 
debate was continued with great vehemence and sin- 
gular ability for two nights. But it soon appeared 
■ that the same gentlemen who had been willing to vote 
with the Opposition in the preceding year on purpose 
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to avoid a war, were by no means inclined to repeat 
tliat vote where the object was only to displace a 
Minister. Thus in the division Fox found no increase 
to his already diminished and still diminishing forces. 

The debate which thus concluded is chiefly memor- 
able — and will be so to the latest ages — from Fox’s 
own share in it. His speech upon the Eussian arma- 
ment ou the 1st of March, 1792, has been ranked by the 
best judges with that on the Westminster Scrutiny in 
1785 and that on the French armament in 1803, as 
the three highest efforts that his admirable powers of 
oratory ever achieved. 

In that discussion there also took part— and it was 
the first time that he spoke in Parliament — a very 
young man, Mr. Eobert Banks Jenkinson, the eldest 
son of Lord Hawkesbury ; in after years Prime Minister 
and Earl of Liverpool. In closing the debate tliat 
evening, Mr. Pitt took occasion to pay a high and 
just compliment to that speech, “as a specimen of 
clear eloquence, strong sense, justness of reasoning, and 
extensive knowledge.” 

On one question of great importance the oratory of 
both Pitt and Fox even r though combined could not 
prevail. This was tho immediate abolition of the 
Slavo Trade, for which on tho 2nd of April Mr. M UBer- 
forco moved. There \yas no longer any direct opposi- 
tion. That, if not conscience, decency forbade. Both 
Mr. Jenkinson and Mr. Dundas acknowledged tho Slave 
Trade to bo indefensible. Yet each in different ways 
sought to elude the proposal beforo them. Mr. Jen- 
kinson said that ho desired to render tho Slave Trade ^ 
unnecessary by a progressive improvement in tho 
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treatment of tlie slaves, and by their consequently 
more prolific marriages. He had framed some Reso- 
lutions with that view, for which S7 Members voted. 
But far greater favoiu' attended the more moderate 
motion of Mr. Dundas that the word "gradually” 
should be inserted. Both the Prime Minister and the 
chief of his opponents stood up warmly for the original 
words ; and the speech of Pitt on this 'occasion is re- 
garded as one of the very greatest that he ever made. 
Only a few hours afterwards Wilberforcc wrote as fol- 
lows to a friend : " I take up my pen to inform you that 
after a very long debate (we did not separate till near 
seven this morning), my motion for immediate abolition 
was put by, though supported strenuously by Mr. Fox, 
and by Mr. Pitt with more energy and ability than were 
almost ever exerted in the House of Commons. Wind- 
ham, who has no love for Pitt, tells me that Fox and 
Grey, with whom he walked home after the debate, 
agreed with him in thinking Pitt’s speech ono of the 
most extraordinary displays of eloquence they had ever 
heard ; for the last twenty minutes he really seemed to 

be inspired He was dilating upon the future 

prospects of civilizing Africa, a topic which I had sug- 
gested to him in the morning.” 

Here are some extracts, though abridged, of tins justly 
celebrated peroration : — “ There was a time, Sir, when 
the very practice of the Slave Trade prevailed among 
us. Slaves, as we may read in Henry’s ‘History of 
Great Britain,’ were formerly an established article in 
our exports. ‘ Great numbers,’ he says, c were exported 
like cattle from the British coast, and were to be seen 
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exposed for sale m t]ic Roman market ’ But it is tlie 
slavery m Africa which is now called on to furnish the 
alleged proofs that Africa labours under a natural 
incapacity for civilization, that Providence ne\er 
intended her to rise aboi e a state of barbarism , that 
Providence has irrecoverably doomed her to be only 
a nursery for slaves for us free and civilized Europeans 
Allow of this principle as applied to Africa, and I 
should be glad to know why it might not also hato 
been applied to ancient and unci\ llized Britain ? Why 
might not some Roman Senator, reasoning on the prin- 
ciples of some Hon gentlemen, and pointing to British 
barbarians, hat e predicted with equal boldness, ‘ There 
is a people that will never rise to civilization , there is 
a people destined never to be free 1 ? We, Sir, lmvo 
long since emerged from barbarism , we have almost 
forgotten that we were once barbarians There is, 
indeed, one thing wanting to complete the contrast 
and to clear us altogether from the imputation of 
acting even to this hour as barbarians , for we con- 
tinue even to this hour n barbarous traffic in slaves 
“ Sir, I trust we sliall no longer continue tins com- 
merce, to the destruction of ever} improvement on that 
wade continent, and shall not consider ourseltcs as 
conferring too great a boon in restoring its inhabitants 
to the rank of human beings I trust we shall not 
think ourseltes too liberal, if, by abolishing tlio slate- 
trade, we give them the same common chance of civili- 
zation with other parts of the world , and that we dial! 
now allow to Africa the opportunity — the hope — the 
prospect of attaining to the same blowings which we 
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ourselves, through the favourable dispensations of Di- 
vine Providence, have been permitted, at a much more 
early period, to enjoy. If we listen to the voice of rea- 
son and duty, and pursue this night the line of conduct 
which the)* prescribe, some of ns may live to see a re- 
verse of that picture from which we now turn our eyes 
with shame and regret. AYe may live to behold the 
natives of Africa engaged in the calm occupations of 
industiy, in the pursuits of a just and legitimate com- 
merce. AYe may behold the beams of science and phi- 
losophy breaking in upon their land, which, at some 
happy period in still later times, may blaze with full 
lustre ; and joining their influence to that of pure reli- 
gion, may illuminate and invigorate the most distant 
extremities of that immense continent. Then may Ave 
hope that even Africa, though last of all the quarters of 
the globe, shall enjoy at length, in the evening of her 
days, those blessings Avliich have descended so plenti- 
fully upon us in a much earlier period of the Avorld. 
Then also will Europe, participating in her improve- 
ment and prosperity, receive an ample recompense for 
the tardy kindness, if kindness it can be called, of no 
longer hindering that continent from extricating herself 
out of 1 the darkness Avhicli, in other more fortunate re- 
gions, has been so much more speedily dispelled. 

t 

‘ Nos . . . primus equis Oriens afflavit anhelis ; 

Illic sera rubens accenclit lumina A r esper.’ ” 


I have heard it related by some Avko at that time 
Avere Members of Parliament, that the first beams of 
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the rising sun shot through the windows of the House 
in the midst of this final passage, and seemed, as Pitt 
looked upwards, to suggest to him without premedita- 
tion the eloquent simile and the noble Latin lines with 
which he concluded. 

But all this and much more was in vain. Dividing at 
near seven in the morning, the House adopted the "gra- 
dually ” of Mr. Dundas by 193 against 123. The result 
of the whole was, therefore, a long and weary post- 
ponement. For this result besides the strength and 
the exertions of the West India planters there are two 
other main causes to he assigned. First, the warning, 
as was supposed, held out hy the recent bloody scenes 
in St. Domingo ; and next, the strong objections, now 
coming to bo generally known, of the King. 

In this Session the Legislature, to its honour, achieved 
two great improvements in the administration of the 
law. The duty of a Magistrate in Middlesex had become 
very different from the duty of a Magistrate in other 
counties. It had grown so irksome and laborious that 
fow gentlemen of property and character were found 
willing to u^dertnko it without emolument. Thus it 
had fallen into the hands of inferior persons who acted 
in the expectation of fees, and were known hy tlio 
namo of “ trading justices.” To remedy the com- 
plaints which they justly provoked, a Bill was now 
introduced under the sanction of the Government 
enabling the King to establish se^cn public offices for 
the administration of justico in different parts of 
London, the City excepted, and to appoint three 
Magistrates to each of them at stated salaries. Thews 
Magistrates were to employ a limited number of con- 
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stables, who should have power to apprehend reputed 
thieves. The measure in its progress was warmly 
withstood by Fox, who objected first that the influence 
of the Crown would be increased by the appointment 
of Magistrates with salaries, and next that under the 
vague term of reputed thieves the liberty of the subject 
might be invaded. Nevertheless, the measure passed, 
but as a mere experiment, to remain in force only for 
four years, at the end of which term it was with very 
general assent re-enacted. 

The second and far greater improvement achieved 
this year in legislation was from the renewal of Fox’s 
Libel Bill. It was supported by Pitt, and passed the 
Commons with ease. But in the Lords it had. to en- 
counter the hostility of Thurlow. At first his hostility 
was in some measure dissembled. He took refuge in 
the means which in his profession are termed “ dilatory 
pleas.” He was anxious to consult the Judges ; he was 
anxious to deliberate more fully. At length when after 
long delays the Second Beading came, he endeavoured 
to throw out the Bill, combining for that object with - 
Lord Bathurst, his predecessor on the Woolsack, and 
Lord Kenyon, his friend the Chief Justice. On the 
other hand the Second Beading was moved by the ve- 
nerable Camden, still the President of the Council. He 
was now almost fourscore, and bowed beneath the in- 
firmities of age ; but as he spoke, leaning on his staff, 
maintaining to the last those rights of. Juries which he 
had so constantly defended, his flagging spirit seemed- 
to revive and his former eloquence to kindle. 

This debate, which began on the 16th of May, was 
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concluded on the 21st, when the Bill was carried by a 
majority of 57 votes against 32 “Fox and Pitt,” st\s 
Lord Macaulay, “are fairly entitled to divide the high 
honour of having added to our Statute Booh the inesti- 
mable law which places the liberty of the Press under 
the protection of juries ” 

On the day when this debate commenced, Thurlow 
was from other circumstances m the very crisis of his 
Ministerial fate We lnve already seen how froward 
and resentful his conduct to Pitt had grown It does 
not appear that he had or could have an) settled plan 
to join or to form any other Government than Mr Pitt s 
But while indulging to the utmost his jealous spleen, 
lie reckoned on the continued favour and forgiveness of 
the King 

In the present Session it had been part of^Fitts 
financial policy to frame a Bill in respect to futuro 
loans He desired for the sake of the public credit 
to enact that in borrowing hereafter, ono per cent 
besides tho dividends upon tho new Stock should bo 
paid to tbe Commissioners for the Reduction of tho 
National Debt, so that every new loan might ho ac- 
companied by its own Sinking Fund The Bill for this 
object passed tho Commons without difficult) In 
tho Lords there was no notice cither in public or in 
private of any objection on tho part of Thurlow 
Suddenl), the Bill being m Committee, on the 15th of 
Ma) the Chancellor started up and ridiculed tho idea 
of binding n future Minister by tho directions of 
tho present Parliament "In Bhort,” said he, “tho 
scheme is nugator) and impmcticablo , tho mnptne^s 


iro*> 

A I V *m » 


urn or rrrr. 


1-JO 

of the project is equal to the vanity of the attempt.” 
Ami finally calling fora division in a thin House, the 
Clause in question was carried by a majority of only 
six. 

Being immediately apprised of those proceedings in 
the House of Lords, the King wrote the same evening 
to Hr. Pitt, strongly condemning the conduct of the 
Chancellor, yet still hoping that an entire breach 
would he avoided. But the hounds of endurance had 
been far outstepped. Next morning Hr. Pitt wrote to 
the King in most decided terms, and at the same time 
announced to Lord Tlmrlow in the following letter the 
course which lie had felt it his duty to pursue. 

“ Downing Street, Wednc-scla}-, 
“Hy Loud, Hay 1G, 1702. 

“I think it right to take the earliest opportunity 
of acquainting your Lordship that being convinced of 
the impossibility of His Majesty’s service being any 
longer earned on to advantage while your Lordship 
and myself both remain in our present situations, J 
have felt it my duty to submit that opinion to His 
Hajesty, humbly requesting 3Iis Majesty’s determina- 
tion thereupon. 

“ I have the honour, &c., 

“W. Pitt.” 

The King’s decision was promptly taken. On tho 
same day he addressed to Sir. Secretary Bund as the’ 
following letter, which I have found among the papers 
of Hi’. Dundas of Arniston. 
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“ Qneen’s House, Hay 16, 1792, 
40 m past G, r m 

“ From the sorrow I feel at taking up my pen 
to direct Sir Dundas to wait on the Lord Chancellor, I 
can easily conceive how unpleasant the convejing 
the following message must be 
“Mr Dundas is to acquaint the Lord Chancellor 
that Mr Pitt has this day stated the impossibilitv 
of his sitting any longer in Council with the Lord 
Chancellor it remains therefore for my decision which 
of the two shall retire from my service The Chan 
cellar's own penetration niust convince him that how 
ever strong my personal regard, na) affection, is for 
him, that I must feel the removal of Mr Pitt impossible 
with the good of my service I wish therefore that the 
Great Seal may ho delivered to me at the timo most 
agreeable to the Lord Chancellor, and least incon- 
\ ement to either the business of the House of Loid» 
or Court of Chancer) Perhaps the Long Vacation 
might he the timo most proper , but of this the Lord 
Chancellor must bo the best judge «« GcorcF P ” 

In this manner fell the arrogant Tliurlow, a uctira of 
his own arrogance, without support from any one 
of his colleagues, without sympathy from an) section of 
the people We aro told that Ins complaints wero 
loud, though surel) most unreasonable, of tlio in- 
gratitude and faithlessness of Princes Ho was allowed 
to remain in office a few weeks longer to give judgment 
in some causes winch ho had alrcad) heard Hut 
immediately after tho Prorogation ho was directed 
to repair to St James’s Palace and give back to tho 
King the Great Seal, which was forthwith placed in 
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the hands of three Commissioners. Thnrlow received, 
however, n parting favour from his Sovereign — a new 
patent of peerage, with remainder to ins nephews. 
Of his own he had only illegitimate children. 

Among those who in .England had inclined to 
schemes of Parliamentary Reform. the great, majority 
was alienated and alarmed by the progress of events in 
France. On the minority those events produced an 
opposite effect, and thus, as most often occurs in 
such cases, the Reformers increased in vehemence 
precisely ns they diminished in numbers. During 
this winter there was formed in London an association 
of about one hundred persons, comprising twenty- 
eight. Members of Parliament, and calling themselves 
the “Friends of the People.” Fox himself did not 
beloim to this new body, but his most intimate friends 

O • ' 

were among its founders. There were Grew Sheridan, 
and James Lord Maitland, who, horn in 1750, had 
succeeded his father in 17S9 as Enrl of Lauderdale, 
and was now the principal spokesman of Fox in tho 
House of 'Lords. “ For my part,” writes the King, 
“I cannot see any substantial difference in their being 
joined in debate by Mr. Fox and his not being a 
member of that Society.” They issued an Address 
declaring their • aim to be a more equal system of 
representation, and passed a Resolution calling on Mr. 
Grey to introduce the question in the ensuing year. 
Mr.- Grey accordingly gave notice in the House of 
Commons that in the course of the next Session he 
would bring forward a motion in favour of Parlia- 
mentary Reform. Even the mere notice gave rise to a 
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keen debate Tie subject, it was thought, would 
prove embarrassing to Sir Pitt, but he delivered 
bis sentiments upon it candidly and clearly “ I retain 
my opinion,” he said, “of the propriety of a Reform 
in Parbament, if it could be obtained without mischief 
or danger But I fconfess I am not sanguine enough to 
hope that a Reform at this time can safely he at- 
tempted At this time, and on this subject, 

every rational man has two things to consider These 
are the probability of success, and the risk to be run by 
the attempt Looking at it in both views, I sec 
nothing but discouragement I see no chance of 
succeeding in the attempt in the first place, and I 
see great danger of anarchy and confusion m the second ” 
This debate took place on the Inst day of April, at the 
threshold of serious public dangers, and when upon tho 
Continent at least a war had already begun Eager 
as were the Emigrants and the Sovereigns in commyni 
cation with them to march against Revolutionary 
Trance, there was an equal eagerness for conflict on tho 
part of the Jacobin chiefs. They hail complained to the 
Court of Vienna of tho presence of tho Emigrants near 
their frontier, and wero incensed at not receiving the full 
satisfaction they demanded But aboie all the Jacobin 
leaders saw that a conflict would give them tho host 
chance to prevail in their ultimate ends — to overthrow 
tho established ^lonarehy and religion of Trance — and 
to set up a levelling republic Others, such ns General 
Dumounez might be less keen for internal changes, but 
looked forward, ns they justlv might, to personal 
distinction in a foreign war 'War then lieeame a 
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favourite cry with the Clubs at Paris — war nhove all 
against, Leopold ns the brother of 3Inric Antoinette. 

Such being already the temper, for the most part, 
of the ruling men in France, there occurred in the 
month of Ilfarch two events that tended still further 
to elate them. The Emperor Leopold died at Vienna 
in the prime of life and after only a few hours’ illness, 
llis eldest son Francis became King of Hungary and 
Bohemia, and, before his power was yet established 
or his election as Emperor secured, might seem a 
far less formidable enemy. 

Of all the Sovereigns at that period, Gustavus of 
Sweden was by far the most ardent and active in his 
zeal against, the French devolution. He was fullv 
prepared to put himself at the head of an invading 
army when his career was cut short by the resentment 
he had provoked at home. In the midst of a masked 
ball he received a mortal wound. A pistol-shot struck 
him from the hand of Ankarstrom, until recently a 
captain in his army. It may serve to show the feelings 
of the time among the Jacobins at Paris that they 
loudly extolled this assassination as a noble and praise- 
. worthy deed, and that the bust of the assassin was 
placed in the hall of their meeting, side by side with 
Brutus. 

The King of Sweden was succeeded by his only son 
Gustavus the Fourth, who was not yet of age; and 
his brother, the Duke of Sudermania, who undertook 
the Begency, immediately renounced all aggressive 
schemes. Exulting at the secession of Sweden, and 
still more at the blow which had produced it, the 

n 3 



154 


LIFE OF PITT 


Chap \TI 


Trench rulers rushed headlong into hostilities with 
Austria The ill fated Louis was induced himself to 
recommend that course in a speech to the Assembly , 
and, on the 20th of April accordingly, the A c sembly, 
m virtue of those sovereign rights which it had 
usurped, issued a Declaration of War against the King 
of Hungary and Bohemia The King of Prussia uas 
not mentioned, yet he had already announced, through 
his envoy at Paris, his determination to make common 
cause with the Empire if attached 

It was by no means upon fleets and armies that the 
chiefs of the French Revolution mainly at this time 
relied They bmlt far higher hopes on the discontents 
and insurrections which they hoped to stir up in other 
countries os they had already in their own “Our 
maxim is a clear one,” said Merlin do Thionvdlo, a 
short time afterwards “war with Kings and pcnco 
with natrons ” “ To these last,’ cried another patriot, 
“we must offer ono plain choice — La Fratemite 
ou la Mort ” It was tho old Mahometan option — tho 
Koran or the sword. 

Nor did the) b) any means confine tlieir efforts to 
those nations until whoso Kings they ucrc nlrcadj at 
strife As regarded England, a wliolo host of tracts 
and* 5 handbills, paragraplis and pamphlets, was, within 
a few weeks, poured forth hj tho J'ngh^h press Most 
of them seem to linvo been framed in conformit) with 
tho examples set at Pans, nnd circulated by tho ngcnc) 
of tuo political Societies in London 

The first of these Societies was non I) formed, nnd 
boro the name of tho “ London Corresponding Socictv 
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It was computed at a later period to have about 0000 
members, nearly all of the lower ranks. But it was 
absolutely coverned by a secret Committee of only five 

• v. * • 

or six, whose names were not made, known to the 
Society at large. 2 

The second body, much los< numerous and much 
less formidable, was called the “Society for Constitu- 
tional Information.” “This.” said Lord Chief dust ice 
Eyre, “seems to me to be a mere club.” 3 Jt had been 
founded some time since by I Taj or John Cartwright, a 
gentleman of great zeal in the cause of Parliamentary 
Reform. It was not. led by secret rulers nor did it. rely 
on illiterate force, but had among its members many 
persons of education and accomplishments, as John 
Horne Tooke and Capel Lofft, Richard Sharpe and 
Thomas Holcroft, not all of whom, however, continued 
to attend the subsequent meetings. 

But, whatever might be the origin of the publi- 
cations at tliis period, their object was always the 
same. They appeared to have no other view than 
the incitement to tumult and sedition. All Kings were 
represented as tyrants ; all Ministers ns venal and cor- 
rupt ; and all priests as hypocrites ; while every kind of 
rule and subjection was denounced as slavery. Frequent 
attempts were made to distribute writings of thiscJund 
among the British soldiers or the British sailors. 4 And 
as to the other classes, the rich were held forth as the 


2 See tlie account of this Society 

as given in 1794 by Sir John Mit- 
ford, then Solicitor-General, (now- 

ell’s State Trials, vol. xxv. p. 37.) 


3 .Ibid., p. 731. 

4 Seo on this point the Speech 
of Lord Grenville, May 31, 1792. 
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natural enemies of the poor, who "were consequently 
urged to rise and cast off their chains In the same 
spirit and at the same period did Thomas Pome send 
forth the second part of his “ Eights of Man ” 

So outrageous were these publications, and more 
especially tins last, that Mr Pitt felt it his duty to 
advise an authoritative step against them On the 
21st of May there appeared a Eojal Proclamation 
“solemnly warning all our loving subjects” against 
“ divers wicked and seditious writings ” 

The result of these writings, however, was not 
wholly for evil Many men might ho stirred and 
incited to sedition, hut many others Mere shocked and 
terrified, and rallied round tlio Government Man) 
men who, though not disagreeing with Burke, had 
hitherto looked coldly on lus efforts to stem the Revo 
lutionarj torrent, and regarded him mninl) in the light 
of a disturber to their party politics, now for tho first 
time felt — or for the first time manifested — sympath) 
with his opinions So well known, indeed, were their 
just and patriotic alarms, that, before the Proclamation 
was issued, Mr Pitt sent a cop) of it to several 
Members of tho Opposition in both Houses, and re* 
quested their nduco and assistance 5 Ho wished some 
of the^e gentlemen to move and second tho Address 
m repl) , but this, though the) expressed their appro- 
bation, the) declined to do 

This widening schism in tho Opposition ranks was 


* Compare I-ortl Miliars! urj a J Tomljnca U/i. of Pitt to! in r 
Diary of June U, 1792, witli Bishop J 317 
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plainly shown n few days afterwards, when Pepper • 
Arden, then Master of the Polls, moved an Address to 
the King in the House of Commons, thanking him for 
his Royal Proclamation, and assuring him of their 
warm support. Fox and Grey spoke with great vehe- 
mence against the Proclamation; the latter adding 
some bitter personal invectives on the Ministers. Put 
other Members from the same benches — Lord 'Litch- 
field, eldest son of the Duke of Portland, Lord Forth, 
eldest son of the Earl of Guilford, Mr. Windham, 
and Mr. Thomas Grenville — rose to declare their 
approbation of the course which the Government had 
taken. So strong seemed to be this feeling in the 
House, that Grey, though he had moved an amend- 
ment, did not call for a division. 

The Address thus carried was sent to the Lords, and 
their concurrence to it was requested, so that it might 
be presented to the King as the joint Address of the 
two Houses. In the debate which • ensued the Prince 
of Wales, rising for the first time in that assembly, 
expressed, in some graceful sentences, liis abhorrence 
of the recent publications and his approval of the 
Royal Proclamation — a course not a little significant 
when we remember the close connexion of Fox with 
His Royal Highness. To the same effect spoke, also 
the leading Members of the Opposition of that day — 
the Duke of Portland, Lord Spencer, Lord Stormont, 
Lord Rawdon, and Lord Porchester. On the other 
hand, Lord Lauderdale moved nearly the same amend- 
ment as had Mr. Grey, but he did not divide, and in 
the debate was supported only by Lord Lansdowne, 
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■who, since his retirement from ofhce, stood un- 
connected with party, but tv ho of late had shown 
himself inclined to go all lengths with the Trench 
Revolution 

The speech of Lord Lauderdale on this occasion was 
marked by especial acrimony He fell with a kind 
of rage upon the Duke of Richmond, who, haung 
once supported Annual Parliaments and Unrestricted 
Suffrage, and being now disinclined to all Reform, 
might seem, no doubt, a tempting object for attack 
“ There is a camp,’* cried Lauderdale, “ to be formed 
at Bagsliot to overawe the people of the capital and 
to stifle their efforts for Reform I declaro I am glad 
the noble Duke is to command that camp If apostacj 
can justify promotion, he is the most fit person for 
that command, General Arnold alone excepted ” Tho 
Duke started up at once, and denounced these “ imper- 
tinent personalities ’ The consequence was that Lord 
Lauderdale challenged the Dul o ofEichmond, and was 
himself challenged by General Arnold In the former 
case tho quarrel was adjusted bj the interposition of 
friends, but m tho latter case n duel ensued General 
Arnold came attended by Lord Haul o as second, and 
Lord Lauderdalo b) Mr Fox Tho General fired first, 
without effect, and the Earl declined to return tho shot, 
upon which tho seconds interposed and the matter ter- 
minated * 

The concert between Mr Pitt and some members of 


* Ann Register 179“* part Iu j mention wl atever of II n dm! in 
p SO It is stiargo to Iind no j Mr Fparks s I ifi. of Arnold 
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tlie Opposition -was further continued. It "was his wish, 
by their accession to office, to give new strength to his 
Government in the stormy times which he saw approach- 
ing. Burke urged this junction with zeal, though 
declaring that he would accept no office for himself. 
Another warm auxiliary appeared in Lord Lough- 
borough — above all, since the Great Seal had been 
vacant by the dismissal of Lord Thurlow. 

Lord Loughborough had several conferences (as 
related in Lord Malmesbury’s Journal) with Pitt and 
Dundas. Here Pitt explained his views with entire 
fra nk ness. He assured Loughborough that “ it was his 
wish to unite cordially and heartily, not in the way of 
bargain, but to form a strong and united Ministry. His 
only doubts were about Fox, who he was afraid had 
o-one too far.” Even as to Fox, Pitt declared that he 
had no personal objection, if Fox would really take 
part with the Duke of Portland. Fox, however, showed 
himself averse to any junction ; the Duke of Portland 
owned a junction to be the right course, but could not 
make up his mind to it ; the statesmen went out of 
town, and thus for the time the matter ended. “ You 
see how it is,” said Burke ; “ Mr. Fox’s coach stops the 
way.” 

The Session was closed by the King on the 15th of 
June. His Majesty said that he had seen with great 
concern the commencement of hostilities in different 
parts of Europe, but should inake it his principal care 
to secure to his people the uninterrupted blessings of 
peace. 

In August of this year died the Earl of Guilford— 
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not the greatest or fho firmest, certainly the most 
amiable of Ministers He left vacant the Lord War- 
denslup of the Cmque Ports, a placo for life, and with 
a salary at that time of 3000? a jear The King, on 
tho very daj that ho received tlio news, wrote to Mr 
Pitt, declaring that he would receive no recommendation 
from him for tho vacant office, being determined to 
bestow it on Mr Pitt bimself Knowing that Air Pitt 
had gone to Burton Pynsent, tho King sent his letter to 
Air Dundas for transmission, and added the following 
lines — 

“ Windsor, Ang G, 1792 

u Tlio enclosed is my letter to Mr Pitt, acquainting 
him with my having fixed on lum for the office of 
Warden of tlio Cmque Ports Afr Dundas is to forward 
it to the West, and accompany it with a few lines ex- 
pressing that X will not admit of this favour being 
declined I desire Lord Chatham may also wnte, and 
that Air Dundas will take the first opportunity of 
acquainting Lord Grenville with the step I have taken 

“G K” 

In this case, perhaps unprecedented m our annals, 
we find as great a pressure upon a Aliwster to accept, 
as there ever was upon a Sovereign to bestow an office 
Air Pitt gratefully accepted the offer so kindly made , 
and on his return from Somersetshire, he hastened to 
express his thanks to His Majesty at Windsor rrom 
thence, where he appears to have been General Har- 
court’s guest, he wrote to Lady Chatham 

“St Leonards Hill, Aug 13, 1792 

“I arrived here yesterday after a very pleasant 
journey, but from the heat of the w eather too late to 
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pay my duty at Windsor before dinner, as I liad 
intended. I had an opportunity, however, of doing so 
on the terrace in the evening, and of receiving a per- 
sonal confirmation of every gracious sentiment which 
had been so fully expressed already. I am here on a 
spot which appears beautiful even after Burton, but 
which could not make Burton appear less so in recol- 
lection, even independent of every thing else which it 
has to endear it, and which can be found no where 
else.” 

The disposal of the vacant office was in an especial 
manner gratifying to the King. His Majesty had for a 
long time past been anxious to secure a provision for 
his Minister in the event of his own decease. When in 
May, 1790, Mr. Pitt asked by letter for the reversion of 
a rich sinecure, a Tellership of the Exchequer, in 
favour of one of Lord Auckland’s sons, the King granted 
the request, but observed in his reply that he should 
have been better pleased if the appointment could 
have been of use to the Prime Minister himself. 

The appointment of Mr. Pitt to the Cinque Ports also 
gave great pleasure to Mr. Pitt’s followers and friends. 
But there was one exception, which Bishop Tomline 
thus relates : “ A noble Duke who then held a high 
situation in His Majesty’s Household applied to Mr. Pitt 
for this office, and took every opportunity of expressing 
his resentment that Mr. Pitt would not decline it in his 
favour. Three years afterwards he refused to give his 
vote for a Professorship at Cambridge, which vote he 
had in right of his official situation, according to Mr. 
Pitt’s wishes, assigning his disappointment with respect 
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to tlio Crnqno Ports as his reason* Yet the Noble Duke 
was suffered to retain Ins situation in the Household till 
Ins death in 1799 ” Bishop Tomline has withheld the 
name But 1 see no just grounds for that suppression , 
and it becomes a mere form where, with a man of high 
rank — and with Collins's Peerage on the table— such dates 
and details are given It was the Duke of "Dorset, once 
ambassador at Paris, and afterwards Lord Steward 
During these summer months the fate of Prance — a 
Monarchy or a Republic — was decided The King had 
presumed to use the prerogative left him by the Con- 
stitution for the dismissal of his Ministers. He had 
also by the same prerogative refused to sanction two 
Decrees which had been passed by the Assembly the 
one for the formation of a camp round Paris, the other 
for the transportation of the non-jurmg priests Thus 
provoked, the mob of Pans rose m fierce tumult on the 
20th of June Bands of the lowest orders incited by 
the Jacobin Club assailed the Tuileries, and thronged 
file by file into the presence of their Sovereign, who 
had ordered Ins Swiss Guards to forbear from all 
resistance During several hours was Louis exposed to 
every form of insult , compelled to drink a health from 
a bottle winch was tendered him, and to put on a red 
woollen cap which had become the emblem of the 
Jacobins At length towards the evening Potion, 
Mayor of Pans, came to his tardy rescue, and addressing 
to the rabble a few words not of rebuke, but commen- 
dation, hade them disperse and go home 

General La Fayette was at this time commander of 
the army on the northern frontier The insults to the 




LIFE OF PITT. 


Chap XVI 


10i 

Still far more gncA ous -were the errors of the Mani- 
festo wlncli tho Duke of Bruns wi eh, against his own 
better judgment, was induced to issuo on the 25th of 
Jul) Tar from any generous amnesty on the part of 
tho French Princes, far from any respectful appeal to 
the lo) alt) of tho Trench people, there was throughout 
a tone of arrogant superiority and vindictive violence 
It drew most unjustly a distinction between the soldiers 
of tho lino and the National Guards , for these last, if 
taken with arms in their hands, were forthwith to he 
punished as rebels, whilst all the rigours of war, with 
tho burning of their houses, were denounced against 
tho inhabitants of towns or villages who should 
dare to defend themselves against tho troops of the 
Allies If tho King and Queen were exposed to the 
smallest violence — if they were not at once placed in 
safety and restored to freedom — the city of Pans was 
to be given up to military execution and exposed to 
total destruction Such threats from any foreign 
General, far indeed from at all intimidating, could not 
fail to stir up the utmost resentment and resistance in 
so martial a nation as the French 

At Pans there was no cessation in the endeavours of 
the Jacobins to inflame the public mind more and more 
against the Bojal Family Mob law was almost 
supreme, another effort made it wholly so A new 
insurrection winch had been for some time past con 
certed broke forth on the 10th of August The palace 
of the Tmlenes was assailed bj a funous multitude, 
the faithful Swiss were either slam m tho defence or 
subsequently butchered in cold blood, as were also the ^ 
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[Royal servants and retainers. To such a dismal fato 
liad fallen the proud inheritance of Louis the Four- 
teenth ! The King — in truth a King no longer — 
became a fugitive from his palace ; and. accompanied 
bv his Consort, hv his two children, and bv his sister 

- y * ■ 

the Princess Elizabeth, he took refuse in the hall of 

■ V 

the Assembly. There he found, however, only another 
class of foemen. Decrees were, passed to suspend him 
from his Koval functions, and to summon a new legis- 
lative body under the name of a Convention, and as 
the next step to a [Republic. Meanwhile the 'Royal 
Family were sent as close prisoners to the ancient 
stronghold of the Templar Knights at Paris. 

These events were followed at the commencement of 
September by atrocities which even amidst the many 
evil deeds of the first French Revolution have attained 
a pre-eminence of shame. It was the massacre in 
the prisons of Paris. During four whole days did 
bands of miscreants proceeding in regular array from 
dungeon to dungeon draw forth the captives one by one 
and put them to death with hideous gibes. Six thousand 
persons at the lowest computation are stated to have 
perished ; 7 and the assassins, as though proud to display 
some proofs of merit, eagerly besmeared themselves with 
the blood of their victims. Above all did they gloat over 
the death-pangs of any Catholic priests they found, nor 
were they disarmed even at the saint-like charity of 
some of these praying in their last moments for tlioir. 


' See on these numbers M. 
Thiers, Hist. Bcv., vol. ii. p. 55. 


Some have reckoned them at 
twelve thousand in Paris alone. 
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murderers Tlio claims of sex, of youth, of beauty, were 
allowed — but the) were claims only for superior refine 
raents of cruelty Thus in the case of the Prracesse de 
Lamballe, )oung and beautiful, of exemplary life and 
of devoted friendship to the unhappy Queen, her head 
and heart were fixed upon a pike, and homo in savage 
triumph round tho windows of tlio Temple, so as to 
meet at ever) turn the eyes of tlio Royal captives 

But where, it may be asl ed, was La Favette? Where 
was no who had so loudly professed his respect for the 
Constitution — Ins zeal for law and order ? These prm 
ciples wero still ali\ e in lus mind, but so dashed with 
doubts and misgivings as to deprive them of all prac 
tical effect 

Three Commissioners had been sent from Pans to 
the array, ostensibly to remonstrate with the General, 
but with a secret mission, as was thought, to supersede 
him La Fayette anticipated their purpose by arrest 
ing them But this was a solitary and unavailing act 
of vigour Already by his vacillations had he lost lus 
influence alike with soldier and civilian, with Republi 
can and Ro) alist In perhaps too hast) despair he 
resigned the contest, and on the night of the lfifh of 
August fled bej ond the frontier with only a handful of 
partisans He desired to pass to Holland and embark 
for the United States, but within a few hours the small 
party was seized and made prisoners hy an outpost of 
the Prussian army 

The treatment of La Payette and of his principal 
companions by the two Allied Sovereigns was certainly 
m the highest degree both ungenerous and unwise 
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Instead of ‘welcomin'! their tardy but honest zeal for the 
liberation of Louis the Sixteenth, they wen' detained 
as prisoners of State. They were transferred from one 
dungeon to another, and closely eontined. first at Wesel. 
and lastly at Olmiifz. What temptation had now other 
men in France who had joined in the first enthusiasm of 
the 3! evolution to take part against its last excesses? 
What better treatment could they expect from the Allies 
than La Favette had found ? 

There was another aggravation to the angry feelings 
aroused in France, first, by the manifesto of the Prus- 
sian, and next by the imprisonment of the French, 
General. That aggravation came from the cast of 
Europe. Might not the dismemberment of Franco by 
the Allied Sovereigns he justly apprehended, when at 
the very same period the dismemberment of Poland was 
actually effected? 

There had been in the preceding year a reform of 
the Constitution of Poland, framed on sound principles, 
and with warm assent from the people. But a small 
and selfish baud, murmuring against it, had appealed 
to Russia for aid; and Catherine had eagerly seized 
the pretext of dictation to her weaker neighbours. In 
the spring and summer of 1792 she sent to Poland first 
a haughty Declaration, and next a powerful army. On 
the other hand the Poles from King Stanislas down- 
wards displayed a noble spirit for their national rights. 
A large body of troops was mustered which in two 
pitched actions encountered the Russians with great 
bravery and some success. The General-in-Chief was 
Prince Joseph Poniatowski, hut far the highest renown 
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was gained by Kosciusko, tho second in command, who 
bad already distinguished himself m the American 
contest under tho orders of "Washington Unhappily 
at this juncture the King of Prussia was induced by the 
lure of Thom and Dantzic to make common cause 
with Catherine Thus the Poles became greatly over 
matched m numbers , and King Stanislas, losing heart, 
had recourse to negotiations instead of arms The 
ignominious result was the second partition of Poland 
The King of Prussia acquired Thom and Dantzic, and 
tho Empress one half of Lithuania It is dear how 
much this iniquitous confederacy was aided and secured 
from foreign interruption b> the clamour raised a few 
months before against tho Russian armament m 
England 

Besides the several causes of suspicion and resent 
ment which I have now enumerated, the tardme s s of 
the Duke of Brunswick was another fatal obstacle to 
the cause of the Allies His Manifesto was dated the 
25th of July , and its only chances of success lay m 
prompt and energetic action Yet at this most critical 
period four weeks more elapsed ere the Duke entered 
the Trench territory at the head of fifty thousand 
Prussian troops, and in concert with an Austrian corps 
under General Clerfait King Frederick William in 
person accompanied, though he did not command, tho 
army On the 23rd of August Longwy opened its gates 
to the Prussians after a slight resistance, and on the 
2nd of September Verdun. Had they been pressing 
forward only a few days sooner, when the Trench camp 
was all confusion and uncertainty from the flight of 
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La Fayette, it is difficult, to see what power could have 
prevented their advance to Paris. Bid General Dumou- 
riez, who meanwhile had succeeded to the chief com- 
mand against, them, was now straining every nerve to 
revive the spirits of the soldiers and to defend the 
passes of the forest of Argon nc. 

Dumouriez had also summoned to his aid General 
Fellermnnn, with two and twenty thousand men — “the 
army of the Rhine.” On the 20th of September Kel- 
lermaim encountered a exeat division of the Allies at, 
Yalmy: and after a brisk cannonade of several hours 
remained master of the field. It seemed a slight action, 
yet it decided this campaign. The doubts of the Duke 
of Brunswick now returned with double force ; cabals 
of various kinds were busy in his camp, and many 
thousands of his soldiers who had eagerly devoured the 
unripe grapes were struck down by a raging dysentery. 
Under these circumstances the Duke, to the general sur- 
prise of Europe, not only determined to retire, but opened 
a negotiation with the enemy that he might retire unmo- 
lested. Before the end of the month this retreat began, 
and in a few days more the Prussian army, relinquish- 
■ ing Verdun and Longwy, was again beyond the frontiers 
of France. 

It may readily be supposed how much the friends of 
the French Revolution exulted at this most strange 
event. Mr. Fox in his familiar letters of that period 
declares that not even the reverses of his own country- 
men in America had pleased him so well. “ No ! ” he 
exclaims, “ no public event, not excepting Saratoga and 
Yorktown, ever happened that gave me so much delight. 

VOL. II. i 



170 


LIFE OF PITT. 


Ciup. xvi. 


I would not allow myself to believe it for some days, 
C for fear of disappointment.’' 8 

Tbo other Sovereigns not yet at war with France had 
recalled their Ministers from Paris on the suspension of 
the kingly office and imprisonment of the King. It was 
the natural courso to take when the sole Power to which 
they wero accredited had ceased to exist. Amongst 
others Earl Gower, the English ambassador in France, 
was summoned home by the English Cabinet. But his 
letter of recall, which he was directed to show to the 
Minister for Foreign Affaire, contained a renewed as- 
surance of neutrality in the domestic affaire of France. 
In the same spirit M. de Chnuvelin, the French ambas- 
sador in England, was at his request permitted by the 
English Cabinet to continue to reside in London with- 
out official character. And he received a further assur- 
ance from Lord Grenville that should he be desirous of 
making any communications of a pacific tendency, no 
obstacle of a merely formal nature should be interposed. 
It is clear that Mr. Pitt at this period was still reso- 
lutely bent against any participation in the war. 

Early in September were elected the deputies to the 
newly summoned National Convention. The mode of 
election was nearly universal suffrage, and the choice in 
general fell on the most violent and thorough-going 
men, or on the most timid, which in times of popular 
intimidation amounts to the same thing. Paris sent, 

8 Letter to his nephew Lord } ence a month before, had Epol'en 
Holland, Oct. 12, 1792. On the! with the utmost horror of the 
other hand it itfjmt to notice that j assassins of the prisoners — the Sep' 
Mr. Fox, in the 6amo correspond- 1 tcmbriseuri — at Faria. 
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amongst others, Robespierre and Danton, the two chiefs 
of the extreme Republicans ; Billaud Yarennes, who had 
just before distinguished himself in promoting the mas- 
sacre of the prisoners ; and the Duke of Orleans, who. 
renouncing his titles and family name, called himself 
Philippe Egalite. In other places there were two 
Englishmen chosen. Thomas Paine and Dr. Priestley, but 
only the former came to Prance and took his seat. The 
Convention met for the first time on the 20th of Sep- 
tember, the same clay that the armies fought at Yalmy. 
Next morning, by an unanimous vote and without the 
smallest discussion, they decreed to abolish the insti- 
tution of Royalty in France. 

On the retreat of the Prussians from Champagne, 
Dumouriez repaired to Paris to concert measures for liis 
favourite object, the invasion of the Netherlands. They 
were at this time feebly defended by the Duke of Saxe- 
Teschen at the head of insufficient Austrian forces. 
Dumouriez having obtained the requisite powers and 
crossed the frontiers with his army, gave battle to Saxe- 
Teschen on the Gth of November at Jemmapes. The 
result was a complete victory on the side of the French. 
And now appeared the results of the policy of Joseph 
the Second in demolishing the fortifications. No harrier 
remained against the invading army. Dumouriez en- 
tered Brussels in triumph, and all Belgium to the Meuse 
was subdued. 

In other quarters also the French arms were crowned 
with unexpected success. Advancing from Alsace, Ge- 
neral de Custine took Worms and Mayence, and even 
pushed forward to Frankfort. Towards the Alps the 

i 2 
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King of Sardinia having, with moro zeal* than pra- 
^ tlencc, joined the Coalition since the 10th of August, 
a body of French troops entered Savoy and speedily re- 
duced the province in concert with a Savoyard insurrec- 
tion. Another body set in movement from the Yar took 
Nice and Yillafranca with equal case. 

These successes, so little looked for at a period of so 
much internal strife, raised to the highest pitch the 
arrogance of the Convention. As defying public opinion 
in all other countries, they resolved to bring to a public 
trial their deposed and imprisoned King. Theyjissued 
on. the 19th of November the famous Decree by which, 
in the name of the French people, they offered fraternity 
and assistance to every nation that desired to recover 
their freedom, or in other words, to cast off the sway of 
Royalty ; and they ordered this Decree to be translated 
and printed in all languages. By another Decree on 
the 21st, they proclaimed an accession of territory to 
themselves. Franco had been recently divided into 
eighty-three departments, in the place of its ancient 
provinces, and Savoy was now declared the eighty- 
fourth, under the name of the D^partement du Mont 
Blanc. It was plain that, like the first followers of Ma- 
homet, they sought to make conquests partly by con- 
version and partly by the sword. 

But further still they showed an utter disregard of 
the rights of neutral nations. On their conquest of Bel- 
gium they sent a peremptory order that their General 
should obtain freedom of navigation to the sea and even 
for armed yessels on both the rivers Scheldt and Meuse. 
Against this order stood the privileges secured to Holland 
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by treaty, and also our own obligations to aid Holland 
whenever assailed. 

It was in reference to the rights especially of Holland, 
and only a few days before the famous Decree of the 
19th of November, which entirely altered the aspect of 
affairs, that we find Mr. Pitt write as follows to one of 
the most respected of his colleagues, the Marquis of 
Stafford. 


“ Downing Street, Nov. 13, 1792. 

“ My dear Lord, 

“ The strange and unfortunate events which have 
followed one another so rapidly on the Continent are in 
many views matter of serious and anxious consideration. 

“ That which presses the most relates to the situation 
of Holland, as your Lordship will find from the enclosed 
despatch from Lord Auckland, and as must indeed be 
the case, in consequence of the events in Flanders- 
However unfortunate it would be to find this country in 
any shape committed, it seems absolutely impossible to 
hesitate as to supporting our ally in case of necessity, 
and the explicit declaration of our sentiments is the 
most likely way to prevent the case occurring. We 
have, therefore, thought it best to send without delay 
instructions to Lord Auckland to present a memorial to 
the States, of which I enclose a copy. I likewise enclose 
a copy of instructions to Sir Morton Eden at Berlin, 
and those to Vienna are nearly to the same effect. These 
are necessarily in very general terms, as, in the igno- 
rance of the designs of Austria and Prussia, and in the 
uncertainty as to what events each day may produce, it 
seems impossible to decide definitively at present on the 
line which we ought to pursue, except as far as relates 
to Holland. 
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"Perhaps some openiDg may anso which may enable 
iis to contribute to the termination of the war between 
different powers m Europe, leaving Trance (which I 
believe is tho best way) to arrange its own internal 
affairs ns it can '1 he whole situation, however, becomes 
so delicate and critical, that I have thought it right to 
request the presence of all the members of the Cabinet 
who can, without too much inconvenience, gi\ e their at 
tendance It will certainly bo a great satisfaction if 
your Lordship should be of that number At all events 
I wish to apprise you as well as I can of what is passing, 
and shall be happy to receive your sentiments upon it 
either personally or by letter 

“ I am, with the greatest regard, &c , 

“W Pirr” 

It was not merely as allies that we felt at this period 
the aggressive spirit of Trance M de Chauvelm, and 
still more his far abler Secretary, M de Talleyrand, 
were accused of caballing with the malcontent party in 
England. But it is most probable that in many cases 
secret emissaries of the Jacobins acted in their name 
Addresses of congratulation on recent events in France, 
and especially on the “ glonous victory of the 10th of 
August,’ were voted and sent over to the National Con* 
v ention by several of the Societies formed m London 
within the last three years The tide of seditious pub- 
lications, which had been checked in the previous spring, 
now flowed anew Amongst the rest ve may observe 
a new edition of that eloquent incentive to tyrannicide, 
the tract entitled “ Killing no Murder,” which had been 
written by Colonel Titus, and is said to have disturbed 
the last days of Oliver Cromwell. It had also been rt- 



1792. 


•LIFE -OF PITT. 


175 


printed by some desperate adherents of the Stuarts in 
1743, and it is striking to find that on this one and 
only point the extremes of two parties diametrically 
opposed in their tenets — the Jacobites and the Jaco- 
bins — agreed. 

Still more alarming were the disturbances that now 
broke forth in several parts of England. Such was the 
case, for example, at Yarmouth and at Shields. In 
Sheffield there was appointed a day of rejoicing to 
celebrate the success of the French arms. An ox was 
in the first place roasted whole and eaten, after which 
the numbers assembled walked in procession with the 
French tri-colors flying, and with a picture at the end of 
a pole which represented Dundas and Burke stabbing 
Liberty. An officer quartered at Sheffield wrote as 
follows to his brother next day : — “ They are as resolute 
and determined a set of villains as I ever saw, and 
will gain their object if it is to be gained. They have 
debating societies and regular correspondence with the 
other towns ; they have subscribed to purch ase fire-arms, 
and are endeavouring to corrupt the soldiers.” 9 

From Scotland there came no better tidings. There 
had been riots at Dundee, Perth, and Aberdeen ; and in 
all three places it had been requisite to send for 
military aid. At Dundee the first occasion or pretext 
of the tumult had been the high price of meal, but it ' 
was not long ere cries of “ Liberty and ’Equality ! ” 
arose from every quarter of the mob. Some even 
called out “Ho Excise! Ho King!” and they con- 


9 See the Life of Pitt, by Tomline, vol. iii. p. 45S. 
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eluded wifh planting a tree of Liberty, according to 
the pattern of France 1 

Dundas had himself gone to Scotland at this time 
and on Ins way bach received at Northallerton the 
following letter from Pitt The original is among the 
Armston Papers 

‘ Downing Street Tuesday, 
"Dear Dundas, Dec 4 , 1792 

*' I have received your letter of last Saturday 
mornmg, and all those preceding it, and am very 
glad to think that on the whole you will have left 
everything in Scotland in a better tram than could 
ha> e been expected The impression here from calling 
out the Militia is as favourable as we could wish, and 
people who a few days ago were inclined to despond 
begin to tell us that we shall only be attacked for 
liaung made so great an exertion when there was so 
little real danger 1 believe myself that the chief 
danger at home is over for the present, but I am sure 
there is still mischief enough afloat not to relax any 
of our preparations, and things abroad still wear such 
an aspect that nothing hut our being ready for war can 
preserve peace On all this, houe\ er, we shall soon 
converse at large The reason of my sending this letter 
is to ask whether you lin\e or can procure a complete 
narrative of all that passed relative to the disturbances 
at Dundee, showing the exact extent of the outrages 
committed, as I think we have not at present in the 
Office as particular a statement of that transaction as. 
one should wish The calling out the Militia w 
so clearly right and necessary that people will not much 
be inclined to cavil as to the application of the terra 


1 Speech of Duadas Dec 13 170° 
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Insurrection, which was the ostensible ground of our 
taking the measure. I have, however, some reason 
to suppose that' some part of Opposition will try to 
criticise the measure in that respect ; and as we have 
hitherto looked more to the substance than to the form, 
I doubt whether we could, from our present materials, 
give as precise an‘ answer as we should wish to cavils 
of this nature. ' The proceedings at Yarmouth and 
at Shields certainly both amounted to insurrections, 
but they were not on political questions, and therefore 
what passed at Dundee furnishes the specific ground 
which seems best to be relied on. After all there 
will be no difficulty in avowing that at any rate we 
thought it necessary to take this measure for the public 
safety. 

“ I send this to meet you “on the road, because yen 
would have no time to write to Scotland, should it be 
necessary, and to receive an answer before Parliament 
meets. « Yours ever, 

“ W. Pitt.” 

All this time the English conspirators were, it would 
seem, supplied with, and instigated by, money from 
abroad. Shortly afterwards it was boasted by one 
■of the Republican leaders in France, Citizen Brissot 
(for the title of Monsieur was discarded as savouring 
of aristocracy), that even before the Declaration of 
War large sums had been at intervals sent over, to Eng- 
land from France. But although large sums may 
indeed have been abstracted from the French treasury, 
it seems highly improbable that the same amount 
ever reached the opposite shores. There was also, on 
the other hand, some reason to suspect that money 

i 3 
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lmd been transmitted from Ireland to French agents 
and for French uses 8 

On the opposite side the loyal majority of Englishmen 
began in London to moke some counter-demonstrations 
The person who appears to have taken the lead in this 
movement was Mr John Reeves, a barrister, and Law- 
Clerk in Lord Hawkesbury’g Office Through his 
means there was summoned by public advertisement 
a meeting at the Crown and Anchor Tavern on the 
29th of November, when it was unanimously agreed 
to form an association u for the defence of liberty and 
property against Republicans and Levellers ” This was 
followed by another meeting of hankers, traders, and 
other inhabitants of London, held at Merchant Taj lore' 
Hall on the 5th of December. There a Declaration 
expressive of warm attachment to the Constitution was 
framed and left open for signatures. It was in fact signed 
by vast numbers of the middle classes, and the example 
was followed in most of the large commercial towns 

Nor was the Law r inactive The Attorney-General 
moved a criminal information against Thomas Paine as 
author of the “ Rights of Man,” and m due course the 
trial came on before Lord Kenyon, when, in spite of a 
long and most able defence from Erskme, the jury 
without hesitation brought m a verdict of Guilty 
Paine had gone to Pans to attend the sittings of the 
French Convention, ami net present himself to 
receive the judgment of the Court, but a sentence of 
outlawry was pronounced against him 


* On tins last point ece the King a letter to Mr Pitt. May 1, 170— 
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The Government at this critical period was certainly 
not wanting in most active measures of precaution and 
defence. Steps were taken to increase our forces both 
by land and sea. Several regiments were concentrated 
near London to provide against any sudden rising. The 
bulwarks of the Tower were repaired. The guard at 
the Bank was reinforced. 

.Nor was this all. By advice of Mr. Pitt a Boyal 
Proclamation was issued on the 1st of December, calling 
out a part of the Militia, and (as the law in that case 
required) summoning Parliament to meet within four- 
teen days. On the 13th accordingly the Session was 
opened by the King in person. His Majesty’s speech 
was unusually long and explicit. He expressed his 
sincere desire for peace, but also his serious concern at 
the disposition which had been shown in France to 
excite disturbances in other countries, and to disregard 
the rights of neutral nations. And he declared that he 
had thought it right to take some steps for the augmen- 
tation of both his naval and military forces. 

During the first days of this early session Pitt was ab- 
sent from the House on account of his new office as Lord 
"Warden and his consequent re-election ; butDundas sup- 
plied his place as leader. It was announced that besides 
the measures for national defence, the Ministers had pre- 
pared an Alien Bill, laying, for the first time, certain 
restrictions and liabilities upon all foreigners in England. 
Two other Bills were brought in with special reference 
to France ; the one restraining the export of arms and 
ammunition, the other prohibiting the export of corn. 
In all these measures the friends and followers of the 
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Buko of Portland, comprising tho greater part of the 
Opposition in both Houses, showed a strong disposition 
to support the policy of the Government. Fox, on the 
other hand, warmly declared against it. On the very 
first evening lie moved an Amendment to the Address, 
and had the mortification to find himself in a minority 
of no more than fifty Members. Nor did any better 
success attend him when, two days afterwards, he 
moved to acknowledge the French Republic, and to 
accredit a Minister at Paris. As Lord Malmesbury in 
his Journal states it : “ Theory against him out of dooTs 
was excessive, and his friends were hurt beyond measure*, 
several left London .” 3 

In the other House Lord Stanhope, though altogether 
unconnected with Pox’s party, espoused with great 
ardour the cause of the French Revolution. He had 
wholly estranged himself from Mr. Pitt, but was still on 
terms of friendly intercourse with Lord Grenville, the 
"Uncle of his wife. To Lord Grenville at this time he 
wrote as follows : 

My DEAR Lord, “ Mansfield Street, Dec. 19, 1792. 

“ I have written to Mr. Stone to send you herewith a 
copy of the Decree of the National Convention, and 
also of the Questions of the Committee for the Colonies, 
They explain themselves. Mr. Stone is an English- 
man, well acquainted with the Ministers and leadmg 
men in France, and whom your Lordship vill do well 
at least to see, as he can convince you of their friendly 
disposition towards this country. Good God I my dear 


* Diary, Dec. 15, 1792. 



1792. 


LIFE OF FITT. 


1S1 


Lord, you liave no conception of the misfortunes you 
may bring upon England by going to war witli France. 
For as to France, I believe all Europe cannot subdue 
them, whatever efforts may bo made. It will only rouse 
them more. 

“ Believe me ever, my dear Lord, &c., drc., 

“ Stanhope.” 


This letter bears an indorsement in Lord Grenville’s 
hand, “ To be circulated ” — that is, among the Cabinet 
Ministers. Thus it must have come before Mr. Pitt. 
But I know not whether any or what answer it received. 

Another letter addressed to Pitt about tliis time 
would have excited no small amazement in any English 
Minister half a century before. An application for 
pecuniary aid from the Pretender’s Queen ! Thus 
writes Lord Camelford : — 

“ My dear Sir, “ Florence, Dec. 14, 1792. 

“I write to acquit myself of a commission I have 
received from the Comtesse Albany, who desires to 
assure you that the kind part you were so good to take 
in her business, both when she left England and since, 
lays her under obligations that she shall never forget. 

“ After what is past, I conclude it is in vain to hope 
the subject can be renewed in any shape hereafter. It 
is impossible for me, however, to be witness to the 
situation of that unfortunate lady without reflecting 
upon the effect her present distress must produce upon 
every feeling mind in Europe. By her flight from 
France, where, had she remained two days longer, her 
certain imprisonment had been the consequence, and 
she would have been includedpn the general massacre, 
she has lost every resource from that country. Driven 
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afterwards from her family at Brussels, from tlie appre- 
hensions of wliat has actually taken place immediatelj 
after, she has taken refuge here ns the only asylum that 
could afford her any promise of safety , and here she 
lives upon, the debris of what she could save out of her 
fortune at a sequin a day I need make no comments — 
jour generous mind will supply them If she had a 
pension of 1000?, she would be happy Pardon me 
my dear Sir, if I cannot resist the impulse that has 
made me state this to jou, having no means of laying it 
before the person whose good heart would, I am sure 
be not insensible to it, if he could be witness to it as I 
am It is a strange world, and the vicissitudes of it are 
striking m a manner never before experienced 
“ Ever most affectionately yours, 

“ Camelford " 

Lord Camelford did not long survive the date of this 
letter. He died in the January following and the 
letter was forwarded by Lord Hervey after his death 
It does not appear that any present aid was afforded to 
the widow of Charles Edward But when in 1800 
Cardinal York, in consequence of the French invasion, 
had found it requisite to leave Borne, and to forego his 
ecclesiastical revenues, the King, on the recommenda 
tion of Mr Pitt, granted a yearly pension of 4000? to 
the last of the Stuarts The Cardinal died m 1807 
Then Lord Hawkesbury wrote to ann&unce that a part 
of this pension, namely 1600? a-year, would be con 
tinued by His Majesty to the Countess of Albany 1 

4 See M de Beunaont s very in this boot, that eo lately as IS°3 
tereshng B ograpliy in German the Pnchesa of Devonslure used to 
of the Countess of Albany vol i address her as Cara Begwa or Cara 
p 3 S 0 »ed 1BG0 It appears from Sovram. 
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In December, 1792, tlie negotiations with the Duke 
of Portland and Lord Loughborough were resumed. 
The Duke was swayed throughout by most honourable 
motives, but from his vacillations played a veiy unsatis- 
factory part. He was tossed like a tennis ball from 
side to side ; almost quite determined to join the 
Ministry whenever he met Lord Malmesbury; almost 
quite determined not whenever he met Mr. Pox. Lord 
Malmesbury, in his Journal, has described one scene to 
the life ; how on the day after Christmas the Duke had 
promised to make a speech of adhesion ; how he went 
down accordingly with his diplomatic friend to the 
House of Lords, and how, at the last moment, he 
faltered and sat still. 

Lord Loughborough, though not quite so disinterested, 
was much more steady in his view; that view being 
merely, ns I presume to think, a great office for himself. 
Finding that a more general concert could not at this 
time be compassed, he agreed to become Lord Chancellor 
at once, leaving the accession of others to the effects 
of time. The Great Seal was accordingly placed in his 
hands before the ensuing month of January had closed- 
The maintenance of peace was not yet to be despaired 
of. M. Cliauvelin had remained in London, and desired 
to present his credentials as Minister of the French 
Bcpublic ; and there also at this juncture came from 
Paris, though without official character, M. Maret, better 
known in subsequent years as the Duke de Bassano. 
But the French Government, flushed with its late 
victories, was ill-inclined to relinquish its ambitious 
views on Holland, which we were bound by treaty to 
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protect. And meanwhile there took place at Paris a 
transaction which, beyond any other cause, rent Prance 
and England asunder. The dethroned King, after 
being harassed daring many days by the forms of a 
mock trial, under the nickname of Louis Capet, was 
declared to bo guilty, was condemned to death by a 
narrow majority of the Convention (that majority in- 
cluding his craven kinsman Philippe Egalit6), and his 
head fell beneath the guillotine on the morning of the 
21st of January. An uncontrollable thrill of horror ran 
through the nations of Europe. Mourning was com- 
monly worn in England in grief for this judicial murder. 
“An event,” said Lord Loughborough a few days 
afterwards in the House of Lords, " which has not only 
changed the garb of the nation, but seemed to impress 
every individual in it with sorrow.*' 5 

In London, on the 24th of January, immediately after 
the first tidings, 'there was issued an order of the King 
in Council commanding M. Chauvelin to depart within 
eight days from His Majesty’s dominions. As it chanced, 
a positive recall had likewise on the preceding day been 
despatched to him by his chiefs at Paris. Both parties, 
indeed, were now equally convinced that a conflict had 
become not only inevitable, but close impending. On 
the 1st of February tbe French Government took the 
final step by a Declaration of War against England and 
Holland. A similar Declaration against Spain followed 
on tbe 7th of March ; and thus, the last hopes of peace 
departing, did the trumpets once more sound to battle. 


* Speech of Feb. 1, 1733. 
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CHAPTER XVII. 


1793. 

Retrospect of tlie first port of Pitt’s Administration— Controversies 
on the second part — Pitt's Speech on the Address — llis French 
policy supported hy Parliament — Commencement of campaign — 
Defeat and defection of Dumouricz — Robespierre — Reign of 
Terror — Rising in LaYcndee — Surrender of Conde, Valenciennes, 
and Mnyence — Siege of Toulon — Dispersion and slaughter of 
the Yendean army — Conquests out of Europe — Political Trials. 


"With tlie Declarations of "War by France in February? 
1793, or with the preparations for that war a few 
weeks before, the first and the peaceful part of Pitt’s 
administration ends. It was a period of nine years — the 
most prosperous and happy, perhaps, that England ever 
yet had known. I have related how the consummate 
financial skill of the young Prime Minister converted 
deficiency to surplus, and augmented the revenue while 
lessening the taxes. I have related how a firm and 
most resolute tone to foreign powers — as to France in 
the case of Holland, and to Russia in the case of 
Ockzakow — was found not inconsistent with the rapid 
expansion of commerce and the almost unexampled 
growth of credit at home. And let me add, that the 
benefit of these measures was hy no means limited to 
the period thus described, since it was mainly the sap 
and strength imparted hy them which enabled the 
nation to sustain and finally triumph over the perils of 
the conflict that ensued. 



m 


zif£ of fitt. 


Cmr.^Vir. 


The second part of Pitt’s administration, commencing 
in 1793, was of nearly the same length as the former. 
“ Prom this time,” says Bishop Tomline, “ to the end 
of his life, we shall have to follow him in the wise 
and vigorous conduct of a war attended with circum- 
stances and difficulties unexampled in the history of 
the world.” Bishop Tomline did not live to fulfil his 
design, and the sentence from which I liqve quoted 
is the last that ho ever published. But, as I conceive, he 
has rightly described the nature of the task before him. 

At the time the first part of Pitt’s administration 
was, as I have shown, inveighed against by Fox and 
Fox's friends on many grounds of censure and with the 
utmost force of invective. At present, on the contrary, 
Fox’ 8 followers in politics seem rather inclined to 
represent it as free from blame — nay, even as entitled 
to praise. They reserve their fire to assail the position 
of Bishop Tomline as to the “ wise and vigorous con- 
duct of the war.” Thus it is almost exclusively the 
second part of Pitt’s administration on which the more 
recent controversies turn. Two accusations of especial 
weight have been brought against it by Lord Macaulay. 
His short biography ‘of Pitt, to which I have already 
more than once referred, seems to me, when taken as 
a whole, distinguished by candour and judgment as 
much ns by eloquence and genius. But even from 
such a quarter grave imputations are not to he iniph* 
citly received. Lithe task which I have undertaken they 
ought to he frankly discussed. Therefore, though with 
all due deference, with all tho respect that I owe to 
the memory both of a great historian and of a departed 
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friend, I droll here insert some observations urilb-n 
in his life-time, and designed to meet his own eye in 
reference to both his heads of charge. 

In the first, place, then, Pitt is urem -d of shotting 
an undue severity. ITo is charged (let me give sla- 
very words) “with harsh laws harshly evu-ut«-d, vith 
Alien Bills and Gagging Bills, with cruel punishments 
inflicted on some political agitators, with unjust i liable 
prosecutions instituted against others.” Tin s.- wts ot 
the Legislative or of the Executive Powers may perhaps 
require to he separately judged. They will h*- h-cu and 
they may he estimated one by one in my sith-i-qm-nt 
pages. I by no means stand up for them all as eavrii n 
into practical effect throughout the connin'. 1 do not 

conceive the fame of Mr. Pitt involved in everv act 

• 

of every Magistrate or every Judge. I <lo not even 
think it bound up with all the judicial decisions of 
Lord Chancellor Loughborough. In several eases, 
then, which the adversaries of this Government have 
held forth and selected out of nmnv, 1 do not deny, 
and on the contrary intend to show, that the zeal 
of some men and the fears of others transported 
them beyond the bounds of right. But that is not 
the point which Lord Macaulay puts. He passes sen- 
tence on them together and as a whole. Taken 
together, then, it may he asked— when, even at the 
outset of the struggle, such scenes occurred ns I 
have commemorated, for example at Dundee— a tree 
of Liberty planted and a cry of “No King!” raised— 
when the frenzy of the Jacobins, like some foul infec- 
tion, spread from shore to shore-when thousands upon 
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thousands of well-meaning and till then sober-minded 
.men were ‘Unhappily misled and caught the fever of 
the times — when French gold was as lavishly employed 
to corrupt as were French doctrines to inflame — 
whether the same mild and gentle measures uould 
still suffice as in mild and gentle times? It is the 
well-known saying of a Frenchman at that period 
active on the side of the new system, and zealous to 
excuse its excesses, that Revolutions are not to be made 
with Rose-water. This plea will not hold good for deeds 
of massacre and robbery, but in a more limited and 
lawful senBe it must be acknowledged to have truth 
on its side. But if this be truth, surely it is full as 
true that Revolutions are not to bo put down with 
Rose-water. There are times when new and unparalleled 
dangers are only to be met by rigorous and extraordi- 
nary stretches of power. There are times when the 
State could be sfeved by no other means. 

I may add that the view of the subject which I have 
just expressed was in thorough accordance with the 
temper of the times. This, I think, can scarcely in any 
quarter be denied. The great majority of the people of 
England in 1793 and 1794 felt everything that they 
most prized imperilled by the French Revolutionarj 
school, and far from deprecating, they demanded a 
course of most rigorous repression. 

But there is another charge no less heavy which tho 
same critic, speaking of the same period, alleges. Fdt 
is accused of showing too little vigour. It is said that, 
“since he did not choose to opposo himself side hy 
side with Fox to the public feeling, he should have 
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taken the advice of Burke and rfimiM have availed 
himself of that feeling to the full extent, lie 
have proclaimed a Holy War for religion. morality, 
property, order, public law. and should have thu* 
opposed to the Jacobin* an energy equal to their 
own.” Let it, however, he rememhend to whnt the 
policy of Burke in its full extent would lead. Look 
to liis “Thoughts on a Begicide Peace/' See how we 
might deduce from them the dntv of making no U 1 iia 
with France unless the Bouillons were r<-toivd — of 
shu nnin g as a pestilence such a pacification a* we 
attempted at Lille and actually achieved at Audens. 
Surely that is not the course which n philosophic 
historian of the nineteenth century, writing with a 
clear view of the succeeding events, is prepared to 
recommend. 

Bor should it he forgotten that he who preache* a 
crusade stirs up not only the good but nUo the evil 
passions of a people. Had Pitt chosen to exchange tin* 
part of statesman for that of Peter the Hermit, lie 
might no doubt have aroused in England a frenzy 
against the Jacobins almost equal to theirs against 
priests and Kings. But could this object have been 
effected without numerous outbreaks of that new frenzy 
— without such conflagrations of clmpels and dwelling- 
houses as the political dissenters had already sustained 
at Birmingham? Would not, in such a case, Iho 
memory of Pitt be deeply tarnished with blood— blood, 
not shed in foreign warfare, but in strife and sedition!) 
at home ? 

There are still some further questions to bo urged* 
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Are the first and tlie second of these charges in truth 
'quite consistent with each other? Would it have been 
possible to "proclaim a Holy War,” which Pitt is ar* 
raigned for not proclaiming, and at the same time to 
avoid "the Alien Bills and Gagging Bills” winch Pitt is 
arraigned for having passed ? 

But there is yet another branch of this second 
charge We are told that "the English army under 
Pitt was the laughing stock of Europe ” We are told 
that, “ great as Pitt’s abilities were, Ins military admin 
istration was that of a dnveller” We are required 
to believe that a statesman acknowledged as pre- 
eminently great m peace, became at once ridicu- 
lously little in war Yet, m truth, History bears no 
Magician’s wand, and displays scarce any of such sud- 
den and surprising changes No doubt that •during 
Pitt’s administration there were many miscarriages 
by land to set against our victories at sea The 
same fate attended all the armies which at that period 


were arrayed against France It was no easy matter to 
prevail over a nation at all times most brave and war- 
like, and then inflamed to a preternatural strength by its 
revolutionary ardour When, therefore, the English 
army is declared to have been at that period the 
laughing stock of Europe, it may be asked what other 
European army had permanently enjoyed better for- 
tune or was justly entitled to smile at ours ? 

It is also to be borne in mind that the military failures * 


here laid solely to the charge of Pitt, continued long 
after Pitt had ceased to be With the greatest of nil, 


the expedition to Walcheren, he was not at all, except 
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in kindred, connected. The truth, is liiai our 
at that period were for the most part anything but men 
of genius. Lord Grenville, writing to Ms "brother in strict 
confidence on the 28th of January. 1«99 . asks: “What 
officer have we to oppose to our domestic and external 
enemies? . . . Some old woman in a red riband." 
The truth is then that these miscarriages in our military 
enterprises, far horn being confined, as Lord ilae&ulayts 
statement would imply, to Pitt’s administration, went on 
with few exceptions in regular and mortifying series, till 
happily for us and for Europe there arose a man as great 
in the field as was Pitt in the Council — till the valour 
which had never failed our troops, even in their worst re- 
verses, was led to victory by the surpassing genius of 
Wellington. If then it can be shown that Pitt as Prime 
Minister strove with unremitting toil by day and night 
for the success of that war in which he had reluctantly, 
hut on a high sense of duty, engaged — if in his plans 
he consulted the most skilful officers in his power 
— if in his diplomacy he laboured to build up new 
coalitions when the first had crumbled away — if for 
that object be poured forth subsidies with a liberal, 
nay, as his enemies alleged, a lavish hand — if he 
sought to strike the enemy whenever or wherever any 
vulnerable point lay bare,, on the northern frontier 
when in concert with the Austrian armies, on the 
southern coast when Toulon had risen, on the w e«t- 
•ern coast “fieri a civil War broke out in La Yeinlde 
it seer.-..-' hard that, having striven so fur na a o/vdbiu 
coula atnvo for the success of our arms both by b' 111 ' 
and sea, the reverses on the former should 
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Ins memory, whilst at the same time he is allowed no 
merit for our triumphs on the latter. That merit is 
declared by the same critic to belong to "one of those 
chiefs of the Whig party, who, in the great schism 
caused by the French Revolution, had followed Burke." 
This was Earl Spencer, as First Lord pf the Admiralty 
since the close of 1794. “ To him,” continues Lord 
Macaulay, “it was owing that twice in the short space 
of eleven months we had days of thanksgiving for great 
victories.” There is no doubt that Lord Spencer at the 
Admiralty was an excellent administrator. There is no 
doubt that Lord Chatham was far from a good one. 
Still, however, Lord Macaulay’s statement, as I have 
cited it, does not seem to recognise the fact that 
the greatest of our naval victories > at that period— 
the battle of the First of June — was fought not with 
Lord Spencer but with Lord Chatham at the head of 
the Admiralty Board. But, waiving that point, is this 
the one weight and one measure ? When our armies 
retreat, the Prime Minister is solely to be blamed f 
When our fleets prevail, the Prime Minister is to have no 
share in the praise 1 * t 

These few remarks, which I make unwillingly, may, 
however, tend to show that Mr. Pitt in liis conduct of 
the war against Revolutionary France was as far re- 
moved from the "driveller” that Lord Macaulay calls 
him, as from the " demon ” whom some French writers 
have portrayed. But from this more general survey 1 
now resume the progress of my narrative. 

On the dismission of M. de Chauvelin, papers were 
presented to both Houses in the name of the King, 
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showing the great probability of an impending rupture 
with France. Addresses in reply to assure His Majesty 
of their cordial assistance were moved in the Commons 
by the Prime Minister, and in the Lords by the Foreign 
Secretary. It was the 1st of February — the same day 
as it chanced on which at Paris war was actually de- 
clared. Mr. Pitt began his speech by an eloquent de- 
nunciation of the calamitous event of the 21st, “the 
foulest and most atrocious deed,” he said, “ which the 
history of the world has yet had occasion to attest.” 
And he recited against it some lines of Statius, which 
the great historian De Thou had formerly applied to 
another dark scene in his country’s annals, the Massacre 
of St. Bartholomew : — 

“ Excidat ilia dies eevo, nec postera credant 
Saacula ; nos certe taceamns et obruta multa 
Nocte tegi nostire patiamur crimina gentis.” 1 

With no less eloquence he went on to contrast the ruin- 
ous anarchy of France with our own prosperity and free- 
dom. He compared the situation of "England — a com- 
parison which since his time has been frequently re- 
peated — to the situation of the temperate zone on the 
surface of the globe,' “ formed by the bounty of Provi- 
dence for habitation and enjoyment, being equally re- 
moved from the Polar frosts on the one hand and the 
scorching heats of the torrid region on the other. In this 
country,” he added with just pride, “ no man in conse- 
quence of his riches or rank is so high as to be above 


1 These lines are from llie Syharum of Statius, lib. v. dir. 2, 
verse SS. 
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the reach of the laws, and no man is so poor or inconsi 
derable as not to be within their protection.” 

The course of Mr. Pitt towards Revolutionary Franc< 
received the cordial support of by far the greater pari 
•of the Opposition in both Houses. In the Lords scarcely 
more than four Peers voted or signed protests against 
it — the Earls of Lauderdale, Derby, and Stanhope, and 
the Marquis of Lansdowne. In the Commons, before 
this Session closed, Mr. Fox brought forward two mo- 
tions for peace, and on neither occasion could he muster 
so many as fifty votes. 

Thus also a Bill, which Fox with great warmth de- 
nounced, providing new restrictions and penalties on 
any traitorous correspondence with the enemy, was ne- 
vertheless carried through Parliament with a high hand. 
It was introduced on the part of the Government by 
the Attorney-General. Since the beginning of the year 
that office was no longer held by Sir Archibald Mac- 
donald. He had been promoted to the Bench and been 
succeeded by Sir John Scott, while the new Solicitor- 
General was Sir John Mitford, afterwards Lord Redes- 
dale. 

The campaign commenced early on the side of Flan- 
ders. Scarce a fortnight from the Declarations of Man 
Dumouriez crossed the frontier and invaded Holland, 
but he was soon recalled to the Meuse by the advance 
of the Prince of Saxe-Coburg at the head of some Aus- 
trian forces. On the 18th of March the two armies 
engaged at Neerwinden, when, in spite of great exertions 
Dumouriez found himself defeated. The result of the 
battle was that the Austrians recovered the whole o 
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Belgium almost as rapidly as they had lost it. Prom tho 
Lower Bhine also the French were driven back to 
Alsace... The city of Mavence, in which they left a con- 
siderable garrison, was besieged, and after an obstinate 
resistance taken by the Prussians. 

The mind of Dumouriez was filled with chagrin at 
his reverse of fortune, which he ascribed wholly to the rul- 
ing Jacobins. “ See,” he cried to all comers, “ how tlieso 
foolish men neglected my requisitions and controlled my 
plans ! ” He determined to make a stand against their 
authority, and to restore the Constitution of 1791 with 
a Prince of the House of Orleans at its head. His first 
step was to enter into secret communications with tho 
chiefs of the Austrian army — the Prince of Saxe-Coburg 
and General Mack. His next was to seize and send 
over to his new friends as captives Beurnonville, the 
Minister of War, with four deputies of the Convention 
who had come to his camp and who summoned him to 
Paris. But the French troops were now far better in- 
clined to their own Government than they had been 
some months before. Dumouriez found it impossible to 
draw the great mass along with him, and thus, with 
abilities so far superior to La Fayette’s, he was reduced 
to the same poor part that La Fayette had played. On 
the 5th of April he rode away into the enemy’s country 
attended only by a single regiment and by a few- per- 
sonal friends, among whom was the young Duke de 
Chartres, in after years King Louis Philippe. Dumouriez 
was received with great respect by the Austrian chiefs, 
but refused to take any further part with them, or to 
serve anywhere unless at the head of a French army. 

k 2 
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During the greater part of his remaining life, -which 
extended to 1S23, the victor of Jemmapes fixed his resi- 
dence in England, and received a ) early pension of 1200/ 
from the English Government Some writers in Prance, 
rather than allow any merit to the Duke of Wellington, 
havo been inclined to give Dumouriez the honour of 
conducting from his English country-house our chief 
Peninsular battles, as some learned Counsel sitting m 
his London chambers might direct a trial at Exeter 
or Carlisle So that when viewed through these Pa- 
risian glasses, our great victories in truth were not 
won by an English, hut bv a Trench commander ! * 

The defection of Dumounez led to the downfall of the 
less extreme party at Pans, which was known by tbo 
name of the Gironde Every man who desired to stop 
short of the most furious excesses was hooted at as a 
fnend of the fugitive General, as an adherent of “Pitt 
and Coburg,” for by that strange amalgam was the 
foreign Coalition expressed The Jacobins succeeded 
in vesting all the powers of the State in a small Com- 
mittee of the Convention called the “ Committee of 
Public Safety,’’ and m that Committee Robespierre had 
the mam ascendant Robespierre was now in tmth tho 
master of Trance, and his ferocious reign is well de- 
scribed in the expressive phrase which his countrymen 
have ever since applied to it — the Reign of Terror His 
system of government as against Ins enemies was clear 
and simple, and invariably the same — tho Guillotine 

s “ On lui attribne la meillenre G«?n<?rale of D dot tho article#** 
partie des sneers de Vittom, &c jnourie by 31 Paul do C 
Sec m tho hiouvella Biograplue robert 
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No rank, no age, no sex was spared. In October were 
sent to tbe scaffold the young and eloquent chiefs of 
the Gironde, in the same month Marie Antoinette, once 
Queen of France, .in November Philippe Egalite, once 
Duke of Orleans, who met his doom in utter silence ; 3 
in November also Madame Roland, who in passing by 
bowed her head before the statue of Liberty, and spoke 
these memorable words : “ Oh Liberty, how many crimes 
are committed in thy name ! ” 

The Guillotine was by no means the only expedient 
for clearing the prisons in Prance. Not, of course, that 
there was any release or mercy to the prisoners. But 
in the provinces the executions were marked by agreeable 
varieties denoting a playful wit. Thus at Nantes, for ex- 
ample, the political prisoners, male and female, being 
drawn from their cells and pinioned, two and two to- 
gether, were cast into the river, these executions being 
known by a jocular byword as the “ Marriages of the 
Lome.” By confiscations and heavy fines upon the rich, 
as well as by large issues of depreciated Assignats, 
it was sought to supply the failure of regular taxes 
and the ruin of public credit. The Christian Religion 
was declared to be abolished with all its rites and cere- 
monies, and in their place was substituted the worship 
of the - Goddess Reason. To personify this Goddess a 
courtesan not too much encumbered with attire was 
conducted in solemn state to the high altar of Notre 
Dame, there to receive the homage of the crowd. 
The bust of Marat, one of the vilest of the mob- 


3 Sco tlio Journal of Sirs. Dalrymple Elliott, p. 1S1, ed. 1S59. ' 
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more disgrace on the Revolutionary cause And so far 
as we now can gather, these opposite charges were 
received by the same public with an equal credulity 
It may be ashed how with Trance thus distracted and 
divided the Coabtion against her could fail of rapid 
and complete success ? But the Coalition was by no 
means so large or so formidable as at first sight it 
seemed Russia and Sweden stood aloof in an ambi 
guous state between peace and war Spam and Sar 
dima did no more than nibble at the southern frontiers 
Prussia appeared to be full j satisfied with the siege of 
AToyence, and resolutely bent against any new aggres- 
sive operations The Dutch looked only to the pro- 
tection of their own terntories And thus the brunt of 
the war fell mainly on the Austrians and the English 

As regards the latter there were about ten thousand 
troops ready for the defence of Holland when invaded 
by Dumouriez Bemg now free of that duty, they 
were designed to take part in the campaign of Flanders, 
and accordingly they were landed at Ostend Their 
commander was Frederick Duke of York, who from 
early youth had applied himself with zeal to the null 
tary service It was hoped that his position as one of 
the King s sons would cheer and please the troops, while 
his want of experience might he supplied by older 
officers at his side 

The Duke of York having joined the Prince of 
Coburg, the two Commanders found themselves opposed 
to General Dampierre as successor of Dumouriez H® 
had taken post at the camp of Famars in front of 
Valenciennes, and desired to remain on the defcn»reo 
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till reinforcements should arrive ; but being urged for- 
ward by deputies from the Convention, he attacked the 
Allies on the 1st, and again on the 8th of May. On 
both occasions his troops were repulsed : on the last he 
was mortally wounded. 

The French army, much weakened, retired shortly 
afterwards to another position in front of Bouchain, 
called from some old intrenchments the Camp of 
Caesar ; and the Allied Chiefs held a Council of War. 
There General Clerfait and the Duke .of York strongly 
pressed an immediate advance into the heart of France. 
On the other hand it was contended by the Prince of 
Coburg and General Mack that the safer and surer 
plan, and such as was prescribed by “ the best writers,” 
would be in the first place to reduce the border for- 
tresses. These counsels of dry routine prevailed. With 
one body the Prince of Coburg undertook to observe 
the French in Caesar’s Camp, while another division 
was to blockade Conde, and another to besiege Yalen- 
ciennes. The latter and most important operation was 
entrusted to the personal command of the Duke of York. 
But Valenciennes, though most warmly attacked, was 
with equal ardour defended. The French Commander, 
General Ferrand, sustained forty-one days of bombard- 
ment, until the greater part of the town was laid in 
ashes and nearly half his garrison had perished. He 
did not surrender until towards the close of July, when 
his remaining troops were allowed to march out with 
all the honours of war. Shortly before, the small town 
of Conde, closely blockaded, had been compelled to 
yield to famine. 

k 3 
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Even after the successful termination of these sieges 
tlio Allied Chiefs could not decide on any movement in 
advance. They did, indeed, by a joint operation drive 
the French from the Camp of Caesar, as they had 
already from the Camp of Famars. But then they 
once more divided. With the English, the Hanove- 
rians, and some regiments of Austrians, the Duke of 
York undertook the siege of Dunkirk, while General 
Clerfait led another body to the siege of Le Quesnoy. 

But besides the hesitation of the Allies upon the 
frontier, there were other points in their conduct most 
unfavourable to their cause. The city of Mayence had 
surrendered on nearly the same day as the town of 
Valenciennes. From Hayence there marched out a 
garrison of twenty thousand excellent troops; from 
Valenciennes a garrison of eight thousand. On both 
the same terms had been imposed — freedom to go home, 
with an engagement not to serve against the Emperor 
or his allies for the period of one year. But no thought 
was taken, no condition made in behalf of those brave 
men who in La Vendee or along the Rhone had risen 
against the tyranny of the Convention. Against them, 
as though unworthy the care of the Allies, the two 
garrisons were left at full liberty to turn their arms. 
Bare re, as the mouth-piece of the ruling T • t 
hastened to point out and to gloat over this c 
The garrison of Mayence was despatched by 
inarches to La Vendee, and the garrison - " 
cieriiies to the Rhone — with what fatal effect 
sently be shown. 

Still worse in its moral influence, if 
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sible, was another act of the Austrian chiefs. On the 
surrender of Conde and of Valenciennes they had taken 
possession of both towns in solemn, nay, ostentatious 
form, not as places to be held during the war — not in 
the name of the captive King Louis the Seventeenth, 
but as conquests of their own, as permanent additions 
to the Austrian Netherlands. In vain did Monsieur 
in the name of the French Princes protest against this 
act ; in vain did Dumouriez, then at Brussels, arouse 
the indignation of the later exiles. It was plain that 
the early views of moderation had been laid aside by 
the Austrian Cabinet; that the counsels of Pitt had 
not prevailed ; that the curtailment of the French ter- 
ritory at least, if not the partition of France, was now 
in view. 

Supposing for a moment that the Allies had pursued 
no such suicidal course — that the spirit of greedy self- 
interest had been withheld — that the system of old 
routine in the frontier sieges had been cast aside — 
what result, it may be asked; would have attended a 
forward movement to the capital? In all probability 
it would have been crowned with complete success. 
With English, Dutch, and Hanoverians, in addition to 
the Imperial troops, the Prince of Coburg could have 
mustered full eighty thousand men. The French in 
the Camp of Cassar had scarcely more than half as 
many. First, then, defeating the French army, or 
leaving behind a large division to keep it in check, the 
remaining forces might have boldly advanced, and 
would have found no obstacle of any land on their road 
to Paris. Paris itself at their approach would have 
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probably risen, in part at least, against its tyrants At 
all events, it bad tben no fortified works and no regular 
troops to defend it And for tbe Allies to enter Pans 
would bo to end the Iieyohition. To put down the 
bawlers of tbe J acobin Club and tbe pikemen of tbe 
Faubourg St Antoine would be to put down at that 
time the acknowledged rulers of France 

It must be owned, however, that tbe project of a 
rapid advance into the heart of France as urged in 
1793 seemed wild and rash, and in fact did startle tbe 
common run of politicians as well as tbe common run 
of Generals When in April, 1794, Mr Jenhinson 
ventured in tbe House of Commons to declare bis 
approval of it, tbe idea was received with derision 
Long afterwards, and since by the promotion of Ins 
father to an Earldom in 1790 he had become Lord 
Hawhesbuiy, tbe words ‘ Lord Hawhesbury’s march to 
Pans ’ were the burthen of many a jest or satirical song 
against him 

It must likewise be owned that the most favourable 
opportunity to strike this blow, like all favourable op- 
portunities, quickly passed away Tbe indignation 
aroused by the conduct of tbe Abies on tbe surrender 
of Mayence and Valenciennes lost them tho prospect of 
French adhesions, and tended in no small degree to 
recruit tbe opposite ranks Moreover ns regards tlio 
last point we must bear in mind that the effects of the 
French Revolution had been in part for good Tho 
abolition of grinding taxes like tho Gabelle , and of 
arbitrary arrests as by the Lettres de Cachet, and the 
substitution of equabtj before tbe law in the place of 
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seignorial privileges and immunities, had stirred np in 
man)' places a powerful enthusiasm, above all with the 
young and the hold. Under all these circumstances 
new .levies in great numbers flocked to the Tricolor 
standard, and filled the ranks of the Revolutionary 
armies. Fired with no common ardour, and never for 
a moment belying the martial spirit of their race, 
they seemed careless alike of danger, privation, and 
fatigue. 

The fruits of this new spirit soon appeared. When 
the Duke of York proceeded with the siege of Dunldrk, 
he found two brave Generals against him — Hochc 
within and Houcliard without the walls ; and he was 
assailed both by sallies from the garrison and by 
attacks from the large relieving force. His own army 
was divided into two corps: the one of observation 
under the Hanoverian Marshal Freytag and the Hered- 
itary Prince of Orange ; the other of siege, which was 
commanded by himself. But with the latter he could 
make no real progress for the want of a battering train 
which he impatiently expected from England. On the 
18th of August the Prince of Orange gained an advan- 
tage over the French at the village of Lincelles, but on 
the 8th of September was worsted at the village of 
Hondsckoote. This action and the continued want of 
heavy cannon compelled the Duke of York to raise the 
siege. 

Nor had the Prince of Coburg any better success. 
The small place of Le Quesnoy did indeed surrender to 
General Clerfait, but immediately afterwards the 
French, having received large accessions of new levies, 
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compelled both Clerfait and Coburg to raise the siege of 
Maubeuge and to fall back behind the Sambre. Some 
smaller operations followed with but slight result. And 
thus indecisively ended this campaign. 

Meanwhile the chiefs of the Convention displayed a 
terrible energy against the insurgents within the limits 
of F ranee. Lyons was retaken and laid waste with firo 
and sword. Its buildings were ordered to be razed to 
the ground ; its very name was declared to be obliterated, 
and changed to Commune AjfrancMe, Marseilles in 
like manner was compelled to yield to the Revolutionary 
troops ; and Toulon only for a time escaped the same 
fate by proclaiming Louis the Seventeenth, and calling 
in the aid of an English squadron under Admiral Lord 
Hood. 

Lord Hood could land no more than fifteen 
hundred men as available for the defence of the 
town. Rut, besides some small succours from the Sar- 
dinian and Neapolitan armies, the Spanish Admiral 
Laugara brought three thousand men from the coast 
of Catalonia, and General O’Hara two foot regiments 
from the garrison of Gibraltar. Sir Gilbert Elliot 
also arrived from England for the civil direction of 
affairs, being associated in that object with OHara 
and Hood. The three Commissioners lost no timo 
in issuing a joint Declaration containing a solemn 
promise in His Majesty's name, that on the restoration 
of monarchy in France, and the conclusion of a treaty 
of peace, the fortress of Toulon, with all the ships and 
supplies, should be faithfully restored. 

But however inspiriting might bo this promise to the 
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Royalists of Toulon, they found themselves by no 
means able to maintain their ground. Their ill-assorted 
allies — English, Sardinians, Neapolitans, and Spaniards 
— even nlien added to themselves, were far outnum- 
bered by their Republican besiegers. And although 
the great importance of assisting them was both felt 
and acted on by the English Government, their fate 
came to a decision before fresh succour could arrive. 
The attacks made upon their posts were frequent and 
formidable ; and the artillery against them was under 
the direction of a young Corsican officer, whose name, 
then first rising to distinction, was ere long to resound 
with surpassing fame throughout the world. This was 
Napoleon Bonaparte. 

General O’Hara, being closely pressed, tried a sudden 
and vigorous sallv, but he was wounded and taken 
prisoner, while his" troops were repulsed. On the 18th 
of December the besiegers obtained possession of the 
fort which commanded the inner harbour, and the Allied 
troops found themselves compelled without delay to 
relinquish the town and re-embark. By great exertions 
on the part of the Spanish and English Admirals, several 
thousands of the Royalists — and the Royalists had 
flocked to Toulon from all parts of Provence — were put 
on board, and secured from the vengeance of their coun- 
trymen. Some French ships ready for sea sailed forth 
under Admiral Trogoff, one of their own chiefs; the 
remainder, with the arsenal and stores, were committed 
to the flames. It was a night of terrible havoc and 
affright, and of slaughter also when the infuriated 
Republicans marched in. 
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Not less afflicting were the scenes in La Yend<5e, 
The ferocious troops from Mayen ce had been let loose 
upon the open country, and had treated it much as 
a tnbe of Mohawks might have done At Chollet they 
had given battle to the insurgent army, when the latter 
had been worsted D’EIb6e, Bonchamp, Lescure, nearly 
all the insurgent chiefs, were mortally wounded The 
remainder, drawing along with them a confused multi- 
tude of women and children, who would have been 
slaughtered had they stayed, crossed the Loire and 
inarched, half fugitives and half invaders, through 
Anjou There might be eighty thousand m all Their 
object was to reach some point upon the northern coast, 
where they might receive the expected succours from 
England Accordingly they repulsed their pursuers 
at Laval, and pushed onward to the fortified sea port of 
Granville, which they attempted to feduce by a coup dc 
mam on the 14th of November 

In England their interests were not forgotten, as they 
had been at Mayence and Valenciennes An expedition 
for their aid was fitted out under Lord Moira’s command 
But whether from any delays that might havo been 
avoided, or from the inherent difficulties of the service, 
that expedition came too late When Lord Moira at 
last appeared off the coast of Normandy, ho found that 
the Yendeans had left it ten days before 
railing in their attempt upon Granville, and sus- 
pecting their chiefs of a design to escapo by sea, the^o 
armed peasants, never at any time verj amenable to 
discipline, insisted wath loud cries on marching bacU to 
the Loire Henri do la Bocho Jnquclem stroi e ngum** 
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them in vain. He boldly marched forward and took 
the town of Yilledieu, but he found no more than a 
thousand men beside him, and was compelled to rejoin 
the main body in retreat. Famished and footsore they 
were overtaken at Lc Mans by the main Republican 
army, including a division from Mnyencc. An action 
ensued ; the Yendeans were utterly routed, and great 
numbers of them put to the sword. The remainder 
continued their dismal flight beyond Nantes to Savenay, 
There, in a second action, the rout was renewed and the 
work of slaughter completed. Little mercy was shown 
even to the women and children ; and of the vast mul- 
titude which had crossed the Loire a few weeks since, 
only a few scattered fugitives ever again set foot upon 
the southern shore. 

By sea there was not in the course of this year any 
general action, but many a single ship of the French 
Republic after a gallant fight struck its flag to ours. 
And out of Europe we made several concpiests. In 
India we took Chandernagore and Pondicherry, in 
North America St. Pierre and Miquelon, and in the 
West Indies Tobago, while St. Domingo and Martinico 
were attempted in vain. But these conquests, though 
important, were easy, and did not suffice to counter- 
balance the ill-impression which had been produced by 
the indecisive European campaign. 

At home, and as regards the members of the secret 
societies and their abettors, the years 1793 and 1794 
were marked by a vigorous, nay severe exertion of the 
law. So rife and unrestrained had become the projects 
of treason, that the strongest measures of repression 



210 


ZIFE OP PITT 


Ciiap WIJ 


seemed to bo required by tbe public safety, as most 
certainly they were called for by tbe public voice The 
licence of tbe press, above all, bad far outrun all cus- 
tomary bounds Hence m every part of tbe island 
there ensued frequent prosecutions for political offences 
Hence throughout the country many persons concerned 
in the booh or newspaper trades were brought to trial, and 
convicted for either reprinting or selling Thomas Paine’s 
“Eights of Man,” and his “Address to the Addressers ” 
Amongst them were Mr James Ridgway of London, Mr 
Hamel Holt of Newark, and Mr Bichard Plullips of 
Leicester A Dissenting Minister of Plymouth, Mr 
William Wmterbotham, was found guilty of some 
seditious expressions in two sermons which he had 
preached Another prosecution was directed against 
Messrs Lambert, Perry, and Gray, as printers and pro- 
prietors of the Morning Chronicle The charge against 
them was for inserting the Address of a political Society 
at Derby, which heaped opprobrious terms on all tho 
institutions of the country Sir J ohn Scott, the Attorney- 
General, exerted himself on the one side, as did Mr 
Erskme on the other, and finally, after long deliberation 
and many doubts on the part of the Jurymen, a verdict 
of Not Guilty waS returned 
In some of these transactions it is hard entirely to 
vindicate the conduct, or at least the language, of Lord 
Chancellor Loughborough He had alleged Ins horror 
of the French Revolutionary principles as Ins only rea- 
son for joining the Go\emment in advance of his party 
friends To justify his politics he a little struned 
law He rather inclined to fall in, at least as to minor 
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cases, with any severity to which that horror in the 
minds of others might give rise. The strongest of all 
such cases perhaps is one which occurred in Kent. An 
honest yeoman, most certainly drunk, was pushed aside 
by a constable as drunk as himself, and ordered to keep 
the peace in the King’s name. The answer was in 

these words : “ D you and the King too !” For this 

foolish expression the Quarter Sessions condemned the 
poor man to twelve months’ imprisonment, and the 
Chancellor on being appealed to refused to interfere. 
“ To save the country from Revolution ” — thus spoke 
his Lordship — “ the authority of all tribunals high and 
low must be upheld.” 5 

Rut it was in Scotland that we find the most of 
violence, both in the Revolutionary spirit and in the 
measures against it ; and all the other trials of 1793 
are cast into the shade by the superior interest of the 
cases of Muir and Palmer. 

Thomas Muir was a Scottish Advocate, the son of 
a bookseller at Glasgow. He had taken an active part 
in politics as a speaker at public meetings, and as a 
member of the Society called “the Friends of the 
People.” Finding a charge of sedition brought against 
him, he had retired tb France and undergone a sentence 
of outlawry. But in the course of this summer, coming 
back by the way of Ireland to his native country, he 
was discovered and arrested at Port Patrick. Next, 
he was indicted for having published by distributing 
several seditious works, particularly those of Thomas . 

-W, 


5 See Lord Campbell’s Lives of the Chancellors, vol. vi. 
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Paine, and also for seditious words and speeches In 
the trial which ensued at Edinburgh he conducted 
his own defence Overlooking, since he could not vin- 
dicate, some language of a seditious tendency which was 
certainly brought home to him, he declared that his ob- 
ject had only been to effect a Reform of the House of 
Commons, and he quoted — as was the usual course of 
the defendants for sedition at this period — the carl} 
speeches of Mr Pitt and the Duke of Richmond in 
support of the same cause On the whole he defended 
himself with eloquence, skill, and courage, and when 
he sat down the sympathy of the audience was shown 
by repeated bursts of cheers 

On the other hand, the Lord Justice Clerk— and 
here not merely tho office which he sullied, but also 
his name and title should be recorded , it was Robert 
MacQueen of Bras field — m summing up the evidence 
with a strong bias against the prisoner, used some most 
unjustifiable expressions He said that the Government 
of the country was made up of the landed interest, 

“ which alone had a right to be represented. As for the 
rabble, be continued, “ who have nothing but personal 
property, what hold has the nation of them ? Somo 
months later, Mr Fox, with lus usual force, denounced 
in the House of Commons this most discreditable 
Charge 6 

At Edinburgh, however, the Jurj returned a verdict 
of Guilty, and the Judges concurred in a sentence 

« Howell s State Trials vol xsi i P 231 and Delate on Mr Ad-im* 
motion Mirch 10 17W 
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that Thomas Muir should he transported beyond seas 
for the term of fourteen years. And here another 
grave charge arises against Lord Braxfield. It ap- 
pears from his speech that the cheers at the close 
of the prisoner’s address were admitted, most unjustifi- 
ably, as an argument against the prisoner himself. 
“I must observe” — thus spoke Lord Braxfield — 
“that the indecent applause which was given Mr. 
Muir last night convinces me that a spirit of dis- 
content still lurks in the minds of the people, and 
that it would be dangerous to allow him to remain in 
this country. This circumstance, I must say, has no 
little weight -with me when considering of the punish- 
ment winch Mr. Muir deserves.” 

In fulfilment of this sentence, Mr. Muir, after being 
confined for some months in the Tolbooth at Edinburgh, 
was transported to Botany Bay. There he had fresh 
opportunity to show his courage and skill. It was 
a matter of extreme difficulty to escape from that 
settlement, visited at that time by scarce any besides 
convict and strictly-guarded ships. Mr. Muir, however, 
found means to embark undiscovered for Mootka Sound, 
thence travelling along the coast to Panama, and across 
the Isthmus of Darien, and after a short detention 
in the island of Cuba, finding in a Spanish frigate a 
safo conveyance to Europe. But during this last 
passage he received a wound that was never perfectly 
ciued, and to which was ascribed his death at Paris 
in the year 1799. 7 Wolfe Tone, who saw him there 


' Aim. -Registers, 1797, p. 14 ; and 1799, p. 9 
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in the preceding years, describes him in far from 
favourable terms “ Of all the vain, obstmate block- 
heads that ever I met, I never saw Ins equal * 8 Since 
his death, on the contrary, some of his own countrymen 
m Scotland have been disposed to look on lnm with 
great veneration, as “ one of the Martyrs ” 

A much shorter statement will suffice for the case 
of the Rev. Thomas Fyshe Palmer. He was of an 
old gentleman’s family m Berkslnre, but having re- 
nounced the tenets of the Church of England, ho 
became a writer and preacher of the Unitarian party, 
and a resident of Dundee Having distributed some 
papers of a seditious character, he was brought to 
trial in September before the Circuit Court of Justiciary 
at Perth His Counsel greatly relied on the objection, 
that on the record his name was spelt Fische instead 
of Fysbe, and to an English lawyer of that period 
the objection would have seemed insuperable But 
m Scotland it was with better reason overruled The 
main defence of Mr Palmer was made up of the 
usual topics— assertions that his objects were limited 
to Parliamentary Reform, and extracts from tho early 
speeches of Mr Pitt and the Duke of Richmond 
The verdict was “ Guilty,” and the sentence, as m Hr 
Muir’s case, was of transportation, but for a lesser 
period, namely seven years It is alleged that m 
this case as in Muir’s, there bad been stretches of 
the law on other points besides tho sentence jury- 
men admitted m spite of yust grounds of challenge— 


9 Diary, I cb 1,1798 
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witnesses unduly henrd for the prosecution, or unduly 
shut out from the defence. 

In the same part of the country, and before the close 
of the same year, there was a further aggravation of 
the popular violence. Delegates from various parts 
of Scotland assembled at Edinburgh at the call of 
the “Friends of the People,” and in concert with the 
London Corresponding Society. At their tiist meet- 
ing one hundred and fifty-three duly qualified mem- 
hr-rs upp'v.r. d. Subsequently there came to bo added 
a j\-w more. Among them were Maurice Margaret 
ar.d do--q)h Gerr.dd. who vo-ro the Agent.-; of 1 he Lon- 
d'--n A*="' i.“.ti'»n. mid wiio quickly took the lead in the 
p, Minns of thi= new body. Among them there 
vos ab s one p-r-'o «•: rank nr.d fortune, Lord Daer, 
,,f the Lori of S -Ikirk, a young man of 
,-3 .. - ; ."i ertmme opinion c . Oo.vJoreef. in 
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the name of Convention, and sought in nearly all 
respects to ape the Convention at Pari* Thus 
because the Trench had proscribed all titles, even that 
of Monsieur, they gave to every Member’s name the 
prefix of “ Citizen ** Thus again, because the Trench 
had established a new Republican Era, they dated their 
own reports in the same style, “ Tirst Year of tho 
British Convention, One and Indivisible ” But there 
was one difference strongly characteristic of the country- 
men of Knox While the Republicans of Paris in their 
new Calendar had abolished the observance of Sunday, 
and restituted re its place a tenth day of rest, tho 
Republicans at Edinburgh adhered to their ancient 
forms of worship They would transact no busmes 
on “the Sabbath” They began and ended ever) 
meeting with prayer And when a clergyman joined 
them, and sent in a present of boohs, they blended 
his old title with his new one, and returned thanks 
to him as “ the Rev Citizen Dougins of Dundee ” 

The Minutes of the Edinburgh Convention have 
been published, and display a curious mixture of 
simplicity and shrewdness 1 Considerable jealousy ap- 
pears to hat e been felt by tho -delegates at any delcgn 
tion from themselves “ It will he proper,’ said Lord 
Daer, “ to avoid an anstocraticnl dependence on Com- 
mittees” On the other hand, Citizen Gerrald, not 
perhaps without a side blow at Lord Daer, warned tho 


* These Minutes were produced J liam Shirring Sec Howell* Bint® 

ns evidence on the trial of Wil | Trials, vol xxui p 391 til 
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Convention against “the choice of any other than 
known and plain men like ourselves ; men uncontami- 
nated by the pestilential air of Courts.” It had been 
proposed to hold the next Convention at Lork. as a 
central point which might, combine delegates from 
Scotland with delegates from every part, of England. 
But here an important objection was started by Citizen 
Gerrald: — “I can assure you.” he said, “that the city 
of York is the seat of a proud aristocracy — the seat, 
of an Archbishop!” However, on reflection. Citizen 
Gerrald thought that this difficulty might be waived. 
He might perhaps be prevailed on to meet even the 
Archbishop himself. “ I would not object,” he. added, 
“to go there, because the Saviour of the world was 
often found in the company of sinners. . . . Let us 
then, fellow-citizens, unite heart and hand to bury the 
hatchet of natural antipathy, which the wicked policy of 
Courts once instigated us to wield.” 

Another favourite topic in this Convention was the 
alleged tyranny of the chiefs in the Highlands. “ Let me 
give an instance,” said Citizen Wright. “ A Highland 
gentleman had an avenue about a mile long, into which 
none of his tenants dared to enter without taking off 
liis bonnet; and if they had occasion to go to the 
house, though in the midst of a hurricane, they were 
obliged to walk all the way bare-headed ! ” Such were 
the Mother Goose tales that found credit with these 
foolish men. 

The Convention continued its debates for upwards of 
a month. But early in December these were cut short 
by the magistrates. The Lord Provost entered tho 

VOL. II. l 
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room with a sufficient force, hid the “ Citizen President ” 
leave the Chair, and dissolved the meeting. Skirving, 
who had acted as Secretary, with Margarot and Gerrald, 
the delegates from London, were brought to trial. All 
three were found Guilty, and sentenced to be transported 
for fourteen years. 
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In August, however, Pitt was able to go for a few 
days to Burton Pynsent, and in September to Iiis new 
possession as Lord Warden of the Cinque Ports, Walmer 
Castle. The King had some fears for his Minister thus 
in the very sight of the French coast. Without Mr. 
Pitt’s knowledge he sent orders to Lord Amherst to 
stockade the ditch of the castle, and station in it a 
picket of soldiers . 1 

At that busy period the private letters of Pitt are bat 
brief and few. Here are some to his mother, either in 
extract or entire : 


“Holwood, June 7, 1793, 

“I have just received your letter, and must disobey 
the land injunction it contains by writing a single line 
to thank you for it, and to tell you that the gout, after 
having made a visit in due form, and stayed a reasonable 
time, is now taking its leave. I was able without any 
inconvenience to come here yesterday evening, and your 
letter found me enjoying a fine day from my window, 
so much as almost to he glad of my present excuso for 
being out of London. If I was to ascribe entirely to 
the same circumstance the delay of my visit to Burton, 
I should think of it very differently. I beliove, however, 
that in fact if I had not been a prisoner to gout, the 
state of things in Flanders would hardly have left moat 
liberty at the time I first intended ; as we are flattering 
ourselves that a few days may possibly bring ns very 
favourable news from Valenciennes ; and I should 
hardly be able to absent myself till the consequences 
are more ascertained.” 


» Tlio King to jrr. Pitt, July 13. 1703. 
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“ Holwood, July 2, 1793. 

“I am still kept from week to week in the expecta- 
tion of some melancholy event either on sea or land, of 
which I should not like to he out of the way of receiving 
the earliest news. The surrender of Valenciennes and 
Lord Howe’s sailing, both of which will probably happen 
very soon, may set me more at liberty. 

“ In the mean time I have holidays enough for a 
good deal of country air, and have the advantage of 
having parted with my gouty shoe, and found the full 
use of my legs.” 

“ My deaf Mother, “ Holwood, July 15, 1703. 

“I am very sorry that I have had an application 
some time since about Lampeter, which will perhaps 
not itself be successful, but being from one of my con- 
stituents, would make it impossible for me to intercede 
in favour of Mrs. Lewis’s request. Lord Stanhope’s 
notification of his visit 2 certainly comes at a singular 
time, but so many miles from the House of Lords, he 
will be very harmless and well-behaved, and I cannot 
help rejoicing on account of the companions of his 
journey. Besides answering these two points, I have 
another reason for making use of the leisure of Hol- 
wood to write to you. A vacancy has just happened in 
the office of housekeeper to the Excise, which is 
executed by deputy, and worth above 1001 , I believe 
150Z. per annum. This is so much better than that 
which is now held by poor Mrs. Sparry, that I think the 


2 To Burton Pynsent, on returning -with his daughters from a visit 
to his estate in Devonshire. 
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offer of an exchange would probably be very agreeable 
to lier, as a mark of attention and remembrance, though 
in any other view I am afraid the prospect of her 
enjoying it cannot make it much an object I have, 
therefore, in my own mind destined it for her, and I 
conclude you would wish Mrs Arden, whom ) ou men- 
tioned some time ago, to succeed to Mrs. Sparry’s office 
at the Treasury I should add that the last house- 
keeper of the Excise was a widow of one of the Commis 
sioners, and her predecessor an old Mrs Cavendish, 
who was, I believe, a distant connection of the Devon- 
shires This gives a sort of credit to the office which 
may make it the more welcome, at the same time it 
does not make the way of disposing of it at all improper 
“The fall of Conde will, I hope, soon bo followed by 
Valenciennes, but the prospect is not yet certain enough 
to let me fix my plans positively I tlunk I may bo at 
liberty in about a fortnight, but I should wish to rcgulnto 
my motions a little by Eliot’s and Lord StonbopoV, 
though not exactly in the same way by each of them 
I have written to Eliot, and tal e the chance of mj 
letter finding him in Cornwall, to tell him that it is of 
no consequence whether ho comes to town a little 
sooner or later 

“ Your dutiful and affectionato son, 

“W Titt 

“ I have been enjojing a great deal of this unusual 
summer, and should like it still better if it had not 
burnt all mj grass, and parched a good many 5 oting 
trees ’ 

“ Downing Streoi, Aug 31, 1703 
“ After the interval of a week’s holidays, and pre- 
paring for another, I have not till now found time for 
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writing, though I have intended it every day. It would 
now he rather late to tell you that I performed my 
journey and arrived as I intended ; for probably the 
newspapers will have told that for me already.” 

“Downing Street, Kov. 11, 1793. 

“ My dear Mother, 

“I trust I need not say that my first wisli 
must always be to contribute to your case and conve- 
nience, and I am only sorry you should have given 
yourself so much trouble, where a single word to convey 
your wish would have been sufficient. I can furnish 
without difficulty three hundred pounds, and will im- 
mediately desire Mr. Coutts to place that sum to your 
account. Indeed, I should not feel satisfied with 
myself hi not naming at once a larger sum, if it were 
not that my accession of income has hitherto found so 
much employment in the discharge of former arrears 
as to leave no veiy large fund which I can with pro- 
priety dispose of. This, however, will mend every 
day ; and at all events I trust you will never scruple to 
tell me when you have the slightest occasion for any 
. aid I can supply. 

“ Ever, my dear Mother, &c., 

« yy. p ITT .” 

To the State trials during 1793 as told in my last chap- 
ter may be added another at the beginning of 1794 — that 
of Hamilton Eowan. It was brought before the Court 
of King’s Bench at Dublin by Arthur Wolfe, the Irish 
Attorney-General. Mr. Eowan had acted as secretary 
of the new political combination first formed in 1791 
under the influence of French examples, and calling 
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itself "The Society of United Irishmen.” As secretary 
3Ir. Rowan had signed and issued an address of sedi- 
tious character to the Volunteers of Dublin, and of this 
act he now stood accused. His Counsel, %hn Philpot 
Curran, conducted his defence with great eloquence 
and undaunted spirit, thus laying the foundations of his 
own subsequent renown; but Hamilton Rowan was 
found Guilty. The sentence passed upon him was, to 
be imprisoned for tbo term of two years. Within 
four months, however, he found means to escape 
from Newgate Gaol in Dublin, and made his way to 
Prance. 

Although in a few of these cases an eloquent address, 
as of ATuir or Curran, on the defendant’s side miglit stir 
the audience to applause, and although undoubtedly somo 
Judges, the Chancellor included, did sometimes degene- 
rate to partisans, it does not appear that tho main course 
of these prosecutions in any degree outran tho general 
temper and opinion of these times. Among the middle 
and upper classes more especially, as also in the entiro 
rank of yeomen, there was a detestation of the French 
excesses; and dread might well bo felt when they saw 
such excesses held up for examples. Among those who 
in England or in Scotland still for safety called them- 
selves Reformers, tlieir open violence was plain to ucw 
and their secret conspiracy was feared ; and tho public 
voice was loud in calling for activity aud firmness, nay, 
even for rigour, against them. In such extraordinary 
circumstances can wc, it was asked, expect that mcro 
ordinary measures would suffice? 

This temper of the public in regard to the Stato 
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Trials was further manifested in the deliberations of 
the Legislature. Parliament met on the 21st of 
January, and within ten days Lord Stanhope appealed 
to the Upper House upon the case of Muir. A few 
weeks later Lord Lauderdale brought, forward the 
cases of Muir and Palmer conjointly, and in the Com- 
mons there were no less than three motions on the 
same subject from Mr. Adam. But they met with no 
success. Li the motion of Lord Stanhope, which was 
irregular in point of form, the mover stood alone, and 
Lord Lauderdale did not venture to call for a division. 
Mr. Adam, though warmly supported by Fox and 
Sheridan, was as warmly withstood by other members 
of the old Whig party; and the highest number of 
votes that he could muster was thirty-two. 

Nor had the same politicians any better success in 
their endeavours to put an end to the war with France. 
Lord Stanhope brought forward two motions with that 
view, couched in speeches so extreme as in a great 
measure to defeat themselves. The same object 
was zealously pressed by Lord Lansdowne and the 
Duke of Bedford among the Peers ; in the Commons 
by Fox, Sheridan, and Grey. But they had left to 
them only a handful of adherents. The minority on 
Fox’s motion was no more than fifty-five. 

On the other hand, there was a cheerful acquiescence 
in all the measures proposed by the Prime Minister for 
the vigorous prosecution of the war. When he laid 
upon the Table subsidiary Treaties with several Foreign 
Powers, they were approved. When he asked a loan 
of eleven millions, it was voted. When he asked for 

l 3 
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some additional duties on various articles, as rum and 
spirits, bricks and tiles, plate-glass and attorneys, not 
even the attorneys complained When, a King’s Mes 
sage being first presented, he called for an augmenta- 
tion of the land forces, that augmentation y,a3 agreed 
to 

On all these questions Mr Pitt could rely on the 
Duke of Portland’s fnends as much as on Ins own 
Still, however, the chiefs of tho remaining Opposition 
struck at him boldly whenever they saw, or fancied 
that they saw, any vulnerable point Thus Mr D undos, 
as Secretary of State, had sent round in circulars a plan 
"to provide more completely for the security of the 
country ” He recommended that bodies of volunteers 
both infantry and cavalry, should be formed, and that 
for these objects a public subscription might bo raised 
Hereupon Mr Sheridan in the one House, and Lord 
Lauderdale in the other, brought forward motions 
declaring that it was a dangerous and unconstitutional 
measure for the Executive Government to solicit mono) 
for public purposes without the consent of Parliament 
Put with every exertion Mr Sheridan could muster no 
more than thirty-four votes, and Lord Laudenlalo no 
more than seven As zealously, but with equal ill 
success, was the pi ogress of the Volunteer Corps Bill 
resisted 

In hi © manner, when some Hessian troops in British 
pay were landed in tho Isle of Wight, or when a Bill 
was brought in enabling the Government to enlist somo 
of the French Itojahsts m the Bnti«h arm), tho Op- 
position raised a loud cry of Constitutional alarm W I 
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firmly believe,” said Colonel Tnrloton — this eager 
politician afterwards became Sir Bannstro and a 
General Officer — “ that the passing this Bill will destroy 
tlie privileges of Magna Cliarta, undermine flic Bill of 
Eights, and finally annihilate the British Consti- 
tution ! ” 3 

An argument of real weight against the Bill was, 
however, supplied by Mr. Sheridan. “ Suppose,” he 
said, “ any of the French emigrants in our service are 
taken prisoners and are put to death. What then? 
Are we to avenge their fate by retaliation?” — Hero 
across the House Mr. Burke exclaimed “Yes.” — “Good 
Heavens ! ” cried Mr. Sheridan, “ consider that the 
lives of millions may depend upon that single 
word ! ” 

On a subsequent day the same argument was farther 
pressed by Mr. Fox. “If,” he said, “the French were 
to land in this kingdom, and there chanced to be any 
body of the people so lost to all sense of duty as to join 
them, should we pardon those who produced Commis- 
sions from the Convention? We should not. Nor 
would the French in the like case respect Commissions 
granted by our King. Then if we determined not to 
retaliate, in what a calamitous situation did we place 
those whom we employed ! And if we did retaliate, 
good God! in what horrors would Europe be in- 
volved ! ” 

Mr. Burke in reply — and this speech deserves the 
more attention as the last of Burke’s great efforts in 


3 Pari. Hist. vol. xxxi. p. 3S7. 
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the House of Commons — defended hig former cry of 
“ Yes,” and boldly avowed that in the case supposed 
liis voice would be for retaliation. « God forbid,” he 
said, “that the authors of murder should not find it 
recoil on their own heads. But fears are expressed 
that we may inflame the Jacobins by severity. Inflame 
a Jacobin I You may as well talk of setting fire to 
Hell ! Impossible ! ” 

It is not easy to Bee how any Government could have 
displayed greater energy in all its Parliamentary mea- 
sures for the effectual prosecution of the war. Nor was 
there less of vigour for the repression of treasonable 
practices at home. Early in April Thomas Walker, a 
merchant of note at Manchester, with six other persons 
of inferior rank, were brought to trial for conspiracy, at 
the Lancaster Assizes. But this prosecution most 
signally failed. The principal witness was Thomas 
Dunn, a weaver, who was shown to have forsworn him- 
self on several points, and to be wholly undeserving of 
credit. Mr. Law, as Counsel for tho Crown, threw up 
the case, and the Jury returned an immediate verdict 
of Not Guilty, while Dunn, being detained and indicted 
for perjury, was soon afterwards convicted. The sen- 
tence passed upon him was, to stand onco in the pillory, 
.and be imprisoned for two years in Lancaster Castle. 

It is worthy of note that among tho records of tho 
first of these Lancaslure trials will bo found, dated 
1793, a letter of reproof and admonition from Mr. B il* 
liam Cartwright, of Shrewsbury, “who,” it is added, 
“is a surgeon and apothecary, and « non-jnrwg 
Bishop.” Hero, according to Mr. Hallam, is tho latent 
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trace in our history of those successors to Saneroft and 
Lloyd/ 

But this last of the. non-jurors had now become a 
most loyal subject to King George. In his letter ho 
says: “The one family being as good as entirely 
extinct, and the other having been so long in uninter- 
rupted possession, surely we need not now hesitate 
which of these God has chosen to reign over us." — Then 
why not conform ? 

Of all the schemes against, tin' Government, how- 
ever, London was the main and directing point. 
There the two Societies — the “ Corresponding." and the 
Society “for Constitutional Information " — had lately 
combined their efforts and extended their designs. It 
was desired to call a Convention of (lie people to sit in 
London, and to supersede ns far as possible the autho- 
rity of Parliament. "With this view, not merely wore 
the workmen instigated to hold meetings at the chief 
manufacturing towns, and delegates sent down to attend 
them — not merely were the most inflammatory topics 
and the most malignant misrepresentations urged in 
their harangues — but songs were put in circulation 
designed for popular impression, and breathing the very 
spirit of the Regicides/ Take, for instance, the song 
which had for chorus : 

“ Plant, plant the tree, fair Freedom’s tree, 

Midst dangers, wounds, and slaughter : 

Eacli patriot’s breast its soil shall be, 

And tyrants’ blood its water.” 


4 State Trials, vol. xxiii. p. 1073; 
Constitutional History, vol. iii. p. 
341. 


5 See tlio evidence adduced on 
tlio trial of Thomas Hardy. (State 
Trials, vol. xxiv. p. 977.) 
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Such mere moral weapons were not alone relied on 
Arms— as muskets and pikes — were also, it appears, in 
some places collected and kept ready , and a seizure of 
such was made at this time by the Government at 
Edinburgh 

But this did not suffice. It was not enough that 
the leaders in such projects should be stopped short m 
their course The Government deemed it further indis- 
pensable, as a warning to others, that they should be 
brought to trial for High Treason Earl) m May, 
therefore, eight members of the two Societies wero 
apprehended and afteran examination before thePrir) 
Council, sent to the Tower At the same time the 
books and papers of the two Societies were secured 

The eight persons thus committed for trial wero as 
follow Thomas Hardy, secretaiy to the Corresponding 
Society, and a shoemaker by trade, Daniel Adams, 
secretary to the Constitutional Society, and latch a 
clerk in the Auditors Office, John Home Tooke, so 
well known from his former controversies in the da)S 
of Junius and during tho American "War, tho Pci 
Jeremiah Joyce , pnrate secretary to Lord Stanhope 
and tutor to his sons. Mr Jojce is still rcmcmherc 1 
as tho author of the “Scientific Dialogues 1 in four 
volumes, which appeared between 1S00 and 1S02, and 
which come) a great amount of 1 nowlcdgo in a ven 
agreeable form There was flho John Tholwall, of 
some note as a political lecturer Tho others were 
John Augustus Bonne), John Bichtcr, nnd John 
Lovett 

Tho books and papers thus seized were announce 
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in a Message from ihe King Jo tlio House of Commons, 

and referred by KTr. Tilt to a Committee of Secrecy. 
* * 

That Committee, to consist of twenty-one members, was 
selected by ballot. 'Within four-and-twenty hours they 
presented their first lleport. declaring themselves con- 
vinced that the papers before them afforded ample 
proofs of a traitorous conspiracy. “However.” they 
added, “at different periods the term of Parliamentary 
Reform may have been employed, it is obvious that 
' the present view of these Societies is not intended to 
be prosecuted bv any application to Parliament, but. 
on the contrary, by an open attempt to supersede the 
House of Commons.” 

Fortified by this Report, and, it may be added, by 
the public feeling out of doors, Mr. Pitt deemed it 
bis imperative duty to bring in, without a moment’s 
delay, a Bill for the suspension of the Habeas Corpus 
Act. That Rill received the ready and rapid concur- 
rence of the House of Commons, though resisted with 
the utmost energy by Fox and Sheridan. On the day 
when it was pressed forward through its various stages 
they tried no loss than eleven divisions against it, 
though their highest numbers in any of these were but 
tliirty-ninc. In the other House the Bill was opposed 
only by Lords Stanhope, Lauderdale, and Lansdowne, 
.and six Peers present besides. 

Shortly afterwards the Committee of Secrecy pre- 
sented a second Report, comprising copies of many of 
the original papers seized. The letters from various 
parts of. the country, as here produced, are a strange 
amalgam of treasonable schemes with silly gossip. 
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Thus, on the one hand, from Sheffield — “ Fellow 
citizens, the barefaced aristocracy of the present ad- 
muustration has made it necessary that we should be 
prepared to aet on the defensive A plan has been 
hit upon, and, if encouraged sufficiently, wall, no doubt, 
have the effect of furnishing a quantity of pikes to 
the patriots The blades are made of steel, tempered 
and polished after an approved form, and each, with 
the hoop, will be charged one shilling ” And thus, on 
the other hand, from Tewkesbury — “The burning of 
Thomas Paine’s effigy, together with the blessed effects 
of the present war, has done more good to the causo 
than the most substantial arguments ’Jhs amazing the 
increase of friends to Liberty and the spirit of inquiry 
that is gone abroad Scarcely an old woman but is 
talking politics .” 6 

Throughout this winter the most strenuous exer- 
tions had been made in France for the prosecution 
of the war The Committee of Public Safety, with 
Robespierre for its leader, seemed to imprint its savage 
energy on everything around it Above a million of 
Frenchmen — so, at least, was computed or guessed at 
— took up arms Thus e\ery frontier of tho new 
Republic was lined with numerous and ardent lene« 
The Army of the North, as it was termed, tint i«, in 
front of Flanders, was, including the garrisons, of f 
two hundred and fifty thousand men Its command *bad 
been entrusted to General Pichegru, while Geneml 
Jourdan was at tho head of tho Army of tho Moselle 


* geo tho Farlianieutary History, to! au pp C ? 0 aaJ S22. 
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On tlie side of tlie Allies the Bulcc of York lmd, in 
tlie montli of January, returned ^ to London for fresh 
instructions, accompanied by General Mack, an excel- 
lent officer on paper. By Mack there was formed a 
plan, most ingenious and most impracticable, for the 
next campaign. The siege of Landrecics was first to 
be undertaken, and then a combined march to Baris 
was to be made. Great hopes were, moreover, founded 
on the arrival of the Emperor at Brussels. It was 
thought that his presence might serve to restore the 
loyalty of his ill-affected subjects, and to compose the 
dissensions of his jarring Generals. But neither of 
these aims was effectually attained. 

In the middle of April the young Emperor reviewed 
his army in the plains of Gateau, where it is said 
that no less than one hundred and forty thousand men 
were mustered before him. But immediately afterwards 
these troops were parted for active operations. The 
■Prince of Saxe Coburg, as Commander-in-Chief, led the 
main body to the siege of Landrecics; the Duke of 
York with one division covered his right flank in the 
direction of Cambray ; while General Clerfuit, to pro- 
tect the frontier, took post on the side of Lille. 

While Landrecies was thus invested the Republicans 
were not at rest. They made several attempts to raise 
the siege. With great spirit they assailed the 1 ines of 
the Prince of Coburg, but altogether failed in piercing 
them. Still more unsuccessful was their onset on 
the position of the Duke of York at Troisville, vrhen 
they lost thirty-five pieces of cannon and at least d lP y 
thousand men, their chief, Chappuis, being 
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among the prisoners. On tlie other hand, General 
Clerfait, being attacked,* by Souham and Moreau, was 
defeated and driven back with loss to Tournny. Still, 
however, Landrecies, not being relieved, was compelled 
to surrender, with its garrison of four thousand men, 
after ten days of open trenches. 

The French were far from dispirited. Confident in 
their superior generalship and growing numbers, they 
resumed the offensive and crossed the Sambre. They 
gained an advantage at Turcoing on the ISth of May, 
and another on the 22nd at Pont-a-chin. In the former 
engagement the Duke of York was nearly surrounded, 
and owed his safety to the fleetness of his horse, a 
fact which, with a frankness well becoming a bravo 
soldier, was acknowledged by the Duko himself in his 
despatch. 

It was at this period that the French Convention by 
the instigation of Barcre passed a Decree well worthy 
the Mohawk Indians, from whom indeed the first idea 
of it may have been derived. It was argued that “ tlio 
slaves of York and George ” ought not if taken in battlo 
to escape with life. It was commanded that henceforth 
no quarter should he given to any English or Hano- 
verian soldier. Ko sooner had this sanguinary Decree 
reached the English camp than some excellent General 
Orders upon it wero issued by tlio Duko of York. “ His 
Boyal Highness anticipates the indignation and horror 
which have naturally arisen in tho minds of the hmvc 
trooi>3 whom ho addresses. Ho desires, however, to re- 
mind them that mercy to tlio vanquished j3 tlio brightest 
gem in a soldier’s character, and exhorts them not to 
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suffer their resentment to lend them to nny precipitate 
act of cruelty. . . . The British mul Hanoverian armies 
will not believe that, the French nation, even under 
their present infatuation, can so far forget their cha- 
racter as soldiers as to pay any attention to a Decree as 
injurious to themselves as it is disgraceful to the persons 
who passed it .” 7 

The generous confidence expressed in this last sen- 
tence was most justly founded. It is gratifying to learn 
that this inhuman Decree caused nearly as much dis- 
gust in the French as in the English camp. “Kill our 
prisoners!” said an honest serjeant to his officer, “no, 
we will never do that. Send any prisoner we make to 
the Convention, and let the Deputies shoot, him if they 
will, ay and eat him too, savages as they are .” 8 Thus, 
to the honour of the Republican army, this order was 
never executed, and on the fall of Robespierre it was 
one of the first to be rescinded. The whole transaction 
may serve to show how much thirst of blood there may 
often be in a civilian’s breast, and how much gentleness 
in a soldier’s. 

In the middle of June the Emperor set out on his 
return to Yienna with slight hopes of retaining the 
dominion of the Netherlands, and leaving his troops 
outnumbered and disheartened. General Clerfait and 
the Duke of York were in West Flanders, where they 
could not prevent Pichegru from reducing Ypres, and 
the Prince of Coburg was recalled 'to the Sambre by 


gister for that year, part ii. p. ICS. 

8 Thiers, Hist. Ecvol. vol. iv. 
p. 08. 


7 These General Orders, which 
bear date June 7, 1794, are printed 

at full length in tlxe Annual Ee- 
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the advance of Jourdan from the Meuse. Finding the 
French army invest Charleroi before him, Coburg de- 
termined to fight for its relief, but the battle which ho 
gave upon the plains of FJeurus on the 26th of Juno 
proved adverse to him and decided the campaign. 
Pichegra and Jourdan advancing in concert entered 
Brussels, and the recent conquests of the Allies, Lau- 
drecies, Condd, Valenciennes, and Le Quesnoy, wero 
rapidly recovered by the French. 

In the Mediterranean and in the Channel we had more 
success. The Corsicans bad risen in revolt against the 
French Republic. They had once more at their head the 
veteran patriot General Paoli, returned from his exile 
in London, where during twenty years ho had enjoyed 
the intimate friendship of such men as Johnson, Rey- 
nolds, and Burke. On his journey homewards, at tho 
commencement of the French Revolution, he had 
passed through Paris and been presented by La Fayette 
to the Constituant Assembly. Both there and in Cor- , 
sicn, averse as he was to civil war, ho had shown an 
honourable willingness to accept tho dominion vliich 
he found established. But the atrocities of tho Reign 
of Terror stirred up lu's countrymen and himself to 
arms. A meeting of deputies under the nemo of a 
Consulta was held at Corte, where Paoli nas proclaimed 
General in chief and a military force was provided. Of 
tho principal men in the island, some, like Tozzo di 
Borgo, took tho p’art of Paoli, whilo others, like the 
Bonapartes, adhered to France. 

In the first instance the success of tho insurgents wn 1 * 
complete. Thoy drove the few French troops from all 



the open country, and confined them to the three ma- 
ritime posts of San Fiorenzo, Bast in, and Calvi. And 
to complete their conquest they solicited aid from Eng- 
land. Accordingly after our evacuation of Toulon, it 
was to this quarter that the next effort of our forces 
was directed. Lord Hood with his fleet appeared off 
the northern coast. Sir Gilbert Elliot, as the King’s 
Commissioner for the Mediterranean, went on shore 
and held a satisfactory conference with General Puoli. 
In the result the English ships co-operating with the 
Corsican levies reduced first San Fiorenzo; next, in 
May, 179-1, the important town of Bast in, the capital of 
the island ; and lastly, after a long resistance, Calvi. 

It should not he omitted that in these three sieges 
much prowess was shown and much distinction acquired 
by an officer destined to become the greatest of our 
naval heroes, but as yet plain Captain Kelson of the 
Agamemnon. His zeal and energy — as also the vete- 
ran Lord Hood’s — stand forth in striking contrast, 
to the indecision and slackness which at this period 
had beset too many chiefs of our land service. Thus 
before the walls of Bastia General Sir David Dun- 
das, who commanded the troops, appeared upon the 
heights, hut, satisfied with having reconnoitred the 
place, returned to San Eiorenzo. “What the Ge- 
neral,” said Kelson, “ could have seen to make a 
retreat necessary I cannot conceive. A thousand men, 
would certainly take Bastia; with five hundred and 
Agamemnon I would attempt it. My seamen,” he adds,, 
“are really now what British seamen ought to be — 
almost invincible. They really mind shot no more than 
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peas ” General Dundas was far from liaving the same 
confidence. “After mature consideration,” thus lie 
wrote at this time to Lord Hood, “ and a personal in- 
spection for several days of all circumstances, local ns 
well as others, I consider the siege of Bastia, with our 
present means and force, to he a most visionary and 
rash attempt, such as no officer would be justified in 
undertaking Lord Hood replied that lie was ready 
and willing to undertake it at his own- risk. He did 
undertake it accordingly, hut neither from Dundas nor 
from another officer who at this time succeeded to tho 
chief command could he obtain any aid except only 
some artillerymen. “We are hut few,” said Nelson, 
“ but of the right sort ; our General at San Fiorcnzo 
not giving us one of the five regiments ho lias there 
lying idle.” 

Yet even unassisted see what Hood and Nelson 
could achieve. “ On the 24th of May, at daylight,” 
thus again writes Nelson, “there was exhibited tho 
most glorious sight that an Englisliman could ex- 
perience, and that I believe nono but an Englishman 
could bring about— four thousand fivo hundred men (tho 
garrison of Bastia) laying down their arms to less tlinn 
one thousand British solders, who were serving as ma- 
rines 1 ” AH this while General Dundas might he no 
doubt composing a most able despatch to the Secretary 
of State proving, by irresistible arguments, and on a 
full renew “of all circumstances, local as well as other 5 , 
such an exploit to he beyond all hounds of possibility.* 

9 Sco tho Lifo of Jsclson, by Southey, p. 7b 1857; 
rettisTCTr, toI, i. pp. 50-5 1. 
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On the fall of Bastia expression was forthwith given- 
to tlie common, nay, almost- unanimous wish of the in- 
surgents. They desired that the island should hence- 
forth he annexed to the Throne of England, hut ns 
another kingdom, and with a free Constitution of its 
own. A Council was employed in framing the articles 
of that Constitution with ample powers to a represen- 
tative assembly, and the sovereignty thus tendered with 
the title of King was accepted in Ilis Majesty's name 
hy Sir Gilbert Elliot. In his despatch on this occasion 
Sir Gilbert thus sums up the affair, or rather his own 
hopes of it : “ His Majesty has acquired a Crown — those 
who bestow it have acquired liberty.” 1 

In the British Channel a formidable Breach arma- 
ment was cruising. It had left the harbour of Brest in 
pursuance of orders from Paris, and for the purpose of 
protecting a large convoy laden chiefly with flour which 
was expected from America. The armament consisted 
of twenty-six sail of the line, equipped with great care, 
and having for its chief Admiral Yillaret Joyeuse. But 
his authority was often overruled by a Commissioner 
from the terrible Convention — Jean Bon St. Andre, 
who, though wholly ignorant of seamanship, and indeed 
at one time a Calvinist Divine, had come on board and 
assumed the tone of a great commander. Nor was the 
Admiral adequately supported by all the captains and 
crews. The French Bevolution had been the means of 
driving the best sea-officers from the sendee ; for 
under the influence of the new ideas every attempt at 

1 See this despatch, with some other papers on the same subject, in 
tBfe Ann. Eeg. 1794, pp. 95-111, 
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maintaining discipline in a slup of war was denounced 
by Jacobins at the seaports as savouring of aristocracy — 
as an inroad on the rights of the people It Ins been cal 

culated that even before the close of 1791 three-fourths 
of the officers of the Royal Marine had either retired or 
been dismissed Their place was supplied from the 
merchant service, with a very searching te^ as to 
politics, with a t cry slight test as to science and si ill 1 
The commander of our Channel Tlcet was at this 
time Earl Howe Like Lord Hood, that veteran chief 
had now reached the verge of threescore years and ten , 
hut it might bo 6aid of him os Nelson at the same period 
does say of Lord Hood, that, “upwards of seventy, he 
possesses the mind of forty ) ears of age, and he has 
not a thought separated from honour and glorj Lord 
Howe had also under him several gallant admirals, as 
another Hood, Sir Alexander, afterwards Lord Bndport, 
and Graves, and Gardner, botli subsequcntl) raised to 
tho peerage In the action which ensued tho Trench 
were superior to tho English by ono lme-of battle ship 
and considerable weight of metal That action, unlike 
most others at sea, does not dem c its name cither from 
the chiefs m command or from tho coast in sight, but 
is known m lustorj ns tho battle of the Tirst of June 
Soon after daybreak tho English ships boro down 
together for close action, and the on«ct uns begun b\ 
the English Admiral His object was to repeat the 
manoeuvre of Rodnoy in 1782, and break the enem) a 


" Sc* on theso points t! o “ R on des Peux 'Won Pcpt * 
venire d na Marin, par 1 Atmral do p 213 4 

LaGnmfcre partly in tbe Be vno 
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line. On tlie Trench side a heavy fire was opened 
against the English as soon as they came within range. 
But Howe in his own ship, the Queen Charlotte, oi 100 
guns, forbade his men from returning any of the volleys 
poured upon them until his pilot could place him along- 
side of the French Admiral’s ship, the Montague, of 
120 guns, the largest vessel at that time in tin; whole 
French navy. Thus piercing through the French line 
of battle, and closety followed by five ships of his own 
fleet, he drew nigh to the Montague. So terrific was 
the sight and sound on board the enemy’s flag-ship that 
Jean Bon St. Andre, who was wholly wanting in the 
high spirit of his countrymen, ran down for safety to 
the hold. It is to this that Mr. Canning alludes in his 
well-known song upon St. Andre : — 

“ Poor John was a gallant captain, 

In battles much delighting : 

He fled full soon 

On the first of June, 

But he bade the rest keep fighting l” 3 

The battle now raged furiously, both parties striving 
with their customary ardour. But after an hour’s con- 
flict the French Admiral gave way, and followed by all 
his ships still in sufficient order, made sail. One of 
his seventy-fours, Le Yengeur, went down during the 
action with many hundred men on hoard, as also some 
other nearly disabled ships that might perhaps have 
been seemed; hut still five were left as prizes, and 
brought home in triumph by Howe. 

8 Poetry of the Anti-Jacobin, p. 14G, ed. 1813. 

BI 


VOL. II. 



242 


LIFE OF FITT. 


Cmr, XVIII. 


This 'victory was most seasonable in its influenco on 
England. It proved our continued ascendency on our 
own element, as we love to call it, the sea; and it 
revived the spirits that were drooping from the ndverso 
or indecisive results of the last Continental campaigns. 
The joy in London and in some other cities was mani- 
fested by a general illumination for three successive 
nights. The joy at Court was manifested by a visit 
which the King, the Queen, and some of the Princesses 
paid to Lord Howe and the fleet at Spithead, when 
His Majesty presented to each Admiral and Captain a 
medal struck in commemoration of the day. Lord 
Howe himself received on that occasion fho further gift 
of a sword richly set in diamonds. Parliament was 
still sitting when there came the nows of this success, 
.and of that at Bastia. Votes of Thanks wero most 
cheerfully passed, and there was a voio also for a 
monument in Westminster Abbey to Captain Montagu, 
the only one of Howe’s Captains who had fallen. 

On the 11th of July the Session closed, and on tho 
same day another event of impoiianco was announced— 
the long expected accession to offico of tho Buko of 7 
Portland and his friends. This was another token of * 
the general desire for an united and vigorous prosecu- 
tion of the war. This was another token of the general 
disapprobation of tho doctrines which Mr. I ox had 
recently professed. Tho tlzird Secretaryship of State, sup- 
pressed at tho Peaco of 1782, was on this occasion 
restored. Thus while Lord Grenville continual to U> 
charged with Foreign Affairs, and Mr. Dmidos with 
War and Colonies, the Buko of Portland received the 
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Seals for tlie Home Department. Earl Fiizwilliam 
became Lord President, and Earl Spencer Lord Privy 
Seal; these vacancies being caused by the death of 
Earl Camden, and the retirement of the Marquis of 
Stafford. Mr. Windham became Secretary at War 
with a seat in the Cabinet. In the first instance he 
had been designed for Secretary of State, and the 
negotiations had for a long time continued on that 
footing. But at the very last the friends of the Duke of 
Portland grew anxious to give greater prominence to 
their former Premier ; Mr. Pitt acquiesced ; and His 
Grace was prevailed upon to accept the arduous post. 

Besides these appointments, two or three peerages, 
and two or three places of less amount, gratified some 
less leading members of the same connection. Thus 
Welbore Ellis became Lord Mendip, and Lord Por- 
chester Earl of Carnarvon. Among those who now 
became supporters of the Ministry without accepting 
any promotion for themselves, was a gentleman of 
most accomplished mind and most amiable manners, 
Mr. Thomas Grenville, brother of Lord Buckingham, 
and Lord Grenville, who up to this time had detached 
himself from the politics of his family, and been num- 
bered among the adherents of Mr. Fox. As further and 
outward tokens to the public of the new alliance, the 
Duke of Portland was invested with the Garter, and his 
eldest son, Lord Titchfield, received the Lord-Lieu- ' 
tenancy of Middlesex. 

It was moreover intended, and with no more than 
strict justice, to make a suitable provision both in rank 
and in fortune for Mr. Burke. Some time since he had 

hi 2 
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announced his approaching 1 retirement from the House 
of Commons, He had declared that he only lingered to 
see concluded the greatest object of his public life — the 
prosecution of Warren Hastings. Accordingly, his last 
appearance in the House was on the 20th of June/when, 
after long debate and two divisions, thauks were 
returned from the Chair to the Managers of the Im- 
peachment (they standing up severally in their places) 
for their faithful discharge of the trust reposed in them. 
Immediately afterwards Burke took tho Chiltem Hun- 
dreds. Then the Writ for Mnlton was moved, and in 
that representation, through tho continued friendship of 
Lord Fitzwilliam, his son was chosen to succeed him. 

It was now desired — I cannot say with truth to hononr 
Mr. Burke, but rather to honour tho pccrago by his 
accession to its ranks. There was also, as I havo heard, 
the design, as in other cases of raro merit, to annex by 
an Act of Parliament a yearly income to tho title during 
two or three lives. Already was the titlo chosen as 
Lord Beaconsfield. Already was the patent preparing. 
Just then it pleased Almighty God to striko tho old 
man to tho very earth by tho untimely death of his 
beloved son, his only child. Bicliard Burko expired on 
the 2nd of August, 1791. Thero ended Burke’s whole 
share of earthly happiness. Thero ended all his dreams 
of earthly grandeur. Thenceforth a Coronet was to 
' him a worthless baublo which ho must decline to wear. 
But of tho Ministers ho speaks as follows, in ono of tho 
last and greatest of his works : “ They have administered 
to me tho only consolation I am capable of receiving; 
which is to know that no individual w ill sufhr by w) 
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thirty years’ service to the public.” 4 In that long term 
he had contracted divers debts and obligations which 
his own scanty means could not discharge. And more- 
over, how doubly hard under the pressure of sorrow to 
have to cut down expenses and retrench from personal 
ease ! He therefore gratefully took what was freely 
and honourably tendered — a signal and suitable token 
of the Royal bounty. But the course that was designed 
will best appear from the correspondence that ensued. 
Here is Pitt’s first letter to Burke : — 

“ Downing Street, August 30, 1794. 

“ Dear Sir, 

“ I have received the King’s permission to ac- 
quaint you that it is His Majesty’s intention to propose 
to Parliament in the next Session to confer on you an 
Annuity more proportioned to His Majesty’s sense of 
your public merit than any which His Majesty can at 
present grant. But being desirous in the interval not 
to leave you without some, though an inadequate, mark 
of the sentiments and disposition which His Majesty 
entertains towards you, he has further directed me to 
propose an immediate grant out of the Civil List of 
1200Z. a-year (being the largest sum which His Majesty 
is enabled to fix), either in your own name or that of 
Mrs. Burke, as may be most agreeable to you. I shall 
be happy to learn your decision on this subject, that I 
may have the satisfaction of taking the necessary steps 
for carrying His Majesty’s instructions into imm ediate 
execution. 

“ I have the honour, &c., 

“ W. Pitt.” 


4 First Letter on n Regicide Peace, 1796. (Works, vol. viii. p. 206. 
ed. 1S15.) 
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Mr. Burke replied in two letters— the first ostensible 
and intended to be laid before the King, while the 
second expressed his personal thanks to Mr. Pitt. 

“ Beaconsfield, August 31, 1794. 
'“Dear Snt, * 

“This morning I received your very obliging 
letter of the 30th of this month, acquainting mo 
with His Majesty’s most gracious dispositions towards 
the remains of this a&icted family. 

“ You will be so kind as to lay me, with all possible 
humility, duty, and gratitude, at His Majesty's feet, 
and to express my deep and heartfelt sense of Ilis Ma- 
jesty’s bounty and beneficence, and the gracious con- 
descension with which His Majesty has been pleased to 
distinguish me ; at a time too when neither I, nor any 
person to represent me, can aspiro to the honour and 
happiness of rendering him any servico whatsoever. 

“ I have never presumed to apply for anything, I 
never could so far flatter myself as to think that any- 
thing done by me, in or out of Parliament, could attract 
the Royal observation. In some instances of my public 
conduct I might have erred. Few have been so long 
(and in times and matters so arduous and critical) en- 
gaged in affairs, who can be certain that they have 
never made a mistake. But I am certain that my in- 
tentions have been always puro with regard to tho 
Crown and to the country. It is upon these intentions 
that His Majesty has been pleased to jndgo of mv con- 
duct, and to reward them with his Iloyal acceptance 
and Royal munificence. I could wish for ability to 
demonstrate the sincerity of my hnmblo gratitude by 
futuro activo service. But I am denied this Riti-fnc- 
tion. My time of life, my bodily infirmity, and my 
broken state of mind, leavo me no other capacity than 
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that of praying. Which X do most fervently, for the 
prosperity and glory of His Majesty’s reign, and that 
he may be made the grand instrument in the hand of 
Providence for delivering the world from the grand 
evil of our time, the greatest with which the race of 
man was ever menaced. 

“I have the honour to be, &c., 

* “ Edm. Burke. 

“ P.S. For obvious reasons, iff? is indifferent to Jlis 
Majesty’s service, I should wish the pension on the 
Civil List to be made for Mrs. Burke’s life.” 

“ Beaconsficld, August 31, 179-1. 

“Dear Sir, 

“ I do not lcnow whether in propriety I could 
make my personal acknowledgments to a subject in a 
letter in which I was to return my thanks to the King 
for a favour derived from the Crown. But it would be 
full as contrary to propriety, and more contrary still to 
the dictates of my heart, if I were to omit my thanks 
to you very particularly for the kindness, the genero- 
sity, the delicacy with which you have conducted the 
whole of this business. 1 am obliged to such an archi- 
tect as you are for undertaking, not the reparation (that 
is impossible), but the conservation of a ruin. 

“ I cannot dissemble that what you have done is not 
only convenient but necessary to me. Nothing short 
of what I hear it is your plan to execute can give me 
such quiet as I am capable of enjoying during the few 
melancholy years, months, or perhaps week's that I may 
have to linger here. I should be sorry to leave just 
ci edit oi s unsatisfied, and just, obligations whollv unre- 
turned. I should be more miserable still than I am if 
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I were obliged to mis very unsuitable solicitudes and 
very mortifying occupations in my struggle with other 
less degrading but much sorer griefs. But you have 
done everything for me which can be done by any 
human hands. From these additional vexations (which 
had already begun to beset me) the present plan — that 
is, the gracious message proposed to Parliament and 
what the King is by law enabled to grant — will afford 
me what will be deemed a security for tho ndvnnco of 
some of the money ^jrhich will be necessary for my 
present repose, as the rest will suffice for my comforta- 
ble retreat after the meeting of Parliament shall have 
enabled you to propose the larger plan for my liberation. 
If I were to presume to suggest anything, it would bo 
the antedating the grant of the pension on the Civil 
List, for otherwise the 6tato of the payments there will 
hardly make the relief so immediate as I am snro you 
wish it. illy mind is much troubled, so that I do not 
know whether I express myself with any tolerable clear- 
ness. But bo assured that, express myself how I will, 
I feel just as I ought to do for your very noble proceed- 
ing on tliis occasion, and that it is impossible for any 
ono to wish more sincerely honour and success to your 
administration, and everything which can bo satisfactory 
to you ns a man or ns a statesman. 

“I have tho honour to be, with sentiments of tho 
most perfect gratitude and regard, &c., 

“ Edm. Burke.” 

Some further explanations passed on the detail* of the 
intended arrangement, the channel of communication 
being tho Rev. Walker King, a personal friend of 
Burke. In consequence Pitt addressed to Burke ft 
second letter in tho following terms 
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“ Downing Street, September 18, 1794. 

“ My dear Sir, 

“ It was not till yesterday that Mr. King had an 
opportunity of showing me your letter to him of the 
14th. I flatter myself I shall have best met your 
wishes with respect to the present grant out of the Civil 
List by directing it to he made out to yourself, for your 
life and that of Mrs. Burke, to commence from the 
5th of J anuaiy, 1793. With respect to the remaining 
part of the arrangement, which requires the assistance 
of Parliament, my idea of it lias been exactly what you 
understood, and it will he a very honourable and gratify- 
ing part of my duty to take the first opportunity of 
conveying the King’s recommendation for carrying it 
into effect. 

“ Believe me, dear Sir, 

“With great regard and esteem, &c., 

“ W. Pitt.” 

Burke replied as follows : — 

“ Beaconsfield, September 19, 1794. 

“ Dear Sir, 

“ The unfortunate inhabitants of this house are much 
obliged to you for the very kind and consolatory letter 
which I received from you this morning. You have 
conceived everything in a very kind and liberal 
manner, with regard to the lives, to the date given to 
the pension on the Civil List, and to your resolution 
to bring the message from His Majesty early in the 
Session. 

“ As for us, though we can feel neither this nor any- 
thing else with real pleasure, we feel it with very sincere 
gratitude. If I were to consider myself only, whatever 
w T as the most obscure and the least ostentatious wome 
be most suitable to the present temper of my mm-- 
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and what must continue the same to the end of my 
short existence. Whilst my dear son lived, there were 
certainly objects which I had at heart, the smallest 
desire of which, in my present forlorn state, would only 
argue the most contemptible vanity. As to other things 
I cannot be equally indifferent, nor indeed ought I. 

“My first object is tbe payment of my debts, that I 
may stand as clear with individuals as I trust I do with 
the public. I know this object enters into your plan. I 
am to say that these debts were stated by my son 
below tbeir real amount When I came to examino 
them with accuracy I found it so. He too was sensible 
of tills. But he was delicate with regard to yon and the 
public ; and having a resolute and sanguine mind, ho 
was willing to take his succession a little encumbered, 
and to trust to good management and good fortuno to 
support those debts, or to clear them off. I hope, how- 
ever, this affair has not been so much below tho mark 
as to make any serious difficulty in your arrangements. 

“ As to the provision to be made by Parliament, I 
wish for no augmentation in this respect If tho wliolo 
pension he made up to twenty-five hundred clear, to 
our personal case it is sufficient, without obliging ns Into 
in life to change its whole scheme, which, whether 
wise or justifiable or not, is now habitual to us ; and, 
in truth, wo are littlo in a condition to make any new 
arrangement Without therefore troubling you further, 
we leave tho whole matter entirely to your generosity, 
and your liberal sentiments. I am heartily sorry to bo 
thus troublesome. 

“ I have tho honour to he, 

“ With the most sincere respect and gratitude, Ac., 

« Bmr. Burke/* 

To Mr. Pitt theso now allies wero of high importance. 
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They rallied for the time around his standard one. and 
that the larger, share of tho Whig party. They gave 
him fresh strength in the country to resist the advanco 
of the Republican arms abroad, and of tho Republican 
doctrines at home. They gave him also in some cases 
the accession of considerable talents. The Duke of 
Portland indeed, viewed either as a statesman or an 
orator, was certainly not in tho first class. But he was 
justly respected as a man of probity and honour, and ho 
had considerable weight as once tho chosen Minister 
of the united Whigs. Therefore though tho King, 
referring to the Garter, might at that time write, “ I 
cannot see why on the Duke of Portland’s head favours 
are to be heaped without measure,” 5 yet certainly it 
was of high importance to connect His Grace with the 
Government. Lord Spencer was not conspicuous in de- 
bate, but, as I have already stated, he had very great 
ability in administration ; and Mr. Windham had already 
attained a foremost rank in the House of Commons. 
Born in 1750, of an old family in Norfolk, and Member 
for Norwich since 1784, he had also filled the office of Se- 
cretary for Ireland in the Coalition Government. In his 
character Windham has been described, and with truth, 
as the model of a true English gentleman. Fond of 
field-sports, and of all manly exercises, he applied him- 
self with zeal at his seat of Felbrigg to the county 
business. But in town he showed other tastes and 
talents not always combined with these. He delighted 
in scholar-like studies and in literary friendships, and 


5 To Mr. Pitt, Windsor, July 13, 1794. 
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attached himself in an especial manner first to Johnson 
and then to Burke. To all affairs, whether of public 
or private life, he brought a high, nay chivalrous senso 
of honour. His oratory was distinguished not only by « 
graces of manner, set off by his fine person and beam- 
ing countenance, but by ingenuity in liis arguments and 
fearlessness in his opinions. Sometimes he might be 
accused of affecting singularity, but never of courting 
power. 

This alliance of statesmen, formed with considerable 
difficulty, was in peril of disruption almost as soon as it 
was formed. There was a misunderstanding on the 
part of the Duke of Portland. Wien the third Secre- 
taryship of State was renewed, Pitt had resolved to 
divide as follows the duties and the patronago of late 
combined : — Dundns was to have tho Colonies and tlio 
East India Department, with the conduct of the war. 
The Duko of Portland was to have Great Britain and 
Ireland, that is above all the care of the internal peaco 
and police of the country. But either Mr. Pitt (lid not 
clearly explain this matter to the Duke, or tho Dufco did 
not clearly understand his explanation. It appeared at 
the last moment that His Grnco expected to hare the 
whole power and patronage which Dundns had lately 
possessed. Under these circumstances Pundas, in a 
generous spirit, desired to give way. But ho declared 
that ho should resign tho Seals, and relinquish the 
conduct of tho war. Pitt, in great anxiety and di«trc*S 
wrote to Dundns ns follows. Tho original is now pre- 
served, not at Melville Castle, but at Arnislon. 
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“ Downing Street., "Wednesday, 
« Deaf Dtjndas, July 9 (179-1), | pnst 1 1. 

“The Chancellor has sent me the letter which 
he had received from you, and I really cannot express 
to yon the uneasiness it has given me. I shall give 
up all hope of carrying on the business with comfort, 
and be really completely heart-broken, if you adhere to 
your resolution. Had I had the smallest idea that 
it would be the consequence, no consideration would 
have tempted me to agree to the measure which has 
led to it; and yet, after all that has now passed, it 
seems impossible for me to recede. Under these cir- 
cumstances you must allow me to make it a personal 
request in the strongest manner I can, that you will 
consent to continue Secretary of State in the way 
proposed. On public grounds, and for your own credit, 
I feel most sincerely convinced that you ought to do 
so ; but I wish to ask it of you as the strongest proof 
you can give of friendship to myself ; and of that you 
have given me so many proofs already that I do flatter 
myself you cannot refuse this, when you know how 
anxiously I have it at heart. At all events, let me 
beg of you to give me an opportunity of tailring it over 
with you. I dine at the Chancellor’s. Possibly you 
can contrive to come to town to dinner, and return 
in the evening. If you do, be so good as to call here, 
and we may go to Bedford Square 0 together. 

“ Ever yours, 

“W. Pitt. 

“ I hope, if possible, to get your answer before I go 
to St. James’s, and to be relieved by it from the anxiety 
I shall be under in the interval.” 


6 The Chancellor’s house, 15, Bedford Square. 
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Here is Dundas’s reply : — 

“ M? dear Sib, “ Wimbledon, July 9, 1794. 

"The letter I have just received from you has 
given me the most poignant concern. My only conso- 
lation is, that upon the perusal of the letter I wrote 
to you this morning, you must be satisfied that neither 
the public service nor your own comfort are at all 
concerned in the matter, whereas my feelings and 
public estimation would be deeply wounded by tho 
line of conduct you suggest. As for your receding, 
it is quite out of the question. Indeed, tho moment I 
heard the probability of a misunderstanding, which I 
first did from Nepean, ho can inform you that my 
resolution was taken to render it impossible that there 
should be any question about my situation. 

“ Yours over, 

“ Eexrt Duxdas” 

Mr. Pitt,, however, did not yield tho point. Going to 
St James’s, he induced tho King himself to address 
Mr. Dundns. 

The King to Mr. JDundas. 

“ St. James's, July 9, 1794. 

“ Mr. Pitt 1ms just informed mo of Mr. Secretary 
Dundas’s most handsomo conduct on tho want of the 
Duko of Portland’s clearly understanding tho foot on 
which ho is to hold the Seals of tho Homo Department. 
Though I do not quite approve of tho West Indies 
being added to tho Homo Department, I will reluctantly 
acquiesce in tho arrangement ; hut I at tho same time, 
in tho strongest manner, call on Mr. Secretary Dnmln 
to continue Secretary of State for the "War, namely, 
to keep up tho correspondence wherever the ' Tar ** 
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carried on. I have desired Mr. Pitt, who will further 
speak on the subject, to deliver this to i\lr. Secretary 
Dundas. ' “ Geobge R.” 

Going himself with this letter to Dundas, whom 
he found at dinner with his family, Pitt, again most 
earnestly appealed to his friend, and ho prevailed. 
“Here, then, I am still,” — so writes Dundas to his 
kinsman, Robert Dundas, Lord Advocate, — “ I must 
remain a very responsible Minister with a great deal of 
trouble, and without power or patronage, all of which I 
have resigned into the hands of the Duke of Portland.” 

There were also other friends of Pitt to whom his 
new alliance gave some concern. “ Have you no 
fears upon the subject?” said the Speaker to him. 
“ Are you not afraid that you might be outvoted in 
your own Cabinet?” The reply of Mr. Pitt, ns long 
afterwards recorded by Lord Sidmouth, was as follows : 
“ I am under no anxiety on that account. I place 
much dependence on my new colleagues ; and I place 
still more dependence on myself.” 7 

The month of July, 1794, in which the English 
Government was strengthened, beheld the French sub- 
verted. For some time past the authority of Robes- 
pierre had been in fact supreme. But several of his 
own colleagues in the Committee of Public Safety had 
become his secret enemies. Collot, Billaud Yarennes, 
and Barere were jealous of his power. Many others, 
both in the Convention and outside it, were weary of 


Life of Lord Sidmouth, by Dean Pellew, vol. i. p. 121. 
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his cruelties. At last the day of deliverance came. It 
mas Jong remembered in France as the "Ninth of 
Thermidor” according to the new Republican calendar, 
or according to ours the 27th of July. Tallicn led the 
attack on' the tyrant. Even the recent abettors of his 
crimes slunk one by one from his side. AVith Couthon 
and St. Just, the two colleagues of the Committeo who 
still adhered to him, Robespierre was outvoted in the 
hall of the Assembly, and overpowered at the Hotel do 
Ville, A pistol which lie discharged at Ms oun head 
failed of its fatal effects. Next day, still half alive, his 
broken jaw tied up in a crimsoned handkerchief, ho 
was drawn amidst the roar of liberated thousands to 
the avenging Guillotine. 

With this Man of Blood tho Reign of Terror fell. 
The Government which succeeded might not indeed 
deserve in other countries or at other times to ho called 
either merciful or wise, but it was both in a liigb degreo 
when compared to tho rule of Robespierre. The prison ' 
doors wero opened. The Guillotine ceased its daily 
work. The worst of tho recent Decrees were annulled. 
The Jacobins, who more than once rose in arms and 
fought in tho streets of Paris to recover their lost sway, 
were put down with a strong hand. And thus in some 
measure, though slowly, tho public confidence returned. 

But whatever might bo tho Government of the Re- 
public, tliero was no change in tho martial and enthu- 
siastic spirit of its armies. Towards tho Pyrenees ono 
body of French troops invaded Catalonia and another 
Biscay, putting tho Spanish forces to tho rout, and 
pushing forward, tho one to Figuerns and tho other to 
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Tolosa. Tims evo long the Court of Madrid, completely 
humbled, was reduced to sue for peace. Towards Italy 
the Sardinians were driven from the passes of the Alps. 
In Belgium, Generals .Tourdan and Bichogru, hi ready 
possessed of Brussels and of Ghent, paused only while 
the strongholds in their rear, as Landrecics and Oonde, 
were besieged and taken. In the beginning of Sep- 
tember they again pushed forward, compelling the 
Duke of York to retire beyond the Meuse, and General 
Clerfait beyond the Boer. 

At this period General Clerfait was in full com- 
mand of the Austrian army, having replaced the Prince 
of Coburg, who was held responsible for the failuro of 
the previous spring. But the evils of divided and not 
very effective leadership were only too apparent. They 
were strongly felt by Mr. Windham, who had gone to 
visit the English head-quarters, and by Lord Corn- 
wallis, who had recently returned from India, and who 
had been requested by Mr. Pitt to confer with the 
Imperial Ministers at Brussels. From neither were the 
reports in any' degree re-assuring. 

Under these unwelcome circumstances a scheme was 
framed by the English Cabinet that Lord Cornwallis, 
as enjoying, and justly, a considerable reputation, might 
be named Commander-in-Chief of all the forces that 
lately occupied Flanders. The new Lord Privy Seal, 
who had been sent on a special embassy to Vienna, was 
instructed to make this proposal to the Austrian Prime 
Minister. This was no longer Eaunitz, but Thugut. 
He was bom in 1739 ; the son of a shipper at Linz. 
The real name was Thu-nig-gut (Do no good), but tins, 
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as of ill omen, had been changed by Maria Theresa to 
Thu-gut (Do good). 8 

To this scheme, however, two obstacles arose. In 
the first place, the Duke of York declared that in such 
a case he must quit his post and return to England, 
and the King warmly approved the determination of 
his favourite son. 8 Next, the Court of Yienna showed 
n strong though not perhaps invincible repugnance to 
place a foreigner at the head of its armies. Bat 
perhaps the best summary of the state of affairs at that 
juncture is comprised in the two following letters from 
Mr. Pitt; the earliest in date, with only ono exception, 
that I have found among his papers as addressed by , 
liim to Lord Chatham : — 

“ Downing Street, Monday, Sept. 22, 1704. 
"My dear Brother, 

" I enclose you a letter which was left with mo 
this morning by Prigent, who is just como through 
Jersey from the army of the Chouans. The letter, I 
understand, is from Captain D’Auvergno. rrigent has 
brought with him the Count do Puisy, 1 ono of the 
Royalist Generals, whoso arrival is of course to bo kept 
if possible an entire secret. As tho Count do Puisy is 
unwell, I have not yet seen him ; but lord Balcarros 
letters speak of liim in high terms. If ho is to bo de- 
pended upon, his information will bo very valuable. 

“ Prigent’s general accounts nro that tho Royalist* 
arc in great force, and tho Republicans in very little. 


* S«> tho Ottttrreieh of Dr. E, Fept. 9. 1791. Mh !r» tho Dtt 
Vehso. to!, ix. p 78. MSS- and tbo hut !n mj Arpc"* 

» Tho Date of York to tho Ivin?, dtx. 

Sort. *> and tho King to Mr. Pitt, » This should ho rnUaje. 
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He is to put tlie particulars in writing. In the mean 
time I rather suspect exaggeration in his account, which 
was clearly the case in that which we had just received 
when I last wrote. Indeed the hearer of that intelli- 
gence turned out to be a person on whom there could 
be no reliance. When I know the result of the present 
intelligence more precisely, I will send it you. In 
the mean time I am not sure whether I am to under- 
stand from your answer to my former letter that the 
throwing in supplies would probably be executed by 
some of the cruising squadrons without Admiral Yande- 
put being employed in that service, or whether you 
meant that a part of any of those squadrons might be 
put under his direction for that purpose. Possibly the 
circumstances we may now learn may be material in 
deciding on that point as well as eveiy other part of 
the subject. 

“ Yours affectionately, 

“ W. Pitt. 

“ The accounts from Flanders continue, as you see, 
very unfavourable; and though the Duke of York’s 
retreat was, I believe, perfectly necessary, there is 
more and more reason to fear that his general manage- 
ment is what the army has no confidence in, and while 
that is the case there is little chance of setting tilings 
right.” 

“ Downing Street, Sept. 24, 1794. 
“My deae.Beothek, 

“ The Count de P.’s information, the detail of 
which he has promised to give me in writing, seems 
likely to be very material ; but it will relate only to 
Brittany, and not to Poitou. Supplies for the latter will 
still, I conceive, require a separate expedition. With 
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respect to Enttany, lie says lie can point out practicable 
places of landing either for troops or stores, both m the 
neighbourhood of St Cast and St Bneux, and will 
undertake that the Royalists shall bring a considerable 
force near the coast to receive them Ho gives very 
strong reasons for attempting to land some force, even 
a few thousand men, before the winter, and with that 
aid has no doubt of the Royalists maintaining them- 
selves till spring, when we may act on n larger scale 
Considerable facility mil certaml) anso from these 
operations being so near home, and I think the pros- 
pect seems at first view a tempting one, if we can find 
the force, which, though difficult, is, I trust, not impos- 
sible Windham will probably bo back in a feu days. 
It seems clear that if Lord Cornwallis lias the chief 
command, the Duke of York will come away cntirel) 
All the accounts, however, which we have reccncd of 
the Austrian Cabinet and army since wo formed the 
idea of sending Lord Cornwallis liavo made ns doubt 
whether, even if wo purchase their acquiescence in that 
arrangement, wo shall be sure of an) active exertions 
Lord Spencer lias therefore been instructed, if the 
Court of Vienna had not accepted tho proposal, not to 
press it further, and in that case we think we must 
look to more limited exertions on tho side of Danders, 
and turn our principal efforts to tho Trench coast. 

“Yours afTcctionatcl) , 

«« W. Titt m 

As regarded the accounts from tho Continent, no- 
thing, indeed, could bo more unpromising than the 
prospects of tins uncoale«cing Coalition J’rn c *in open!) 
withdrew from any active share in the war, and fought 
to open negotiations for a separate ponce Aw*tna» 
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despairing of the retention of Flanders, required 
as it were to he bribed to her own defence. It was 
only by means of enormous and repeated subsidies from 
England — one about this time of no less than 6,000,000?. 
— that any Austrian army after the first campaign was 
sent into the field. 

Meantime the French, in two main divisions, were 
pursuing their successes. On the 2nd of October 
General Jour dan, giving battle to Clcrfait at llure- 
monde, obtained a complete victory. The Austrians 
were driven in disarray across the Rhine, while the 
French in triumph took possession of Cologne and 
Bonn. To the left, General Pichegru, passing the 
frontier of Holland, besieged and reduced the important 
fortress of Bois le Due ; and the Duke of York, after 
several checks, found.it necessary to fall back behind 
the Waal. Holland was now in imminent peril. The best 
chance of saving it was, as Mr. Pitt conceived, to place 
the military operations under one general direction. 
With the King’s sanction he proposed to the Dutch Go- 
vernment, ’early in October, to offer to the Duke of 
Brunswick the joint command both of the King’s troops 
and of theirs. Under him it was understood that 
the Duke of York was still willing to serve. The 
Dutch acquiesced, and the offer was made accordingly, 
but the Duke of Brunswick declined. 

Six more weeks passed in Holland — six weeks marked 
by increasing difficulties from the rank and pretensions 
of the Duke of York, combined with his youth and 
inexperience. At this most critical juncture Mr. Pitt 
determined to risk the displeasure rather than neglect 
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the service of lus Master He addressed a letter to the 
King, no copy of which is preserved among Ins paper*, 
but the drift of which may be discovered from the 
King's reply 8 The object was to urge upon Hb 
Majesty the recall of his son from the command The 
King received this communication with para, naj even 
anguish of mind, but did not oppose it Earl} in 
December accordmgl} His Roj al Highness came bicb 
to England, leaving the English and Hanoverian troops 
under the command of the Hanoverian General Wal 
moden 

In the West Indies the war continued to ho waged 
An English armament had been sent to tins quarter, 
the ships under Admiral Sir John Jems, and tho troops 
under General Sir Charles Grej B} their joint 
exertions Martmico, St Lucia, and Guadeloupe were 
successively reduced. But somo regiments being then 
detached for a descent upon St Domingo, an openin'? 
was left to a squadron which had been despatched from 
Franco with about fifteen hundred soldiers on board 
These were under tho direction of "N ictor Hugucs a 
dolegate of tho Convention On tho other hand, tl e 
British troops in Guadeloupe woro thinned, not inenh 
by the detachment from them, but by the thro effect* 
of tho jellou fever Under such circumstances Victor 
Hugties succeeded in recovering that idamJ, inflicting 
dreadful seventies on tho members of the Itojoh t 
part} who fell into his hands, or, whenever he filled t > 
seizo them, burning and lajing waste their e-tatr*. 

* Sco nt tho closo of tliu rolumo tLo Kinj* Utter 
Nor 2!, 1701 
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CHAPTER XIX. 


1794. 

Riots in London — Crimps and Recruits — Prosocniions for Iligli 
Treason — Trials of Hardy, llome Tookc, and Thehvnll— Discom- 
fiture of tlio Government — Mr. Pitt’s efforts to strengthen his 
administration — Retrospect of Irish affairs — Interview between 
Pitt and Grattan — Correspondence of Pitt and ‘Windham — Pitt's 
“ Memorandum ” — Retirement of Lord 'Westmorland and appoint- 
ment of Lord Fitzwilliam as Lord-Lieutenant of Ireland — Meet- 
ing of Parliament — King’s Speech — Wilbcrforce’s Amendment 
— Subjugation of Holland by the French — Lord Cornwallis added 
to the Cahinot. 

In London the summer was marked by several riots, 
caused, if not by the reality, at least by the rumour, 
of “ crimping bouses.” Dens of this laud, in which 
men were caught and forcibly enlisted as soldiers, bad 
existed in England since the commencement of the 
war; as in Holland they existed even in time of 
peace for the service of the colonies. There the crimps 
were known by the expressive name of Seelen- Ver- 
kaufer, the “ sellers of souls.” There the horrors of 
the system have been described with terrible force in a 
well-known work of Nicolai . 1 

In London, as it , chanced, a young man named 
George Howe threw himself from an upper window 
in a court near Charing Cross and was killed on the 
spot. It was alleged that this was no other than a 


1 Selaldus Notiiariker, vol. iii. p. 42, &e., ed. 1799. 
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crimping house, and (lie report was implicitly believed. 
At tlie Coroner’s Inquest it appeared that this was a 
house of ill-fame, and had no connexion of any kind 
with the recruiting service. But meanwhile the mob 
^ had taken the law into their own hands. They demo- 
lished the inside of tliis liouso and damaged several 
others, and were proceeding to other acts of violence 
when, they were, happily without bloodshed, dispersed 
by a party of soldiers. 

These riots were renewed by another incident of a 
similar kind. At Banbury one Edward Barrett was 
brought up as a duly enlisted lecrait. But ou being 
presented he declared that he had been mndo drunk 
by two recruiting officers in London, inveigled into a 
public-house called the White Horse, in Whitcomb 
Street, compelled to sign an attestation, and robbed 
of his silver watch and silver shoe-buckles. This 
complaint being made in duo form, the two recruiting 
serjeants whom it involved were sent in custody to 
London. Thero was first an examination in Bow 
Street, and subsequently a trial at the Old Bailey. 
Upon the first tidings, however, of this caso the mob 
rose again. They wreaked their vengeance not only 
on the White Horse in Whitcomb Street, but on other 
houses kept for the recruiting service in JJoIborn, Bar- 
bican, and ClcrkenwclL Thcso disturbances, though 
stopping short of bloodshed, continued during several 
• days, and lmd they not been met with finance might 
have led to tlio samo results ns in 17S0. But on thn 
occasion the great city was effectually protected not 
merely by regular troops, hut by the newly-a' i -ociate<i 
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volunteers — “ those Aristocrats.” ns the Revolutionary 
party termed them. For at this period, in England 
as in France, “ Aristocrat ” -was the nickname they 
commonly gave not only to any men of rank and 
fortune, but also to any friends of lan* and order. 
These on their part retorted with the nickname of 
“Jacobin.” 

The reader will not fail to have observed that in 
Barrett’s case as in Howe’s, there was, as exerted by 
the multitude, true “Jedburgh Justice,” ns it used to 
be called upon the Borders. First comes the execution 
— then the charge accurately stated — and then, at last, 
the evidence ! When in due course the case of Barrett 
was brought on for trial, it then plainly appeared how 
much the anger of the multitude had been misdirected. 
It was shown, for example, that at the time when Barrett 
declared himself to have been robbed of his watch and 
buckles, he had neither watch nor buckles upon him. 
At last the Jury, declaring themselves quite satisfied, 
requested the Judge to spare himself the trouble of 
summing up the evidence, and returned a verdict of 
Not Guilty, Barrett being then in his turn sent to 
prison to be tried for perjury. 

The Revolutionary ferment in this country, as too 
plainly derived from France, was by no means most 
dangerous when it broke forth in riots and tumults ; 
it was far more to be dreaded when lurking in plots 
and conspiracies. Against the leaders of these, so far 
as they could be detected or convicted, the Govern- 
ment had determined to proceed with the utmost rigour 
by bringing them to trial for High Treason. Two 

VOL. II. n 
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cases of this land— those of James Watt and Band 
Dowme — came before the High Court at Edinburgh 
m August and September Both prisoners belonged 
to the Society of the Izie&ds of the People, acting 
in secret concert with tho Corresponding and Consti- 
tutional Societies in London. Both prisoners, as was 
shown, had been activo m tho preparation of pikes 
and other measures for a combined popular rising 
Both were found guilty, but Dowmo was recommended 
to mercy, a recommendation which was of course 
complied with Watt, on the contrary, was hanged m 
front of the Tolbooth 

In England the prosecutions for High Treason had 
begun much earlier, but were clogged hj greater 
delays Besides the eight persons sent to prison on 
tbs charge in Kay, there were m September fire more 
included in tho snmo indictment Among them was 
Thomas Holcroft, who had been a member of the “ Con- 
stitutional Society ,” and who, as n dramatic writer, is 
still remembered * 

While tbo trials were thus clolajed, tho pirta in 
Opposition did its utmost to deer) them All the«e 
plots, it was said, wero but linnginar) — tho mere 
offspring of popular creduht) and Ministerial malice 
And, ns it chanced, thcro was just beforo tbo trial nn 
incident which seemed not unfavourable to tlie-o views 
and which as such wns eagerly improved. Informa- 
tion was brought to tho Goa eminent that certain 


* 6« on t! li tl e letter j Pept *» IT* 1 1 •»I 1d 

of Holcrofl to Us daosUttr dated J 3fctao n tjr lluhtt, p. iCl 
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persons, obscure members of the Corresponding So- 
ciety, lmd formed a project to assassinate the King by 
discharging at him a poisoned missile through an air- 
tube. The persons thus accused were taken up and 
examined before the Privy Council, but no evidence 
was found sufficient to support so heavy a charge. 
From the first the story was received with the greatest 
ridicule. Perhaps it had even been devised with that 
view. It was called in derision the “Pop-gun Plot,” v 
and may be deemed to have had considerable though . 
indirect influence upon the public mind with regard to 
the now impending State Trials. 

Of these trials, the first to come on was that of 
the shoemaker Thomas Hardy. It began on the 28th 
of October before a Special Jury. Sir John Scott, as 
Attorney-General, opened the case. His speech, in- 
cluding the papers read, was of nine hours. It may 
be doubted — let me say in passing — whether speeches 
of such vast length arc ever of service to their cause. 
Many years afterwards a gentleman who had served 
on this jury said to Mr. Adolphus, “Sir, if even the 
evidence had been much stronger, I should have had 
great difficulty in convicting men of a crime when it 
took the Attorney- General nine hours to tell us what it 
was. 5 

In this long but able speech Sir John Scott declared 
that he would show the real object of the Corre- 
sponding Society, whose penman Hardy had been. 
That object was no other than to abolish the Kingly 

3 Adolphus’s History of England, vol. vi. p. 75, ed. 1843. 

N 2 
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office and to set up a National Convention as m 
France Tor his proofs Sir John relied m the first 
place on the papers which had been seized Tlie«o 
were for the most part of practical business and in 
guarded terms But there were also among them 
some base and infamous jests. There ins, aboio 
all, a mock playbill, which announced <( a new and 
entertaining farce called La Guillotine, or George’s 
Head in a Basket Vue la Liberty i Vtte la lUpub 
. hque t * 

Secondly, Sir John relied on numerous witnesses who 
had once belonged to the Society or been present at 
its meetings, and wbo stated what they had heard and 
seen There was John Cammage, for example, who 
could speak ns to the preparation of pikes at Sheffield, 
and who had been shown tko model of another spiked 
instrument called a « night-cat," intended to bo cast 
into the streets and tliero to arrest the progress of the 
cavalry * There was Georgo Sanderson, who answered 
as follows, in reply to JFr Law — “AYas any piece 
of good nows or anything they called good news 
announced at that timo by ono of tho members?— 
Yes, there was somo good news, as thoy termed it, 
announced tliat very night. AVhat was it 9 — A defont 
of part of tho British army , I do not recollect 
what,’ 4 

Another witness, iBdward Gosling, deposed as to the 

* Seo on thogo u nlgl t-c*»ta M on il o field of Huvnoeit'BrnX 
srauhr to tlio crate ho of Boot Ilowell « Ftale Trials, Tot 
lant (still ncconl ng to Fir Walter pp and CO 
Bcolt, dug up from timo to time * IUiL p 70“ 
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language addressed to him by Baxter, a most, active 
member of tliis Society. “For my own part,” said 
Baxter, “ I do not. wish tho King or any of his family 
to lose their lives, but I think they might go to Hanover. 
As to other persons, it must bo expected that, some 
blood will be shed. Some part icular persons have offered 
such insults to the people, that human nature could 
not overlook them.” — “Did he,” asked Mr. G arrow. 
“ name any of those persons ? — Ho named several ; I 
cannot recollect all ; Mr. Pitt was one, Sir. Dundas 
another.” 6 

All these witnesses, however, Mr. Dr.-dune, as Counsel 
for the prisoner, cross-examined with his usual skill. 
Some were involved by him in apparent contradictions; 
of others he blasted the credit by branding them with 
the name of spies. In the case of George Sanderson, 
whose evidence I just now cited, he framed one of his 
questions thus : “ What date have you taken, good Mr. 
Spy ? ” — “ I do not think,” replied the witness, “ that 
on such an occasion being a spy is any disgrace.” And 
here the Lord Chief Justice Eyre interposed : “ Mr. 
Erskine, these observations will be more proper when 
you come to address the Jury.” 

It is said that up to this time there had been scarce 
any instance in England of a trial for High Treason 
that had not been finished in a single day. But here 
the hour of midnight came before any great progress 
had been made with the Crown witnesses. It became 
necessary to adjourn, and the Court sat day by day 


G Howell's State Trials, vol. xxiv. p. 717 . 
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from the Tuesday to the Saturday. On Saturday, the 
1st of November, at two in tlio afternoon, Erskino rose 
for the defence. Ho spoke for seven hours, until at the 
last his own -voice, liis own strength failed him, and 
leaning for support on the table, he could only whisper 
to the J ury. But amidst tho breathless silence even 
his faint whispers could be heard. Never was tho public 
expectation, though high, moro fully answered. Never 
did his admix ablo talents as an advocate shine forth 
with brighter lustre. It may be said, indeed, that in 
these State Trials his great forensic fame attained its 
culminating point. Besides many collateral issues, all of 
which ho carefully wrought out, the main drift of his 
argument was to show that tho law of High Treason, 
inflicting as it did such tremendous penalties, required 
to bo most strictly and literally construed. It had been 
framed for the safety of the Royal life and person, not 
for tho defence of the Royal government. To conspire 
against tho King’s lawful authority — supposing for a 
moment such a conspiracy proved — was a crime of great 
magnitude which the law was open to punish, but it 
was not the crime alleged in the indictment — it was not 
High Treason as defined by the Act of Edward the 
Third. 

On the Monday and tho ensuing days the trial was 
resumed. The Duke of Richmond was summoned as a 
witness to admit the authenticity of his letter to Colonel 
Sharman in 1783, from which strong expressions urging 
a Reform of Parliament had been often add triumph- 
antly quoted in the Corresponding and Constitutional 
Societies. Lord Lauderdale, Mr. Sheridan, Mr. Philip 
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Francis, and some others bore witness to the peaceable 
conduct of Hardy and his friends so far as they had 
observed them. A second speech in behalf of the pri- 
soner was made by his second Counsel, Mr. Gibbs, after- 
wards Sir Yicary ; and the Solicitor-General, Sir John 
Mitford, in an address of ten hours replied on the part 
of the Crown. The Lord Chief Justice summed up the 
case with strict impartiality, and then on the eighth day 
of the trial the Jury, after retiring for three hours, 
brought in a verdict of Hot Guilty. 

It has been usual in State Prosecutions, when several 
persons have been sent to prison on the same charge, 
and when the trial of the first has resulted in his ac- 
quittal, to consider that decision as involving the fate 
of the next. But at this most critical period the mag- 
nitude of the interests at stake led the Government to 
a different course. It was determined to proceed with 
the trial of John Horne Tooke on the same charge, and 
nearly the same evidence. 

The second trial accordingly commenced. Erskine 
was again the Counsel for the prisoner, but the prisoner 
here took an active part in his own defence. With 
great delight did the old opponent of Junius and of 
Thurlow renew his intellectual Avars. He shoAved him- 
self as ever, ready, quick-Avitted, unabashed. Whether 
in the cross-examination of witnesses or in repartees 
against the Court, he indulged in many humorous 
sallies which the authority of the Judges could not 
check, and which were reAvarded by the laughter of the 
audience. Erskine, koAvever, made as before an earnest 
and impressive speech for the defence. Then came a 
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%v liolo host of witnesses, mustered perhaps for show 
rather than for use Mr Pitt and the Duke of Bich 
mond worQ summoned to state the part they had 
formerly taken in meetings and associations for the 
reform of Parliament. Pari Stanhope and the Per 
Christopher Wyvill gave testimony to the same trans 
actions from a different point of view Major Cart 
wnght spoke of the foundation and first steps of the 
Constitutional Society Mr Fox, Mr Shendan, Mr 
Philip Francis deposed that they had known Mr TooLe 
for many years, and had never found Ins opinions upon 
politics disloyal, nor even extreme He was wont, it 
seems, to excuse lumself for acting with men of much 
more vehement views by an ingenious though mcondu 
sive illustration, which, since he first devised it, has grown 
into common use “ If,” said Mr Tooke, “I and several 
men are m the Windsor stage-coach, we travel together 
o%> long as it may suit us When I find myself at Houns 
low I get out , they who want to go farther may go to 
mdsor or where they like , but when I get to Houns 

low, there I get out , no farther will I go, by , 

and hero the former clergyman uttered an oath 1 7 
In this case the Jury, having retired for only eight 
minutes, came back with a verdict of Hot Guilty Most 
of the remaining prisoners were now discharged without 
any evidence being offered against them But the 
Crown Lawyers resolved to proceed with a third tnaf 
tint of John Tlielwall, ^ho had taken a much more 
active part in the Societies than either Hardy or Horne 


7 See the evidence of Major Cartwright (Stato Trials, vol xxv p S30) 
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Tooke. He was vain of liis reputation as a lecturer, 
and it is said that lie proved a very troublesome client. 
At one time be was so much dissatisfied that lie wrote 
on a piece of paper wbicb lie throw over to Erskinc, 

“ I’ll be hanged if I don’t plead my own cause ; ” upon 
which his Counsel returned for answer, “You’ll be 
hanged if you do ! ” The result of the Trial, however, 
was the same. Again was Erslcine the chief Counsel, 
and again did the Jury acquit. 

Thus ended these Crown prosecutions. Through the 
whole course of them the feeling of the multitude ran 
strongly in favour of the accused. On the last night of 
the trials there were bonfires and blazing torches . 
through the streets, while the horses of Ersldne being 
taken from his chariot, he was drawn home amidst the 
loudest acclamations to his house in Serjeants’ Inn. 
There, with Gibbs by his side, he indulged in the plea- 
sure of one more parting speech from the windows. 
When in after years he was wont to boast of this ova- 
tion, some of his friends sought to mortify him by as- 
serting — perhaps untruly — that the patriots who took 
the horses from his carriage had forgotten to return 
them. 

The result of these trials was of course a great 
triumph to the Opposition and a signal discomfiture to 
the Government. Judging from their result, most of 
the later writers have arraigned then* policy. Yet it 
may be doubted whether such language and such acts 
as were proved against members of both the Societies 
could under any Government have been left unnoticed. 

It may be doubted whether even the prosecution of 

N 3 
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them, ending as it did in failure, •was not better for the 
State than mere silence or neglect would have been 
The loyal at heart, some of whom were misled and 
deceived, had now clear evidence laid before them of 
the true intent and meaning of one at least of these 
Societies The Revolutionary leaders might exult that 
they had, according to the decision of a Jury, kept 
within the law, Imt they must have felt that there 
were some further limits which they would not be 
allowed to overstep without imminent peril to them- 
selves And thus it may perhaps be said of the whole 
result that though the traitors were unpunished, the 
treason was prevented. 

Mr. Pitt at all events allowed no signs of disappoint- 
ment or vexation to escape him. He earnestly applied 
himself on the return of Lord Spencer from Vienna to 
give new strength to his administration. His brother, 
placed in 1788 at the head of the naval service/ had 
certainly in no small degree disappointed the public 
hopes. But he was personally a favourite with the 
Kin g Indeed on several points of politics his opinions 
approached much nearer to those of George the Third 
than to those of Mr. Pitt Thus, for example, Lord Chat- 
ham was no fhend either to the Abolition of the Slave 
Trade or to the enfranchisement of the Roman Catholics 

In the autumn of 1794, however, a new arrangement 
was effected Lord Chatham was transferred to the 
easy post of Privy Seal, while the direction of the 
Admiralty was entrusted to Earl Spencer. 

Another change of no less importance had been for 
some weeks in contemplation — a change in the Lord- 
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Lieutenancy of Ireland. But as it proceeded tin's de- 
sign was fraught with most serious difficulties, and nl- 
most a disruption of the new political alliance. 

Here, however, some retrospect of Irish affairs wjll 
he required. 

Ever since the advance of the French Bcvolut ion, 
Ireland had been one of the many sources of anxiety 
to the English Government. I have already had oc- 
casion to show in the trial of Hamilton Bowan how rife 
the secret societies had grown. But besides those the 
whole body of Boman Catholics, many of them most loyal 
subjects, deemed not unjustly the moment favourable 
for urging their pretensions. They had for their prin- 
cipal agent Mr. Theobald Wolfe Tone, and for their 
spokesman in the Irish House of Commons Sir Hercules 
Langrishe. From England they received all the aid 
that the genius and authority of Burke coidd give. In 
January, 1792, he published his celebrated letter to Sir 
Hercules, pointing out the impolicy of the continued re- 
strictions on the Irish Boman Catholic body. At the 
same time he sent over his son, Bichard Burke, as Se- 
cretary to their Committee in Dublin. Great ability was 
shown by the father, and great zeal by the son. , 

Thus supported, Sir Hercules Langrishe, even before 
the same month of January, 1792, had closed, brought 
in a Bill to remove some, the more prominent, griev- 
ances of his Boman Catholic fellow-subjects. He pro- 
posed that marriages between Protestants and Papists 
might be solemnized by Protestant clergymen, and 
should no longer incapacitate the husband from voting 
at elections. He proposed that attorneys might, if they 
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pleased, take Homan Catholics for clerks — that schools 
might bo opened without licence from the Ordinary — 
and that other such barbarous restraints upon education 
should cease At the same time he left untouched the 
higher question of the Roman Catholic franchise 

The justice of tho case was clear Clearer still, if 
possible, was the pressure of the times The motion of 
Sir Hercules was seconded by the Secretary for Ireland, 
Sir Hobart, and in Bpite of some High Protestant 
murmurs, the Bill passed both Houses with ease In 
this result we may readily trace the resolute will of 
tho Prime Minister of England To the mmd of Pitt, 
indeed, tho whole system of penal laws was utterly 
abhorrent He had reflected much on the position 
of the sister island, and desired to see both islands 
closely bound together on the footing of equal laws and 
equal rights. It is not too much to say of him, as Lord 
Macaulay has not forborne to say, even at the risk of 
some implied reflection upon Fox, that “ Pitt was the 
first English Minister who formed great designs for 
the benefit of Ireland.” 

With these convictions, and overruling all whispers to 
the contrary, Mr Pitt urged forward the far from willing 
Government of Ireland. The Earl of Westmorland, at 
that time Lord Lieutenant, was, as through life, an op- 
ponent of the Catholic claims, and leaned for support 
mainly on the High Protestant families Yet, under the 
influence of the master spirit in Downing Street, the 
Lord Lieutenant opened the Session of 1793 with a 
speech expressive of the King’s desire for “a general 
union of sentiment among all classes and descriptions of 
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His Majesty's subjects ; ” and ho added : — “ With these 
Mews His Majesty trusts that the situation of His Catho- 
lic subjects will engage your serious attention.” It is 
worthy of note that the Address of the House of Com- 
mons in answer to this speech was seconded by Mr. 
Wesley, who was afterwards Sir Arthur Wellesley, and 
at a later period the great Duke of Wellington. 

In pursuance of the intentions thus shadowed forth, 
Mr. Hobart, on the 4th of February, 1793, moved to 
bring in a Bill for the further relief of the Homan 
Catholics. Sir Hercules Langrislie, in seconding the 
motion, used some language worthy the correspondent 
of Burke, and almost worthy of Burke himself. “ Give 
them the pride of privilege,” he said, “ and you will give 
them the principle of attachment ; admit them within 
the walls of the Constitution, and they will defend them.” 

The Bill of Mr. Hobart was of a large and compre- 
hensive kind. It repealed all the penalties and dis- 
abilities affecting the education of children, or the 
succession of estates. It admitted the Homan Catholics 
to vote at' elections, taking only the oaths of allegiance 
and abjuration. It enabled them to hold civil or 
military offices, with the exception of a certain number 
that were specified in the Act. That list of exceptions 
was still too great, comprising as it did, for example, 
the offices of chief or puisne Judge and of Lord Lieu- 
tenant of counties. Still, as compared with the 
previous system, the progress was immense. 

So great, indeed, was this improvement, that it could 
not pass into law without considerable opposition. Hr. 
Patrick Duigenan, Professor of Law in the University 
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of Dublin, and a man of considerable learning, exerted 
himself against it rigorously, but in vain None 
perhaps, were less well pleased with it than some 
members of the Government itself, and especially the 
Chancellor, Lord Fit2gibbon, a man of powerful intellect, 
who had made many friends in his own, and many ene- 
mies in the opposite ranks As, however. Lord Fitz 
gibbon had no intention of resigning the Great Seal, he 
could only, for tlio present, mutter his displeasure and 
alarm 

In spite of these concessions — or rather, as Dr 
Diugenan would have said, on account of them— 
Ireland was far from tranquil. There, as in England, 
the leaven of the Trench Revolution was at work. 
Even the Committee for the Roman Catholic claims 
which sat in Dublin, intent upon a common object, 
did not remain united Richard Burke resigned his 
office of secretary, and returned to England m disgust 
Eaen before the Bill of Sir Hercules Langnslie, sixty- 
four of the most respectable members, including Lords 
Fingal and Kenmare, alarmed at the violence around 
them, withdrew from the Committee Other members, 
among whom the Hon Simon Butler and Mr Wolfe 
'Tone were conspicuous, with no more reserve than 
their own safety demanded, appear to have aimed at 
the establishment of a Republic on the model and by 
the aid of France 

Besides this schism of the Roman Catholic body, 
there were many other sections in Ireland, some within 
and some without the law There was the party of the 
Whig Club in Constitutional opposition to the Ministry, 
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and Laving for its leaders the Duke of Leinster, the 
Earl of CLarlemont, and Mr. Grattan. There was 
the faction of the “ United Irishmen,” which sought to 
blend the Roman Catholics with the Protestant Dis- 
senters, and to make of the whole an engine against. 
England. At Dublin there was an active band of 
agitators, at its head Mr. Hamilton Rowan and Mr. 
Napper Tandy, seeking to wrest the city into their own 
control, and with that view attempting the formation, 
on the French plan, of a National Guard. At Belfast 
there were gatherings from every part of Ulster to 
celebrate the anniversary of the taking of the Bastille. 
At Dungannon delegates from the province came 
together and concerted measures for a National Conven- 
tion to meet in the following September at&Atlilone. 

All this time, in many parts of the open country, 
gangs of depredators prowled. These were formed from 
the lowest class of the Roman Catholics, complaining 
of various grievances, as of hearth-money, county-cesses, 
and tithes; and known by divers names, especially 
“ Peep of Day Boys ” and “ Defenders.” The latter, as 
theh name implies, claimed to act only for their own 
protection, and on this plea, assembling at night and 
marching in small bodies, they broke into the houses of 
Protestants and took their arms. 

To these causes of distraction in the sister island 
we ought, in fairness, to add the unsoundness of some 
parts of the system which England was called on to 
defend. It was more easy to abolish the penal laws 
than to root out the feelings and tendencies which 
they had produced in both the subject and the ruling 
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classes There -were defects and abases, many and 
grievous, in every department of the State, such as 
could only be eradicated in the course of years. Take, 
for instance, the case of the Established Church There 
tho spirit was as different as possible from that of the 
present time The Duke of Norfolk himself, a convert, 
though certainly not a keen one, to the Protestant faith 
declared in the House of Lords that in many districts 
of the south or west of Ireland the Clergy, far from 
seeking to form a congregation, rejoiced in their 
exemption from anj It was, said the Duke, a common 
remark amongst them, " You have got a good Iivmar, 
for there is no Church in your parish ' 8 

Under all these difficulties the ruling men in Ireland 
as instructed from Downing Street, sought to blend 
conciliation with firmness In the same Session of 1793, 
m which they earned the Homan Catholic Belief Bill, 
they passed an Act to prevent the importation of arms 
or military stores and another Act to prohibit the 
appointment of delegates to unlawful assemblies, which 
was levelled against the intended Convention at Athlone 
Early in 1794, as I have already shown, Mr Hamilton 
Eowan was indicted for a seditious libel and found 
Guilty In April, the same year, the Kev William 
Jackson, who was acting as an emissary of Prance was 
arrested on a charge of High Treason, and, pending k& 
trial, was detained many months a close prisoner in 
Newgate 

Meanwhile, through the countiy districts the conduct 


8 Speech in the House of Lords May 8 l"9o 
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of tlie “ Defenders ” grew more and more outrageous, 
and less and less in accordance with their name. In 
the county of Longford, and some others, the gentlemen 
and freeholders found it necessary to combine and 
protect themselves; and they obtained leave to levy 
a sum of money by subscription, in order to raise and 
to maintain a troop of horse. 

In this anxious state of Ireland it seemed to Mr. Pitt 
that while avoiding any abrupt changes, great advantage 
to that country might be derived from the accession 'to 
office of the Whig chiefs in the summer of 179-1. Such 
an accession led almost as of course to a concert of 
measures with Mr. Grattan and his friends. Grattan 
had unhappily pledged himself not under any circum- 
stances to accept of office, but there might be a new 
Government of Ireland formed with his approval and re- 
ceiving his support. With this view it was contemplated 
to recall the Earl of Westmorland, if some other office 
could be found for him in England, and to send in his. 
place the newly-made President of the Council, Earl 
Eitzwilliam. This was a nobleman of excellent cha- 
racter and upright intentions, but whose abilities were 
estimated far too highly by his friends. It will appear 
from, a Memorandum which I shall presently insert, that in 
appointing him to Ireland, Sir. Pitt consulted the opinions 
of others much rather than his own. There was also an 
idea in some quarters that the son of Burke might go 
out as Secretary, but the untimely death of that young 
man in August, 1794, threw the appointment into the 
hands of Lord Milton, eldest son of the Earl of Dorches- 
ter. There was a further idea that Mr. George Pon- 
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soilby, as a chief of the Irish Whigs, might, m the event 
of a i,acanc}, become Attorney-General of Ireland In 
an) such case, the Duke of Portland as Home Secre- 
tary would bo the Minister in direct communication 
with his especial friends 

In the month of October, while these arrangements 
w ere pending, Mr Grattan came to London He met Mr 
Pitt for the first time at a dinner party given by the Duke 
of Portland According to Grattan’s report, “Mr Pitt 
sat by Sir John Parnell, talked a good deal to him, and 
seemed to like him much , but the Ponsonbys and the 
Grenvilles were cold and distant, and looked as if they 
would cut each other’s throats ” There is one remark 
of Mr Pitt here recorded which tends to prove that 
although he desired to enfranchise the Roman Catholics 
of Ireland, lie w as not quite at ease as to their future 
conduct Sir John Parnell was talking of the Irish 
Catholics, and rejoicing at their union with the Protest- 
ants, when Mr Pitt said, “Very true. Sir, but the ques 
tion is, whose will they bo ’ ” 9 

It was soon found, however, that Mr Grattan, and 
through him the Whig chiefs, required large conces- 
sions They wished to recall Lord Westmorland at 
once, whether or not any place could be found for huh 
at home They wished to remove the Chancellor, Lord 
Fitzgibbon They made a set at some other steady 
supporters of the Government To these terms Pitt 
felt that he could not in honour or in justice yield 
We find him write as follows to one of his most 
trusted friends — 


» Life end Tunes of Grattan, by bis son Henry vol ir p 175 



Mr. Pitt to Mr. Dumhu. 


“Downing Street, Tuesday night, 
“Dear Duxdas, (Oc:. l l), iTt'i. 


** Nearer home than Holland everythin”; looks 
ill. I enclose you a letter which 1 had from Windham 
to-day. ITis letter to Lord Fitzwillinm contain* d every- 
thing that I could have desired him to writ** ; hut I have 
seen him since, and I do not see that any progress is 
made towards settling the business on terms in which I 
ought to acquiesce. 

“I am fully determined that 1 will not give way 
either to Lord Westmorland’s recall without a proper 
situation for him here, or to Lord Fitr.gibhon’s removal 
on any terms. But though I cannot determine other- 
wise, it is dreadful that anything like personal conside- 
rations (though in fact they are not all so) should seem 
to mix at such a crisis as this. 

“ Yours ever, 

«w. r.” 

Lord Grenville in this transaction showed very great 
generosity and public spirit. lie was then at his newly 
acquired seat of Dropmore — a domain which in after 
years was so highly embellished by bis taste. Here 
is a letter sent from thence which Pitt received on 
the morning of the very day that he wrote, as wo have 
just seen, to Dundas. It will he noticed that in one 
passage Lord Grenville refers to a rich office for life — as 
Auditor of the Exchequer — which Mr. Pitt had shortly 
before bestowed upon him. 



284 


LIFE OF Firr. 


Chap. XIX. 


“My DEAR Pitt, “ Dropmore, Oct. 13, 1794. 

“ In ruminating over the Irish difficulty in the 
course of my ride here, and thinking of the various so- 
lutions which might he found, it occurred to me that 
supposing the principal point, that of the change of 
system, to he settled, as I think it may be, by explana- 
tion, the other might be solved by Lord Mansfield's 
taking my office, fie is quite equal to the official busi-, 
ness, and has words enough at command to take the 
ostensible lead in the House of Lords. Whatever ser- 
vice I can do there to you or to the cause we are em- 
barked in, you would equally command, and you might 
depend on my not neglecting that part of the business 
there which might be necessary in order to keep toge- 
ther your party in that House. 

“ I am not ignorant that the plan is liable to some 
objection, but it is out of all comparison preferable to 
the infinite mischief of breaking up a system with the 
maintenance of which the fate of the country seems to 
me to he in great degree connected. 

“ It would be wasting time to tell you how readily I 
should make such a sacrifice. You hare put me m a 
situation to be able to do it without bringing distress or 
even inconvenience of any kind upon myself, or one 
still dearer to me ; and even if you had not, I should 
not, at least I hope not, have thought that I ought to 
hesitate. The only thing I should feel in it that re- 
quired explanation would be just to be able to tell 
enough of the story to show that I retired for accommo- 
dation, and not to avoid the difficulties of the moment , 
and if I could explain this in the first instance, I could 
sufficiently show by my public conduct afterwards that 
I should not he backward in taking my share of t e 
public difficulties, whatever they are or may hereafter be. 
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“ Pray consider tills seriously. I am confident if you 
do so, you •will think this arrangement much more bene- 
ficial to the public interest at this crisis than suffering 
yourself from any predilection or partiality to me to 
incur the hazard and certain evil that must attend the 
bre akin g up such a system as you have just formed. 

“ Ever most affectionately yours, 

“ G.” 


The generous offer of Lord Grenville was not ac- 
cepted, nor even for one moment entertained. It seemed 
to Mr. Pitt, however, that a personal interview between 
Grattan and himself would bring matters to a clearer 
issue. Next morning therefore he wrote this note : 

“ Mr. Pitt presents his compliments to Mr. Grattan. 
He wishes much, if it is not disagreeable to Mr. Grattan, 
to have an opportunity of conversing with him confi- 
dentially on the subject of an arrangement in Ireland, 
and for that purpose would take the liberty of request- 
ing to see him, either at four to-day or any time to- 
morrow morning most convenient to Mr. Grattan. 

“ Downing Street, Wednesday, 

Oct. 15, 1794.” 

The interview thus proposed took place on the same 
day. Grattan found Pitt, as he described it, “ very plain 
and very civil in his manner.” As to the Lord-Lieu- 
tenancy, Mr. Pitt observed, “The question is, how shall 
Lord Westmorland be provided for ? ” As to measures, 
and above all the Roman Catholic question, Mr. Pitt is 
alleged to have stated his resolution as follows : — “Hot 
to bring it , forward as a Government measure ; but if 
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Government were pressed, to yield it.” In the biogra- 
phy of Mr. Grattan, by his son, it is stated that such 
were “the identical expressions.” But I think it cer- 
tain (although with the fairest intentions on Mr. Grat- 
tan’s part) that the latter clause must have been either 
imperfectly heard or imperfectly remembered. It is 
quite clear from the other documents upon this question, 
some of them dated only the next day, that Pitt was 
fully determined not to pledge himself or his Cabinet 
positively as to their future course. It is quite clear, 
on the best testimonies we can now obtain, that the as- 
surances given to various persons by Mr. Pitt in the 
winter of 1794 with respect to the Roman Catholic 
question went only, at the utmost, to his own favourable 
bias, but reserved in express words to his colleagues 
and himself full liberty to consider and decide on, as 
at the time seemed best, any measure that came to them 
from the Parliament of Ireland. 

Indeed I must observe that there is not, nor does 
there purport to be, any complete report of this im- 
portant conversation between the Irish patriot and the 
British Minister. In the passage referring to it from 
the biography of Grattan, the statements of tho father 
are greatly intermingled and blended with the reflections 
of the son. Now I am bound to say that these two things 
are to be very differently viewed. The statements of 
Henry Grattan the elder deserve our utmost respect. 
The reflections of Henry Grattan the younger all 
through liis five volumes are marked beyond all other 
things by the greatest possible degree of invective and 
vituperation against all whom ho dislikes. Twico m 
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this very passage does Mr. Grattan the younger declare 
his persuasion that Mr. Pitt intended “ to cheat,” and 
that he managed the House of Commons only “ by arts 
and money.” I hope that it will not be thought in- 
cumbent on me, as the biographer of Mr. Pitt, to add 
to this last passage even a single word of comment or 
reply. 

On the same afternoon, with a most scrupulous sense 
of honour, Mr. Pitt addressed to Mr. Grattan a second 
note. 

“ Mr. Pitt presents his compliments to Mr. Grattan. 
Having reguested that the conversation which Mr. 
Grattan has had the goodness to allow him might be 
considered confidential, he does not think himself at 
liberty to refer to it without being sure that he has 
Mr. Grattan’s permission; but he rather imagines he 
will have no objection to Mr. Pitt’s doing so as far as 
may be necessary in any explanation on the subject 
with the Duke of Portland and any other of his 
colleagues. 

“ Mr. Pitt’s anxiety to avoid any doubt on this point 
will be his apology for giving Mr. Grattan that addi- 
tional trouble. 

“Downing Street, Wednesday, Oct. 15, 1794, 
f past 5 p.m.” 

That Pitt was firm in his purpose will fully appear 
from the secret correspondence which passed next day 
between Windham and himself. 

Mr. Windham to Mr. Pitt . ' 

“ Hexe Sib, ' (Endorsed Oct. 16, 1794.) 

“ Jhave likewise talked with Mr. Grattan since 

Ills COllYPTRn tlfvn Tnfli xrrwt T *U ^ H for some 
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opening of better prospects. A very little would, I 
am persuaded, content them— I mean Mr, Grattan 
and bis friends, if the matter could be fairly brought 
as a question of their moderation. What might give 
an unfavourable appearance to Mr. Grattan’s conversa- 
tion was a suspicion in-his mind that more was meant 
than seemed to be declared ; that there was an objection 
to the system more than a tenderness about particular 
persons. I really believe that if the C. 1 2 could be given 
up, — 9 might be saved. But I don’t know, nor should 
I think, that there could bo any secret article about 
that, and any understanding upon the subject would be 
too delicate and dangerous. If you cannot make up 
your mind to expose him to the risk, I fear the thing is 
desperate, and with it, I also fear, any hope of quiet 
or safety in Ireland. The acquiescence of men in the 
situation of G. and his friends would he an effort of 
virtue too great to be long continued. 

“ I ought not to disguise from you either the probable 
effects here, great or small: it is proper they should 
be before you. Though I could sav nothing positive 
about myself till the return of Lord Spencer, yet it 
does not appear to me that it would be possible for mo 
to stay on the grounds on which the D. of P. and Lord F. 
would go out, nor do I conceive that Lord S. would 
be, with Tespect to himself, of a different opinion. 
How much I deprecate such an extremity on the public 
account, you will easily conceive, I assure you I 
should hardly do so less on account of tlio perfect 
satisfaction that I have found in the connexion as it 
has hitherto subsisted. 

“ Yours, dear Sir, with great truth, 

« W. Windham." 


1 The Chancellor (Fitzgibbon). 

2 In the US. an initial, or perhaps two letters, lot ulcgib c. 
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Mr. Pitt to Mr. Windham. 

“ Deal Sir, “ Downing Street, Oct. 10, 170-1. 

f< The move I consider every part of this unfortu- 
nate subject, the more I am (^nfirmed in the impossi- 
bility either of consenting to the Chancellor’s removal 
or of leaving either him or any of the supporters of 
Government exposed to the risk of the new system. 
What you say with respect to yourself, embitters the 
regret which, even without it, 3 should feel at the 
probable consequences of what has passed. My con- 
solation under all the difficulties will be that. 1 have 
nothing to reproach myself with in what has led to this 
misunderstanding; but I must struggle as well as 3 can 
with a distress which no means are left me to avoid 
without a sacrifice both of character and duty. Allow 
me only to add, that before you finally decide on 
your own line of conduct, 1 trust you will give me an 
opportunity of discussing with you without reserve the 
great public considerations which at this moment are 
involved in it. 

“ Yours, with great truth and regard, 

“W. Pitt.” 


Mr. Pitt to Mr. Windham. 

“ Downing Street, Oct. 3 0, 1794, 
“ Dear Sir, ' 4 past 5. 

Strongly as I stated to you my feelings in 
my last letter, I fear, on looking at your letter again, 
that I have stated them in one respect imperfectly. 
Besides the impossibility of sacrificing any supporters 
of Government, or exposing them to the risk of a new 
VOL, II. o 
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B)stem, I ought to add tbit the very idea of a new sys- 
tem (as far as I understand what is meant b) that term) 
and especially ono formed without previous commum 
cation or concert with the rest of the lunges servants 
heie, or ‘■with tlie friends of Government m Ireland, 
is in itself what I feelXt utterly impossible to accede 
to , and it appears to me to be directly contrary to 
the general principles on which onr union iris formed 
and has hitherto subsisted. 

“Painful as the whole subject is, I feel nevertheless 
that it is material to leavo no part of it liable to be 
misunderstood, and I therefore giv e ) on this additional 
trouble « Yours, &c , 

“W Pitt” 


It will bo seen that Pitt was full) determined to 
risk the resignation of his new colleagues rather than 
act with injustice to his old suppoi'ers lo set his 
determination on the several points be) ond doubt, and 
to make use of in discussion, lie drew up the follow mg 


Memorandum 

“ Much the best event of the present discussions 
would be some arrangement which avoided Loid Tit? 
william’s going to Ireland But if satisfaction is given 
on the other points, it is impossible to put a negative on 
Ins going If it were right to do so at all, it could onlv 
have been done by forming and notifying that deternii 
nation as soon as it was fnlly known what had been 
conduct of the party respecting this business hot 
] laving been done at first, there is no tenable ground on 
which it can be done now Even if the decision were 
still m our power, much as I should wish to avoid hi> 
going, I do not think it would be wise to break on that 
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ground. If so. it also follows Hint, facility must bo 
given to any reasonable arrangement. But before 
Lord Fitzwilliam can go, these four things are indis- 
pensable : — 

“ 1st. A full explanation that all idea of a new system 
of measures, or of new principles of govern men t in 
Ireland, as well as of any separate and exclusive right 
to conduct the department of Ireland differently 
from any other in the King’s service, is disclaimed ami 
relinquished. 

“ 2nd. Complete security that Lord Fitzgibbon and 
all the supporters of Government shall not be displaced 
on the change, nor while they continue to act fairly 
in support of such a system as shall be approved here. 

“ 3rd. That a situation shall previously be found 
for Lord Westmorland, such as may show on the face 
of it that he quits Ireland with his own free consent. 
This can only be from his having a situation in the 
Cabinet, or one of the great Court offices, or some re- 
spectable office which lias been held by persons quitting 
those situations. 

“ 4th. An adequate and liberal provision for Douglas, 
if the office of Secretary of State is not granted to him. 

“ If these points are arranged, and the change of 
the Lord-Lieutenant is settled, Lord Westmorland 
must be prevailed on not to press his recommendations 
to the Provostship and Secretary of State. 

“ W. P.” 


For above a fortnight longer the question continued 
in suspense. We find Loi’d Auckland — who was now 
residing at his house of Beckenham, and who, in 1793, 
had received an English in addition to his Irish peerage 

o 2 
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—express himself with considerable bitterness, and, as I 
think, considerable injustice, to Ins old political friends — 

“I have said we are like the man m the night 
mare, we feel the weight and horror, and yet sleep 
on The scramble of the Portland set is all in that 
style, the) look with horror towards Jacobinism, but 
in the mean time are absorbed in the old and sleep) 
game of patronage, in the pursuit of which they are at 
tins instant risking the convulsion of Ireland.” 

These words are taken from a letter to Hr John 
Beresford, dated October 23rd On the other side of 
the question Hr Grattan wrote as follows to a private 
friend — 

“ My deah M Can, “ Oct 27, 1794 

“ Had I anything to write, I should hare 
WTitten All I can say is, that nothing is determined 
at present Mr Pitt don’t agree to those extensile 
powers which we were taught to believe the Duke 
of Portland had However, I should not be surprised 
if it weie settled well at last, and that Lord Pitzw lllmm 
went over, nor )et would the contrary surprise me 
This week will decide 

“ Desire them not to write from Tmnehmch, for I 
hope to leave this on Monday or Tuesday next 
“ Yours most smcerel) , 

“ IT Grattu** 

In this controversy as finall) settled, Mr Pitt pre- 
vailed on ever) point, the Duke of Portland and his 
other W lug colleagues remaining m their place 15 The 
retirement of Lord Westmorland was dela)ed until 
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lie could be invested with a high Court ofiiec ns 
Master of the Horse. Then, and not till then, was 
Lord Fitzwilliam sworn in before the King as Lord 
Lieutenant. The Irish Chancellor was not. to be 
removed, nor yet any other holder of cilice in Ireland, 
unless for any act of insubordination in ofliee. It 
seems, however, probable that the Puke of Portland, 
who was always sparing of words and expressed himself 
with great difficulty even in private conversation, may 
have but very imperfectly explained this Inst, stipula- 
tion to Lord Fitzwilliam. Certain it is, as wo shall 
find, that Lord Fitzwilliam on reaching Dublin began 
to act at once in utter disregard of it. 

By the appointment of Earl Fitzwilliam ns Lord 
Lieutenant there remained the office of Lord President 
to fill. The King was gratified by the selection for 
that post of one of his personal friends and followers 
of the Coalition period, Lord Stormont, who had re- 
cently succeeded as second Earl of Mansfield. The 
following letter will best explain by what arrangement 
that nomination and Lord 'Westmorland’s were com- 
bined. It is addressed by Mr. Pitt to tbe former Lord 
Graham, now Puke of Montrose and Master of the 
Horse. 

“ My leah Puke, “ Hoi wood, Xov. 21, 1 79-1. 

“ Understanding that you are expected in town 
to-day, I take the first opportunity of writing to 
mention a proposal which I Hatter myself lias nothing 
m it likely to be unacceptable to you; and I know 
you m l be mclined to give it a favourable eonsidera- 
ion ,v eu tell you that it will furnish the only 
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means for relieving Government from an embarra s- 
ment of the meet serious nature With a view of 
Lord ritzuilliam's going to Ireland, there are circum 
stances tint lender it necessary for me to be able to 
open some situation of distinction for Lord West 
morhnd Lord Mansfield would be to succeed Lord 
ritzwilliam as President of the Council, and would 
relinquish lus office ot Justice General in Scotland 
Considering the rank and value of the latter office I 
am led to hope that you would not consider a grant 
of it foi life as an unfavourable exchange for the 
stuation which you now hold, and to which Lord 
Westmorland might succeed I uisli, however, nther 
to make the proposal to you on the ground of affording 
me at a very anxious moment a very essential accom 
modation, which I shall feel as an additional proof of 
the friendship and 1 indness winch I have aluays expe 
r enced from you 

“ Believe me yours sincerely, 

“ ia titt 


Thus remfoiced the administration met the Pirlia 
meni on the 30th of Dei ember The King m hb 
opening speech declared that, notwithstanding the ub 
appointments and reverses of the last campaign, he 
retained a firm conviction of the necessity of persisting 
m a vigorous prosecution of the war He announced 


Jus acceptance of the Cioun of Corsica, and the con 
elusion of a treaty for the marringo of the Pnnco of 
Wales with the Princess Caroliue of Brunswicl 

The Addresses in reply gavo rise to warm debates 
with some circumstances not vv holly in favour of d t 
Government Among the Peer', indeed there were 
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only tlie usual speakers of Opposition, as Lords Lans- 
downe and Stanhope, and the usual minority of ten or 
twelve. But in tlie Commons several members of 
great -weight had become inclined to peace from flic 
reverses of the last campaign and from the fall of 
Robespierre. F oremost among these stood Mr. Wil- 
berforce. In spite of the personal friendship which had 
lone: connected him with the Prime Minister, and of 
which he foresaw the too probable severance, he moved 
an amendment to the Address, advising an endeavour 
for peace. He was seconded by Mr. Buncombe, his 
colleague in the representation of Yorkshire, and sup- 
ported by Mr. Bankes of Dorset. In the division which 
ensued, at four in the morning, the amendment had 
only 73 votes against 216. But the secession of such 
men was of itself no inconsiderable aggravation to the 
troubles of the Ministry, and no light blow to the war 
party throughout England. Mr. Wilberforce has noted 
in his journal, “ When first I went to the Levee after 
moving my Amendment, the King cut me.” 3 

The doubts and misgivings of Mr. Wilberforce had, 
as was just, far greater "weight with the public than 
the continued denunciations of the war by its original 
opponents. Thus, on the 6th of January, Earl Stan- 
hope brought forward a motion against any interference 
in the internal -affairs of France, but with so much of 
ardour and so little of concert, that on dividing the House 
he was not supported by any other Peer. In conse- 
quence of this disappointment Lord Stanhope, though 


3 Life of Wilberforce, by bis Sous, vol. ii. p. 73. 
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up to that time one of the most active members of the 
House of Lords, wholly seceded from it during the nest 
five years. 4 

"While thus in the House of Commons the war party 
was enfeebled by the secession of Mr. Wilberforce and 
his friends, a blow still far more serious, still far more 
unexpected, was dealt on it in Holland. It was known 
that the armies had withdrawn to winter quarters. It 
was thought that the campaign had concluded. But 
as it chanced, the winter in that region set in with 
extreme severity, such as had not been felt for many 
years. The great rivers which form the barrier of 
Holland to the southward were frozen over, and 
seemed to invite rather than to guard against invasion. 
General Pichegru, who was ill at Brussels, hastened 
back to bis post. The French soldiers, displaying 
their usual alacrity for action, came forth with scanty 
clothing and rent shoes, but without a murmur, from 
their comfortable quarters. The ice being strong 
enough to bear them, they crossed with the greatest 
ease both the Meuse and the Waal. General Wal- 
moden with tlie English and Hanoverians fell back 
towards Deventer to effect their retreat by way of 
Westphalia. The Prince of Orango with the Dutch 
fell back towards Utrecht and Amsterdam. He sent 
to ash for a suspension of hostilities and to offer terms 
of peace, but both were disdainfully rejected. Then 
no other resource was left him. The French troops 

4 See tlio “ Public Characters ” honour with a motto, “The Jim®* 
of 1800-1801, p 125 A medal was nty of One, 1705,” 
struck on this occasion m his ® 
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pressed forward in overwhelming- numbers; and the 
French parly, which had been shuck down in 17S7, 
again raised its head. The Frinco relinquished the 
contest and embarked for England, while Piehcgni 
entered Amsterdam in triumph on the 1st of Pluvioso, 
as he termed it, or the 20th of January. 

Nor was this all. The greater part of the Dutch 
fleet was ice-bound in the Zuyder Zee. Against it 
some regiments of cavalry and light artillery were at 
once despatched by Pichcgru ; and for the first time 
perhaps in the annals of war did ships surrender to 
horsemen. Only a small number of armed vessels 
that lay in the outer ports could sail away to England 
as adhering to the House of Orange. A new Consti- 
tution was then proclaimed throughout the country, 
abolishing the dignity of Stadtholder, and setting up 
a democratic Republic under the dictation of the 
French. 

The rapid subjugation of the Dutch afforded two 
fresh arguments to the friends of peace in England — 
as evincing the power of the French arms, and ns 
freeing us from the obligations of burfhensomc allies. 
Nevertheless, large majorities in both Houses of Par- 
liament continued steady to the Minister. Motions 
tending to a cessation of the war were brought forward 
by the Duke of Bedford in the one House and by Mr. 
Grey in the other, but without the smallest success. 
A loan of 18,000,000/., requisite to carry on flic war, 
was cheerfully voted, and was negotiated at the rate 
of less than five per cent. Another loan of 3,000,000/., 
for the use of the Court of Vienna, was assisted by the 
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guarantee of England. Several new taxes were also 
imposed; one especially of a guinea a year upon every 
person who wore hairpowder, an impost which, from 
the -prevalence at the time of that silly fashion, would, 
according to Mr. Pitt’s calculation, produce annually 
the net sum of 2lO,OOOJ. 

In February of this year there was a change in the 
Mastership of the Ordnance. It had leen decided that 
the Duke of Richmond should be removed from it for 
the sake of concord in the Cabinet. But His Grace 
was continued on the Staff, and continued to give Ill's 
general support to the administration. 6 Indeed, not- 
withstanding their difference from time to time as col- 
leagues, ho retained the deepest respect for Mr. Pitt. 
Four years after Pitt’s death, we find the Duke accept 
the Presidency of the Pitt Club, and write ns follows to 
Mr. Rose : “ There is nothing I pride myself on so much 
a s having been the intimate friend of such a man.” * 

The vacant office of the Ordnance with the Cabinet 
seat were conferred on a meritorious public servant, 
Lord Cornwallis, who had also received some time before 
the Garter and a Marquisate. At the same time that 
Lord Cornwallis became Master General of the Ord- 
nance and a Cabinet Minister, the Duke of Fork was 
named Commander-in-Chief. 


* Tlie King to air. Pitt, Jan. 20, 1 8 Diaries, Jfcc., of the night lion. 

1793. | Geo. Hose, voj. ii. p. 220, cd. ISO 
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CHAPTER XX. 


1795. 

Precipitate measures of Lord Filzwillinm — Dismissal of Mr. B res for 
and Mr. Coolco — Addresses from Itoman Catholics and Protestant 
Dissenters — Mr. Grattan’s Dili — 1'ec.ill of Lord Filzwillium and 
appointment of Lord Camden — Biol in Dublin — Contentions in 
the Irish House of Commons — Dejection of Sir. Grattan's Bill — 
Foundation of Maynootli — Trial of the Bov. 5V. Jackson — Bro- 
thers the Prophet and his disciples — Marriage of the Prince of 
"Wales — Acquittal of ‘Warren Hastings — Provision for Burke — 
Distress in France and England — Anxiety of Tilt. 

We must now ftfter tin's brief interval revert to tlie 
Lord-Lieutenancy of Ireland. There is no doubt that 
the intentions of Lord Fitz william were upright and 
high-ininded. But some persons, perhaps less disin- 
terested than himself, were busy at his side. Even 
in December, 179-1, before the new Viceroy had left 
England, we find Lord Auckland predict that his new 
s ipporters would be “ restless to get a larger share of 
patronage.” It was again and again represented to 
Lord Fitzwilliam that certain persons holding offices in 
Ireland had too much power — that they would obstruct 
the new administration and overshadow the new Lord- 
Lieutenant — and that they ought to be removed. 
The persons thus aimed at were especially Mr. John 
Beresford, Chief Commissioner of the Revenue, and 
directing several other kinsmen in place, and Mr. 
Edward Cooke, the Secretary at War. 
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Under these circumstances the course for Lord Fitz- 
william to pursue seems clear and plain. He should 
have commenced his government and judged for him- 
self. He should have fairly tried whether the gentle- 
men in question were in truth, or wished to be, obstacles 
in lus path. If so, he might have laid their conduct 
before the Cabinet in England, or even perhaps after 
full trial have dismissed them himself. Instead of 
this, he chose to rely solely on the representations of 
others. There really is no answer to the plain state- 
ment of this part of the case os made in a private letter 
from the Chancellor of Ireland. “ One broad fact,” 
writes Lord Fitzgibbon, “ must damn him on this sub- 
ject for ever. He landed here on Sunday evening 
(January 4, 1795), and was confined to his room by in- 
disposition for the whole of the next day. On Wednes- 
day Mr. Bowes Daly was sent to you (Mr. Beresford, 
with a notice of intended dismissal). So that he had 
one day only to inquire into the multiplied acts of mal- 
versation which he alleges against you as his justifica- 
tion for wishing to remove you.” 1 

In sending notice of dismissal through his Secretary 
to Mr. Beresford and Mr. Cooke, Lord Fitzwilliam did 
his best to soften the communication. To the first he 
offered the full amount of his salary as retiring allow- 
ance, and to the latter a pension of 1200/. a-yenr. But 
both these gentlemen, then in the prime of life, wert- 
by no means disposed to retire from active service. 


1 Letter of Harcb 20, ITOi, oa published in tLe Beresford Correspond 
ence, \ol. u. p fcS. * 
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Still less were they disposed to brook any imputation, 
express or implied, upon their public elmraeter. Mr. 
Bercstord set out for London, there took counsel with 
Lord Auckland and his other friends, and earnestly ap- 
pealed by letter to the justice of Mr. Pitt. “T hope.” 
said Mr. Pitt to Pose, “there may ho some mistake in 
the statement, because it, would ho an open breach of 
a most solemn promise.” The Whip: friends of Lord 
b itzw illiam in the Cabinet could bv no means approve 
his conduct. It had been — so Lord Loughborough ex- 
plained to Mr. Grattan— -even apart from the merits of 
the question, most discourteous to Mr. Pitt. “ Supposin'* 
Mr. Pitt merely the First Commissioner of the Treasury, 
without the influence usually attached to that otlice, 
to have removed an oflicer in his department by a 
letter from the Lord-Lieutenant’s Secretary, would 
not have been agreeable to that respect which Ministers 
owe to each other.” 2 

In public measures Lord Fitzwilliam was equally 
headlong. The state of the Homan Catholics had been 
the subject of many anxious conversations in England. 
By the -Acts of the two last years they were freed from 
the Penal Statutes, but there still weighed upon them 
great political disabilities— above all as excluding them 
fiom 1 aihament and restricting their possession of 
aims. A measure for their complete equality on all 
points with the Piotestants was now* desired, thou°ii 
not as yet publicly proposed. Mr. Grattan was especially 


published in the Memoirs of Grat- 
tan, by his Son (vol. iv. p. 19S). 


2 Letter from Lord Lough- 
borough, dated Feb. 2S, 1795, and 
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charged tilth the conduct of their cause, and had great 
potter either to press forward ordelaj it The Prime 
Minister, though guarded in his language, was fnendh 
and comprehensive in Ins views Indeed it may he 
doubted whether an) one single member of the Cabinet 
m as at this time hostile to the measure on its merits 
The difficulty with all was only as to the means and 
time But these Mere not mere details On the con 
tnr> the) wore matters of paramount importance It 
might be a cause of peril it would certainly be a came 
of alarm, to male such momentous changes m the midst 
of a critical war Nor could a measure of complete 
Roman Catholic emancipation he carried through at 
that juncture u ithout the as ent or at least the ncqm 
cscence, of the main Pfotestant part) The feelings 
and u islies of that party if directly expressed could not 
he set aside at a time when so much treason was nstr, 
when so man) Republican conspiracies Mere bieuing 
when so much of combined exertion was needed to up 
bold the Tlnone 

Under these difficulties Mr Pitt and the Dul e of 
Portlaud conferred Mith .Lord Pitzwilliain before he 
Meat and, ns I liaie alread) in part explained it came 
to the following result The new Viceroi uns on 
no account to bring forward the emancipation of the 
Roman Catholics of himself or as a Ministerial 
measure It was highly desirable tint this question 
should be deferred until more tranquil tunes If, *h° w 
ever, the Roman Cathohcs tliemsehes, or Mr Grattan 
ns their champion, insisted on preying it at once, the 
■Ministers m England would deliberate pn tl e provisions 
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of the Bill so introduced., ami consider how far they 
could in prudence or in policy give it their support. 

Here again.- luid Lord Fitzwilliam been a man of 
ability, acting from deliberate judgment rather than 
from sudden impulse, the con me which lie should have 
taken seems very dear. On arriving in Ireland he 
should have felt his way. He ought, either to have 
shunned any public declarations on the point at issue, 
or have expressed in them his desire to reserve him- 
self until after some personal experience of the country 
and of office. Such was the course that lie might have 
taken ; the very reverse was the course that he took. 
Almost immediately upon his landing ho received ad- 
dresses from bodies of Homan Catholics and Protestant 
Dissenters, and in his answers was understood as inti- 
mating his agreement to their wishes. The con sc- 
qnence was that far from allaying he stirred the flame. 
Petitions to the Irish House of Commons praying for the 
complete emancipation of the Catholics poured in from 
every comity in Ireland. By the middle of February 
it was computed tliat the number of signatures to these 
exceeded half a million. 3 Mr. Grattan, even had he 
wished it, had no longer the power to hold back. On 
the 12th of February he moved to bring in a Bill enu- 
merating all the exceptions to complete equality and 
abolishing them all. 

The rash precipitation of Lord Fit z william. both in 
dismissing statesmen and in deciding measures was not 


3 See on this point the letter of Dr. Hussey in Burke's Correspond- 
ence, vol. iv. p. 277. 


'h < * 
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long in bearing bitter fruits Resentment and alarm 
took possession of the minds of the Irish Protestants 
They looked on the dismissal of their political friends 
as casting light upon the measure framed for their reli 
gious opponents, as revealing its true spirit and design 
All hope of their concert or even their acquiescence 
was gone Only two days after the motion of Grattan, 
the Chancellor wrote to his friend m London declaring 
that the King could not give his assent to the measure 
“without a direct breach of his Coronation Oath 
Whenever,” he added, “ Mr Grattan brings in Ins Bill 
and it is printed, I mean to send it o\erto England 
with comments m reference to British Statutes which 
certainly bind the King upon tins subject ” 4 

The King himself, it may be added, conceived from 
the first the strongest disrelish to the scheme In a 
Private Memorandum drawn up for Mr Pitt, and dated 
on the 6th of February, we find him argue at length 
against it, and call it (but might not that be m 
truth its praise?) “a total change of the principles of 
government which have been followed in that 1 mg* 
dom since the abdication of King James the Second 1 
Such scruples were by no means confined to the King 
alone They extended to man) of Pitt’s most zealous 
followers They extended to many even of tho'O who 
held office under him* These gentlemen had from the 
first viewed with jealousy the accession of the Portland 
part), and that jealousy was now inflamed to the highest 
pitch As one sample, among se\ eral othors, of this ft cl* 

* Letter in the Beresfonl Correspondence Vol n p 73 „ 
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ing on their part, I shall hero insert a letter which the 
Solicitor-General, Sir John Milford, addressed to Mr. 
Pitt — a letter which evinces, let me. say, in passing, 
the upright and independent spirit of the writer. 

“DeaFv Sik, “ Adclplii, Feb. 14, 1705. 

“ It is with much pain that I prevail on myself 
again to trouble yon on a subject which perhaps yon 
wish, if possible, to banish from your thoughts. Put 
the evident difficulty of your present situation, the soli- 
tude in which you seem to be placed amongst a throng 
of Cabinet Ministers, the ignorance in which I believe 
most of your friends are with respect both to your real 
situation and your intentions, and their apparent un- 
certainty whether you are not acting upon the impulse 
of the moment because you' are unwilling to look at the 
evil in its full extent, give me the greatest uneasiness. 
This uneasiness is increased by knowing that your con- 
duct of late has turned some warm friends into cold 
friends, or perhaps bitter enemies. I confess too that 
I "feel not merely on your account, but in some degree 
on my own. I have perhaps too much pride, and am 
not much disposed ' to brook disgrace, which I think I 
see fast approaching. As long as I shall hold the place 
I have, I will endeavour to discharge its duties to the 
best of my power ; and though conscious perhaps that I 
ought not to have taken it, and Avishing ardently that 
I had declined it, I shall be unAvilling to quit it in a 
manner distressing to you. But I shall not like to be 
told that I have kept it too long, and I perceive that 
the Attorney-General’s mind is labouring under the 
same difficulties. You must be aware that almost all 
your friends feel something of the same uneasiness. 
Many of them apprehend that AAhat they long ago fore- 
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toM lias at length happened ; that you are completely 
surrounded, that you stand in effect alone, that yon 
£ aiG no longer your own master, and that if you can 
extricate yourself from the chains prepared for you, 
} ou have not a moment to lose. What has happened 
in Ireland seems to be generally' considered hs a death- 
blow. I speak in some degree fiom rumour, in some 
degree from conjecture, but not entirely. 


“ In fairly giving you my thoughts, I believe I best 
piove myself 

u Faithfully' yours, 

“ John Mitford." 


But let us for a moment waive the scruples of the 
lung, or of a portion of his servants — scruples which then 
■were not publicly known. Let ns assume (no light 


assumption) that the Ministers could have overcome 
those scruples, and had been able to give to the Bill of 
Mr. Grattan their acti\e aid. Even on that supposition, 
considering how the Irish House of Commons was at 
that time composed, I do not think it probable that 
the Bill could have been carried through. Carried, at 
all events, it could not have been without a fremendoti? 
party battle — without a political conflict shaking Ire- 
land, and perhaps Great Britain also, to the very 
centre. Would it be possible to hazard that political 
conflict at a time when there were daily threats to 


Ireland at least of a foreign invasion? 3 right it not, 
on the other hand, be hoped that in such a ferment and 
against such obstacles the loyal majority of the Homan 
Catholics would themselves feel the propriety of a panic 
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on tlie part of tlie administration — of a desire to abide 
for the present by the large concessions of the two last 

vears ? 

%/ 

Moved by considerations such as these, and acting 
with entire unanimity, although -with great regret, 
the Cabinet in England came to the decision that 
Lord Lite william must be at once recalled. Lord 
Eitzwilliam himself had been much chafed even by 
the first objections both to the dismissal of Mr. Beresford 
and to the Bill of Mr. Grattan. On the 21st of 
February Mr. Pitt addressed to him a private letter, 
stating courteously but firmly his fixed resolution on 
both points. Eeceiving that letter, His Excellenc) 7, on 
the 25th summoned the Chancellor to his presence, 
and announced his determination to lay down his 
government and return to England within a very few 
days. The news was quickly noised on all sides, to 
the joy no doubt of the Protestant, but to the sorrow of 
the more numerous Bom an Catholic party. 

Lord Eitzwilliam, however, did not fulfil his threat 
of immediate departure ; he remained at Dublin until 
tlie 25th of March. The day of his departure was one 
of general gloom : the. shops were shut ; no business 
of any kind was transacted ; and the greater part of 
the citizens put on mourning, while some of the most 
respectable among them drew his coach down to the 
water-side. 5 A corresponding degree of aversion was 
showed a few days afterwards when the new -Vicerov, 
Lord Camden, arrived. Tet, as Mr. Grattan owned. 


5 Sec the Annual Register, 1795, p. 22G. 
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Lord Camden had considerable claims to public regard 
from the exalted character of Ins father, and he brought 
•ft \uth him a In mg sign of moderation in the person 
of Ins Secretary, Thomas Pelham, a gentleman who 
had been bred in Whig principles, and who had filled 
the same office during the administration of the Duke 
of Portland. 

Such considerations have no weight m troubled times 
When the new Lord-Lieutenant was sworn in at Dublin 
Castle there was a formidable not — which, however, 
the populace directed against their own countrymen m 
office They assailed the coaches of the Chancellor 
and Pnniate with volleys of stones , one stoDe striking 
the Chancellor on the forehead, and slightly wounding 
him over the left eye Another party attacked the 
new Custom House, but without success, desirous, as 
they phrased it, “ to extinguish ” Mr Beresford Their 
cry was “Liberty, Equahty, and no Lord-Lieuteuantl M 
and they were decked with green cockades 

In the Irish House of Commons there were fierco 
contentions Tho course of Lord Fifzwilham " 15 
eagerly discussed , and Mr Grattan spoke with ardour 
in. defence of his absent friend \ et he quickly found 
that the majority was by no means upon his side 
When at last, on the 4th of May, there came on tho 
Second Beading of his Bill, it was, after long debate, 
lejected, 84 members voting in its fax our, but ngam't 
it 155 Some writers, not well versed in tho practical 
working of our Parliamentary system, have assumed 
that a complete change had come over the Irish Ilon«e 
ot Commons, since, as they observe, on the 12th of 
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February no more than three members spoke against 
the first introduction of the Bill, and since they did not 
call for a division. These writers have overlooked 
the fact that the motion for leave to introduce a Bill 
often gives rise to hostile speeches, but very seldom 
to a hostile division; least of all when that motion 
proceeds from a man of eminent fame. 

In England, Lord Fitzwilliam, appealing to the 
judgment of the nation, published two letters of great 
length which he had addressed to Lord Carlisle. There 
were also two motions’ in Parliament on the subject 
of his recall, one by the Duke of Norfolk in which Lord 
Fitzwilliam himself spoke, the other by Mr. Jekyll, 
backed by Mr. Fox. Lord Grenville conducted the 
defence of the Government in the House of Peers, 
and Mr. Pitt of course in the House of Commons. 
Both declined a discussion of the circumstances as 
injurious at that time to the public service, and took 
then- stand on the undoubted prerogative of the King to 
appoint or to dismiss his confidential servants. 

It seemed probable at one time that this controversy 
would have been continued with even sharper weapons 
than the tongue or pen. A passage of Lord Fitz william’s 
published letters applied to Mr. Beresford the words 
“ imputed malversation ; ” Mr. Beresford gave his 
Lordship the lie direct; a challenge ensued; and it 
was only by the quick interposition of magistrates that 
a duel was prevented, when the parties had already 
met with pistols in hand . 0 Lord Fitzwilliam, after 

0 See Mr. Beresford’s own account of this affair in his Correspondence, 
vol. ii. p. 115. 
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the duel was prevented, said he need no longer scruple 
to make an apology, and made it in generous terras. 
Many pamphlets also came forth in confutation or 
corroboration of Lord Fitzwilliam’s, and chaiges of 
’11-faith and treachery were fteely levelled at the Govern- 
ment. But when calmly viewed, the ground for these 
charges is so slight that they do not seem to require 
any more detailed examination. A single fact may 
suffice in answer to them. The Duke of Portland, 
Lord Spencer, and Mr. "Windham were men of high 
feeling and unblemished honour. They had long 
been friends and allies of Lord Fitzwilliam. Yet they, 
with whatever reluctance, concurred in the necessity of 
his recall, and remained in office as the colleagues of 
Mr. Pitt. 

Thus was the prospect of equal laws in Ireland 
marred by precipitation on the one side and by pre- 
judice on the other. Thus did the hopes of a better 
system vanish like an airy dream. In one respect, anti 
one respect only, wero the schemes of Lord Fit-* 
william’s Government fulfilled in Lord Camden s in 
the establishment, namely, of a College for the educa- 
tion of the Roman Catholic priesthood. A Bill f° r 
that purpose was brought into the Irish Ilon^o ‘>f 
Commons on the part of the Government during the 
month of April, and it passed with little opposibon. 
The result was the foundation of Maynooth. 

Up to this time, and under the harsh repression o 
the Penal, Laws, the young men designed for Ih’ ' 
Orders in the Roman Catholic Church had been bron 0 ' 

*up in foreign colleges. Some few, who attained gren 
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eminence in after rears, had gone to Portugal ami 
•Spain. Tims, for example, Bishop Doyle (best known 
as J. lv. L., from the signature which he adopted in 
his political writings) had been trained at Coimbra, and 
Archbishop Curtis at Salamanca. But by far the 
Greater number went to Douav, »St. Omer, and other 
colleges in France. The Revolutionary torrent had 
swept these colleges away, and no others nearly as 
convenient could be found. Under these circumstances 
Archbishop Troy, on behalf of himself and the other 
Homan Catholic prelates, had presented, in 379-1, a 
Memorial to the Earl of Westmorland as Lord Lieu- 
tenant, representing the absolute necessity of some 
place of education for the Roman Catholic Clergy, 
and praying a Royal Licence for the endowment of an 
ecclesiastical academy in Ireland. The Memorial was 
favourably entertained, and the College of Maynoolh 
was instituted in the spring of the following year. 

The founders of this College, besides the manifest 
necessity of the case to the Roman Catholics, looked 
forward to great national benefits. They hoped that 
the Irish priests, if trained within the confines of 
the kingdom, would be the more certainly imbued 
with attachment to the Ring and Constitution. They 
hoped that this establishment, voted by Protestants 
for the sake of their Roman Catholic fellow-subjects, 
would be a pledge of peace and good will between the 
two communions. Certainly, at least considering the 
general assent with which the measure passed, they 
could not foresee that in after years it would be so 
bitterly denounced. 


. 1 ' * 
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But among tlio man) who have thus on ahstiactprm 
tuples denounced it, there are some, at least, who have 
paid regard in a spirit of candour to the special cir 
cumstances of the case They have been willing to 
consider how far in this transaction the national faith 
might be engaged The) bav e found that it was 
proffered as a boon to the Roman Catholics of Ireland 
at the aery time when their hope of equal rights 
derived from Hr Grattan’s Bill was dashed to the 
ground — at the very time when they were called on 
to make common cause with their Protestant brethren 
and jom in measures of resistance to the threatened 
Blench mansion Passed at such a time, and receded 
in such a spirit, I beheae that the foundation of Mai 
liooth does bear many features of a compromise or 
compact I am sure that it could not be cancdkl 
without some breach of the English honour and some 
disparagement to the English name 

In the midst of this political agitation of Irelanl 
there came on at Dublin after long delay, the trial 
for High Treason of the Bev William Jucl son lit 
was a native of Ireland and a clerg)mnn of tin 
Established Church, but for several )ears past a rc i 
dent at Pans It was his object to establish n concert 
of measures between the rulers of Tranco and the 
malcontents of Ireland But in lus negotiations be 
relied on an attorney of ill repute, named Cochavne 
who betra) ed lum to the British Government- Wht“ n 
he was brought to trial at Dublin Curran stood forth 
as his Counsel, but Cockayne appeared against h ,m IV> 
a witness, and bo was found Guilt) AVhen, on a 
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subsequent day, lie was again brought up to receive 
judgment, flic unhappy man. who had swallowed poison 
that same morning, sank down in the agonies of death 
and expired in the presence of his judges. 

A similar condemnation might have probably awaited 
his confederate Wolfe Tone, had he not, in June this 
year, anticipated an arrest by a timely escape to 
America. 

It is worthy of note how often we find the tidings 
of state revolution go side by side with talcs of super- 
natural power. The former seem to have a tendency 
to stir up in the human mind a craving or a credulity 
for the last. Thus, at the very height of the Reign of 
Terror, the cold heart of Robespierre warmed to the 
prophecies of a female enthusiast, Catherine Theot. 
And thus in England, at nearly the same momentous 
period, the public attention was seriously attracted by 
a male fanatic. This was Richard Brothers, a native 
of Newfoundland, and at one time a Lieutenant in the 
Navy. His imagination had become disordered by 
pondering over some dark books on the Apocalyptic 
prophecies. Supposing liimself to have received a Di- 
vine Commission, he assumed some lofty titles — “Ne- 
phew of God ” and “ Prince of the Hebrews.” He pre- 
dicted the speedy and complete destruction of London ; 
but on the other hand he promised to establish his 
kingdom in Jerusalem before the close of the year 
1798. Eor the support of these views he relied on 
divers signs, visions, and portents. Thus, for example, 
he declared that on one occasion he plainly saw the 
Devil sauntering in London streets. Here are his own 

VOL. ir. p 
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words : “After tin's I was in a vision, having the angel 
of God near me, and saw Satan walking leisurely into 
London .” 1 

Strange though it may seem, it is yet a common 
case, that pretensions even so wild as these found 
some ready believers among educated and accomplished 
men. Thus one of the greatest artists of that ago 
presented to the world a fine print of Brothers, with 
these words beneath : — “ Fully believing this to he the 
man whom God lias appointed, I engrave his likeness. 
— William Sharp/’ 

Thus again, Mr. Nathaniel Brassey Halhed, a gentle- 
man who had filled an office of trust in India, who had 
published a translation of the Gentoo Code of Laws, 
and who was now Member of Parliament for Lyming- 
ton, avowed himself a follower of the new Prophet. 
Twice in the Session of 1795 he brought the claims 
and the sufferings of Mr. Brothers before the House of 
Commons; but, having no seconder, his motions fell 
of course to the ground. 

So long as the visions of Mr. Brothers were confined 
to the world of spirits or to the land of Judrca, they 
might bo disregarded by the Government; hut the 
cose was altered when they took tho form of a printed 
notice to His Majesty in the following terms: — 

“ Tho Lord God commands me to say to you, Georgo 
the Third, King of England, that, immediately upon 
my being revealed in London to tho Hebrews as their 


7 Brothers’s Prophecies, part i. p. 41 , as quoted m a note to Sonthc J * 
Poems, Tol. ui. p, 90 , e<2. 1833 , 
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Prince and to all nations as their Governor, vonr 
Cro nil must be delivered up to me, that all your 
power and authority may cease.” 

On the 3rd of March the Prophet, was brought, before 
the Privy Council under a warrant from the Secretary 
of State. Subsequently a commission was issued to 
inquire into the state of his mind; and the verdict of a 
Jury having declared him a lunatic, he was sent to 
Bedlam. In l$0t> lie was released by an order from 
Lord Chancellor Erskine, and he survived till 1S2-J, not 
even then wholly destitute of followers. One of the 
last of these, John Finlayson by name, published, so 
lately as ISIS, a tract entitled “ The Last Trumpet and 
Flying Angel;” and in this tract we find him write 
as follows: “God gave me a dream and a vision of 
Mr. Brothers, who told me that he approved of all 
I had done, and lifting his two hands high over his 
head, he rejoiced mightily at all I had written and 
published.” 

On the Stli of April the marriage of the Prince of 
Wales with the Princess Caroline was solemnized at 
the Chapel Royal, St. James’s. Some months before 
Lord Malmesbury had been despatched to Brunswick 
to ask in due form the hand of the Princess and 
bring her over to England. Ho found the Duchess, 
a sister of George the Third, not a little elated at her 
daughter’s prospects. All the young German Prin- 
cesses, she said, had learnt English in hopes of be- 
coming Princess of Wales. 8 The bride herself, then 


p 2 


8 Lord Malmesbury's Diary, Nov. 22, 1791. 
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twenty-six years of age, made no very favourable 
impression on the experienced diplomatist. He thought 
that she had naturally in some degree both good 
temper and good sense, but was spoiled by ill examples 
and a faulty education. 

On the other side the prospect was quite as far from 
satisfactory. The Prince, in his conversation with the 
King which decided the proposal of marriage, had ex- 
pressed his desire to lead a moral and regular life . 9 
But he had little constancy in his good resolutions even 
if they were sincerely formed. It was rumoured by the 
public that a lady of high rank held over him at this 
time a paramount influence. With signal want of 
propriety in any point of view, the Prince selected tins 
very lady to meet his bride at Greenwich on her first 
landing, and to attend Her Boyal Highness in the same 
coach to St. James’s. 

His own first interview with the Princess was by no 
means such as could be wished. Lord Malmesbury, the 
only other person present, has described it Ho Bays 
that the Princess, according to the established form, 
attempted to kneel before the Prince when ho came in, 
that he raised her gracefully enough and embraced her. 
But immediately afterwards he turned round, retired 
to a distant part of the apartment, and calling Pord 
Malmesbury to him said, “Harris, \ itin not 
get me a glass of brandy.” 

Such then was the unpromising outset of this roost 
unhappy marriage. 


* Tie King to 3Ir. Pitt, Aug. 21, 1701. 
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In April Pitt, was confined by an attack of gout, which 
however in his own letters is treated very lightly. 

“ 'Wimbledon, Monday, April 20, 1795. 

“ Mv dear Mother, 

“Your letter, which I received on Saturday, 
found me recovering from a very moderate and regular 
gout, and able on that day to remove hither. Two 
days of quiet and country air have completed my cure, 
with the exception only of being probably obliged to 
■wear rather a larger shoe for some days to come. This 
last circumstance wall perhaps exempt me from the 
crowded drawing-rooms and balls which are* to bo re- 
peated in the course of this week. If it has this effect 
in addition to having already made me much better in 
general health, I shall have no reason to quarrel with 
my confinement. I have nothing very new’ to tell 
exactly at the present moment, and so many interest- 
ing occurrences of different sorts have been crowded 
into the last four or five months, that one should be at 
a loss where to begin or end the reflections they lead 
to. I look forward with much impatience to an interval 
of leisure sufficient to have the comfort of talking over 
with you the long history of this short period. It is 
too early yet to say whether I can promise myself that 
satisfaction in the course of this summer. I trust, 
however, it is not impossible, especially if the weakness 
and distraction of France, which seems likely to lead 
to the best solution of all our difficulties, goes on in- 
creasing as rapidly as it has done lately. 


“ Ever, my dear Mother, &c., 

“ W. Pitt.” 
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On the 23rd of April the House of Lords brought to 
a conclusion the long pending trial of Hastings The 
Indian topics which it involved had wholly ceased to 
attract the public interest There was only some stir 
from time to time at the able speeches made by the 
Managers of the Impeachment, and by Mr Law, the 
chief Counsel for the defence There had grown to bo 
a general feelmg that the Charges against Hastings 
were not sufficiently proved, or that even if they were, 
the length of the trial was of itself no inconsiderable 
penalty Burke indeed retamed against the cuipnt, 
for so he deemed him, all his early zeal He depre* 
cated with the greatest warmth all idea of concession or 
of clemency So early as the spring of 1794 wo find 
him urge Mr Pitt “ not to suffer the House of Com- 
mons to be dishonoured by the Indian faction ” 1 But 
almost every one else was weary of the trial and impa- 
tient for its close No more than tuent) moo Lords 
had of late attended to hear the evidence It was, 
indeed, as Burko in Ins letter calls it, “a miserable 
remnant of the Peers ” No more than twenty nmo 
Lords therefore thought themselves entitled to appc« r 
and vote when summoued in dye state to give sentence 
in Westminster Hall Of these, only six pronounced 
Hastings guilty on the Charges telatnc to Chcyto Sing 
end to the "Begems of Qiide On sojxio points tbo ma 
jonty in lus favour was greater still On some others 
Ins acquittal was unanimous Upon tins the prisoner 
(for so in legal phrase ho continued to be called) 

1 Letter of Mr Burke, dated March 14 1791 0 *tt P , P crs ) 
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directed to come into court. He came, and as on tlie 
first day of liis trial, he knelt down. Then the Lord 
Chancellor Loughborough desired him to rise, and ad- 
dressed him in these words : “ Warren Hastings, you 
are acquitted of all the Charges of Impeachment brought 
against you by the Commons and of all the matters 
contained therein. You and your bail therefore are 
discharged.” Mr. Hastings then bowed and withdrew. 

Thus did Hastings prevail at last over his accusers. 
But from the length of his trial his victory bore along 
with it nearly all the concomitants of a defeat. It was 
not only that his mind had been harassed and soured — 
that his fair hopes of some high office had been dashed 
— that the Coronet once rising in near prospect had 
wholly faded from his view. His own private fortune 
and the hoards, as they were termed, of Mrs. Hastings, 
had become exhausted by his lawyers’ bills and the 
other charges of his long defence. When he left the 
Bar of the House of Lords acquitted and set free, he 
was almost a ruined man. Then it was that the Di- 
rectors of the East India Company displayed the ge- 
nerous spirit which has seldom, if ever, been found 
wanting to any of their great public servants. They 
proposed to repay to Hastings all the legal costs of his 
trial, and to settle on him moreover a pension of 50001. 
a-year. Dundas, however, as President of the Board of 
Control, refused to give his consent. It could not be 
expected that a statesman who had taken a forward part 
in pressing the accusation of Hastings should readily 
agree to schemes for his reward. There was a long 
controversy and a final compromise. ' The Company 
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was permitted to grant Hastings an annuity of 4000/, 
and to advance to him a sum of money without interest 
The retired Governor General had, however, contracted 
m India some habits of expense and carelessness On 
several subsequent occasions he found it necessary to ap- 
ply to the Company for further assistance, which was on 
each occasion cheerfully afforded Boohs and gardening 
gave him all the solace that they can to an ambi 
tious mind He lived almost entirely at Daylesford, 
and survived to the great age of eighty five, dying in 
August, 1818, of n gradual and gentle decay 

In this Session Mr Pitt did not, as he had designed, 
bring down a Message from the King for a grant to 
Mr Burke He desired, if he could, to spare to the 
retired statesman the uneasiness of an angry debate 
And the means were, he found, in his power Certain 
West India Duties called the Four and a Half per Cent? 
— the same on which Lady Chatham’s pension stood— 
were still so far at the disposal of the Crown that a 
further annuity of 2500/ to Mr Burke could bo as- 
signed upon them without the need of any voto from 
the House of Commons 2 There w ns no delay in the 
payments, although the necessary forms were not com- 
pleted until October in this year Then did Bnrho 
write ogam to the Prime Minister, both to cxpre a s his 
thanks and to convey his counsels, and both in his ever 
admirable style 


* Life of Burke by Prior p 400 c<l 1S51 
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“ Beaconsfield, October 28, 1795. 

“ Deae Sie, 

“ I send you with tbis a letter of acknowledg- 
ment througli yon to tlie King for liis extraordinary 
goodness to me. It is ostensible, if you tbink it of any 
use that it should be so. 

“ You have signally obliged me. I am a. person in- 
capable of any active return for tbe services I receive, 
but I make some sort of amends for tbe inefficiency of 
a feeble body and an exhausted mind by tbe sentiments 
of a grateful heart. 

“You bave provided for me all I am capable of re- 
ceiving in tbe last stage of my declining life — that is. 
Repose. I bave only to wish yon all those good things 
which you can or ought to look for in tbe vigour of 
your years and in tbe great place you fill — much manly 
exertion and much glory attendant on your labours. 
Indeed you bave tbe prospect of a long and laborious 
day before you. Everything is arduous about you. But 
, you are called to that situation, and you bave abilities 
for it. I hope in God that you will not distrust your 
faculties, or your cause, or your country. Our people 
bave more in them than they exactly know of them- 
selves. They act on tbe condition of our nature. We 
cannot lead, but we wall follow if we are well led, and 
tbe spirit that is really in us is properly and powerfully 
exercised. There is one thing I pray for in your favour 
(for in you is our last human hope) — that you may not 
fall into the one great error from whence there is no 
return. I trust in tbe mercy of God to you, and to us 
’ all, that you may never be led to tbink that tbis war is, 
in its principles or in anything that belongs to it, tbe 
least resembling any other war ; or that what is called 
a peace with tbe robbery of France can by any plan of 
policy be rendered reconcilable with tbe inward re- 

p 3 
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pose, or -with the external strength, power, or influence 
of this kingdom This, to me, is as clear as the light 
under the meridian sun; anti this conuction, for these 
five jears past and in the midst of other deep and pierc- 
ing griefs, has cost me many an anxious hour at mid- 
day and at midnight 

“ I trust j ou are too discerning and too generous not 
to distinguish the faults of too earnest a zeal from an 
unbecoming presumption, though both seem to tahe the 
same course My anxiety has led me from the depth of 
tins melancholy retreat (which, however, the King’s 
goodness and jours renders moie quiet to me) to inter- 
fere by obtruding my poor opinion* on a person whom 
I confess and must feel to be, no less by nature than b) 
situation, much more capable of judging than I am 

“ I have the honour to be, with the most perfect 
respect and attachment, Ac., 

“Edm Bckke" 

Both France and England in this year were endur- 
ing great distress, even apart from the war which they 
waj:ed ajrnmst each other There was tlio crash of 
paper credit m Franca There was the pressure oi 
heavy taxes in England But moreover both nations 
at this time suffered grievously from dearth Tho 
havoc of war had laid waste great part of the com dis- 
tricts on the Vistula and Blunc, and the hanest of 
1794 had proved scant) in other parts of Europe 
Thus at Pans " Bread, Bread 1 " became tho favonnto 
watch- word both of the poorer clashes and of all who 
desired to overthrow the existing Government 1° 
England tho price of provisions continued to rise; there 
was severe distress through the winter, and m tliespn 11 ? 
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man} 7 ’ a dangerous riot. Thus at Birmingham in the 
month of June a mob of a thousand people gathered 
before a bakehouse and mill, which they proceeded to 
break open and plunder, crying “ A large loaf ! Are we 
to be starved to death ? ” It was necessary to call in 
the military force, and the disturbance could not be 
quelled without the lamentable loss of one life. Other 
disturbances, similar in kind, though less in degree, 
took place in Coventry, Nottingham, and other towns, 
and there was one upon the Susses coast where the 
Oxfordshire Militia was stationed, and in which men 
from that regiment joined. 

In July there w 7 ere tumults in London arising from 
another provocation, or at least putting forth another 
plea. There w r as the cry of illegal detention at the 
recruiting, or as they were called, the crimping houses, 
and two of these w r ere on two separate evenings at- 
tacked by a large mob. The doors were burst open 
and the furniture was burnt in the streets, while another 
band seized the opportunity to break, as the newspapers 
reported, the windows of Mr. Pitt in Downing Street ; 
but further mischief was prevented by the timely ar- 
rival of the City Associations and the Lambeth volun- 
teers, besides a party of the Royal Horse Guards. No 
lives were lost, but several persons were wounded and 
others trampled down. 

The newspaper paragraphs of the attack in Downing 
Street gave some alarm to Lady Chatham at Burton. 
She addressed to her son an anxious inquiry, and he 
wrote at once to re-assure her. 
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" My dear Mother, “ Holwooa, July 18, 1795. 

“ I have this moment received your letter, just 
in time to save the post by the return of the messenger. 
I take shame to myself for not reflecting how much a 
mob is magnified by report ; but that which visited my 
window with a single pebble was really so young and eo 
little versed in its business, that it hardly merited the 
notice of a newspaper. The ceremony has not been 
repeated since, and when I left town yesterday after- 
noon there was reason to believe that the disposition to 
disturbance which has appeared in some parts of the 
town was over, at least for the present. If it should 
revive, the precautions taken will, I am sure, prevent 
any serious mischief. 

“ This wind must soon bring accounts from Brittany, 
for which one must wait with anxious impatience, 
though with every reason to hope that they will bo 
good. When I parted with my brother yesterday after- 
noon, he had not quite fixed his day of setting out. I 
wish I could see a nearer prospect of fixing mine. 

“ In great haste, as you well see, 

“ Your dutiful and affectionate 
«W. Pitt.” 

It is plain that the real roots at this time of tho 
popular dissatisfaction were first tho high prico of 
provisions, and secondly tho unprosperous conduct of 
the war. But tho flame which had sprung from high 
prices was industriously fanned by the friends of French 
principles in England. The Corresponding Society 
again reared its head. The London press again poured 
forth a volley of publications — from pamphlets down 
to broad-sheets or placards — levelled at the Government 
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in Church and State, and arraigning it as tlie cause 
of the distress. In fairness it should be acknowledged 
that the great majority which took part in these publi- 
cations, or in the subsequent proceedings, desired to 
assail only what they had been taught to consider as 
abuses of the system. They had no wish to strike at the 
root either of the social order or of the Christian faith. 
Nevertheless there were some among them, and those 
not very few, willing and eager to gb the extremes t length. 
There was, above all, Thomas Paine, who had now 
returned to England, having been cast into prison and 
most narrowly escaped the Guillotine during the sway 
of Robespierre. His own danger had not sobered him, 
nor yet all the scenes of woe which he had beheld. 
On the contrary, his great object seemed to be to 
bring England into the same condition, civil and 
religious, as under the Reign of Terror in France. The 
worst and most unbridled of all his publications — the 
“ Age of Reason ” — was sent forth at this critical time. 

On the 29th of June, in the midst of the riots through 
the kingdom, a public meeting was convened by the 
Corresponding Society, and held in St. George’s Fields. 
There many thousands assembled. A vehement de- 
claim er, Mr. John Gale Jones, was placed in the Chair. 
As a kind of symbol, biscuits were distributed, embossed 
on one side with the words “ Freedom and Plenty, or 
Slavery and Want.” Addresses to the nation and to the 
King were moved and earned, as also a string of 
Resolutions. In these they predicted, very much in 
the style of Barere, that “ the voice of Reason, like the 
roaring of the Nemean Lion, shall issue even from the 
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cavern’s mouth ” They demanded annual Parliaments 
and universal suffrage as the undoubted rights of the 
people They deplored the high price of provisions, 
uluch they ascribed entirely to the present cruel and 
unnecessary war , the only remedy for tins and other ills 
being immediately “to acknowledge the bruo Trench 
Republic, and to obtain a speedy and lasting peace” 
They voted thanks to Citizens Erskrae and Gibbs for 
their eloquent defence of the prisoners m the recent 
trials, and thanks also to Citizen Earl Stanhope and 
Citizen Sheridan for showing them that they had “ one 
honest man in each House of Parliament ” It is cJeir 
from this last vote that Shendan uas at this time 
considered to go much greater lengths in his politics 
than did lus coadjutors Pox and Grey * 

Up nearly to this time it had been hoped tint a 
plentiful harvest might remove the mam cause of 
suffering and distress But notwithstanding the mid 
summer season, ue are assured that intense cold set m 
on the 18th of June This in the first pheo destroyed 
the sheep and lambs, more especially on the open plain*. 
It was computed that in Wiltslure not less than one* 
fourth of the flocl s had perished 1 

But this was not all The inclement weather con 
tinned and exerted its influence on the arable ns on t ho 
pasture lands. The inferior lands of gram wero indeed 
not deficient, and barley, above all, was reaped m abun- 

* A foil account of tbeso pro pnbl si ol in 179G Sec especially 
ceedings, and of the later ones on pp 90-108 _ 

the same si Ic is to bo foui dm 4 Ann Register 1793 Ciw* 
tho History of Two Acta, &c , as mcle, p 27 
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dance ; but a? regards wlient there was a second scanty 
harvest. The price of wheat. which in February had 
boon at the high rate for those times of f>SV\ a quarter, 
rose in August to the famine price of lUS*., and in. 
September was still at 7SV. 

Notwithstanding the alarms of this period. Pitt was 
enabled in the course of September to pass a few days 
with his mother at Purfon Pynsent. lie addressed a 
lively letter to heron the very day of his return. 

“ Downing Street. Sept. .'.0. ] 70.*>. 

“ My dear Mother, 

“ f J’he engagements I found on my arrival leave 
me just time for one line to say that J brought, the 
spoils of the Commerce table safe last night, to Pagshot, 
and reached town tins morning as 1 intended, after a 
journey very successful, and rendered very pleasant by 
t lie recollection of all the comfort and satisfaction of the 
few days preceding it. Accounts from Purlon will, I 
hope, soon give me the pleasure of knowing that you 
remain at least as well as I left you. You will probably 
have received by this time a full account of the naval 
campaign from Lord Pridport, whom I met on the road, 
and found disposed to complain a little of the length 
of his cruise, but looking, as I thought, much the belter 
for it. Pray remember me kindly to all your com- 
panions, among whom Eliot, I reckon, is by this time 
one - “ Ever, my dear Mother, See., 

“ W. Pitt.” 

At nearly the same time Pitt wrote a letter to his 
friend the Speaker, which closed with the following 
words : — 
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'* Sunday, Oct 4, 1795. 

“lam still sanguine that the Ime wo 

talked over will bring us speedily to a prosperous issue. 
I am going next Thursday for a week or ten days to 
Walmer, and hope to return with my Budget prepared 
to be opened before Christmas ; and if that goes off 
tolerably well, it will give us peace before Easter. 

“Ever yours, 

" W. P.” 

But although Mr. Pitt desired to calm his mother’s 
anxieties, and although he might look hopefully to the 
prospects of the foreign conflict — expecting to awe 
France into 'peace by the magnitude of his preparations 
— he viewed in truth the internal state of England at 
this time with deep anxiety. It was his opinion thit 
unless a strong arm were extended, the people might bo 
hurried by a temporary frenzy to excesses not far un- 
like to those of France Only a few weeks from this 
time, as he was supping at Ins own house m company 
with two close friends — Mormngton and Wilberforce 
he let fall this expression • “ My head would be off m 
six months were I to resign.” 5 

In this anxious and perturbed condition of the 
labouring classes, it seemed to Mr. Pitt and to his 
colleagues that Parliament should bo called together 
at an early period to consider e\ cry practicable measure 
of relief The Becess had only begun on tho 27 th 
of June, and was allowed to contmuo no longer than the 
29th of October. 


* Diary of W ilbcrforcc, Xot 1(5,1793 
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On the 2Gth, three (lavs before the intended opening 
of the Session, another Ideating, under the direction of 
the Corresponding Society, was held in a wide open 
space with a tavern and tea-garden called Copen- 
hagen House. It was said, though no doubt with 

v. v 

much exaggeration, that no less than one hundred and 
fifty thousand persons flocked together/’ Mr. Thai wall, 
Mr. Gale .Tones, and other orators made inflammatory 
speeches; and divers Resolutions, calling for “exe- 
cration” on the present Ministers, and demanding 
Universal Suffrage with Annual Parliaments, were de- 
clared to be passed. 


6 Sot* the History of Two Acts. &c., p. CS. 
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CHAPTER XXL 


1795. 

Congress at Basle — French advantages in the "West Indies*— The 
, Maroon war — English conquests in Asia and Africa — Projected 
descent on the western shores of France — - The Gboaans — Vo 
Puisaye — Landing at Quiberon — Fatal inaction — Bout and dis- 
tress of the Royalists— Executions — Comte d Artois — New Con- 
stitution proclaimed in France • — Insurrection in Paris — Campaign 
upon the Rhine- — Depreciation of Assignats — Meeting of Par- 
liament — Attack upon the King — Debates on tho Address— 
Measures to alleviate scarcity and to repress sedition — The Dube 
of Bedford and Lord Lauderdale — Pitt’s desire for peace. 

During the spring and summer of 1705 there was for 
the most part a lull in the military operations. Tho 
French rulers seemed to he satisfied with the rapid con- 
quest of Holland and the formal annexation of the 
Belgic provinces. They listened to overtures of peace 
from several Powers, and opened a Congress for farther 
negotiations at Basle. At home they were mainly in- 
tent on framing a new and less democratic Constitution 
— on pacifying La Ycndde — and on crushing the insur- 
rectionary movements of the Jacobins. 

Of all the Princes who had declared war Against the 
French Republic, the first to conclude peace was the 
Grand Duke of Tuscany. Tho treaty between then 
was signed at Paris on tho 9th of February. On ^ lC 
5th of April there followed the signature at BaJo of a 
peace with Prussia. By that treaty, far from honour- 
able to tho Court of Berlin, the French remained in 
full possession of their conquests to the left °f 
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Bhine. Another compact, also signed at Basle, a few 
weeks afterwards, stipulated the neutrality of the north 
of Germany. On the 12th of June the King of Sweden 
acceded to the Peace of Basle, and the same city on the 
22nd of July beheld the conclusion of a separate treaty 
with the King of Spain. By this last the French Hc- 
public agreed to restore all its conquests beyond the 
Pyrenees, while the Court of Madrid in return gave 
up its rights to the Spanish j portion of the isle of St. 
Domingo. 

On the other hand the English diplomacy was not 
inactive. The Court of Vienna was certainly gratified, 
and perhaps stimulated, by a new- Convention of Subsidy, 
and great efforts were made to obtain the active co- 
operation of the Court of Petersburg. There was even 
signed a Triple Alliance, less, however, for use than 
for show: 

The nominal cession of the Spanish half of Si, Do- 
mingo was by no means the only advantage gained by 
the French this year in the W: Indie-. Victor 
Hugues at Guadeloupe displayed a true Jacobin enr-j-gv. 
Turning his views of conquest to lie Engird) iriamF, he 
succeeded in kindling the fame- V Jt among the 
negroes, the Maroons, and the Cord V'j th their aid 
the French gained possession e: 5:. Lw h and bit. Vin- 
cent’s. In Grenada and I /. their etf.vb-. 


though at first successful, r 
might almost fancy that : 
Europe during the days of i 
the butchery of defencele'-s r 
of enemies’ graves — of red er. 


' 'Jiy ropuM-d. V'e 
cxe In v in Vie : ‘cm 
->~e, a-; we read 
--and IhevKwM 
trb-o.'oured owed- 
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— of flags inscribed xvitli “ Liberty, Equality, or Death,” 
— and of proclamations against “ the vile satellites of 
George — those infamous promoters of every kind of 
robbery 1 Dor rob they must, adds the discerning 
Victor Hugues, “that is the very principle of the 
English military service In such a corrupt govern 
ment no preferment can be obtained but for money, 
and money must be had, no matter by what means " 
The Declaration of Victor Hugues and his two col 
leagues at Guadeloupe, from which I extract this pas 
sage, is dated as follows “Port of Libert}, the 3rd 
day of Ventose, or 21st of February according to the 
style of slaves, in the third year of the French Republic, 
One and Indivisible ” 

Jamaica at the same period was exposed to constant 
alarm from the desultory but destructive b 1 irmishes of » 
the Maroons These, the descendants of the carl) set 
tiers in the Spanish times, Mere no slaves, but on the 
contrary had maintained their freedom in the mountntn 
fastnesses towards the centre of the island, their chief 
settlement being called Trelawney Town There were 
now some grievances on the part of the English, au<l 
some lures on the part of tho French On theeo the 
Maroons liad at once recourse to arms In l am did tho 
Earl of Balcarres, as Governor of Jamaica, make ever) 
effort to reduce them Ho was foiled again and agn a 
by their nimble escape and rapid re-nppearanco Tl on, 
in concert with the local Legislature, ho adopted a re- 
source which tho precedent of the Spaniards is "holly 
insufficient to excuse They sent over to Cuba and in 1 
ported a hundred blood hounds with thirty huntsmen 
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to trace and pursue the fugitive Maroons. It does not 
seem, however, that this savage expedient, though re- 
solved on and prepared, was actually- employed. Some 
reinforcements from England arriving at this very 
period, the Maroons grew inclined to peace, and a treaty 
was concluded. 

In Asia and in Africa during the course of this 
year our arms were also felt. The subjugation of 
Holland by. the French led the English to reduce the 
ancient colonies of that Republic. Ceylon, the Mo- 
luccas, and some others surrendered without a blow. 
To the Cape of Good Hope we sent a small expedition, 
the ships commanded by Sir George Elpliinstonc, and 
the troops by Sir Aimed Clarke. No more than sixteen 
hundred men of all anus could be set on shore, and 
the Dutch forces were much larger, but consisting in 
great part of burgher guards and Hottentots. Their ir- 
regular resistance was quicldy overpowered, and so this 
important colony was gained. 

But the hopes of Mr. Pitt at this time principally 
turned to a projected descent on the western shores of 
France. In La Yendee, ever since the fatal rout of 
Savenay, the civil war had smouldered rather than 
burned, and the Republic had lately concluded terms 
of pacification first with Ckarette and afterwards with 
Stoffiet. It was believed, however, that a new insur- 
rection would readily burst forth, including even the 
reconciled chiefs, as soon as a British fleet with a body 
of land forces on board should appear in sight of the 
French coasts. And meanwhile the civil war had spread 
on the north of the Loire. There had been to some 
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—of flags inscribed with "Liberty, Equality, or Death,” 
— and of proclamations against " the vile satellites of 
George — those infamous promoters of every kind of 
robbery! For rob they must,” adds the discerning 
Victor Hugues ; "that is the very principle of the 
English military service. In such a corrupt govern* 
ment no preferment can be obtained but for money, 
and money must be had, no matter by what means.” 
The Declaration of Victor Hugues and his two col- 
leagues at Guadeloupe, from which I extract this pas- 
sage, is dated as follows: "Port of Liberty, the 3rd 
day of Ventose, or 21st of February according to the 
style of slaves, in the third year of the French Republic, 
One and Indivisible.” 

Jamaica at the same period was exposed to constant 
alarm from the desultory but destructive skirmishes of * 
the Maroons. These, the descendants of the early set- 
tlers in the Spanish times, were no slaves, but on the 
contrary had maintained their freedom in the mountain 
fastnesses towards the centre of the island, their chief 
settlement being called Trelawncy Town. Them were 
now some grievances on the part of the English, and 
some lures on tho part of the French. On theso the 
Maroons had at once recourse to arms. In vain did tho 
Earl of Balcarres, ns Governor of J amnica, make ever) 
effort to reduce them. Ho was foiled again and again 
by their nimble escape and rapid re-appeamncc. Then, 
in concert with the local Legislature, he adopted a re- 
source which the precedent of tho Spaniards is wholly 
insufficient to excuse. They sent over to Cuba and )’ m * 
ported a hundred blood-hounds with thirty huntsmen 



1795. 


LIFE OF PITT. 


333 


to trace and pursue live fugitive Maroons. It docs not 
seem, however, that tliis savage expedient, though 10- 
solved on and prepared, was actually- employed, fcome 
reinforcements from England arriving at, this rery 
period, the Maroons grew inclined to peace, and a treaty 
was concluded. 

In Asia and in Africa during the course of this 
year our arms were also felt. The subjugation of 
Holland by the French led the English to reduce the 
ancient colonies of that Republic. Ceylon, the Mo- 
luccas, and some others surrendered without a blow. 
To the Cape of Good Hope we sent a small expedition, 
the ships commanded by Sir George Elphinstone, and 
the troops by Sir Aimed Clarke. Ko more than sixteen 
hundred men of all arms could be set on shore, and 
*' the Dutch forces were much larger, but consisting in 
great part of burgher guards and Hottentots. Their ir- 
regular resistance was quickly overpowered, and so this 
important colony was gained. 

But the hopes of Mr. Pitt at this time principally 
turned to a projected descent on the western shores of 
France. In La Vendee, ever since the fatal rout of 
Savenay, the civil war had smouldered rather than 
burned, and the Republic had lately concluded terms 
of pacification first with Charette and afterwards with 
Stofflet. It was believed, however, that a new insur- 
rection would readily burst forth, including even the 
reconciled chiefs, as soon as a British fleet with a body 
of land forces on board should appear in sight of the 
French coasts. And meanwhile the civil war had spread 
on the north of the Loire. There had been to some 
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extent a popular rising in Brittany The insurgents 
of that province were known by the name of leg 
Chouans, a word of doubtful origin, but said to be 
corrupted from chatJiuant, the night owl, to denote 
their secret signal in their nightly expeditions 
The name was not the only difference between the 
insurgents of La Bretagne and those of La Vend e 
In the latter it had been the revolt of a brave and loyal 
peasantry stirred beyond endurance by the cruel wrongs 
of their priesthood and their King In the former the 
peasants were no less brave and no less loyal But 
with these there was a large admixture of outlaws and 
marauders, ever ready for some deed of rapine or of 
private vengeance Upon the whole then tho insur- 
gents north of tho Loire did not muster en mass?, 
to form an arm) , but prowled about in small hands for * 


some special object It was not so much a province 
which bad risen as a province which was read) to rise 
In the ranks of Les Chouans tho leading influence 
belonged to Comte Joseph do Puisayc Do had been 
at ono time a member of the National Assembly and 


was distinguished both for conduct and courage Soon 
discerning that tho bands of Brittany could not of them 
selves achieve any great Loyalist end, ho had fixed htf 
hopes on tho co-operation of England, and with that 
view, bidding his friends bido their time, himself w 
paired to London m tho autumn of 1791 ^ 

w'ho has been accused of coldness and dMrust to e 


Emigrants m general, showed to tho Com to do Fui^y 
both esteem aud confidence Do Pii!=a\o bee one th 


ruling spirit of the intended enterprise, and h« tr> 
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even now afford the best materials for its history. 
Having been bequeathed by him to the British Mu- 
seum, they were received by that institution in the year 
1829. They form no less than one hundred and eigh- 
teen volumes, comprising some few letters of Mr. Pitt. 

The plan of M. d’e Puisayewns to conduct an English 
squadron to the coast of Brittany — that squadron to 
have on board some French Royalist troops, and at 
then head a French Prince of the Blood. In further- 
ance of these views the English Government had taken 
into its pay several bodies of French Emigrants — now 
grievously reduced in numbers — that had lately been 
serving on the Rhine. An active officer, M. d’Hervillv, 
e nlis ted some more from among the fugitives of Toulon 
and the Breton prisoners of war. On the whole there 
*' were ready to embark upwards of three thousand men, 
besides a second division of about twelve hundred which 
had not yet arrived from Germany. The English Go- 
vernment, in addition to its earlier advances, supplied 
ten thousand guineas in gold for the military chest, and 
there had been fabricated by order of M. de Puisaye a 
large number of Assignats, distinguished by a private 
mark and designed for a ready circulation. 

To obtain a Prince of the Blood might seem a much 
easier, but was in truth a more difficult task. The exiled 
Royal Family of France was at this time much divided. 
Monsieur had retired from the Rhine as the Republican 
armies- advanced, and had fixed liis residence in the 
states of Venice, at Verona. He continued to take the 
title of Regent during the minority and the captivity 
of . his nephew, Louis the Seventeenth ; and he sent 
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forth as his Envoys to the various capitals men of the 
highest rank among the Emigrant nobility, as the Duke 
d’Harcourt to London, and the Duke d’Havrd to Ma- 
drid. With divers malcontents at Paris he carried’ on 
an active correspondence, and they had formed them-, 
selves into a secret Committee for the management of 
his affairs. The Comte d’ Artois, on the other hand, 
was ever moving from Court to Court or from camp 
to camp. Thus, for instance, he had travelled to Pe- 
tersburg, where the Empress Catherine showed him 
great marks of honour, but gave him no substantial aid. 
He did not by any means hold the same opinions nor 
yet correspond with the same persons as his brother. 
Detached from both of these, the Prince of Condii had 
still under his command some three thousand Emigrants 
in arms, and continued to wage war upon tho JMunc 
with more spirit than success. 

It was the wish both of Mr. Pitt and of M. do Pofeavo 
that the Comte d’ Artois should lead the projected ex- 
pedition. The Prince did not refuse, but mado diffi- 
culties, and hung back. Many of the officers around 
him wished to land in La Vendee rather tliau in Brit- 
tany, and seemed to think it beneath them to go night* 
owling — de chouanner — as they said. 

It was also wished that, except as regarding ri‘ e 
Comte d ’Artois, the strictest secrecy might bo observed- 
But this secrecy, though absolutely essential to success 
gave great umbrage to the other chief Emigrants. 
more did it offend tho manifold intriguers "ho undtr 
took to manngo the Loyalist causo at Paris. A*f° r 
these last, indeed, they appeared far jess intent to 
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achieve a Restoration than to prevent its being 
achieved by any other hands except their own. The 
directions which they sent to the chief men in Brittany, 
both before the landing of the armament and after it, 
were designed to thwart, and did thwart, its objects in 
the highest degree. 

The English squadron for tins enterprise was intrusted 
to Sir John Borlaso Warren, a tried and excellent, 
seaman. There were put on board large supplies of 
all kinds, not merely every requisite for the Royalist 
troops embarked, but eighteen thousand uniforms and 
stands of arms for the insurgents who were expected to 
join them. Before the middle of June the preparations 
in England were complete. The second division of 
the Emigrant regiments, commanded by Be Sombreuil, 
had not yet arrived; still less Ilis Royal Highness 
of Artois. But any further delay, in order to await 
them, would have forfeited all prospect of surprise 
and success. The armament accordingly set sail, 
M. de Puisaye having the supreme direction, and M. 
d’Hervilly the immediate command of the troops. 
There were also a Breton prelate, the- Bishop of Dol, 
and about forty gentlemen of rank, who served as 
volunteers. 

The place for . landing which had been selected, 
but which had been kept most carefully secret, was 
the peninsula of Quiberon, in front of the bay of the 
same name. That bay, it was thought, would afford to 
the English ships a secure anchorage, and that peninsula 
to the French troops a commanding station. The 
expedition began well. Nearly off Brest it was joined 

YOL. II. - q 
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by the squadron of Lord Bridport, and fell in with tie 
enemy’s fleet under Yillaret Joyeuse, when Lord Brid- 
port, by superior manoeuvring, cut off and captured 
Le Formidable and Le Tigre, each, of eighty guns, and 
L ’Alexandre of seventy-four. 

On the 27th of June the Emigrant chiefs with their 
soldiers were safely disembarked near the Druid stones 
of Carnac, and within the bay of Quiberon. They 
stepped on shore full of exultation, rejoicing at their 
return to their native land, and not foreboding tho 
dismal fate which impended over them. Tho news of 
their landing flew like wildfire on every side, and tho 
Chouans eagerly flocked in to swell their ranks. With- 
in three days they were joined by ten thousand men. 
It was desired by M. de Puisayo to lose no time, to seizo 
the favourable moment, to advance rapidly upon Yanne3 
and Bennes, and to raise the whole of Brittany in arms. 
Here, if ever, was a case in which boldness was tho 
truest wisdom. 

But more timid counsels prevailed. Though the 
commission of the British Government to D’Hervilly bad 


been limited to- the period of tho voyage, that officer 
continued to claim tho direction of the troops. Ho 


refused to obey the superior orders of Puisaye, ant 
rendered necessary an appeal to the Ministers m 
London. Meanwhile no advance was made. After 
some days, however, Pui^yo prevailed upon h« 
colleague to attack the small fort Penthicvre, vhic 
commanded the entrance to tho peninsula of Quiberon. 
The garrison of a few hundred men surrendered after® 
slight resistance. 31. do Puisayo then brought o'er as 
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troops to the peninsula, and landed his stores from the 
ships, occupying in this manner a strong position of 
defence, while the Chouans took up a forward line 
beyond the fort on the main land. 

The injury of the inaction thus enforced upon Puisaye 
was not merely to be 'measured bv the loss of time to 
himself, or by the gain of time to his enemies. It gave 
leisure for discord and jealousy to spring up in his own 
ranks. The Emigrant officers could not always conceal 
their scorn of the peasant chiefs, nor the peasant chiefs 
their suspicion of the Emigrant officers. “ 'Where,” said 
the Chouans, “is that Prince of the Blood who had been 
promised us ? 'Where is that rapid advance of which 
M. de Puisaye spoke ? Is it possible that the English 
are striving only for some conquest to themselves ? ” 

The command for the Republic in this province had 
been vested in General Hoclie, a young and most able 
officer, the same who was designed as head of the pro- 
jected expedition to Ireland. At the time when the 
Royalists landed he had under him only some five 
thousand troops, but, through the leisure left him, he 
found means gradually to double his numbers ; and ho 
acted throughout with singular spirit and vigour. Sud- 
denly assailing the advanced position of the Chouans, 
he put them to the rout, driving them In utter confusion 
beyond Port Penthidvre into the peninsula of Quiberon. 
There they found themselves cooped up side by side 
with the Emigrant troops in a narrow space, and with 
scanty food. 

Puisaye and D’Hervilly, however, made a vigorous 
effort to retrieve this check. On the 16th of July, at 
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daybreak, they marched out from Fort Penthievre, and 
in their turn assailed the troops of Hoche. But they 
did not succeed. D’Hervilly himself was mortally 
wounded ; the signals were misunderstood ; a body of 
Chouans, which had been sent round to the enemy’s 
rear, failed to arrive ; and valour was in vain. Great 
numbers of the Royalists were slain ; the rest, protected 
by a sharp fire from the English gun-boats, were driven 
back to the tongue of land. 

Meanwhile there bad come from England n second 
smaller squadron, bringing M. de Sombreuil and Ins 
division of eleven hundred men, and bringing also n full 
confirmation of the superior powers which had been 
vested in M. de Puisaye. These succours, these power*, 
all arrived too late. M. de Sombreuil at once disembarked 
his men, eager as they were for action, but they were 
only in time to be partakers of the final disaster which 
ensued. 


On the first taking of Fort Penthi&vre, M. d’Hervilly 
had induced tho Republican garrison to enlist in hi$ 
own regiment. The consequences of this imprudent 


step may be readily guessed. No sooner had Fortune 
seemed to declare against M. do Puisaye than tbo«o 
new-made Royalists went over to General Hochc. In 
concert with them tho General, dnring the night of 
the 20th of July, mado a sudden attack upon tho fort 
and carried it sword in hand. Next morning, tho -1st, 
he pursued his advantage against tho remaining 
grant troops, now scattered along tho tonguo of * an * 
Inferior ns they were in numbers, harassed os the) 
been by tho night assault, they could offer no effect 
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resistance ; and as it chanced, the sea was rolling high, 
and greatly impeded the English boats and ships in 
their efforts to aid them. 

Grievous indeed was the scene that, now displayed 
itself. There was some of the best blood of France — 
the descendants of its Ivnights and Barons in the olden 
time, of the men full of chivalrous daring, of the men 
who had marched to free the Holy Sepulchre beneath 
the banner of Godfrey do Bouillon, or who, in Poitou 
and in Picardy, had striven face to face and hand to 
hand with Edward the Black Prince — pressed together 
on the desolate beach of Quiberon, with stormy waves 
beliind and implacable bayonets before them — with no 
choice but between the pitiless sen and their still more 
pitiless foe ! Many of the officers in despair threw them- 
selves upon their own swords. Many others were seen 
to plunge into the raging surf breast-high, or even neck- 
high, as they sought to gain the already overburdened 
boats. Yet even thus their heads above the water 
afforded a sure mark to the musketry of Hoche, while 
many more were swept down for ever by the angry seas. 
Some few, on the contrary, succeeded and caught hold 
of one or other of the fishing barks that continued to 
hover off the coast. But their fate was, if possible, 
more dreadful still. The boatmen were dismayed 
at the number of the barks which, as loaded with manv 
of the fugitives, they had lately seen to sink; and 
acting, as they thought, in self preservation, they 
hewed off with their cutlasses the hands of the drowning 
wretches that clung to them. Seldom in any war has 
there been a scene of more unmingled horror and distress: 
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It is painful to find, two days after this total rout 
of the Koyalists, Mr Pitt wholly unsuspicious of it, and, 
on the contrary, writing to congratulate M do Puisavo 
upon their success I will here insert his letter, ns 
denyed from the Pmsnye papers, mainly for the sake of 
showing the correctness of his French. 

“ MONSIEUR, “ Downing Street, le 23 Juillet, 1795 
“ J’ai appns avec la plus vivo satisfaction par 
vos diflerents rapports (dont le dernier nous a cte renus 
hier par le Capitame Bertie) tout ce quo vous et vos 
braves compntnotes ont fait depuis votro arriveo en 
Bretagne pour la cause que vous soutenez avee taut do 
gloire J’espere quo vous aurez lieu d’etre content 
du zele et de l’actmtd qu’on ne cessera d’cmplojer 
lei pour seconder vos efforts; A rooms que lo vent n’a 
contrane l’expedition, un renfort de trois millo troupes 
Bntanmques et des secours qui pourront supplccr t\ vos 
plus pressants besoms doivent etre d6ja pris de vos cotes. 
Mous faisons tout co qui depend do nous daccdt'rcr 
l’envoi de Milord Moira avec uno forco beaueoup plus 
considerable. Soyez persuade, Monsieur, quo nons 
sentons toute 1’importanco de la criso actuello, et quo 
nous regnrdons la reussite do votro entrepnso comrnc 
le grand mojen do terminer les mnlhcurs do H Trance, 
ct do retabhr la shretc ct la trnnqmlhte do 1 Turope 
" Croyez toujours, Monsieur, oux sentimens d attache* 
ment et do consideration avec lo^quels jo no ce^crai 
d’etre, 

“ Monsieur, Ac., 

« AV. Pitt 

“ J’ai donnC l'onlro do foumir les fonds pour 1 , 

des cbovaux quo vous demanderez.” 
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But let me hasten to the close. Some of the chiefs, 
as M. do Puisaye, did find means to reach the English 
squadron ; many more, as M. do Sombrcuil, wore com- 
pelled to remain on that, fatal shore. These, with 
about a thousand Emigrants, laid down their arms. It 
is said that there was some kind of capitulation with 
General Humbert — that a verbal promise was made to 
them that their lives should be spared on their sur- 
render. This was most earnestly asserted by Sombrcuil 
even in his dying moments, but was no less earnestly 
denied by Hoche. 

It cannot be said, however, that the young General-in- 
Chief for the Republic took any part in the matter of 
the prisoners which misbecame so brave a man. If he 
made no effort to save them at this period, lie is quite 
clear of any step to precipitate their fate. In truth he 
considered that fate as beyond his sphere, and he did no 
more than refer it to the decision of the Government at 
Paris. 

Many considerations might have disposed that 
Government to mercy. It had overthrown Robe- 
spierre, and ought not to tread in his steps. Unhappily, 
for some time past, it had been seeking to conciliate 
the Men of Blood. It was afraid of being denounced 
as favourable in secret to the Bourbons. It was afraid, 
according to the felicitous phrase of that era, lest it 
should be soupgonnd d'etre suspect. It often hap- 
pens in Revolutionary times, that men are supposed 
to show a ferocious energy who in truth have become 
cruel only because they were not courageous. Under 
these circumstances, the ruling men of the Ninth of 
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Thermidor resolved to put in force one of the mo 4 
sanguinary Decrees of the Deign of Terror— that even 
Emigrant taken with arms in his hands should be put to 
death without further trial They sent orders info 
Brittany to execute this law upon all who had surren- 
dered, excepting only the recent Depublican prisoners, 
who were supposed to be enlisted against their wilL 
The just horror inspired by this sentence was by no 
means confined to its victims. Many of the common 
soldiers in the Depublican army showed a for more 
humane and civilized spirit than did their political 
chiefs. They assisted, or connived at, the escape of a<? 
many single prisoners as they could. Still upon the 
whole the orders of the Convention had to bo obeyed. 
A band of captives was led forth, drawn out in order, 
and shot; at their head M. deSombreuil and thoBMiop 
of Dol. Next day the same execution was repeated, 
and next day again. There was no intermission until 
fifteen days had passed, and upwards of seven hundred 
prisoners had perished. In vain did Ilocho writo won) 
more than once to the Convention that his soldiers wore 
weary of being used os butchers.* No sign of mercy 
came until after the executions were completed. 

To this day tho scene of theso executions is still 
pointed out to tho passing traveller— a meadow near 
the small town of Auroy ; and to this day the peasants 
call it h champ dcs martyr*. It is marXcd at present 
by a Grecian teraplo as a monument, tho first stoiio of 

» "JIoclio et lo Conrentionnc! falro Je> metier do , 

Slatlneu ecmirent pluaieurs lots (Do Bjrantt, lint do la 
ijno lea soWaU bo lassaient do Uod, roL r. p C3, fd- 
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which was laid by (ho Duchess of Angoulome in 
1S23. 2 

At the very time when this ill-fated expedition had 
been ready to set out from the ports of England, there 
died at Paris the young Prince in whose name it was 
prepared. The nominal King, Louis the Seventeenth, 
expired on the Sth of June, 3795. ITe was only eleven 
years of age, brought down to his early grave by a 
course of systematic ill-usage, sure as the musketry of 
Quiberon; by bodily privations, and by anguish of 
mind. At the news of his decease Monsieur assumed 
the title of Louis the Eighteenth, King of Prance and 
of Navarre — an empty title, only to be realised after 
nineteen years. 

On retiring from the bay of Quiberon, the wretched 
survivors of the expedition took shelter in the storm- 
beaten islet of Houat. There, when all was over, they 
were joined by His Royal Highness le Comte d’Artois. 
But Puisaye, chafed by his disaster, and harassed by 
the recriminations of his comrades, threw himself almost 
alone upon the coast of Brittany, there to rejoin the 
Chouau bands. Had His Royal Highness followed the 
example — had he landed without delay on some point 
of the French coast — the name and the presence of a 
French Prince might still have wrought wonders for his 
cause. 

Instead of such wise temerity, the Comte d’Artois, on 
receiving further succours from England, took posses- 


5 Mr. Moonteney Jephson, in his 
lively and entertaining ‘Walk- 
ing Tour,’ describes this temple as- 


" a dreadfully ugly building ” (p. 
19S, ed. 1859). On tho architrave 
is carved : Gallia moerene jposuit. 
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Bion of tlie island of Belleisle, and there remained at 
gaze for upwards of six weeks. He received divers 
deputations from both Brittany and La Vendee, and 
employed himself in discussing a great variety of plans. 
Even the worst of these, if at once adopted, would have 
been far preferable to the best so long delayed. Cer- 
tainly Charles Comte d’ Artois boro but little resem- 
blance to Prince Charles Edward Stuart ; and although 
with adherents equally devoted, “ the Ninety-five ” of 
France can never be ranked with “ the Forty-fivo ” of 
Scotland. 

General Hoche during this whole period had been 
unremitting in his exertions. He had drawn together 
no less than forty-four thousand troops for the protec- 
tion of La Vendee. When therefore at last, towards tho 
middle of October, tho Comte d’Artois showed somo . 
readiness to land on the Yendean coast, and to join with 
his Emigrants the peasantry under Charetto, there were 
obstacles that might have daunted even n much more 
enterprising chief. In tho face of such obstacles tho 
most prudent course seemed to bo to do nothing at all. 
Much against tho wish of the officers, both Emigrant and 
English, tho Prince relinquished all idea of a landing, 
and sailed back with tho squadron to England. 

Tho cliief result of this obortivo enterprise vras to 
draw down rmu on tho principal Royalist chiefs. Charetto 
had risen onco again in arms on tho project of co- 
operation from tho French Princo and tho Englbh 
squadron, but being left alone, was quickly overpowers 
and taken prisoner. Nearly tho sarao was the fate c 
Stofllct in another district. Both being brought to 
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rapid trial were condemned and executed, the one at 

Xante?, the other at Angers. 

* %. 

Tim? ended this most unfortunate expedition. Com- 
plete as had been the failure, the causes of that failure 
seemed plain and open to view. Xot so, however, have 
they seemed to all writers. Several, and above all 
Frenchmen from the most opposite parties, differing on 
every other point, have alleged an occult cause as the 
true one. They trace the whole to the fiendish malig- 
nity of the English Minister. They declare that Pitt 
secretly wished tho expedition to fail, and contrived it ac- 
cordingly. He hated all Frenchmen, Republicans and 
Royalists alike, and desired nothing so much as to see 
them destroy eacli other with their own hands. For 
this purpose he had sought and found a fitting instru- 
ment in M. de Puisayc, who was in reality a traitor 
bought by the gold of perfidious Albion. 0 It is of course 
unnecessary to waste a single word in refutation of theso 
charges. It may seem as unnecessary to record them. 
Yet they deserve to find a place in History as a striking 
instance how far, under certain circumstances of party 
hatred, the noblest minds may be traduced. 

The news of the disaster at Quiberon reached ' Mr. 
Pitt on the 1st of August, ns did other ill tidings two 
days afterwards. On both occasions we find him write 
as follows to Lord Chatham. 


3 Seo for instance the Memoires 
do l’Abbe' George], vol. v. p. 3C2 ; 
and the Rfcgnc do Frederic Guil- 


laume, par So'gur, vol. iii. pp. 70 
and 225. 
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“ Downing Street, August 1, 1795. 

“ Mr dear Brother, 

t{ I tare wished to write to you every day thcso 
three days, but have not been able to find time. In the 
mean time you will have had the mortification of seeing 
the unexpected bad accounts from Brittany, the public 
reports of which, though somewhat exaggerated, aro in 
substance but too true. The Gazette of to-day (which I 
have desired to be sent to you) contains a short state- 
ment of the result of our information, as far as relates to 
this unfortunate event. We have, on the other hand, 
reason to believe that everything lias been going on 
ns well as could be wished in the interior ; and although 
their spirits must for a time be damped by this misfor- 
tune, there is the greatest reason to hope that if wo 
can establish some other point of communication, our 
disappointment may soon be repaired. 

“ Lord Moira remains eager for the enterprise, and I 
hope will be enabled to mako a fresh attempt with 
a very considerable force in a very short time. 

“ By Paris papers, it appears from an official report 
to the Convention, that on tho 13th of last month the 
French fleet of eighteen sail of the line fell in with outs 
of tw enty-three, south of Hieres : by their own account 
they got ftway ns fast [asj they could, and seem very 
proud of having reached Fr6jm Bay, though not without 
the loss of tho Alcide, which they represent to have 
been burnt. I hope yon havo found all well at Burton. 
Pray giro my duty to ray mother, and loio to to ) 
Chatham. 

" Brer affectionately yours, 

« W. ViTT* 
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“ Downing St reef, August H, 170/5. 

** My dear Brother, 

“ In addition to the bad news which was the 
subject, of my last letter, I am very sorry to have to toll 
you that we have received from Paris accounts of peace 
being 1 concluded with Spain at Pash; on the 22nd of 
July: the terms are the restitution of all conquests, 
made on Spain in Europe, in exchange for the cession to 
France of the Spanish part of St. Domingo. This varies 
so much the whole state Jof] things, both from setting 
at liberty so large an additional French force, and from 
the impression which it may produce on other Powers, 
that it makes it a new question whether any British 
force can, without, too great a risk, he hazarded on the 
Continent of France. I incline to think that our plan 
must now bo changed, and that the only great, part 
must be in the West Indies, where 1 trust enough may 
yet be gained to counterbalance the French successes 
in Europe. 

“ Ever affectionately yours, 

“ W. Pitt.” 

The Government of Franco at this time underwent 
an entire change. A new Constitution was proclaimed, 
called “ the Constitution of the Year Three,” from its 
date in the Republican calendar. Instead of a single 
Chamber as heretofore, two were instituted, the one 
designed as a Senate to be called “the Council of 
Ancients,” and the other “the Council of Five Hun- 
dred.” The executive power was entrusted to a Council 
of Five, with theSitle of Directors, one of them to 
retire every year. These chiefs took up their residence 
in the palace of the Luxembourg, gave audiences seated 
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on gilt chairs, and affected on all occasions a kind of 
semi-regal state. There were then or shortly after- 
wards among them men of most undoubted ability 
and patriotism, such as Carnot. But in general it may bo 
said of this new Government that it showed the vices of 
the old Monarchy far more than those of tho recent 
Republic. The civilians in office at this period wero 
not Men of Blood; they did not seek to rovive the 
Reign of Terror, but they were for the most part cor- 
rupt, dissolute, and slothful; either ill-qualified for 
public affair^ or intent upon personal objects. 

In framing this new system, the members of tho 
Convention had by no means forgotten their own special 
interests. They had passed a Decree that in tho new 
Legislature two thirds should consist of men who had 
already sat in the Convention, and that only one-third 
should be new. That measure, though it might spring 
from selfish motives, had strong grounds of public utility 
to recommend it. There was little opposition to it in 
the greater part of France. But at Paris it was m<*t 
fiercely resented, both by tho old Republicans and tho 
secret Royalists; and at tho beginning of October 
these parties combining rose in open insurrection. 

The Government and tho Convention had been long 
forewarned, and were in some degree at least prepared. 
They had brought into Paris a body of firo thousand 
chosen troops, and as their chief they relied on General 
Menoti. Bat Mcnou at the decisive hour showed him- 
self feeble, faltering, and unequal to bis post. There 
seemed some prospect that the insurgents might prevail. 
Several of tho newly named Directors began to tnm 
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pale and look aghast. Harms, who took the lead 
amongst, them at. this juncture, hid them fear nothing. 
“I have the very man we want,” he cried, “a little 
Corsican oflicer whom I knew at Toulon.” And with 
these words ho introduced to them the future Emperor 
Napoleon. 

General Bonaparte, on being invested with the chief 
command under Barms, justified the choice by his 
promptitude and skill. lie dealt, with the insurgents of 
Paris ns with the insurgents of Toulon. JTc had forty 
pieces of artillery, rescued only just in time, and he 
well knew how to dispose them. As the “ Sections,” for 
so they called themselves, advanced to invest the hall of 
the Convention, a tremendous firo both of musketry and 
grape-shot was opened on their long and dense columns 
in the narrow streets. After a sharp conflict they were 
put to flight, utterly dispersed, and successively dis- 
armed. This victory, which secured the power of the 
newly-named Directory, took placo on the 5th of 
October, and is commonly known from its date in the 
Republican calendar as the “ Treize Yendemiaire.” 4 
The campaign upon the Rhine had not opened till 
the month of September. Then General Jourdan 
crossed the river near Dusseldorf, and General Pichegni 
near Mannheim. But the former chief was soon re- 
pulsed by General Clerfait, and the latter by General 
Wurmser. Both with some disadvantage found it ne- 
cessary to repass the Rhine, while Clerfait by a bril- 


* A clear and excellent account 
of this insurrection is given by 
Napoleon himself in the Memoirs 


dictated to Comte Montholon. 
See vol. iii. pp. 05 - 75 , ed. 1823. 
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liant manoeuvre made himself master of the lines before 
Mayence, and raised the blockade of that important 
city All tins while there was a latent hope of a far 
more considerable gam The Prince of Condc had 
made some secret overtures to Pichegru b) means of 
Fauche Rorel, a bookseller from 27euehatel , and the 
General, after some coy demur, was found well inclined 
to the Royalist cause He was willing, if possible, to 
en o a S e his army with him, to assume the white cockade, 
and to march back upon Pans , but ho would by no 
means give up m the first instance tho fort of Huningcn, 
as Condd required So there was no actual agreement 
concluded, and still less any active co-operation begun. 

A less secret source of hope to the enemies of tlio 
French Republic n as at this time afforded Her finances 
seemed on the very brink of nun So enormous was 
the depreciation of the Assignats sho had issued, that 
m October, 1795, it was computed as soventy to one * 
Indeed this national bankruptcy (for so m truth it nnv 
be termed) is ranked among tho causes of tho intended 
defection of Pichegru Ho was fond of pleasure and 
expense, and his pay, when given in Assignats, amounted, 
even before tho lowest point of depression, to less than 
two guineas n week 8 

In England, as wo have seen, tho meeting of Par- 
liament had been fixed for an earl) da)— the 20th 
of October On that day tho combined effect of pop n 
lar distress with democratic ngitation was soon nppi* 


* Furl IIisl to! xxxu p 100 
1 TWcrs Hist. Hc'r Frm, toL It p <0$ 
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rent. As (he King went down in 8 info (o deliver his 


opening Speech, lie found (he loyal shouts’ which were 
wont (o erect him exchanged for hoot inns and hisses. 

W. «. ‘ 


The cries were “ 3 (read ! ” “Ponce ! " “ No War! ” “No 


Famine!” “No Pi(( ! ” Some voices were even heard 


(o niter “Down with George!” Whim II is Majesty's 
coach came opposite the Ordnance,. a pebble or bullet, 
proceeding as was supposed from an air-gun, struck the 
window glass, through which a small hole was broken. 
It was not. improbably the realisation of that very con- 
spiracy in the preceding year which the Opposition had 
derided under the nick-name of the “Pop-gun Plot.” 

Throughout this trying scene the King showed per- 
fect composure and serenity. On entering the House 
of Peers he calmly said to the Chancellor, “My Lord, 
I have been shot at;” and he proceeded to read the 
lloyal Speech in his usual clear and deliberate tones. 
On his way back there was a renewal of the former cries, 
and more than a renewal of the former violence. 


Stones were thrown, breaking the pannels and another 
■window of the coach. And when the King quitted that 
State coach at St. James’s Palace, and proceeded to 
Buckingham House in his private carriage, His Majesty 
being then almost without guards, found himself most 
closely beset by exasperated numbers. It was fortunate 
that some of the Horse Guards, who had been dismissed 


from duty, returned of their own accord and lent their 
timely aid. 

With much good sense the King gave a speedy token 
that, notwithstanding such excesses, he felt that he 
could rely on the attachment of the great body of the 
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people. On the very next evening' he went to Covent 
Garden Theatre accompanied bp the Queen and tliree 
of the Princesses. The Boyal party was received with 
a loud burst of applause, and the air of “ God save the 
King ” three times repeated. 

In the House of Lords the insult to the Boyal person 
was considered before any of the topics in tho Royal 
Speech. Some witnesses to the fact were examined, and 
an Address moved by Lord Grenville, and afterwards 
concurred in by the Commons , expressed the indignation 
of both Houses at this “ daring outrage.” But so high 
had party-spirit risen at this tune, that Lord Lnnsdowne 
in Ins place nos heard to declare that this alleged at- 
tack was only “ the alarm-bell to terrify tho people into 
weak compliances. He thought it was a schemo planned 
and executed by Ministers themselves for tho purpose 
of continuing their power! ” 7 

On account of the new topic thus unexpectedly 
brought forward, the Peers postponed until tho nest 
night their consideration of tho Speech from tho Throne ; 
but pending tho Messago from that Houso on tho other 
subject, the Commons made tho Royal Speech as usual 
their first matter of debate. 

The Boyal Speech on this occasion had expre^i 
tho lung's satisfaction at tho recent successes of the 
Austrians in Germany and Italy, hut adding his hopes 
that there might soon ariso in Franco a di'posido’ 1 1° 
negotiate for general peace on just and snitablo term*. 

Tt further stated that His Majesty had viewed with the 


7 Part Hist, rol. xxr». J> 355. 
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greatest anxiety the very high price of grain, and the 
strong probability of an insufficient harvest. In the 
Commons the Address was seconded by a young Mem- 
ber speaking for the first time in that Assembly which 
at a later period he was to lead : this was the Hon. Bo- 
bert Stewart, soon afterwards Lord Castlercagh. “I’itt 
spoke capitally and as distinct as possible on the main 
point” — that, is a wish for peace — so writes Wilbcrforco. 
On the other side both Sheridan and Fox inveighed 
with their usual eloquence against the whole conduct 
of the war. With great force did Sheridan contrast the 
former proposal of Mr. Jenkinson for “a march to 
Paris” with our actual achievements on the coasts of 
Brittany and Poitou, “where,” ho said, “British blood 
indeed has not flowed, but British honour has bled at 
every pore ! ” And Fox, at the conclusion of his power- 
ful invective, moved an amendment entreating, among 
other things, His Majesty “ to reflect upon the evident 
impracticability of attaining in the present contest what 
have hitherto been considered as the objects of it.’’ 
Pitt was more brief but not less masterly in the speech 
replying to both the Opposition chiefs, arid on a divi- 
sion the amendment was rejected by a majority of four 
to one — 240 votes against 59. 

IN ext day in the House of Lords the same amend- 
ment which Fox had offered was moved, but until quite 
as little success, by Francis, Duke of Bedford. His 
Grace was grandson of the Minister who had signed the 
Peace of Paris, and having recently come of age after 
a long minority, began public life with much zeal as a 
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follower of Pox. He spoke often, and with consider- 
able weight, in the House of Lords. 

The attention of the Legislature was now -directed 
upon two subjects of paramount importance — tho mea- 
sures to alleviate scarcity, and the measures to repress 
sedition. 

As regards the former, Hr. Pitt brought forward the 
question so early as the 3rd of November. He proposed 
the appointment of a Select Committco to inquire into 
the causes of the high price of corn, and ho gave at the 
same time an outline of the divers stops that he de- 
sired to take. He proposed to amend tho law on the 
Assize of Bread, which up to that time was governed by 
the depositions periodically laid before tho Lord Mayor 
of London. Ho proposed to prohibit tho use of wheat 
flour in tho manufacture of starch, and to clear away 
all obstructions in the transit of groin. Ho proposed 
that bakers should bo no longer bound by law to male 
bread from wheat of tho first quality, but should l#* 
authorised to use an admixture of inferior grain, ns al-o 
perhaps of Indian corn and potatoes. Several ex- 
periments, said Hr. Pitt, lind been already made, giving 
hopes that a mixed bread of this kind would bo toth 
nutritious and palatable. There had boon an Act la 
tho last Session prohibiting for a limited time tho u?o 
of wheat in tho distilleries, and this Act, nt wlialovt? 
loss to tho revenue, might bo renewed for another j car. 
In liko manner tho King lind been empowered k 4 * 
Session, for a limited time, to prohibit tho export'd'^ 
and allow tho import duty-free of various kinds of ft 101 ■ 
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and this prerogative also might bo again enacted. But 
as afterwards appeared, the Minister was prepared to go 
even farther, and to grant a bounty on the import of 
these much needed supplies. 

The Report of the Committee when presented 
expressed a general concurrence in those views; 
and Acts of Parliament were passed accordingly. Mr. 
Pox stated some doubts whether the bread from 
these mixed materials would prove sufficiently nutritious, 
but owned that he had nothing better to suggest, and 
indeed was but little at home on these financial or 
commercial topics. A bounty of twenty shillings was 
granted on the import of each quarter of wheat, and 
there were bounties in proportion on other articles of 
food . 8 But the Report of the Committee showed, that 
in addition to legislative measures, great advantage 
might ensue from private and voluntary efforts.. An 
agreement which it recommended became of general 
adoption, pledging the persons who adopted it to reduce 
the consumption of wheat in their families by the use of 
mixed bread and the disuse of fine pastry. 

Nor were pecuniary sacrifices wanting for the same 
benevolent object. The East India Company imported 
and disposed of greatly under cost, several cargoes of 
rice, and the City of London gave bounties for the sale 
in Billingsgate market of cod and haddock at two- 
pence a pound. It is gratifying to add that by this 
timely combination of measures the object in view ap- 


8 See tlie scale, ■with an account 
of the other measures adopted on 
this subject, in Macpherson’s His- 


tory of Commerce, vol. iv. pp. 359- 
3G3, 
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pears to hare been fully attained Tho advance of 
public distress was arrested, and the price of wheat was 
restrained within moderate hounds 

The next most pressing subject was how sedition 
might be punished or prevented A Royal Proclama- 
tion had been issued on. the 31st of October, mpursnaneo 
of the wish expressed by both Houses in their joint 
Address, offering £1,000 as a reward to discover tho 
perpetrators of any act by which the Royal person 
was endangered But no such discovery ensued. It 
was never known by whom the air gun was discharged, 
or the missile flung Only one person, a journey- 
man prmter named Ey d Wake, was tried before Lord 
Kenyon, and convicted of having hissed and hooted 
round the King’s state-carnage, and having cried 
“Down with George!” Ho was sentenced to stand 
an hour in the pillory, and to bo imprisoned for five 
years 

On tho 4th of November thcro camo forth a second 
Proclamation referring to tho recent meetings in the 
open air — denouncing both tho harangues and the puhh 
cations which had tended to disturb tho public peace— 
and calling on tho magistrates to exert them c eh es to bring 
to justice any persons who might again offtnd R*' 
pressions like the'O did not pass without comment fre' 3 
both sides It was warmly maintained by Hr Iov ad 
by Ins friends that thcro was not tho smallest connection 
between tho outrageous acts at the opening of I arha 
ment and tho uolent languago in Copenhagen 2 d c 
But far othenn*o thought tho nation at large Th )’ 
considered tho seditious languago and tho seditious &cl* 
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to stand to each other in the precise relation of cause 
and effect ; and they expected from the lung’s Servants 
some more stringent measures for the public peace. 
Such also, in the eyes of Mr. Pitt and of bis colleagues, 
■was their own opinion of their duty. “It is notorious,” 
said Lord Grenville, “ that the evil we are seeking to 
correct has attained an alarming height — the most 
seditious papers circulated and the most inflammatory 
discourses delivered to public assemblies. To this is 
to be ascribed fho outrage that has lately taken place. 
It is no longer the flimsy allegation of some imaginary 
grievance, or the slight pretext of a wish for Parliamen- 
tary Reform, that can be set up ns the motive for such 
meetings. That thin veil has been lately tom away, 
and in the face of broad daylight an attempt lias been 
made directly on the person of the Sovereign.” 

Such were the words of Lord Grenville when, on the 
6th of November, he presented to the House of Lords a 
Rill defining and extending the Law of Treason. The 
old Statute of Edward the Third had looked mainly to 
attacks intending the King’s death, but here were 
penalties also on attacks intending any bodily harm. 
It was further declared that any person who, by writing, 
preaching, or speaking, should stir up the people to 
hatred of His Majesty’s person, and of the established 
Government and Constitution, should be liable to the 
penalties of a high misdemeanor, and on a second 
conviction might be transported for seven years. 

Nor was this all. On the 10th of the same month 
Mr. Pitt laid before the House of Commons a Rill 
against seditious meetings. A summary power was 
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given to the magistrates to disperse such meetings, even 
by force if necessary, and a licence was required for 
bouses, rooms, or fields where money was taken for 
admission to hear lectures or discourses. The duration 
of this Bill — as also of the last clauses in the former— 
was afterwards in Committee restricted to three years. 

In common parlance these two measures were known 
as the “ Treason ” and the “ Sedition ” Bills. Taking 


them together, and laying aside what was no real 
matter of dispute, the increased security to tho Bqjal 
Person, they were, no 'doubt, ns the Opposition called 
them, an alarming infringement of tho public liberties. 
The question is only how far such an infringement 
might he justified by a peril to tho Stato moro alarming 
still. “ Say at once ”■ — cried Mr. Fox, in a strain of 
most fervid eloquence, and on tho very first night of 
the Sedition Bill — “ say at once, that a free Constitution 
is do longer suitable to us; say at onco, in a manly 
manner, that upon an ample review of tho stnto of tlm 
world, a free Constitution is not fit for you ; conduct 
yourselves at onco as the senators of Denmark* dal; 
lay down your freedom, and acknowledge and accept of 
despotism. But do not mock tho understandings and tl o 


feelings of mankind by telling tho world that you arc 
free — by telling me that if out of this lloti-e, for t!>- 
purposo of expressing my senso of tho public wVravww* 
tration of this country, of tho calamities which this war 
has occasioned, I state a grievnneo by petition, 17 
make any dcclm-ation of my sentiments in a nnu ^ r 
that a magistrate may think seditious, I aw t0 iU 
jected to penalties hitherto unknown to the la RS t 
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England Did ever a free people meet so ? 

Did ever a free state exist so? Good God Almighty ! 
Sir, is it possible that tho feelings of the jieoplo of this 
country should be thus insulted ?” 

These words were full of ardour, and no pains were 
spared to arouse an equal ardour in the people. The 
Whig Club met and protested with the Duke of Bedford 
in the Chair. The Corresponding Society met and did 
their best to dissemble their Bcpublican tendencies, 
reprobating in strong terms the recent insults “ offered to 
the person of the Chief Magistrate.” There was a 
meeting of the inhabitants of Westminster in Palace 
Yard, with Air. Fox as their Member presiding over 
them ; it produced some angry speeches, and a petition 
to the House of Commons. There were meetings of 
the same land at divers places both in England and in 
Scotland. At Edinburgh several vehement Desolations 
were moved by Henry Ersldne, the Dean of Faculty, 
and like his brother Thomas, of the highest forensic 
renown. In consequence of this step on his part, his 
brother advocates dispossessed him of the office of Dean 
•at their ensuing annual election ; and they were them- 
selves denounced as persecutors by all tho Whig 
speakers and writers of the day. 

Notwithstanding all the pains that were taken, it may 
be questioned if there was much effect produced. 
Within three weeks after the printing of the second 
Bill, Mr. Abbot might observe in the House of 
Commons that of all the English counties only four had 
met and petitioned against the measure, namely 
Middlesex and Northumberland, Surrey and Hampshire ; 

VOL. II. it 
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and in the tiro last there were counter-petitions on the 
other side. 8 Subsequently there were a few more 
county meetings and petitions ; one, above all, of some 
contest and importance, in the county of Kent. In 
these, as was usual, the Sheriff or presiding officer 
signed in behalf of the whole assemblage. But in oilier 
cases, where individual signatures are required, the total 
numbers may be ascertained. It appears, then, on n 
recapitulation of the whole, that against tho two Bills 
there were presented ninety-four petitions, and that the 
number of signatures was 131,284.' So small a frag- 
ment of the entire population as opposing, seems to 
indicate that the great mass did not disapprove. It 
is scarcely too much to say that in ordinary times eron 
the tithe of such rigorous enactments would have 
aroused ten times more clamour. 

Not far dissimilar was tho result within tho walls 
of Parliament. There the debates were purposely pro- 
tracted by the Opposition, to giro time for the exertion* 
out of doors. Fox again put forth his great talents w 
several spirit-stirring speeches. IIo was seconded m 
the Peers by tho Duko r of Bedford and the Lari of 
Lauderdale, and (a new ally) Lord Thurlow; in th* 
Commons by Erskino and Whitbread, by Sheridan ar.< 
Grey. Yet tho highest minority among ll»& J >ccr * 
was only 21. In the Commons the minority did rot, 
on most occasions, much exceed doublo that numb r, 
nnd only once, on an amendment for delay mo> od b) - r ' 


» TaH. Hist, rol. xxxii. p.tl7. . ^ 
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Cunwn — ;-om’ to TO ; there being even (lion, however. 
2<w arrayed on the other Hide. Tims both the Hills 
were cu tried through before Christmas : it may be said 
with n high hand. 

In the course of these debates there were some slip? 
of expression on both sides. Jh\ Horsley. Bishop of 
lb»ehe«ter. speaking in support of the first Bill, declared 
that lie u did not know what the mass of the people 
in any country had to do with the laws hut. to obey 
them.’’ — "If I had been in Turkey," began Lord 
Lauderdale, and had heard such a declaration from 

the mouth of a Mufti ” On another day the Bishop 

explained away the phrase by the largest reserves in 
favour of petitions and elections: still, however, the 
phrase, as lie had first used it, became a kind of watch- 
word on the Opposition side. 

Thus, again, in the Commons Mr. Windham was 
hurried on bv the ardour of debate into declaring that 
41 the Bight ]Iou. gentleman ( Mr . Fox) would find 
that Ministers were determined to exert a vigour beyond 
the law.” Here he was interrupted by loud cries of 
“Hear” and “Take down his words.” It was only 
after some delay that he could complete his sentence — 

“ as exercised in ordinary times and under ordinary 
circumstances.” But here again the first words were 
frequently alleged, without their context, to inflame the 
public mind. 

On the other side, Mr. Fox laid himself open to 
attack. “If,” he cried, “Ministers are determined, by 
means of the corrupt influence they possess in the two 
Houses of Parliament, to pass the Bills in direct 

r 2 
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opposition to the declared sen*© of a great majority 
of the people, and if they should be put in force with 
all their rigorous provisions — then, if my opinion were 
ashed by the people as to their obedience, I should 
tell them that it was no longer a question of moral 
obbgation and duty, but of prudence ” The Minister at 
once saw and seized the advantngo afforded lum by 
these hasty words. He started up and m his loftiest 
tpne denounced them, “with horror,” ho said, “and 
indignation” — “as openly advising an appeal to the 
sword” Mr Pox rose again and declared that lie 
should retract notlnng Yet, in explanation, ho 
certainly qualified very much “ Tlio caso I put was 
that these Bills might bo pissed by a corrupt majority 
of Parliament contrnrj to the opinion and sentiments of 
tbo great body of the nation If the majority of fho 
people approv o of these Bills, I will not be the person 
to inflame their minds and stir them to rebellion ' 

The mortification which Mr Tox and his friends must 


liavo felt at seeing the two Bills corned through »n 
spito of all their eloqucnco and exertions was, perhaps 
in some degreo allayed by tho steps which the) were 
able to taho against Mr John Beeves. In tho autumn 
of 1792, ns wo hn\o seen, that gentlcmnn had founded 
tho Association “ against Itcpublicnns and Lev elh rs In 
tho autumn of 1793 ho camo forth with n pamphl t 
designed m Iiho manner for tho support of the Gonni 
ment, but most foolishl) exalting tho ntonnrchicnl 
brnncli of tlio Constitution at tho cxpcn c o of cicr ) 
other ■* “ Tlio Parliament and tho Junes,” so ho wn t'^ 
“were mere adjuncts, sub»i(lmr) and occasional poiur*- 
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« Here,” said Mr. Fox, “ is a worse libel Ilian any alleged 
against the Corresponding Society.” “Here,” said Mr. 
Sheridan, “is a case for the most solemn interposition of 
the House of Commons.” Consequently he proposed 
that Mr. Reeves should be dismissed from all his em- 
ployments — that his pamphlet should be burned before 
the Royal Exchange by the common hangman — and 
that the Attorney-General should be directed to com- 
mence a prosecution against it. Of these three not 
quite coherent proposals, the Government resisted the 
two former, but not the last. The trial came on before 
Lord Kenyon early in the ensuing year, when the Jury 
declared that they thought Mr. Reeves’s pamphlet a 
very improper publication, but that not deeming his 
motives such as were alleged, they found him “ Rot 
Guilty.” 

In the same spirit, and as seeking to oppose vehe- 
mence of one land to. vehemence of another, the Duke 
of Bedford took occasion in one of the debates upon the 
Treason Bill to assail Burke, or rather to assail the Min- 
isters for having granted Burke a pension. In these 
observations he was seconded by Lord Lauderdale, and 
answered by Lord Grenville. The debate in itself 
seems little worthy of commemoration. But the genius 
of Burke has made it immortal. His pamphlet in 
reply, entitled “ A Letter to a Noble Lord,” though not 
free from some defects, will ever be ranked among the 
master-pieces of the English language. With wondrous 
fertility of illustration he defends the cause of the 
British Constitution, while seeming only to ple'ad his 
own ; and he retaliates still more powerfully than he 
replies. 
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It IS much to Fox’s honour that these pun) nttncl s 
on a great man were in no degree countenanced In 
him The expressions of Lord Lauderdale and the 
Duke of Bedford, as applied to Burke m November, 
1795, stand forth m strong contrast to those of Tox 
himself in May, 1796 

In this short but most active Session before Christmas 
there was still other business On tlie 7th of December 
Mr Pitt brought forward Ins Budget Ho propo ed a 
second loan of 18,000, 000J , and several new taxes, one 
above all upon Legacies, whether of money or of land 
The loan was at onco negotiated, but tlio new taxes 
were reserved for subsequent debates 

Next day, and no doubt with a view to tho public 
credit, Mr Pitt brought down to tho Hon^o of Commons 
a Message from tlio King referring to tho ncwl) settled 
form of Government in France, and cxprc«ing Ins 
'* “ earnest desire to concludo a treaty for general peace, 

whenever it can bo effected on just and suitable terms 
for himself nnd Ins allies * This announcement m tho 
King’s name appears to have produced a highl) f wour- 
ablo impression on tho public Yet, m truth, the King 
was as keen as ever for tho prosecution of the war , an 1 
his feelings on this subject wero among the principal 
difficulties with which his Ministers had to contenl 
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Birth of the Frince?s Clmrlotto — Separation of tho Prince nml 
Princess of 'Wales — Legacy Duties — Dog Tax: Mr. Dent — 
Failure of attempt to negotiate with the French Directory — Pitt's 
anxiety for pcaco — Dissolution of Parliament — Austrian Subsidy 
— Victories of General Bonaparte in Italy — English troops with- 
drawn from Corsica — Capture of Sir Sidney Smith — Treaty be- 
tween Franco and Spain — English conquests in tho West Indies 
— Lord Chatham President of the Council — Lord Malmesbury's 
Embassy to Paris — Projected invasion of Iicland — Pitt's mea- 
sures of defence — Loyalty Loan — Debates on tho Budget — 
Pitt’s Poor-Law Bill — Experiments in Steam Navigation — Failure 
of tho negotiation at Paris — Death of tho Empress of Bussin. 

On tlie 7th of January in the ensuing year the Princess 
of Wales was delivered of a daughter, who received the 
names of Charlotte Augusta. The people rejoiced at 
the appearance of an heiress to the Throne. But their 
joy was clashed by tho tidings which speedily followed 
it of the complete estrangement of tho Prince of Wales 
from his consort. He wrote her a letter in civil hut 
cold and unfeeling terms to announce their final sepa- 
ration. Leaving her husband’s house, the Princess with 
her infant daughter went to reside at Blackheath. The 
King showed a strong disposition to pity and protect 
her, and thus did dissensions break forth anew between 
the father and son. 

The Session of Parliament which was resumed in 
February continued until May ; and several matters of 
high importance were discussed. General MacLeod 
brought forward the employment of blood-hounds 
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against the Maroons; when Mr. Dundas owned that 
such an order had been given in Jamaica, but intimated 
that it was no sooner made known in England than it 
was disapproved by the Government and counter- 
manded. Under these circumstances the motion was 
no further pressed. 

On the Legacy Duties the discussion was eagerly 
resumed. To frame any new tax at such a juncturo 
had been no mean trial of Pitt’s financial skill. How 
impose further imposts on a peoplo already staggering 
under the heavy burdens of vrar, and moreover in that 
year the famine price of com ? Yet how maintain the 
public credit if there were to bo a vast increase of debt, 
and no corresponding effort to add to tho revenue ? A 
tax upon successions seemed to steer between theso 
opposite difficulties. It was not in any caso a pressure 
upon poverty, but rather a deduction from much larger 
sums to bo received. Not merely tho widow, but the 
children were to bo exempted from any payment at all ; 
while with regard to others, the tax was graduated from 
two per cent, on brothers or 6istcrs, to six per cent, on 
strangers in blood ; thus maintaining, it was hoped, n 
just distinction between natural and fortuitous claims. 

It was difficult, nay almost impossible, to estimate 
what this new’ impost might produce ; by Pith however, 
it was taken at only 2 u 0,00 Oh a-ycar. Ho had declared 
his intention to include nil kinds of property in ft single 
comprehensive measure. Hut tho reception of hw 
Budget enabled him to appreciate more justly the strong 
repugnance of tho landed gentlemen. Thus when he 
Ins nroioct in the fuirimr. lio found it expedient 
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to bring it forward in two Bill?, the one for personal 
and the other for real property. 

Both the Bills wore stoutly opposed by Pox and Fox’s 
friends. As regarding the legacies on personal property 
they had nothing of much weight to urge. Their 
principal argument turned on the alleged hardship to 
illegitimate children, who would have to pay the highest 
rate as strangers, though entitled to indulgence as 
objects of natural affection. But in the division the 
minority was only 1C against G4. 

The second Bill, touching the legacies on real estates, 
was met by much stronger arguments. So at least they 
seemed in the apprehension of the country gentlemen. 
The greater part appear to have stayed away, unwilling 
either to support the Bill or to oppose the Minister. 
But the Members who remained were most equally 
divided. After two other neck and neck votes the same 
evening, the final numbers were 54 against 54. The 
Speaker gave his casting vote to the Yeas ; but Pitt 
declared that seeing so many gentlemen unfriendly to 
the Bill, he would move to postpone it for tlrree 
months. In other words, he resigned it altogether. 
Nor was this inequality in the law redressed until the 
Budget of Mr. Gladstone in 1S53. 

The ill-success of this proposal, and the pressure of 
public expense, compelled Pitt to have recourse to a 
further loan of seven millions and a half. The other 
points of his Budget — as an increase of the duties on to- 
bacco, and on horses kept for pleasure, and a regulation 
of the duties on sugar and salt — appear to have passed 
with little difficulty. But the House of Commons was 

n 3 
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amused by an unexpected coadjutor to the Minister in 
the cause of taxation. Tliis was one of their Members, 
John Dent by name. He availed himself of a petition 
which came from Leicestershire complaining; of the 
great number of dogs kept in kennels for tho recreation 
of the rich. On this foundation Mr. Dent proposed a 
duty of half-a-crown on every dog kept either by rich 
or poor, excepting only those dogs wliich served as 
guides to the blind. 

Pitt, well pleased to seo bis Exchequer supplied, 
declared that he saw nothing improper in laying some 
tax on the keeping of dogs, provided a distinction were 
drawn between the opulent and tho indigent clones. 
Thus the proposal of Mr. Dent became tho ground-work 
of a measure which was carried in a subsequent Session. 
But at tho time tho principal result was ridicule. Mr. 
Dent — over afterwards surnamed "Dog Dent "—-appears 
to have argued against tho entire canine rneouith most 
extraordinary passion. Wo are told in the reports of 
his speech, that he “ proceeded to state, from documents 
in his possession, tho ravages which wero committed by 
dogs — tho quantity of provisions consumed by them— 
and the increase of hydrophobia." 1 “ Wo might have 
imagined," cried Mr. Windham, “that Action had 
revived I ” 


If such were tho jests even of tho Ministers to whom 
Mr. Dent gnvo his general support, it may bo imagined 
how much keener were tho shafts of Opposition. "1 
know not," said Sheridan, “whether the Hon. Mover 


1 1’arL Ilbt, to!. ruU. p. 093. 
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is stimulated upon Pythagorean principles to pursue 
at present, those resentments or antipathies which 
lie may have conceived in a former state of existence 
against a race of animals so long distinguished as the 
friends of men Put will not the, charge of ingra- 

titude lie against us for such a decree of mas-mere 
against these useful animals at the verv time when we 
acknowledge them ns allies of the Combined .Powers, 
and when their brethren form part of that army in 
Jamaica which is fighting successfully against the 
Maroons, and supporting the cause of social order, 
humanity, and religion ? ’’ 

In the same strain did Mr. Courtenay follow, lie 
derided the alarms expressed by Mr. Pent at the increase 
of hydrophobia. “ To alleviate that horror,” said he, “ I 
beg leave to suggest the great advantages which some- 
times result from a state of insanity. The late Lord 
Chesterfield laid it down as a maxim that the only pos- 
sible process by which a Dutchman could become n wit 
was by being bit by a mad dog ; and so ambitious was a 
late Burgo-master at Amsterdam of being distinguished 
by tills shining accomplishment, that he had submitted 
to the operation. Here, then, is encouragement for the 
Hon. gentleman ! ” 

The prospect of negotiation which Pitt had opened in 
the King’s Message of the 8th of December, was sought 
by him to be carried out in the ensuing montli of 
March. Mr. Wickham, our Minister in Switzerland, 
applied in writing, as, instructed, to M. Barthelemy, the 
Drench ambassador at Basle. He inquired whether 
Prance was favourable to a Congress of the Belligerent 
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Powers for the conclusion of a general peace , and what 
were the grounds of the pacification which Prance would 
be willing to propose ? The answer of M BartluSIeni) 
was delajed a fortnight to consult the Government at 
Pans It proved most ungracious and cold Tho 
Directors stated their doubts of the sincerity of England 
— were not inclined to a Congress — and would not 
alienate those of the conquered territories which their 
Legislature had already annexed to the Trench Republic. 
This, in other words, was to declare that they must retain 
the Belgian provinces. And this was also to forbid 
the negotiation, since England had hound herself l>\ 
treaty at the commencement of tho war to maho no 
peace without tho assent of the Austrian Government 
or without maintaining the integrity of tho Austrian 
dominions 

It is probable, indeed, on considering the terms of 
this answer, and of another answer to tho eamo effect 
returned to an agent of tho Court of Vienna, that the 
Directors did not at this period de«ire peace Thc\ 
might seel* to establish their nowl) founded power bj 
a victorious campaign Even now they were bu'ih 
planning the conquest of Italj and tho invasion of 
Ireland 

Tho failure of tho overtures at Basle, and tho pnbh 
cation by England of tho documents containing them 
giuo Tot tho ground for an attach in tho House of 
Commons on tho 1 Oth of Hay In a speech of ncarh 
four hours — one of tho greatest of las mam great l’»r 
Immentnrj efforts — ho roi ion ed and arraign cd tho entin. 
conduct of tho war, and raoicd an Ad lre c s to the Cronm 
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iii its condemnation. With equal ability did Pitt, hurl 
back the charges made. No speaker beyond these two 
took part in the debate; and it was thus, ns the public 
said, an intellectual duel between them. Considering 
how many other able and aspiring men were at that 
period in the House of Commons, we may wonder at 
their silence upon such a theme. But the wonder ceases 
when the two great speeches arc perused — each so full, 
so cogent, and so luminous as to leave apparently little 
to answer and nothing to supply. 

A division ensued, when Fox could muster only 42 
votes against 216. 

There is no doubt, however, that at this juncture Pitt 
was most earnestly intent on peace. In the course of 
the past year he had seen at Basle the Confederacy of 
the Great Powers melt away. He had seen at Quiberon 
the best blood of France poured out like water, and all 
in vain. He had seen with still more poignant feelings 
of concern the increasing strain of the war on the 
finances and commerce of England. Therefore, though 
for the present baffled in his overtures of peace, he was 
determined to renew them at the first favourable 
moment. But in this course he had great difficulties 
to contend with. The King was extremely adverse. 
Windham and some others were much under the in- 
fluence of Burke. And Burke on this question had 
heated instead of cooled. He came forth at this period 
with the last of his great productions, the “Letters on 
a Regicide Peace,” of which the very title shows the 
tendency ; a piece of surpassing eloquence, but extreme 
-and impracticable views. He speaks even of the wish 
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to treat as of something "that threatened to ful within 
To a people,” he adds, “who have once been great and 
proud, and great because they were proud, a change in 
the national spirit is the most terrible of all revolutions ” 
The Parliament had now approached its Septennial 
period, and on its prorogation m Mn) it was di* olved 
In the elections which ensued, the main interest ccn* 
tered at Westminster , Tox, in his address 4 o his late con- 
stituents, describing tho recent legislature with ranch 
graphic force, as “ having taken more from tho liberties 
and added moro to the burdens of the people than an) 
other Parhament which has ever sat ” Ho expected to 
ho returned without opposition, together with his late 
Ministerial colleague, a gallant Admiral, and ono of 
Lord Howe’s fleet, Sir Alan Gardner Nor indeed (ns 
in pursuance of the late agreement) did an) oppo ition 
arise from tho Government side But tho extreme 
section of his own part) brought forward Homo Toohc, 
and the polling was continued for tho full period of 
fifteen da)s Tox and Sir Alan were returned b) largo 
majorities, but tho contest gn\c Homo Tooho op]x>r- 
tumt) — and tins was probabl) Ins mam inducement for 
embarking in it — to delncr from the hustings inam 
scurrilous personalities and quiplc retorts 

Other cities were not so favourable to Pox's friend* 
Indeed, if wo examine in detail their last dm-wnw 
tho Commons on tho 10th of Ma), we shall And that of 
tho fort) -four Member*, including Tellers, who voted on 
Tox's side, no Ic^s tlmn twent) -three sat for Nomination 
Borouglis, such as Camclfonl and Caine It wo* to 
these that the) again recurred at the l)i<«olutiou wh eh 
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ensued. Tlie largest ami most popular constituent 
bodies throughout the country showed in general a firm 
determination in such difiieult times to support thr 
Government. Their good humour was enhanced by the 
favourable prospect, soon afterwards fi:k:Ihd. of an 
abundant harvest. Tlius the new elect’’ ns invJ- Iftt!-* 
or no change in the strength of polk: • i r ; 

the great majority of Pitt was not at nil r ; : r d 

Notwithstanding the pressure i:j* n - i>- 

cliequer, the ministers did not r > - 
subsidy, to aid the Austrian. It w. < : ~ - ~ * ' 

Court of Yienna that without some r: w _ 

wholly unable to continue the nr h ** * ’ *" 

French were waging against tin ~ ' . - • - 

Italy. So urgent was the c - — 

then sitting — Pitt-consented ir • 0 

sihility, the sum of 1 , 209 / . * 
subsequent vote of the Pen- * - 

In Germany there r-a-' 
had been recalled, nc:~hl~ n 
at the close of the L~ 
sent the Emperors j.. a 
young prince whs LiZ r - 

his genius for Trv* - r * _ _ 

merit had snporsei ; 0 . - 

suspicion of Ids I 

manded on :1s 7— , 

Rhine, XLefj™ - 
the second ne__: — 

advanced d: ~~y r: _ ~ ' 

beyond :le _ 
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had been greatly in favour of the Trench. But the 
Archduke giving battle to Jourdan in the direction of 
Wurzburg, gamed over him an important advantage, 
and Moreau was m consequence reduced to a retreat 
That retreat across the Black Forest, and with foes on 
every side, has been often extolled as a master piece of 
military skill Tmally at the close of tho campaign 
the Trench were again beyond the Rhine, and com 
pelled to relinquish their blockades of Majenco and 
Ehrenbreitstem 

Italy, however, was tho scene of by far the greatest 
achievements There at the beginning of tins year tho 
command of tho French army had been entrusted to 
Napoleon Bonaparte, not yet twenty -sea on ) cars of age 
Within a few weeks tho joung General astonished the 
world by a succession of brilliant uctorics. Ascending 
from tho coast at Sarona, and gaining his tiro first 
battles in the gorges of tho Maritime Alps, he compelled 
tho King of Sardinia to suo for pence, entered m 
triumph both Milan and Bologna, and drove tho Austrians 
from tho entire plain of Northern Itnl), while their 
remaining stronghold of Mantua was invented before 
tho close of Julj I rapidly pass oier this campaign 
as not in truth belonging to tho Life of Pitt, nor even 
to tho History of England Yet how hard to compress 
m a single sentence the notice of exploit? upon which 
whole volumes might bo wortlnlj employed! 

Tor tho relief of Mantua tho Austrians made strenuous 
exertions Marshal Wurmser with ft non bodj offeree* 
was detached from tho sceno of war in German), onl 
sanguine hopes w cro entertained of Ins prevailing against 
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General Bonaparte. “I will give a good account of 
that young man! ” said Wurmser, a veteran of fourscore, 
despising an adversary not yet one-third of his own age. 
But on the contrary in several encounters — as at Lonato, 
at Castiglione, and on the Brenta — he was routed 
with heavy loss, and he had no resource but to throw 
himself into the beleaguered city and take part in its 
defence. Meanwhile the French were forming the 
territories of Modena and • Bologna into a new state, 
with the title of the Cispadane Bepublic ; and to the 
South the King of Naples was led by their successes to 
offer his submission, and conclude a treaty of peace. 

Nor were the victories of Bonaparte without great 
influence on his native island. Proud of his fame, the 
Corsicans began to incline to his party. For some time 
past, moreover, there had been a growing alienation 
between them and the Yiceroy of George the Third. 
Faults may perhaps be imputed to each side; some 
degree of fickleness to the Corsicans, and some degree of 
misrule to the English. Sir Gilbert Elliot had con- 
ceived an impolitic jealousy of General Paoli, and had 
visited with his displeasure one of his own best officers, 
Colonel John Moore, for his friendly communications 
with that eminent man. It was natural that the 
partisans of General Paoli should cease to be very warm 
partisans of England. To this it may be added that 
the new Constitution, framed in some measure on 
the model of ours, was not found to accord with the 
v ants and wishes of the people. There were already 
some partial risings, and it became quite clear that the 
Corsicans, far horn opposing, would most probably 
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welcome the invasion which was then preparing by tho 
exiles at Leghorn. Why then rum tbe chance of a 
doubtful conflict for no good end, and why not rather at 
once withdraw the British tioops ? In October orders 
came accordingly, but too late to prevent all collision, 
since a portion of the French invaders had already 
landed. By the aid of Commodoro Nelson, however, 
and his squadron, the British troops, about tlircc thou- 
sand in number, were safely embarked at Bastia, and 
departed fiorn the island after an inglorious occupation 
of two years. With them went General Pnoli, who 
found in London a secure and honoured retreat for 
tho remainder of his life. 

At sea there was no action of importance in tho 
course of this year; but in April tho Trench flight 
boast that they had captured one of the boldest of 
tho English captains. Sir Sidney Smith, ahead) 
celebrated for soieral feats of lalour, and who had 
in his character much of tho Knights Errant of tho 
olden time, was then in command of the Diamond 
frigate off the coast of Normandy. Seeing in Kara* 
Roads a Trench priintccr of great speed, Lo ^ cngcur, 
which bad been several times chased in vain, lie jc-oh cd 
to attempt its capture, and this object ho accomplished 
by means of bis boats. Tho Trench coa^t, howeur, 
was alarmed ; and a number of small craft /Hied with 
troops speedily surrounded Sir Sidney in hi* l’” 2 ’’* 
where, after a gallant defenco protracted os long ft' 
possible, ho found himself compelled to surrender. D >e 
Directory maintained that his object had n 1° exrite 
an insurrection on the territory of the Repaid! ,JtIt * ' 
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this flimsy plea they treated him as a prisoner not of "war, 
hut of state. He was sent with John Wright, one of 
his midshipmen and fellow captives, to the Tour du 
Temple at Paris, where they were confined in separate 
cells. 

At the time when the head of Louis the Sixteenth 
rolled upon the hloclc, it was certainly not foreseen that 
the chief of the still reigning Bourbon Prin'ces would be 
the first to conclude a treaty of alliance with the 
“Regicide Republic.” Such was now the case with 
Spain. There a weak-minded monarch, Charles the 
Fourth, was wholly governed by his Queen, Louisa of 
Parma, and she in her turn by her favourite, Don M anuel 
Godoy, created Prince of the Peace. Moved partly 
by dread of' the French arms, and partly by inducements 
still less worthy, a treaty of alliance with France was 
signed at St. Ildefonso on the 19th of August; and 
in pursuance of this concert of measures a Manifesto 
declaring war against England was issued on the 5th of 
October, — a Manifesto truly described in the English 
reply as grounded only upon “ frivolous pretexts and 
pretended wrongs.” 

Nor was there any brighter gleam in the diplomatic 
tidings from Berlin. On the 5th of August the King of 
Prussia had concluded with the French Republic 
two Conventions, not indeed of alliance, but of amity. 
By the secon d, ^vbich. was for some time kept secret, 
His Majesty engaged, on due compensations to himself 
and others at a general peace, not to oppose the full 
cession to France of the territories to the left of the 
Rhine. In vain did Pitt remonstrate ; in vain did he 
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send Mr Hammond on a special mission to Berlin, and 
endeavour to draw the King of Prussia to a juster sense 
of his duties to the German empire 

On then hole, the events of the war m Europe, so far 
as England was concerned, might almost justify the 
fine metaphor of J3urke, where he calls them “the 
disastrous events which have followed one another in 
a long unbroken funereal tram, moving in a proce^ion 
that seemed to have no end ” It was only from beyond 
the bounds of Europe that good tidings came The 
Duke of York and Mr Dundas had hastened to repair 
the injustice done by Sir Gilbert Elliot to Colonel 
John Mooro They sent him to the West Indies with 
the rank of Brigadier General, and as second in com- 
mand to Sir Ralph Abercromb) The arrival of the«e 
good officers arid of a largo body of English troop? 
entire!) altered tho aspect of affairs m tlmt quarter 
Tho tide of conquest was turned at once against the 
French Grenada, St Lucia, and St Vincent’s were 
successively wrested from them after a stout rcsi c taneo, 
and Demerara and Bcrbice moro easily from their 
Dutch allies. And although no impression could bo 
made on St Domingo, jet it might be said that of all 
tho Sugar Islands Guadeloupo alone remained in the 
encmj 's hands 

Early m September Mr Pitt travelled to iVcj mouth, 
dcsinng to speak to nis Majesty on several point* 
of public business Trom Vo} mouth he wrote to In* 
brother, and from London on Jus return to Jus mother 
in letters tlmt will speak for tlieim'd'c*. 



1796. 


LIFE OF PITT. 


381 


“Weymouth, Sunday, Sept. 4, 179G. 

“ My dear Brother, 

“ I arrived here yesterday afternoon, in conse- 
quence of several occurrences which made me anxious 
to see the Bang ; and I am so pressed to return to town, 
that I cannot find the necessary time either to take 
Burton in my way, or to wait till to-morrow for the 
chance of seeing you here. Among many things which 
I have to mention to yon, one relates to yourself. You 
will of course have seen the account of Lord Mansfield’s 
death, and you will probably receive from the King 
himself the proposal (which he suggested to me before 
I could mention it) that you should succeed as President. 
The difference between the income of that and your 
present situation is not as considerable as I wish it 
was ; but as far as it goes, it is on the right side, and 
enough so to be some object in point of convenience. 
In the way in which it is proposed, it will also, I 
trust, be not unpleasant to you as a mark of the 
King’s sentiments towards you, and I am sure the 
arrangement will be very agreeable to every body. 
What will be in that case the best way of disposing 
of the Privy Seal will require some consideration. 
Be so good as to let me hear from you on this subject 
as soon as you conveniently can. The other subjects I 
wanted to speak of are too large for a letter written 
in haste, but I conclude we shall meet soon in town. 
Hammond’s mission has produced nothing effectual 
at Berlin. We therefore see nothing left (in order to 
bring the question of peace and war to a point) but 
to send directly to Paris. The step of applying for 
a passport will be taken immediately, but the instruc- 
tions to the person sent will not be finally resolved 
on till next week, by which time you will probably be 
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in town An immediate Spanish war, though "not act 
formally announced, seems certain, but this does not 
come unexpectedly , and (if we can satisfy the country 
that we have done enough towards general peace) it will 
not, I trust, produce much embarrassment. Our great 
apparent difficulty is finance, which can only he re- 
moved by bringing people to a temper for very unn nnl 
exertions Sly love to Lady Chatham 

“ Ever affectionately y ours, 

“ W Titt 

“ Downing btrcct, Sept G, 17% 

“My dear Mother, 

“I entertained till within these very fur days 
the hope that my aisit to Weymouth would June af- 
forded mo tho opportunity of taking Burton in my way 
back But it has happened •very unluckily that a 
number of very pressing points of business aroso ju t at 
the moment of my setting out, and made it impossible 
for mo to extend my absence from London longer than 
from Tndny afternoon, when I 6ct out, till yesterday, 
when I returned I am afraid too, that as things nmr 
stand, I can hardly flatter myself with tho possibility* 
of finding a moment for any distant excursion lictvvccn 
this time and tho meeting of Parliament, which wilt 
probably take place on the 27th, or if it is po*tj>oncd 
at all, it will only bo for n aery short tune I m«-t 
therefore, very reluctantly give up the prospect 0 
seeing you till after our Session, which I trust will t ( t 
bo aery long, and anil I liopo proven aery n«f‘d or ^ 
Tho apparent difficulties of tho present moment wi 
I am persuaded, avlien they nro discus-ed prove m 1!t ' 
less than many persons seem now deposed to tm fi ^ 
them , and I am in great hopes of being able to atci 
to you before the end of the year, leaving erervtlurg n 
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lately. The state of France, ns described in the last 
message of tlie Directory, is of itself very encouraging : 
and we have to-day accounts (through Berlin) of n re- 
cent victory of the Archduke, which, if they should lie 
confirmed in their full extent, will materially improve 
the picture. 

“You will, X am sure, be pleased to hear that on my 
arrival at Weymouth it was immediately proposed to 
me that my brother should succeed, on the present va- 
cancy, to the Presidentship of the Council. 1 could not 
wait for his arrival, though he was expected 31 onday ; 
hut left a letter for him to mention the arrangement, 
which I think he cannot hut like, ns very flattering in 
the way in which it comes, and it is also materially 
better in point of income than his present office. 3 
shall probably have his answer to-morrow. I hope the 
Bishop of Lincoln may he able to find an opportunity of 
making the provision Mr. Graves applies for. 

“ Ever, my dear Mother, Ac., 

“ W. Pitt.” 

Lord Chatham in his reply readily accepted the Pre- 
sidency of the Council, and the office of Privy Seal was 
left vacant for some time. Not till February, 1798, 
was it conferred upon Lord Westmorland. 

In proceeding to Weymouth, the main object of the 
Prime Minister was to lay before the King a project of 
negotiation. The reduction of the French settlements 
in the West Indies had given Pitt strong hopes of peace. 
By offering to restore them to France, France on her 
part might be induced to restore the Low Countries to 
the Emperor. With these views the English Minister 
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resolved to attempt a direct negotiation. Subsequently 
lie and Lord Grenville proposed tlmt Lord Malmesbury 
should be the person to proceed on a special emboss) to 
Paris , and to this nomination they obtained, though not 
given without some reluctance, the assent of Gcorgo tho 
Third The Director) sent tho requisite purports, and 1 
thus, on opening the new Parliament on tho Gth of 
October, the King’s Speech might complacently an 
nounce the renewal of negotiation Tho ambas ador 
himself arrived at Pans a fortnight afterwards 
But while tho Directors thus expressed their willing* 
ness to treat, they were actively pursuing a project for 
tho invasion of our shores Ireland, abovo all, was tho 
object A largo fleet had been equipped at Brest, to 
which was now expected tho accession of eorao Spam.li 
vessels Considerable land forces wero collected, and 
General Hocho wfls appointed to the chief command 
Earlier in tho j ear a man of no common ability and 
ardour, Tneobald Wolfe Tone, had hastened over from 
Amencn to tako part in tho expected enterprise Ho 
received tho rank of Adjutant General and Chef do 
Brigade in tho Trench service nndcr tho nsumed name 
of Smith, and held conferences both with M Carnot 
and General Clarke The latter, described b) Tono in 
179G as “ a handsome, smooth faced ) oung man, was 
better known in after years under tho titlo of Duke dc 
Teltre, and as Minister of War both to Napoleon ard 
Louis tho Eighteenth At this timo ho stood lugh m 
tho fav our of tho Directory Being bom of Irish j an 
— nft), as I 10 used to boast, of tho blood of tho Ir« ‘ 
Kingb — and liaving onco travelled for a Aw weeks w 
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Ireland, lie claimed to have ail' intimate knowledge of 
Irish affairs. Yet, according to Tone, he exhibited the 
most astounding ignorance upon them. One day he 
asked Tone whether, in the event of a French invasion, 
the invaders might not 'hope for the aid of the Lord 
'Chancellor. “Any one who knows Ireland,” writes 
Tone in his journal, “will readily believe that I did 
not find it easy to make a serious answer tq, this ques- 
tion. Yes — Fitzgibbon would be very likely, from his 
situation, his principles, his hopes and his fears, his 
property and the general tenor of his conduct, to begin 
a revolution in Ireland ! ” 2 

To this project of invasion the King’s Speech at 
the opening of the new Parliament adverted — “at a 
time,” said His Majesty, “ when the enemy has openly 
manifested the intention of attempting a descent on 
these kingdoms.” And the Ministers lost no time in 
bringing forward their measures of defence. “Our 
navy,” said Pitt, “ is the natural defence of this king- 
dom in case of invasion : in this department, however, 
little remains to be done, our fleet at this moment being 
more formidable than at any former period of our 
history. . . . But I would propose in the first place a 
levy of fifteen thousand men from the different parishes 
for the sea service and for recruiting the regiments of 
the line. ... Of all the modes to obtain a further force 
there is none so expeditious, so effectual, and attended 
with so little expense as that of raising a supplementary 


~ Diary, March 14, 179G. This 
publication (which should ho read 
in the American edition of 1S2G, 

YOL. II. 


as better and moro complete than 
the English) here becomes of great 
historical interest and vnltio. 

S 
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body of Hiiifrn to be grafted upon the present establish- 
ment I would propose that this supplement shall con- 
sist of sixty thousand men, not to be immediately called 
out, but to bo enrolled, officered, and gradually trained, 
so as to be fit for service at a time of danger Another 
measure which I would suggest to the Committee is to 
provide a considerable force of irregular cat alnr \\ ith 
a view to repelling an invasion, the more this species of 
force is extended the greater ad\ antago is lihch to 
accrue from it, as an invading enemy, who mast bo des- 
titute of horses, can have no means to meet it upon 
equal terms By the produce of the recent tax wo 
find that the number of horses kept for pleasure in * 
England, Scotland, and Wales, is about two hundred 
thousand It certainly would not be a Tciy severe re- 
gulation, when compared with tho object to be accom- 
plished, to requiro ono-tenth of tlicso horses for the 
public service. Thus might wo rm«o a caraln force 
of twenty thousand . . . Thcro is still another rc«ourco 
winch ought not to bo neglected Tho licences to 
shoot game taken out bj gamekeepers are no fewer 
than seven thousand. Upon tho supposition of an in- 
vasion, it would bo of no small importance to farm 
bodies of men who, from ibcir dextent) in tiding fire- 
arms, might bo lnghlj useful in harassing tho ojtcntior* 
of tho enom j ” s 

Against tlieso measures of defence — which art h're 
most bneflj sketched — both Sheridan and J t,x ,n * 
■\cighcd with great warmth, though but little suf' 4 '* 


* Speech in the Ilonao of Cotcfficru Oct l c 
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“ I believe,” said Fox, “ ilmt the French liave no inten- 
tion to invade us. They have a Government too well 
informed of the disposition of the people and the situa- 
tion of the country to hope for success in such an enter- 
prise. Supposing they do make that desperate attempt, 
I have no doubt as to the issue. But what ought wo 
to do in the mean time ? What is the duty of this 
House at this moment? To cherish the spirit of free- 
dom in .the people ; to restore to them that for which 

their ancestors have bled : to make the Ministers really 

J « 

responsible. Not to be confiding in the servants of the 
Crown, but watchful and jealous of the exercise of their 
power. . . . Then will you have no occasion for adding 
to your internal military force, for then even an invasion 
would never be formidable.” 

Such was the advice that Fox — at a moment of great 
public danger, and when the very existence of the king- 
dom might be at stake — deemed it consistent with his 
duty to address to the House of Commons. Such was 
the spirit with which on subsequent days he continued to 
carp at the Ministerial measures for defence. No wonder 
if the spleen of independent Members was aroused. “ I 
will not,” said Mr. Wilberforce, “ charge these gentle- 
men with desiring an invasion; but I cannot help think- 
ing that they would rejoice to see just so much mischief 
befall then country as would bring themselves into office.” 
These words in the debate were resented, with much 
fierceness by Sheridan, with much good temper by Fox. 
t: I fear, says Wilberforce in his Diary, “ that I went 
too far.” “No,” wrote to him his friend Dr. Cookson, 
“ y° u did not go too far. "What you said is what every- 

s 2 



388 


LIFE or riTT. 


Chap, XXII. * 


body thinks, but what nobody else had the courage to 
speak out .” 4 

Mr. AYilberforce had, however, another grievance of 
liis own. In one of the new Bills it was provided that 
the supplemental corps of Militia should ho trained on 
Sunday afternoons. Against this clause the Member for 
Yorkshire protested, and finally prevailed. In his 
Diary ho writes as follows : “ Dundas is now clear that 
it would shock the general morals of Scotland to exer- 
cise their volunteers on Sunday ; but I can scarco per- 
suade Pitt that in England it would even in serious 
people excite any disgust" 

Next in order came the financial measures. Ilerc 
was ample scope for the most gloomy apprehensions. 
The National Debt had now risen to upwards of four 
hundred millions, and tho strain upon the public re- 
sources was indicated by tbo progressive declino in tho 
price of Stocks. In January of tliis year tho lowest 
point of tho Thrco per Cents, had been 07; in tho 
September following they fell at one timo to 03. Never- 
theless a now loan of at least eighteen millions was re- 
quired by tho pressing exigencies of tho public service. 
Pitt, in the course of tho autumn, held long and anxious 
consultations with tho Bank Directors. They agreed 
that to attempt to raise tho new loan in tho ordinary 
manner would bo an operation of exceeding cos*t owl 
very doubtful success. Under these circumstances 
Pitt, it may justly bo said, evinced hh own ju:Wi' 
spirit when ho relied on and appealed to the puh^* 


* life of Wllbcrfurct*. »■/ Lis F»«*. li- p l' 1 - 
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spirit of the people. He announced a loan of 
18,000,000?. at five per cent., to be taken at 112?. 10.?. 
for every 100?. Stock, and with an option to the pro- 
prietors to be paid off at par within two years after a 
treaty of peace. These terms, which in our own day would 
seem exorbitant, were but scanty at that time of danger 
and distress. “From. the very first,” says a highly 
competent judge, “ the undertaking was a source of loss 
to the subscribers, so far as the market value was con- 
cerned.” 5 This statement 1 derive from an excellent 
Essay by Mr. Newmarch, on the Loans raised by Mr. 
Pitt — an Essay to which in my review of his financial 
policy I shall have more ample occasion to refer. 

Under these circumstances, then, the Subscription 
List for the Loan of 1796 could never have been filled 
had not Pitt in proposing it addressed himself to higher 
motives than the love of gain. It was by no means as 
a profitable speculation that he urged it, but as a pa- 
triotic duty. And hence it was called “the Loyalty 
Loan.” 

Not every government would thus appeal to' the 
people. Not every people, I add with pride, would 
thus respond to the government. For nothing could be 
more enthusiastic than the manner in which that re- 
sponse was made. Here are the very words of a con- 
temporary writer On the first day of the new loan 
(Thursday, the 1st of December), before the close of the 
books, 5,000,000?. were subscribed by merchants and 
others. At ten o’clock this morning, Monday, the 5th of 


5 Essay by W. Newmarch, Es<p, June, 1855, p. 120. 
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December, the parlour doors of the Bank, were opened , 
before which time the lobby was crowded Numbers 
could not get near the boohs at all, while others, to 
testify their zeal, called to the persons at the books then 
signing to put down their names for them, as they were 
fearful of being shut out At about twenty minutes 
past eleven the subscription was declared to bo com 
pletely full, and hundreds in the room w ere reluctant!) 
compelled to go away By the post innumerable orders 
came from the country for subscriptions to be put down, 
scarcely one of which could bo executed, and long 
after the subscription list was closed persons continued 
coming, and were obliged to depart disappointed. It is 
a curious fact, and well worth stating, that the subserip 
tion was completely filled m fifteen hours and twenti 
minutes, namely, two hours on Thursday, sit on 
Friday, six on Saturday, and ono hour and twenti 
minutes on Honda) The Duke of Bridgewater nctualh 
tendered a Draft at sight on his banker for 100,000/, 
which ho subscribed to tho new loan, but which of 
course could not be accepted, since the Act is not >tt 
passed ” 6 It may bo added that another man ( f 
princel) fortune, nnmel) the Dnko of Bedford, though 
m strenuous opposition to tho Go\ cnimcnt, sti b"Crd*'d 

in duo time an equal sum 

Tho tokens of such n spirit — a spirit which rtt ^ 
and dignifies and well nigli hallows tho comtm n j fo™ 
arithmetic of tho Stock Exchange— *mai maho th I cait 
of an) Englishman thrill Had tho lancli l^nthdy 
apprised of nil these circumstances tin ) wtuMsundj' 
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have abated of their eagerness for projects to invade ns. 
The clangour of their equipments at Brest would have 
died away ; and the sails already swelling to the East 
wind would have been furled. They would have ac- 
knowledged that a people with such a spirit, unshaken 
in the most trying times, could never be subdued. 

Great as was the triumph of Pitt, he could not indulge 
it. A most painful, but, as ho deemed, a bounden duty 
was before him. Even with that pressure on the 
resources of the people, he was resolved to lay on new 
imposts providing for the payment of the interest of the 
new loan, and for the operation of the Sinking Fund. 
His own feelings at that period are best portrayed in the 
words of Iris principal colleague. Beviewing this whole 
question thirty-two years afterwards, Lord Grenville 
adverts to Mr. Pitt as follows : “ With an ardent and 
generous spirit, devoting all his energies to tile national 
prosperity, he risked, and in no small degree surrendered, 
his highly- valued popularity to the necessity of a large 
additional taxation which that measure (the Sinking 
Fund) compelled him to establish and maintain. This 
was no light sacrifice, nor did he feel it such ; but he 
anticipated in return with unspeakable delight the full 
tide of wealth which, in some distant but auspicious 
moment, the results of these disinterested exertions were 
to pour upon the country. What he so ardently wished 
he willingly believed.” 7 

On the 7 th of December, the day but one after the sub- 


7 Essay on the supposed Advantages of a Sinking Fund, by Lord 
Grenville, March 15, 1828. 
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scnptions to the Lo) alty Loan had closed, Pitt brought 
forward his Budget in the House of Commons Be 
proposed new taxes amounting to upwards of 2,000,000?, 
derived from a great variety of sources, ns higher rates 
on the fine kinds of ten, on sales by auction, on BritUi 
and foreign spirits, on sugar, on houses, on stage- 
coaches, and on postage He also announced tho sub- 
sidy of 1,200,000? which, during tho Ecccss, ho had 
remitted to the Emperor without consent of Parliament 
Against this expenditure, against this subsidy, ngamst 
all the ‘ false and deceitful statements’ (for so Mr Grty 
termed them) of the Minister, both Grey and Pot mo«t 
bitterly inveighed Nor dnl Tox forbear from exalting 
by comparison the financial credit of tho country of 
Assignats “ Only last y car,’ ho said, “ tho Mini ter had 
spoken of Franco as ‘on the icige, nay in (he gulf of 
bankruptcy’ These had been lusher) woriH ^ow,” 
said Pox, “ I should like to know whether tho 1 renrh 
have yet passed tho gulf of bankruptcy ? I hope the\ 
ha\c, for certainly wlnlo they were in it they were moat 
dreadful enemies to this country 1 ’ 

Tho conduct of Pitt in lm\ mg granted a subsidy ti 
Austria without tho consent of Parliament cxcitedsomo 
displeasure both in the City and the House of Common* 
The citizens, as^inbhng in their Common Hftlk railed 
upon their Members to support a ioto of coniure 1 hit 
simo ciemng the 13th of December, tho rcii'Ufo na« 
jnoied by Pox m tlio Lower House ^ ithout an\ m r 
particular narration wo may readily concme I owin t! 
debate, the one p irty maintained that tho Co»*tituti a 
had been \ minted, und the otlurthat the pul ht u hm * 
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had been served. In the division Fox veil nigh doubled 
his customary numbers, mustering SI against. 2S5. 
However, when a few days afterwards Pitt brought down 
a Message from His Majesty, stating the necessity of 
further advances to the Emperor, and when the Minister 
proposed the vote of another half million for that; 
purpose, the vote passed, with great objection indeed, but 
little difficulty. 

Another motion that touched the Court, of Vienna was 
brought forward by General Fitzpatrick, lie renewed 
the proposal which he had made almost three years 
before, that the King should be entreated to intercede 
with his ally for the deliverance of General La Fayette 
and his companions in captivity. In his speech ho 
drew a most touching picture, not only of the rigours 
inflicted on the General in the dungeons of Olmlitz, but 
of the merits and sufferings of Madame de La Fayette, 
whom he justly termed an admirable pattern of female 
virtue. “I readily admit, Sir,” thus Pitt began, “that 
a more striking and pathetic appeal was never made to 
the feelings of the' House Nevertheless, how- 

ever much our humanity may be interested,- yet, con- 
sidered as a question of political relations, it is not one 

which comes at all within our cognizance No 

instance of such interference as is now proposed has 
ever taken place at any former period, .... nor could 
such interference be attempted without establishing a 
principle of the most unwarrantable land— a principle 
inconsistent with the internal policy and independent 
fights of Foreign States.” 

A long debate ensued, which even at the present day 
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has by no means lost its interest. Wilberforce, after 
much donbt in his own mind, declared himself favourable 
to the object of the motion. We find in his journal : 
** Never did I rise to 6peak with more reluctance. I 
expected all the ridicule which followed; and when 
Dundas, with a happy peculiarity of expression, talked of 


my Amendment as designed to catch the straaglmgXvms.- 
nity of the House, there was a perfect roar of laughter.”* 
Fox, Grey, and Sheridan all spoke eloquently in 
support of the motion. Then Windham rose to resist 
it. But the ground which he took was wholly different 
from Pitt’s. He made his stand altogether upon Burke’s. 
For the objections which he urged against the motion 
rested in great measure on the principles and proceed- 
ings of La Fayette in France. “As the mere suffering 
of an individual,” said he, “the case of La Fayette 
must certainly excite pity. There is no case of calamity 
whatever, which if abstracted from other considerations, 
but must awaken the feelings of every one deserving 

the name of man But if La Fayette lias fallen 

into misery, he has fallen a victim to his own acts and 
his own principles. He has betrayed and ruined Ins 
country and his King, and taken refuge for his character 
and conscience in his own defeat ; claiming merit for 
stopping just at that point beyond which it was out of 
his power to go, and when he became the enemy of 
those whom he had made tho instruments of his designs 
upon the King 1 . .... Mankind are not formed to pit) 
at once the oppressed and the oppressor. 


■ Diary, Dec. 16. 1706. 
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In the division which ensued, the minority, notwith- 
standing the aid of Wilbcrforoc. could muster no more 
than fifty votes. 

In December, 1795, Mr, Samuel Whitbread, the 
active and able Member for 1 Jed ford, and the head 
of a flourisliing brewery, had brought in n Dill to 
regulate the wages of labourers in husbandry. His 
plan was to give the Justices of the Donee power to 
fix the minimum rate at. the blaster Quarter Sessions. 
When in the February following the Bill came on fora 
second reading, it was opposed by Pitt. He declared 
that he had most carefully considered the subject, and 
endeavoured to obtain the best information upon it. 
But lie took liis stand on the unanswerable grounds, ns 
we now acknowledge them to be, of Adam Smith. 
“Will it not bo wiser for the House,” he said, “to 
consider the operation of general principles, and rely 
upon the effect of their unconfined exercise ? I conceive 
that to promote the free circulation of labour, to remove 
the obstacles by which industry is prohibited from 
availing itself of its resources, would go far to remedy 
the evils and diminish the necessity of applying for 
relief to the poor-rate. But,” Mr. Pitt continued, “ I 
should wish that an opportunity were given of restoring 
the original purity of the Poor Laws, and of removing 
those corruptions by which they have been obscured. 
.... These great points of granting relief according 
to the number of children, preventing removals at the 
caprice of the parish officer, and mailing them subscribe 
a to friendly societies, would tend in a very great degree 
to remove every ground of complaint All this. 
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however, I will confess is not enough, if we do not 
engraft upon it Resolutions to discourage relief where 

it is not wanted The extension of schools of 

industry is also an object of material importance. The 
suggestion of these schools was originally drawn from 
Lord Hale and Mr. Locke, and upon such authority I 
have no hesitation in recommending the plan to the 

encouragement of the Legislature Such a plan 

would convert the relief granted to the poor into an 
encouragement for industry, instead of being, ns it is by 
the present Poor Laws, a premium for idleness, and a 
school for sloth. There are also a number of subor- 
dinate circumstances to which it is necessary to attend. 
The law which prohibits giving relief where any visible 
property remains should be abolished. That degrading 
condition should be.withdrawn. No temporary occasion 
should force a British subject to part with the last 
shilling of his little capital, and to descend to a state of 
'■wretchedness from which he could never recover, merely 
that he might be entitled to a casual supply.” 

The outline of the Bill which Mr. Pitt drew on this 
occasion seemed to meet with decided approbation. 
Accordingly, in the course of the summer and autumn, 
he applied himself to frame a Bill on the principles 
which he had announced. On the 22nd of December 
he laid it before the House of Commons. It was drawn 
up with great care, and consisted of sixty-eight clauses. 
A copy of it is still preserved in tho Librnry of tho 
House of Lords. An abstract of it, clauso by clause, 
as derived from that source, was given in tho Tunes of ? 
Jtfarch 19, 1S3S. * 
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The object of Mr. Pitt in laying his Bill upon the 
Table before Christmas was, “that during the interval 
of Parliament it might be circulated in the country, and 
undergo the most serious and mature investigation.” 
But the result was not favourable. So many objections 
were started, and so much repugnance shown by the 
Members of the House of Commons, that there was no 
encouragement to press the measure farther, and no 
hope to pass it into law. 

In 1796, as in the preceding year, there were some 
experiments in Steam Navigation set on foot by Earl 
Stanhope, and sanctioned by the Lords of the Admiralty. 
He had induced them to construct a ship in the Thames, 
and had signed a bond, dated June 30, 1791, with a 
penalty to himself of 9000/., “ to indemnify the public 
in case the said ship should not answer the purpose of 
Government.” The subject must be owned to be a 
curious one, as tending to throw some light on the first 
steps of a gigantic change in the British navy ; and the * 
origin of the scheme is summed up as follows in a let- 
ter which Earl Stanhope addressed to the Lords of the 
Admiralty. 

“Chevening, Dee. 22, 1795. 

“ My Lobds, 

“ Your Lordships .no doubt are all of you informed 
that an Ambi-Navigator ship (called the Kent) has been 
constructed by Government for the purpose of ascer- 
taining the efficacy of the important plan, invented by 
me, of navigating ships of the largest size without any 
wind, and even against wind and waves ; and that on the 
30th day of June in the year 1794 I gave a bond to 
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His Majesty relative to that ship and plan The steam 
engine apparatus constructed under my direction, and 
intended for moving that vessel, is now on board her in 
Greenland Dock For several months past 1 have been 
making detached experiments in the ship on various 
part3 of the apparatus for I do not intend to content 
myself with merely producing a result, but my senes of 
experiments is such as to be intended to establish every 
part of the subject on clear and irrefragable proof*, and 
to ascertain demonstratively what is the best possible 
plan 

“ The subject being a new one, the workmen havo 
had everything to learn, and it has taken more time to 
complete the ■work than was at first expected The 
time mentioned m my bond to be allowed for the 
making of the experiments is nearly expired I there- 
fore request jour Lordships to add a few more months 
(such as eight, ten, or twelre) for that purpose, as I 
take for granted that your Lordships would not deem it 
either proper or expedient to stop experiments of such 
consequence in their progress, and at the evo of their 
conclusion 

“ I have the honour to be, Ac , 

“Stvxhope ’ 

In reply on the part of the Board of Admiralty 
(Dec 28, 1795), the Secretary Mr E\an Nepean, m a 
liberal spirit, granted the longest period of extension 
that had been suggested, nameh t\\ eh o months. Tho 
correspondence which I hero select and subjoin took 
place, as \ull bo seen, near tho closo of that further 
term 
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Earl Spencer to Earl Stanhope, 

“ My Lord, “ Admiralty, Nov. 5, 1796. 

“ The delay which I alluded to in my former 
letter arose from some doubt whether the experiment 
which has already been made was sufficient to ascertain 
the properties of the Kent. In order therefore to re- 
move any doubt upon that subject, the Board of Admi- 
ralty have determined on. trying another experiment 
for that express purpose ; for which (if your Lordship 
has no objection to it) directions will be immediately 

gi yen - “ I have the honour, &c., 

“ Spencer.” 


Earl Stanhope to Earl Spencer. 

“ My Lord, “London, Nov. 8, 1796. 

“ The Kent is 'at present (whatever it may be 
hereafter) a Government vessel. The Board of Admi- 
ralty therefore have a right, and will do right, to make 
with her such experiments as they shall deem proper. 
My consent is not necessary, nor should I refuse it if it 
were. 

“ Two things no doubt your Lordship will think it 
expedient to do. First, that the necessary directions 
may be immediately given for making those experi- 
ments respecting which I shall not interfere. Secondly, . 
that they may be made within a short space of time, 
inasmuch as your Lordship must be sensible that whilst 
the vessel is out, no adjustment can be made in the 
steam apparatus, in order to make the intended experi- 
ments with steam. 

“ Tliat subject is of far more importance than the 
Board of Admiralty seems to be aware of. 

“ I have the honour, &c., 

“ Stanhope.” 



Bari Spencej to Bari Stanhope 
“ My Lord, ‘ Admiralty, May 17, 1797 

“ The Report of the Navy Board 

(dated the 6th. of this month), to which the Admiralty 
must pay some attention, is positively against your 
Lordship’s proposal of renewing y our bond , but I be 
heve the fairest way will be to transmit to you a copy 
of it, that your Lordship may have an opportunity of 
explaining some points which it is possible they may 
have misconceived 

" You may depend upon my not feeling the most 
distant intention of trifling with you on this or any 
other subject, though I certainly do not yet see any 
reason to alter the opinion I have already expressed 
that the method you have imagmed of moving ships, 
independent of wind and tide, will not he found to 
answer the very great expectations your Lordship ap- 
pears to have formed of it 

“ I have the honour, Ac , 

“ Spencer ” 


The experiments made by the Kent wero satisfactory 
to Lord Stanhope , not so to the Navy Board On tho 
whole the Lords of the Admiralty deemed this trial 
of Steam Navigation to bo conclusive against it, an( ^ 
they required of Lord Stanhope tho penalty stipn 
lated m his bond. Their correspondence with him 
from first to last was conducted in a most honourable 
spirit, and with perfect fairness of intention But 
think that we may deduce from it their early dis 
trust and disrelish of tho scheme Wo may, I think 
infer that tho tnal was not freely accepted, but was 
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rather by some extraneous cause imposed upon them. 
If so, the question arises, who imposed it? Considering 
the political hostility of the projector to the adminis- 
tration, and his personal estrangement from Mr. Pitt, 
no party and no family influence are hero to ho ima- 
- gined. No other alternative, so far ns I can see, re- 
mains, than that the Prime Minister, when consulted, 
urged the trial of the scheme from liis own impression of 
its possible merits. There is, therefore, as I conceive, a 
strong probability that Mr. Pitt was the earliest of all our 
statesmen in office who discerned, however dimly in the 
distance, the coming importance of steam to navigation, 
and who desired to bring it to the test; and this at 
the very time when his own First Lord of the Admi- 
ralty, in other respects a most judicious administrator, 
looked down upon the project as an empty dream. 

The more heavily, at this juncture, did the cares of 
finance and state press on Pitt, the more anxiously did 
he turn his eyes to the prospects of the new negotiation 
which the King had sanctioned, and which the Minis ters 
had already commenced. 

If the negotiation thus commenced did not end in 
success, it was certainly from no want of ability in those 
who conducted it on the part of England. Pitt himself 
gave assiduous attention to each step in this great 
matter. Lord Grenville continued to b<5 Secretary for 
Foreign Affairs. As Under Secretary the Prime Min- 
ister had in the course of this very year appointed 
a young man of the highest Parliamentary promise, 
fulfilled by liis subsequent renown. This was George 
Canning, who, born in 1770, and entering the House 
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of Commons under the Munster’s auspices in 1793, had 
already won laurels in debate To Pitt the young 
orator attached himself, not merely with party zeal, but 
with all the warmth of personal regard "In his 
grave,” he said long afterwards, "my political allegiance 
lies buned ” 

Tor the foreign part of the negotiation Pitt at fir»t 
designed that Mr Jackson, who had commenced, should 
still pursue it But Mr Jackson, though an able 
public servant, did not fill a sufficient space in the 
public eye " Everybody feels it,” writes Wilberforce, 
" but few dare tell Pitt any such thing People will 
not so much believe him in earnest m the treaty as if 
a more important character were employed” Pitt 
yielded at last to these representations, obtained also 
the assent of the King, and, ns I have shown in a pre- 
ceding passage, entrusted this high commission to Lord 
Malmesbury, then beyond all doubt at the head of our 
diplomatic service 

Yet the inherent difficulties of the task were m truth 
insuperable So long as they remained m general 
terms — so long as " equivalents and restitutions ' wcro 
vaguely talked of — there might bo hopes of a favour 
able issue But when it came to closo quarters when 
Lord Grenville in plain terms sent instructions as 
follows — "On this point therefore of suffering the 
Netherlands to remain a part of Prance, your Lorddnp 
must not gi\ o the smallest hopo that His Majesty 'vil 
be induced to relax 9 ”—it became clear at onco that 

» To Lord Malmesbury Dec 11 170G Malmesbury Com-jv 
iu p 311 



179 < 3 . 


LIFE OF PITT. 


403 


the Freuch Government were -wholly averse to such 
a sacrifice. They were also much displeased r at the 
frequent references for orders and instructions made by 
the English Ambassador to his Court ; and at last, 
in a sally of ill-humour, they put an end to the whole ( 
negotiation. On the 19th of December M. Charles 
Delacroix, as Minister for Foreign Affairs, wrote to 
Lord Malmesbury requiring him and his suite to depart 
from Paris within forty-eight hours, and to lose no timo 
in quitting the territory of the French Republic. The 
Directors, he said, would listen to no proposal contrary 
to the edicts which had fixed the limits of that territory. 
If, added M. Delacroix, the English Government really 
wished for peace, the French was ready to conclude it 
on such a basis and by the mere interchange of couriers. 

On the rupture of this negotiation, the papers relating 
to it were immediately laid before Parliament. Pitt 
in the one House, and Lord Grenville in the other (each 
on the 30th of December), moved an Address pledging 
them to support His Majesty in the necessary prosecu- 
tion of the war. “ In fact, ” said Pitt, as he concluded 
a most able speech of three hours, “the question is 
not how much you will give for peace, but how much 
disgrace you will suffer at the outset of your negotia- 
tions for it. In these circumstances, then, are we to 
persevere in the war until a spirit and energy worthy of 
the British name and of the British character ? Or are 
we, by sending couriers to 'Paris, -to prostrate ourselves 
at the feet of a stubborn and supercilious Government ?” 

Ho sooner had Pitt concluded than Ersldne started 
up, eager to assail the negotiation, the Minis ters, and 



404 


LIFE OF PITT. 


Chap. XXII. 


everything appertaining to them. But after a few 
sentences, he faltered, broke down, and resumed his seat 
in confusion. Then Fox with his usual readiness stood 
forward in the place of his friend. “Sorry indeed 
nm I ” — thus he began — “ on account of my Hon. and 
Learned friend, whose indisposition has suddenly com* 
pelled him to sit down; sorry for the sake of the 
House, whose information has been thus unpleasantly 
interrupted; and sorry for the cause of peace and 
Great Britain, which Ministers seem determined to push 
to the last verge of ruin.” Fox then proceeded to 
charge upon the Government a long succession of 
“little tricks and artifices.” He said that they had 
not desired peace, but only to obtain the credit of pacific 
intentions. Their deliberate object had been, by un- 
reasonable proposals and vexatious delays, to ronso tho 
pride of the Directory, and compel them to break off 
the negotiation. Such were the statements of Mr. Fox ; 
but is there at the present day oven one man willing to 
endorse them ? Or are there many instances on record 
of misrepresentations so extreme ? 

On this occasion, however, Fox w as not followed into 
the lobby by a numerous train. Tho amendment 
which he moved obtained but thirty-seven votes ; and 
the same amendment, moved by tho Earl of Guilford 
in the Peers, no more than eight 

In this abrupt dismissal of tho British Minister, 
and, as Pitt declared it, “ this studied insult to the 
British people, it was tho opinion of Lord Malmesbury 
that the French Government had been partly swaje 4 
by tho tidings from Petersburg. On tho 17th of 
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vember the Empress Catherine died. There had been 
no sign of illness till she was found stretched upon the 
floor, and she had been in good spirits till the very 
morning of that day. 1 .It may be observed that the cir- 
cumstances of her death bear a great resemblance to 
those of George the Second’s. 

On the same night that the news had reached him, 
Pitt announced it to Dundas as follows : — 

“Downing Street, Sunday, i? past 11, r.ar. 

__ (December, 179G.) 

“ Dear Duftdas, 

“ A new scene is opened on the Continent by 
an event of which the account is just come — the death 
of the Empress of Russia on the 17th of last month. 
The despatches are not yet come to the Office. We 
cannot therefore yet tell in what state our treaty was 
left, but I am afraid much good is not in any case to 
be expected from the new Emperor. It is difficult 
’ to say whether one ought to regret the most that she 
had not died sooner or lived longer. 

“ Yours ever, 

“W. P.” 

At Petersburg the only son of the late Empress was 
at once proclaimed her successor, under the title of Paul 
the Eirst. As may be inferred from the preceding let- 
ter, the new Sovereign was not thought to incline to the 
English interest. It was not yet known how weak, nay 
even disordered, was his intellect; and how little 
reliance could be placed on any resolution that he 
formed. 


1 Histoire de Catherine II., par Castera, vol. iii. p. 174. 
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LETTERS AND EXTRACTS OF LETTERS FROM KING 
GEORGE THE THIRD TO MR. PITT. 

o 

* June 5, 1788. 

I sliall not object to advancing Sir Janies Harris to a 
seat in tlie House of Lords, provided be is accompanied 
by Sir Joseph Yorke. For though the latter may not 
have the same claim to favour from Administration, he 
certainly lias it for forty years from the fountain of 
honour. If I do not remember past service, and only 
think of the moment, I shall not act the port I ought, 
which is the remembering that justice is the first duty 
of a Sovereign. Had not Sir James been recom- 
mended, I should not have thought of Sir Joseph; but 
the favour to the one makes the other indispensable, 
though never solicited. jg 

Few, June 12, 1788. 

A pretty smart bilious attack prevents my coming 
this day to town. I am certainly better than yesterday, 
and if it goes on mending this day, I shall hope to see 
Mr. Pitt in town to-morrow. Sir George Baker approves 
of what I have done, and I trust his advice will remove 
the remains of this complaint. On returning from the 
review I was forced to take to my bed, as the only 
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tolerable postuie I could find To be sure I am what 
one calls a cup too loir, but when thoroughly cleared I 
hope to feel fully equal to any business that may occur. 


Kew, June 12, 1788 

Since writing tins morning I have seen Sir George 
Baker, who, though he thinks ever} thing goes on well, 
yet very fairly told me that quiet is essential to re- 
moving my complamt, and that I must neither go to 
London to-morrow nor return to Windsor. I therefore 
give this information to Mr Pitt, that he may not tlnnk 
my not appearing to-morrow a sign of being worse 
I certainly mend, but have been pretty well disciplined 
this day I am soiry the Chancellor has not quite re- 
moved the trouble he has excited in the Law nrraDg&- 
ments it is melancholy that superior characters now 
and then let temper instead of reason guide them , but 
I trust Mr. Pitt’s good temper will make him feel for 
weakness, and as the proposed arrangement will bo 
effected, not feel for the manner. G. B 


Cheltenham, Aug 14, 1788 

I am this instant returned from seeing the most 
beautiful sight I ever beheld, namel}, the colhen 
country near Stroud above fort} thousand people wero 
assembled, and they all confess tho trado is now brisker 
than the oldest person ever remembers. 

Pnday tbo 22nd is the first Levee, and consequent!) 
tho proper time for Lord Amherst and Lord Howard 
to kiss hands I hope I shall sco Mr. Pitt m goo 
health on the evening of the 19th at Windsor. 
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Kcv, Oct. 20, 17SS, Six o’clock p.m. 

I have not been able to answer Mr. Pitt’s letter 
sooner tliis day, having had a very indifferent night; 
but the medicine which Sir George Baker found neces- 
sary to be taken to remove the spasm has now greatly 
relieved me. Indeed I think mvself nearer irett incr rid 

• o o 

of my complaint than since the attack. If I should 
have a good night, I will write and desire Mr. Pitt to 
come here previous to the meeting of the Cabinet . 

We happily got through the business last year, but 
then our enemy was weak indeed, and the Prussian 
arms succeeded beyond expectation. In the present 
scene it is the contrary. The lung of Sweden seems to 
have what often go together — great want of courage, 
and as little good faith. The sentiments of his subjects 
are not known here ; for Mr. Elliot’s despatches are, I 
believe, yet to be composed, and the Danish troops 
have advanced much farther than any one supposed ; 
even Bemsdorf owns it in a letter I believe drawn up 
for our inspection. All I mean by this is, that we must 
try to save Sweden from becoming a province of Russia ; 
but I do not think this object can only be obtained by 
a general war, to run the risk of ruining the finances of 
this country, -which, if our pride will allow us to be 
quiet for a few years, will be in a situation to hold a 
language which does not become the having been driven 
out of America. 

To speak openly, it is not the being considerably 
weakened by illness, but the feelings that never have 
day or night been at ease since this country took that 
disgraceful step, that has made me wish what years I 
have still to reign not to be drawn into a war. I am 
now within a few days of twenty-eight years, having 
been not on a bed of roses. I began with a successful 
war ; the people grew tired of that, and called out for 

t 2 
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peace Since that the most justifiable war an) country 
ever waged — there m few campaigns, from being popular 
again peace was called for After such woful examples, 
I must be a second Don Quixote if I did not wish, if 
possible, [to avoid] falling again into the same situation 
The ardour of youth may not admire my calmness, but 
I tlnnh it fairer to speak out thus earlj than hy silence 
be supposed to hate changed my opinion, if things 
should bear a more warlike appearance than I now ex- 
pect, and if I should then object to a general war 

I am afraid Mr Pitt will perceive I am not quite in 
a situation to write at present, hut I thought it better 
even to write as loosely as I lme here than to let the 
box return without an answer to Ins letter 

O K 

Kow, Oct. 2o, 1788 

Mr Pitt really seemed distressed at seeing m\ 
bodily stiffness jesterday, which I alono exhibited to 
stop further lies and any foil of the Stocks Tor this 
landness I shall desire Sir George Baker ("ho i» to call 
here previous to my setting out for incisor this morn 
ing) on Ins return to town to call in Downing Street, 
that if Sir Pitt is at leisure he mo) 1 now exactly how 
Sir George found me 

I am certainly weak and stiff, but no wonder I 
am certain mr and relaxation nro the quickest reston 
lives But that nothing may he delft) ed by my present 
situation, I authorise Mr Pitt to acquaint the Cabinet 
that though I can never think whether Sweden gw* 
verned by a corrupt King or a corrupt Senate a snljcct 
worthy risking the being drawn into a war, yet that *f 
the) wish to hold an) language (that is neicr meant to 
bo followed up to these dreadful lengths) which may 
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perhaps tend in 1c«‘!'ji Sweden in iP present situation. 1 
do not object to ii. 

Mr. Pin P desired by im* t<» acknowledge the receipt 
of thK and to prevent all political paper,-' 1»* -iiipf sent (o 
mo till I moot him on Wednesday at Si. .Inmost. 

it. 


Mr. J y it( to the Kin >l. 

Downing Street, Oct. 23, 1 7 F 8 , M r.n. 

Mr. Pitt did not receive your Mnjotv’s commands 
iil] after his arrival in town, having misled tin* me.'M-n- 
«rer in his wav from the country; and la* has - .since do- 

v • * 

for red acknowledging them, thinking it would he more 
sati-factory to write after the t’ahinet. 

"Wishing to trespass as little as possible on your 
Majesty’s time, he will only say that, notwithstanding 
the general opinion which he ventured to submit, to 
your Majesty on the present statu of affairs in the Xorth, 
there seems no absolute necessity to say anything in 
the despatches now to be sent, which could finally com- 
mit this country to the extent of going to war in sup- 
port of Sweden, and that the instructions to Mr. Ewart 
will be framed cm this idea. 

Mr. Pitt feels ns he ought your Majesty’s conde- 
scension and goodness in giving him an opportunity of 
receiving a particular account from Sir George Baker, 
and from his statement flatters himself that a few clays 
will remove the effects of your Majesty’s complaint. 

"Windsor, ]Sov. 3, 1788. 

The King thinks it must give Mr. Pitt pleasure to 
receive a line from him. This will convince him the 
King can sign warrants without inconvenience : there- 
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fore lie desires any tliat are ready may be sent, and he 
has no objection to receive any large number, for he 
shall order the messenger to return to town and shall 
sign them at his leisure He attempts reading the 
despatches daily, but as yet without success , but he eats 
well, sleeps well, and is not m the least now fatigued 
with nding, though he cannot yet stand long, and is 
fatigued if he walks Having gamed so much, the rest 
mil soon follow Mr Pitt is desired to be at Kew at 
two or three o’clock, whichever suits lnm best 

G It 1 

Kew, Feb 23, 1789 

It is with infinite satisfaction I renew my correspond- 
ence with Mr Pitt by acquainting him of my having 
seen the Prince of Wales and my second son Caro 
was taken that the conversation should bo general and 
cordial they seemed perfectly satisfied I cho«o tho 
meeting should bo in the Queen’s apartment, that all 
parties might have that caution which at tho present 
hour could but be judicious 

I desire Mr Pitt will confer with the Lord Chancellor, 
that any steps which may be necessary for raising tho 
annual supplies, or any measures that the interests of 
the nation may require, should not bo unncccs«anlj 
delayed , for I feel tho warmest gralitudo for tho sup- 
port and anxiety 6hown by the nation at largo during 
my tedious illness, winch I should ill requite if I d 11 * 
not msh to prevent an} further delay in those public 
measures which it may he necessity to bring forward 

1 T1 o letters of Oct. 25 anil great illness ami tlie correspond 

IS 07 3 1"8$ hero given entire, once eras not rinowcJ till lib 
nro ibo two last addressed by tho 1789 
King to Mr Titt previous to bis 
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this year, tliongh I must, decline entering into n pres- 
sure of business, and indeed for the rest of my life shall 
expect, others to fulfil the duties of their employments, 
and only keep that superintending eye which can bo 
effected without- labour or fatigue. 

I am anxious to see Mr. Pitt any hour that may suit 
him to-morrow morning, as his constant, attachment, to 
my interest and that, of the public, which arc insepara- 
ble, must ever place him in the most advantageous 
light. G. lb 

Kew, March 10, 17S9. 

Mr. Pitt’s account of the unanimity on the proposed 
Address is very consonant to what .1 expected. I have 
received from Lord Sydney the emptiest answer to the 
one to be presented to-morrow by the Lords with White 
Staves, [so] that I must put down words more agree- 
able to my feelings on the warm and steady support I 
have met with during my severe and tedious illness. I 
trust Mr. Pitt, who is fortunate in putting his thoughts 
on paper, will he attentive in forming the one I am to 
return to the Privy Councillors on Thursday for the 
House of Commons. I desire Lord Com- town may ho 
appointed to attend with it on Thursday at half-past 
one. 

G.R. 

April 12, 1789. 

I am very sorry Mr. Pitt returns to a theme that has 
ever given me personal uneasiness. The conduct of 
the Lord Lieutenant of Ireland in the whole business 
of Colonel Gwynn was so perfectly inattentive, if not 
personally disrespectful to me, as well as contrary to 
every id<?a of what lie particularly should have done 
considering liis base conduct in 1784, that I certainly 
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cannot easily forget it. The vacancy now occasioned 
arises from removing Colonel Gwynn to the British es- 
tablishment : therefore it is but reasonable that it should 
open for advancement in tliis service. The utmost I 
can do out of attention to Mr. Pitt, not Lord Bucking- 
ham, is not to hurry the conclusion of the business, 
thpugli thoroughly determined not to yield to my de- 
puty in Ireland. 


Kew, April 1G, 1789. 

Mr. Pitt may rely on my delaying any appointments 
to the vacancies occasioned by the death of Lieutenant- 
General Mackay, that I may see if any arrangement 
can be found that -may be of any use in the present 
state of things. I certainly meant to delay the vacancy 
occasioned by the removal of Lieutenant- Colonel Gwynn 
if Major Taylor continued to decline ; but after all I had 
done, it was impossible I could delay it nhen ho on 
better consideration accepted. To say the truth, though 
I am recovering, my mind is not strong enough ns yet 
to stand little ruffles, and still more so vhen they relate 
to Lord Buckingham, who does not stand v ell in my 
mind. 

I shall return to-morrow morning to Windsor ; but if 
Mr. Pitt can call here before ten, I shall certainly 
gladly see him. _ „ 

J G. B. 

Windsor, April 21, 1789. 

The despatch of tho Lord Lieutenant of Ireland on 
the intended resignation of the Lord Chancellor of tliat 
kingdom is a matter of too much consequence nnd re- 
quires too much deliberation forme to uish to keep it 
unnecessarily from tho inspection of the Lord Chan* 
cellor and of Mr. Pitt Beside*, I must candidly con- 
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fess llint 1 hough now without complaint, T fool more 
strongly the effects of my Into severe and tedious illness 
than 1 had expected : though hut what had boon in- 
sinuated. I mean a certain lassitude and want of energy 
both of mind and body, which must require time, re- 
laxation, and change of scene to restore any energy. 
Indeed I have, among other blessings, the advantage of 
having in the Lord Chancellor and Mr. Pitt two men 
thoroughly fit to conduct the business of their two 
Houses of Parliament, whose attachment to my person 
and to the true constitution of tip's realm is undoubted, 
and who must- see the necessity to my case ns well as 
the real stability of the State requires their cordially 
acting together, and they must acknowledge the utility 
of early conferring together on matters of importance, 
that their opinions may be as it were mutually formed, 
and that no difficulties may arise from having separately 
arranged their opinions. 

I see the evil of appointing an Irishman in a more 
forcible degree now than when England had a proper 
lead over Ireland, but I really have not at present a 
vigour of mind to discuss the question. Therefore I 
rest seciu-e on their giving it all the consideration the 
question requires, and should hope they would also 
confer with Lords Camden and Stafford, after which it 
will be right to take the opinion of the Cabinet. 

I trust this candid explanation of my sentiments to 
Mr. Pitt, which he should communicate to the Lord 
Chancellor, will be a proof to them that the public 
service is ever in my mind, and that as an honest man 
when unable to act I am desirous of deriving assistance 
from those who are incapable of separating interests 
that must and ever shall be whilst I live the same. 

G. R. 
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Windsor, May 5, 1789 

I have just received Mr Pitt’s letter. Before I can 
gi\e lnm any directions for fixing the allowance on 
William, I must see Colonel Hothnm, to know the exact 
state of the sum that jointly regards those attendants 
and servants that belonged jointly to him and Edward 
In truth the lassitude and dejection that has accom- 
panied me since free from all fever prevents my being 
able to decide either quickly or satisfactorily to myself 
on any subject, and consequently makes me require 
time on all matters that come before me G E- 


, Weymouth, July 30, 1789 

I perfectly approve of the mode proposed by Mr Pitt 
of filling np the vacant offices, and am glad Mr Hop- 
kins remains at the Admiralty Board, where ho is cer- 
tainly a useful member The patents of Marquises 
should also be prepared for Lords Salisbury and 11 ey- 
mouth, and the Earldom for Lord rortes'uic Might 
this not also be a good opportunity for indulging Lord 
Mount Edgcumbo with a similar promotion ? 

G It 

Exeter, Aug 27, 1789 

The warrants in favour of Dr Will is and his son I 
have signed, and flunk this the proper timo of men- 
tioning to Mr Pitt Mr Thomas Willis, who certainly 
has tho most merit in having supported the old Doctor 
through his difficulties with tho other physician* Whit 
seems tho natural provision for him is tho first vacant 
prebendary of \\ arcester I ha\ e seen so much of him 
that I can answer for Ins principles being such as will 
do credit to my patronizing lnm Tho warrant for ihc 
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other physicians seems very large, considering their con- 
duct ; hut I will not enter on a subject that cannot hut 
give me pain, for I cannot say I find myself either in 
strength or spirits so much recruited as I should have 
hoped. G. R. 

Windsor, Nov. 24, 1789. 

The last evening I received an answer from the Chan- 
cellor to the letter I had wrote to him. It is so very 
proper, that I cannot help giving this information to 
Mr. Pitt, though I shall to-morrow show him the copy 
of my letter as well as this very handsome answer. I 
have not the smallest degree of doubt but that, with 
the mutual desire of acting agreeable to my wishes, I 
shall have the satisfaction of seeing you both much more 
cordial than at any time since you have been together 
in Ministry. The good of the whole must be the real 
object to fill both your minds ; and little differences, 
whether occasioned by want of temper or by inadver- 
tencies, must be forgot as unworthy of notice where 
such superior causes ought alone to deserve the atten- 
tion of exalted minds. G. R. 

Windsor, May 17, 1790. 

I have just received the two copies of the messages • • 
to the Houses of Parliament for granting the pension 1 ‘to 
Dr. Willis, and have signed them. I should imagine 
Lord Auckland’s name would not come forward in so 
agreeable a manner, and therefore do not object to 
Mr. Pitt’s offering the reversion of the Tellership of the 
Exchequer, become vacant by the death of Lord 
Hardwicke., Had Mr. Pitt proposed some means of 
rendering it of utility to himself, it would have been 
pleasing to me, as I do not feel easy at not having had 
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an opportunity of securing a provision for him m case 
of my paying that tribute to winch every one is sooner 
or later subject q 

"Windsor, Nov 21, 1790 

I have carefully perused the correspondence, trans 
mitted to me this morning, which has arisen on a vacant 
office m Scotland, and which certainly shows that the 
Chancellor’s temper actuates him more than the good- 
ness of his heart and of ln« head should permit. Hut 
an experience of thirty years convinces me that in 
most men the former too frequently has the ad\ outage 

Mr Pitt’s account of the conversation that has snuo 
been held by the Chancellor with Mr Dundas, is a proof 
that he is open to jom cordially (which I look upon as 
essential to the public service), provided tho old 
complaint on the subject of Mr Hose could be removed. 
Mr Pitt must do me the justice to recollect, that though 
I look on this as a very difficult point, } ct that I have 
declared myself e^cr ready to contnbuto towards 
removing it, if any means can be pointed out 

My sentiments can be conveyed on the whole of this 
matter in a few words The state of tho House of 
Lords is such that Opposition Ime many speakers, 
and on the side of Government only the Lord Chancellor 
and Lord Hawkesbury , for the Chief Justice, though a 
worthy man and able lawyer, does not succeed as a 
debater This shows how necessary it is to remote 
e\ery cause of misunderstanding with the Chancellor, 
who is certainly to be gamed by nficction With a If /»■< 
appearance of roughness, ho lias n feeling heart, and 
that nlono can guide him in contradiction to his temper 
Lord Staflord, if ho will heartily engage to talk with the 
Chancellor, can certainly do much good, and should 
point out to him that tho promi-o of support gne« 
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mo last Session is not acted up to, if lie brings up tlic 
subject of Mt. Hose. 

Though I think the House of Peers is certainly 
becoming too numerous, which, I fear, will be found 
rather inconvenient, yet it is impossible for me to 
object to removing Hr. Grenville to that House ; ns his 
abilities will be of material use, and his conciliating 
temper will in future aid in. keeping matters smooth 
with the Chancellor. q. p 

Dec. 12, 1790. 

Having summoned a Chapter of the Garter for 
Wednesday, and Hr. Pitt not having been at St. James's 
in the course of the last week, I think it necessary 
by this means to remind him of my having offered him 
one of the vacancies of that Order. When last I 
mentioned it, he seemed to decline it; but perhaps 
the conclusion of the dispute with Spain may make him 
see it in a different view, namely, as a public testimonial 
of my approbation. 


Dec. 13, 1790. 

I have just received Hr. Pitt’s letter declining my 
offer of one of the vacant Garters, but in so handsome a 
manner that I cannot help expressing my sensibility. 

Dec. 14, 1790. 

Mr. Pitt’s note is just arrived, intimating a wish that I 
would confer the third vacant Garter on his brother 
Lord Chatham. I trust he 'is too well convinced of 
my sentiments to doubt that I with pleasure shall to- 
morrow give this public testimony of approbation, 
which will be understood as meant to the whole family. 
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Feb 22 179J 

Tlie situation Mr Ryder holds, and the part he takes 
in debate, seem to give him very fair pretensions for 
being advanced with Mr Steele to jomt Paymasters 
I approve of their vacating to-morrow their seats, and 
desire Mr Pitt will take the necessary steps for that 
purpose G K 

April 23, X7D1 

The Duke of Leeds having delivered up the Seals of 
his office on Thursday, I have deposited them with Lord 
Grenville, so that Mr Pitt may calmty weigh how tho 
office of Secretary of State can best be filled I own 
I think Lord Grenvillp has a claim to cliango depart- 
ments if agreeable to him, and it may bo easier to find 
one for the Home than for the Foreign Department 
Having said thus much, I leave it to Mr Pitt mature!} 
to weigh the subject, as I do not intend to come to 
town during the next week, and tho new Sccrctnr) 
cannot be sworn in till the following G R 


May 1, 1702 

The most danng outrage to a regular Government 
committed by the new Society, which } csterday pub- 
lished its Manifesto in several of the newspapers, coull 
only be equalled b) some of its leaders standing forth 
the same day to avow their similar sentiments in tho 
House of Commons , and I cannot seo any substantial 
difference m their being joined in debato bv Mr 1 ox 
and lus not being a member of that Socictv 
I received last night tho enclosed paper from the 
Duke of Gloucester, it is drawn up b) the same pen 
from which intelligence was sent on Saturday bv Lon! 
Sjdnej to Mr D undos. It deserves tho attention 
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of administration ; and it seems highly worthy of inquiry 
whether any large sum of money has been procured for 
France from Ireland, and whether Irishmen are 
connected with the French emissaries in this country. 

May 15, 1792, 6-31 p.m. 

Mr. Secretary Fun das has acted very properly in 
postponing the publishing an extraordinary Gazette, if 
there is the smallest doubt of the authenticity of the 
news he received this day ; but I own I cannot willingly 
give up crediting the good account. If it is a forgery, 
it has been ably conducted. 

I trust he will follow up the idea of shoving Mr. Pitt 
that he has a real victory over the Chancellor if he 
keeps his temper, and that my service requires his 
resisting any warmth, and that however improper the 
language may have been, public reasons ought to 
prevent his taking any step ; though I think Mr. 
Secretary Dundas ought to speak some truth to the 
Chancellor on this occasion, and point out how much ' 
his conduct on this occasion, if such as has been stated, 
is detrimental to my affairs and those of the nation. I 
cannot but think that the Chancellor must be ready to 
own that it is unbecoming in the highest degree to be 
wasting the present hom' in personal disputes, and I trust 
an explanation will be made that will heal any present 
uneasiness. q. 

Aug. 6, 1792. 

Having this morning received the account of the 
death of the Earl of Guilford, I take the first oppor- 
tunity of acquainting Mr. Pitt that the Wardenship of the 
Cinque Ports is an office for which I will not receive 
any recommendations, having positively resolved to 
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confer it on him as a mark oi that regard which his 
eminent services have deserved from me I am =o bent 
on this, that I shall senousl} he offended at an} attempt 
to decline I have intimated these my intentions to 
the Earl of Chatham, Lord Grenville, and Mr Eundas 
As to the Lieutenancj of Somersetshire, the ver} 
steady support of the Earl of Paulett, added to its 
having been usually entrusted to his ancestors makes 
me thinL he can have no just competitor , and ns ho is 
in the neighbourhood of Burton, Mr Pitt’s acquainting 
him that it has been spontaneously conferred upon lum 
Mill not be thrown aw a) q p 


Windsor, ho\ 20 , 1792 

Mr Pitt’s letter is just arrived, enclosing that and 
the postscript he recen ed from Lord Loughborough I 
cannot help stating some ideas to which the} have 
given rise The tenor of these papers, and of tho 
explanatory conversation, confirm me in tho belief that 
Lord Loughborough is disappointed the part} have not 
permitted him to accept tho situation proposed for 
him, and I fairly hope, therefore, that ho will both in 
the House of Commons, and on particular cases, whero 
his opinion ns a counsellor mil} be required, gno Iih 
genuine sentiments , but I think it shows tho Huhe of 
Portland and his advisers are much less fixed in their 
resolution to support than the imagination of Mr lhirke, 
or the moro 6}stemnticnl judgment of Mr Windham, 
ga>e reason to expect 


“Windsor, Jan 2G I7*rt 

In consequence of Mr Pitt’s note, I authorize him to 
direct Sir George Yonge to postpone sending the h tttrt 
of semte to tho General Officers for a fewdi} 1 * 1 
shall certain!} ho re id} to hear what Mr Ihtt ma) hart 
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to state against, calling forward Lord Townshend ; but. I 
think it right to apprise [him] of the reasons that made 
me think it a desirable measure, his being the original 
father of the Militia, and as such a most popular 
character with that corps, and that his rank a little drew 
off the attention of the army from seeing another 
General Officer' called forth (whom I think it best on 
paper not to name, though Mr. Pitt’s penetration must 
understand), which appointment certainly is not popular 
with the army. q 

Windsor, Feb. 2, 1703. 

On returning from hunting I have found Mr. Pitt’s 
note, by which I learn that Lord Beauchamp seconded 
the motion for an Address, which was only opposed by 
Lord Wycombe, Mr. Whitbread, Mr. Fox, and Lord 
William Russell. The impression of the House seems 
just what could have been expected ; for if the occasion 
ever could occur that every power for the preservation 
of society must stand forth in opposition to France, the 
necessity seems to be at the present hour. Indeed my 
natural sentiments are so strong for peace, that no 
event of less moment than the present could have made 
me decidedly of opinion that duty as well as interest 
calls on us to join against that most savage as well as 
unprincipled nation. q . 

Feb. 13, 1793. 

I am rather surprised that Mr. Percy Wyndham 
should have supported the amendment of Mr. Fox to 
the Address moved by Mr. Pitt, as it had been thought 
that Lord Egremont’s sentiments were very decided in 
favour of the line of conduct which has been pursued. 
I am glad to find Mr. Thomas Grenville has taken a line 
so becoming of him. q. 
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Fob. 19, 1793. 

Mr. Pitt’s account of Mr. Fox’s five Resolutions 
having fallen by the previous Question attended by a 
division, has given me infinite pleasure ; and I doubt 
the Forty-Four that voted in the minority aro the 
whole number Mr. Fox can at the present hour muster. 
I am glad the friends of the Duke of Portland in 
general joined the majority. q 


May 8, 1793. 

It is with infinite satisfaction I have received Mr. Pitt’s 
note communicating the sense of the House of Commons 
on the renewed debate on the motion of Mr. Grey, 
which was so clearly shown by the division of 2S2 
against 41 ; and I most devoutly pray to Heaven that 
this Constitution may remain unimpaired to the latest 
posterity, as a proof of the wisdom of tho nation, and 
its knowledge of the superior blessings it enjoys. 

G. R. 


Juno 18, 1793. 

This instant I 'have received Mr. Pitt’s noto commu- 
nicating that Mr. Fox’s Motion for a negotiation of 
peace with Franco on the terms of her evacuating tho 
places she has conquered had been last night negatived 
by a division of 187 to 47. I cannot help observing 
that it seems very extraordinary that any ono could 
ndvanco so strange a proposition, and I trust ono so 
contrary to tho good sense of tho majority of the whole 
nation, and such ns no ono hut an advocato for tho 
wicked conduct of the leaders in that unhappy country 
can subscribe to. G. R. 



i.r-TTi:i:s or Tin: kixo. 


.MX 


Windsor, July m, 170.1. 

T return to Mr. Pitt the wiirnmls', having signed 
them. 3 »y my orders Lord Amln-rsf has (lim-ted the 
ditch at Wahner Castle to he stockaded, and a picket, of 
twenty-five men to l»e posted there to prevent any surprise, 
which will enable Mr. Mitt to go safely there whenever 
the public business will permit. .1 did not. choose to 
mention it till 1 had given the neees<arv orders. 

0. 3L 


"Windsor, Sept, 1-J, 170.1. 

The misfortune of our situation is that wo have too 
many objects to attend to, and our force consequently 
must, be too small at each jdace. Vet it seems to mo 
ilmt the Hessian infantry are the only corps we can 
soon mA at to send to Toulon. 

O 


"Windsor, Nov. 17, 170.1. 

On the whole, ns to active service, I incline much 
more to Flanders, as being more easily' supplied from 
hence, and also, if enabled to move forward, being more 
able to advance to Paris. 


May 17, 179-J. 

The conduct of Opposition on the present occasion 
seems most unwise. The attention of the public at 
large is awakened at the present crisis, and certainly 
must see with horror and disdain any set of men trying 
by mere chicane to clog the measures of Government. 
After what has passed in the House of Commons, I have 
not the smallest doubt but that Lords Lansdowne, 
Lauderdale, Stanliope, and Derby will hold a similar 
conduct this day in the House of Lords. 
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I believe there cannot be an impartial man who, 
when the papers are brought to light, will not see that 
if Government has erred, it has been m not stepping 
forth earlier And yet perhaps the time that has been 
given n as necessary to push on the faction to such overt 
acts that authorise the measures now pursuing 

G 21 

Windsor, July 13, 1704 

If Mr Pitt can find that a Marquisnte would bo as 
agreeable to Lord Howe as^a Garter, I will consent to 
it, but having with Mr Pitt’s Knowledge acquainted 
Lord Howe with my intention of conferring the Order 
on him, it is impossible, unless Lord Howo chooses the 
former mark of favour in preference to the latter, that 
I can propose it Besides, I cannot see why on the 
Dul e of Portland’s head favours aro to bo heaped 
without measure G 11 

Weymouth Aug 24, 1704 

Agreeable to whnt I mentioned to Mr Pitt beforo X 
came hero, I have this morning seen tho Prince of 
Wales, who has acquainted me with lus having broken 
off all connection with Mrs Titzherbert, nnd his clestro 
of entering into a more creditable line of life by marry- 
ing, expressing at the same tirao that Ins wish is that 
my niece, the Princess of Bransnic 1 , may be tho per- 
son Undoubtedly she is the person who naturally 
must bo most agreeable to me I expressed my appro- 
bation of tho idea, prouded Jus plan was to lead a Ido 
that would make him appear respectable, nnd con«e- 
qucntlv render tho Princess happy Ho a«>ured mo 
that lie perfectly coincided with me m opinion 2 then 
said that till Parliament assembled no arrange n» nt 
could bo taken except my sounding my Fi->t< r, that no 
idea of any other marriage may bo encouraged 

G i* 
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Weymouth, Sept. 0, 1 704. 

I enclose to Mr. ]’ii( a copy of (lie letter I received 
yesterday from the Duke of York in consequence of the 
overture made to him by Mr. 'Windham, and am happy 
he sees the appointment, in the same light I do of the 
Marquis Cornwallis, namely, of necessity obliging him 
to retire. I have wrote him an answer approving of 
his determination, as it. so perfectly concurs with what 
] expressed in my letter to Mr. Pitt ; and adding that, 1 
had not written, that he might have full liberty, should 
the event happen, to take the line he thought best ; 
that I trust he will during the suspense net with the 
same zeal as if his command was permanent ; but that 
in my opinion the Emperor will never agree to so novel 
a measure as [that] the Imperial troops should be com- 
manded by a foreigner: that therefore I look on his 
remaining at the head of the troops in British pay as 
most probable. 

G. B. 

Windsor, Nov. 24, 1794. 

Mr. Titt cannot be surprised at my being very much 
hurt at the contents of his letter. 2 Indeed ho seems to 
expect it, hut I am certain that nothing but the think- 
ing it his duty could have instigated him to give me so 
severe a blow. I am neither in a situation of mind nor 
from inclination inclined to enter more minutely into 
every part of his letter ; hut I am fully ready to answer 
the material part, namely, that though loving very 
much my son, and not forgetting how he saved the 
[Republic of Holland in 1793, and that his endeavoms 
to be of service have never abated, and that to the con- 


2 There is no draft of that letter preserved. 
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duct of Austria, the faithlessness of Prussia, and the 
cowardice of the Dutch, every failure is easily to be ac- 
counted for without laying blame on him who deserved 
a better fate, I shall certainly now not think it safe for 
him to continue in the command on the Continent, 
when every one seems to conspire to render his situation 
hazardous by either propagating unfounded complaints 
against him or giving credit to them. 

No one will believe that I take this stop but reluc- 
tantly, and tbe more so since no successor of note is 
proposed to take the command. Truly I do not see 
where any one is to be found that can deservo that name 
now the Duke of Brunswick has declined ; and I am 
certain he will fully feel the propriety of the resolution 
he has taken when he finds that even a son of mine 
cannot withstand the torrent of abuse. 

Jnn. 29, 17 95. 

Mr. Pitt may he desirous of knowing whether any- 
thing remarkable passed with the Duke of Richmond 
yesterday. Ho certainly seemed much hurt at his in- 
tended removal, but I thought it but justice to say that 
Mr. Pitt had yielded to the arrangement to prevent any 
want of concert in the Cabinet, which tho Duko himself 
must allow would be highly detrimental to the conduct 
of affairs at so critical a time ns tho present. His re- 
maining on tho Staff seems to give him much pleasure, 
and 1 hope will secure his support. 

Feb. 0, 1795. 

I received this morning Mr. Pitt’s noto on tho suc- 
cess of the Austrian Loan, and am glad tho burines* 
ended in tho nouse of Commons with so little trouble. 

I enclose a rough paper I have drawn up on the cx- 
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traordinary but serious proposal Iho Duke of Portland 
is to-morrow io lay before tbe Cabinet, which I mean 
merely for Mr. Pill’s own information. q pp 

Feb. G, 1705. 

Having yesterday, after llio Drawing Koom, seen 
the Duke of Portland, who mentioned the receipt of 
letters from the Lord-Lieutenant of Ireland, which, to 
my greatest astonishment, propose llio total change of 
the principles of government which have been followed 
by every administration in that kingdom since the ab- 
dication of King James the Second, and consequently 
overturning the fabric that the wisdom of our forefathers 
esteemed necessary, and which the laws of tin's country 
have directed ; and thus, after no longer stay than three 
weeks in Ireland, venturing to condemn the labours of 
ages, and wanting an immediate adoption of ideas which 
every man of property in Ireland and every friend to 
the Protestant Religion must feel diametrically contrary 
to those he has imbibed from his earliest youth. 

Undoubtedly the Duke of Portland made this com- 
munication to sound my sentiments previous to the 
Cabinet Meeting to be held to-morrow on this weighty 
subject. I expressed my surprise at the idea of admit- - 
ting the Roman Catholics to vote in Parliament, but 
chose to avoid entering further into the subject, and 
only heard the substance of the propositions without 
giving my sentiments. But the more I reflect on the 
subject, the more I feel the danger of the proposal, and 
therefore should not think myself free from blame if I 
did not put my thoughts on paper even in the present 
coarse shape, the moment being so pressing, and not 
sufficient time to arrange them in a more digested shape 
previous to the Duke of Portland’s laying the subject 
before the Cabinet 
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The above proposal is contrary to the conduct of 
every European Government, and I believe to tint of 
every State on the globe In the States of German v, 
the Lutheran, Calvinist, and Roman Catholic religions 
are universally permitted, ) et each respectiv e State lias 
but one Church establishment, to which the States of tho 
country and those holding any mil employment must 
be conformists , Court offices and military commissions 
may be held also b) persons of either of tho other 
persuasions but the number of such is verj small The 
Dutch provinces admit Lutherans and Roman Catholics 
in some subsidised regiments, but in civil cmplov ments 
the Calv mists are alone capablo of holding them 

Ireland vanes from most other countries b) property 
residing almost entire!) in the hands of tlio Protestants 
whilst the lower classes of the people are chief]) Roman 
Catholics Tiie change proposed, therefore, must dis- 
oblige tho greater number to benefit a few, tho inferior 
orders not being of rank to gam fnv ourobl) b) tho 
change That they mnj also be gainers it is proposed 
that an army be kept constantl) in Ireland and a 1 ind 
of jeomanrj, which in reality would bo Roman Catholic 
police corps, established, which would keep tho Pro- 
testant interest under awe 

It is but fair to confess that tho wholo of tins plan i-> 
the strongest justification of tho old Sen ants of tho 
Crown in Ireland, for having objected to tho funner 
indulgences tlmt lia> o been granted, as it is now pre- 
tended these hare mailed nothing, unless this total 
change of political principle be admitted 

Luglish Government ought well to consider before it 
gives an) encouragement to a projiositioft which caniut 
fail sooner or later to separate the two kingdoms <‘ r ' 
way of establishing a similar lino of conduct m t »n 
kingdom adopt measures to prevent which in) fain: ) 
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■was invited to mount the throne of this kingdom in pre- 
ference to the Ilouse of Savoy. 

One might suppose the authors of this scheme had 
not viewed the tendency or extent of the question, but 
were actuated alone by the peevish inclination of hu- 
miliating the old friends of English Government in 
Ireland, or from the desire 'of paying implicit obedience 
to the heated imagination of Mr. Burke. 

Besides the discontent and changes which must bo 
occasioned by the dereliction of all the principles that 
have been held as wise by our ancestors, it is impossible 
to foresee, how far it may alienate the minds of this 
kingdom; for though I fear religion is but little at- 
tended to by persons of rank, and that the word tolera- 
tion, or rather indifference to that sacred subject, has 
been too much admitted by them, yet the bulk of the 
nation has not been spoiled by foreign travels and man- 
ners, and still feels the blessing of having a fixed prin- 
ciple from whence the source of every tic to society and 
government must trace its origin. 

I cannot conclude without expressing that the subject 
is beyond the decision of any Cabinet of Ministers — that, 
could they form an opinion in favour of such a measure, 
it would be highly dangerous, without previous concert 
with the leading men of every order in the State, to 
send any encouragement to the Lord Lieutenant on this 
subject ; and if received with the same suspicion I do, 
I am certain it would be safer even to change the new 
administration in Ireland, if its continuance depends on 
the .success of this proposal, than to prolong its exist- 
ence on grounds that must sooner or later ruin one if 
not both kingdoms. 

G. R. 


VOI. II. 


u 
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Pcb 10, 179o 

I received yesterday Mr Pitt’s note of that dav, but 
did not choose to answer it till I had written to Lord 
Amherst and received his answer Nothing can bo 
more honourable than his conduct He has again de- 
clined the rank of Field Marshal as well as that of an 
Earl I have in consequence directed Mr Windham 
to notify the Duke of York ns Field Marshal, and 
place lum at the head of the British Staff, and ac- 
quainted him that my son is to stand exactly in tho 
situation till now held by Lord Amherst. X approve of 
the Marquis of Cornwallis being presented to morrow 

X do not say anything of tho temporising directions 
to the Liord Lieutenant of Ireland 

G It 

Feb 22, 1795 

I cannot lose an instant in answering tho noto I have 
just received from Mr Pitt, expressing what he 1ms col 
lected from Earl Spencer and Lor d Grenvillo of tho 
Duke of Portland s wish in writing to Earl rjtzwillmm 
to offer lnm in my name to continue to attend Cabinet 
meetings on Ins return from Ireland. Tho nholo coo 
duct of tho Duke of IMrtland in this unpleasant bnsi 
ness is so handsome, that it is impossible not with satis- 
faction to gratify lus feelings on this occasion I there- 
fore authorize Mr Pitt to acquaint lum with the sng 
gestion having boon laid before mo and with my cordial 
consent, though I doubt much whcthorEarl I'llzwiIImm 
is m a state of mind to accept it. 

it 1U 

"Windsor, March 10 1795 

I am much pleased with Mr Pitt s account tint both 
tlio Earl Camdon and Mr Pelham aro willing to neetj 
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{lie offices of Lord-Lieutenant of Ireland and (Secretary 
for that kingdom, which have been rendered more 
difficult by the strange conduct of Earl Fitzwillinm. I 
approve of Earl Camden being nominated in the Great 
Council Room to-morrow, and I trust he will under- 
stand that he is to reinstate all those who have been 
removed by his predecessor, and to support the old 
English interest as well as the Protestant Religion. 

G. R. 

May 28, 1705. 

Mr. Pitt’s account that the motion of Mr. Wilbor- 
force expressing an inclination for a general pacifi- 
cation was got rid of by the moving the Order of the 
Day, which was carried by 201 to SO, is highly agreeable, 
particularly as the temper of the majority appeared to 
be strongly in favour of perseverance in the war. The 
recent accounts from France certainly show the pro- 
priety of the opinion ; but above all, till the bad prin- 
ciples propagated by that unfortunate nation are given 
up, it cannot be safe for any civilized jiart of the globo 
to treat or trust that people. 

G. R. 

Kew, July 17, 1795. 

By some mistake of the messenger in going to Wind- 
sor instead of bringing Mr. Pitt’s letter and the in- 
structions for the Earl of Moira here, Iiis return is so 
much retarded. I think the instructions are very proper, 
but doubt whether the promise of cavalry in the letter 
that is to accompany them does not go further than 
perhaps can be effected. 

I approve much of the resolutions printed in the 
papers, to which I have the pleasure of seeing my 
Ministers have all subscribed ; but wish Mr. Pitt woidd 
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propose to them on account of the present dearness of 
provisions adding a resolution of having no entremets 
nor second course during the present pressure. Tliis I 
am certain would meet with universal applause, and 
everything necessary might as well be served at ono 
course, and without the smallest inconvenience to any 
one much unnecessary waste prevented. 

a b. 

Windsor, Nov. 13, 1795. 

I shall now, as briefly as I can, state tho substanco of 
the information I have received. 

General Walmoden reports to me of the 4th inst 
from Nienburg that having sent Captain Berger to 
Brunswick to acquaint tho Duke that his troops were to 
return home, the Duke upon this opened his ideas fully 
to this officer, and wrote the General a letter, of which 
tho annexed is a copy, as a credential of tho matter 
Berger had to communicate. 

The last declarations of M. Barthdlemy that Franco 
will no longer regard any lines of demarcation sho had 
agreed to, nor any neutrality, and that under pretence 
of marching through the various countries sho will lay 
all under contributions, the Prussian and Hcsso Cassel 
dominions not excepted, but that tho other Princes 
shall repay Prussia and Hesso Cassel, tho only two niih 
whom sho lias concluded peace, tho quota laid on their 
dominions: this shows how impossiblo it is for any 
country to treat with that unprincipled nation. 

Tho Duke’s ideas tend to liis being authorised ^by 
England to go to Berlin, and tty to bring back tho Km? 
of Prussia on this strange declaration and tho change of 
appearance by tho Austrian successes (which ho is 
will raise tho jealousy of Prussia), and thus attempt 
get an army formed to secure tho flnnkof the Austrians 
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which he is willing to command, with a view of pre- 
venting the French from overrunning Germany, not on 
any plan of offensive but defensive operations. 

Mr. Pitt to the King. 

Downing Street, Nov. 14, 1705. 

Mr. Pitt was honoured yesterday with your Majesty’s 
commands, accompanying the copy of the letter from 
the Duke of Brunswick, and took tho first opportunity 
of mentioning the interesting subject to which it relates 
to your Majesty’s confidential servants at their meeting 
this morning. 

• Mr. Dundas not having then received the letter to 
H.K.H. the Duke of York, which has since come to 
his hands, your Majesty’s servants did not feel them- 
selves enabled fully to discuss so important a subject, 
and the consideration of it will bo resumed with as 
little delay as possible. In the mean time Mr. Pitt 
cannot help ■ submitting to your Majesty the strong 
apprehension which he entertains that the immense 
additional expense which would probably be incurred by 
again collecting and maintaining an army to defend the 
line of demarcation, added to the impossibility of de- 
pending on any concert in which Prussia is to bear 
a material part, kill hardly admit of any encouragement 
being given to the Duke of Brunswick’s proposal. 


Dec. 4, 1795. 

It is with much satisfaction I have learnt from Mr. 
Pitts note that the Bill for preventing seditious as- 
semblies has been passed tin’s morning on a division of 
266 to 51, and that Mr. Abbot, who spoke for the first 
time, delivered his sentiments with great ahilitv and 
effect. ' -p 
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plause or staving off some abuse ; rectitude of conduct 
is my sole aim. I trust the rulers in France will reject 
any proposition from hence short of a total giving up 
any advantage we may have gained, and therefore that 
the measure proposed will meet with a refusal. 

G. E. 

Kew, Oct 5, 1 796. 

Mr. Pitt’s account of the manner with which Lord 
Morpeth and Sir William Lowther conducted tliom- 
selves in moving the Address this day, and the general 
impressiop of the House, is as could bo wished. I can- 
not help expressing that I was better pleased with tho 
opinion held yesterday by Lord Grenville that no man 
of note ought to be sent to France, but somo mcro 
official agent, than with his thought this day of offer- 
ing the commission to Lord Malmesbury, who having 
been advanced to a scat in the House of Peers, will pro- 
bably not feel flattered with the proposal. 
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VOL. i. 

P. 101, last line, for “ oppose,” read “ be opposed.” 

P. 2G4, line 18, add " after “ empire.” 

P. 310, first line, for “ 1751,” read “ 1741.” 

P. 333, line 7, for “ horse,” read “ horses.” 

P. 358, line 28, for “ Elliott,” read “ Elliot.” 

P. 403, note, for “ Dairy,” read “ Diary.” 

VOL. 11. 

P. 19, last line, for “ find,” read “ trust.” 

P. 130, line 4, for “ iffipression,” read ‘‘ impression.” 
180, line 6, dele comma after “ himself.” 



